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To my WORTHY FRIENDS in LonDoN, BRisTOL, 
and Nox THA rox, and ſeveral other parts 
of the KINO, who have encouraged the 
publication of theſe ConTEMPLATIONS. 


Dear and honoured Friends, 


S this work is deſigned to give a pleaſing 

and comprehenſive view of all the branches 

of the carisTIAN RELIGION, I muſt deſire your 

attention for a few moments, whilſt I lay before 

you the chief outlines, and the manner in which 
I have conducted the whole. 


I have determined to take no principle of re- 
ligion upon truſt ; that is, I have not ſuppoſed 
any one thing to be true, but my own exiſtence ; 
and this is ſo evident, that I cannot make it more 
Plain by any kind of reaſoning whatſoever. I 
proceed to conſider the moſt ſtriking and popular 
evidences of the exiſtence of God—and in the 
ſecond ConTEMPLATION, I ſhall prove the im- 
mortality of the ſoul, and repreſent its powers 
and affections in the moſt eaſy and familiar man- 
ner, on the principles of reaſon alone—in the 
third ConTEMPLATION, I ſhall ſet before you the 


nature and madneſs of atheiſm,* and its ruinous 


Fonſoquences to mankind—in the fourth Con- 
TEMPLATION, 
® This part is omitted on account of the horrid deformity of the ſubjeR. 


TEMPLATION, I ſhall attempt to demonſtrate the 
utter inſufficiency of reaſon, in its preſent ſtate, 
to lead us to eternal happineſs, or the everlaſting 
poſſeſſion of the favour of Gop. I ſhall then 
eaſily evince the abſolute neceſſity of a divine 
revelation to lead us to the clear knowledge of 
Gop and our duty, and a ſtate of future happineſs 
or eternal life. We ſhall go on to demonſtrate 
the poſſibility of a revelation from Gop—the 
nature of inſpiration, and the clear evidences of 
it, As this is a ſubje& of great difficulty, and 
unutterable importance, I muſt proceed, by flow 
and ſure ſteps, to ſtate this matter in the moſt 
clear and unexceptionable manner in my power; 
and, indeed, this I have found, by many years 
experience, to be the moſt arduous part of my 
work : it requires the moſt intenſe thoughts, and 
the moſt ſevere attention and care; how I have 
ſucceeded, muſt be lefr to the candid and im- 
partial judgment of my readers. I truſt I 
have not written one line, but with a ſacred re- 
verence of Gop, and with clear and determinate 
ideas, as far as the very ſublime nature of the 
ſubject would admit. I deſire to write every page 
of this work with a proſpect of the awful tribunal 
of Goo: before him I muſt ſhortly appear to give 
an account of all the ſecret ſprings of my actions, 
and all the labours of my life. I know, after 
thirty-two years enquiry, that, on the principles 
of reaſon, my ſoul is immortal; and, on the 
principles of the goſpel, my eternal exiſtence, 

either 
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either bliſsful or miſerable, muſt be determined 
by the word and will of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 
I am certain, that, by Him, every man's character 
will be declared, and the ſtate of every ſoul 
fixed for eternity. At my time of life, there 
is not a moment to be loſt in trifling with Gop 
and the ſouls of men; I would therefore wiſh to 
be as ſerious as death in every thing I do for the 
ſervice of mankind. The happineſs of the riſing 
generation lies very near my heart, and to that 
object I direct all my labours and all my views. 
If I may promote and propagate the clear know- 
ledge of Gov in Chriſt, and vital holineſs in the 
ſouls of men—if I can but poſſeſs a peaceful 
conſcience and an approving Gop, I ſhall feel 
myſelf not only eaſy under any unkind ſuſpicions 
of men, but ſhall be ſafe from unjuſt cenſure and 
ſcorn. I hope I ſhall pity bad men, and love 
good men, even if they ſhould treat me with 
ſeverity and rigour. If 1 ſhould be found in any 
material error, I will readily acknowledge it, and 
gratefully love the friend who ſhall point it out. 


When we have fully demonſtrated the divine 
inſpiration and authority of the holy Scriptures, 
we ſhall proceed to diſplay their excellent uſeful- 
neſs to the ſouls of men the affections of true 
chriſtians towards theſe ſacred writings, with rules 
for the right underſtanding of the law and goſpel 
we ſhall cloſe this part of our work with a plain 
and eaſy view of the whole book of the Revela- 
dions. 


We 


We ſhall then advance to the conſideration of 
the glorious perfections of Gob - the ſcripture 
doctrine of the true and proper divinity of the 
Son and Spirit of Gop—a proſpect of the various 
parts of creation—and a large demonſtration of 
a ſpecial and peculiar providence for the ſupport 
of ſincere believers in Chriſt, We ſhall conſider 
the original perfections and glory of man—his 
ruin and recovery in all its capital parts—and 
take a view of all the doctrines and bleſſings of 
grace—the various branches of fin and duty— 
the beauty of ſocial religion, and the laſt ſcenes 
of death—the immortality of the ſoul, on the 
principles of revelation—the. terror and glory of 


the reſurrection, the eternal judgment, heaven 
and hell. 


Such is the work now propoſed ta the con- 
ſideration of ſerious young chriſtians in general. 
The author commits himſelf and his readers to 
the providence and grace of the moſt glorious 
redeemer of ſouls, waiting for that hour when we 


expect a moſt ſolemn interview in the preſence of 
Gob. 


NorTrAameToN, March 8, 1780. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


HE ideas of exiſtence, and the ideas of a 

God, do not immediately appear connected 
ſo clearly and inſtantly as the ideas of exiſtence, 
and the idea of our own being; or ſo readily as 
we perceive that two and two make four. 


But the exiſtence of God will admit of proof 
by making uſe of other ideas or repreſentations 
of the viſible things of the univerſe, whoſe agree- 
ment, with the idea of God, is in a moment per- 
ceived by the mind in che whole n of 
demonſtration. 2 


Demonſtration is an eaſy proceſs of reabouing, 
beginning from ſome plain and ſelf-evident truth, 
and regularly deſcending by a clear connexion, 


or chain of ideas, till you come at your con- 
cluſion. | 


Reaſoning is employed only about demonſtra- 
ble truths, and our intuitive and ſelf-evident 
perceptions are the ultimate foundation on which 
all our reaſoning reſts. 


And in this manner we have proceeded with 
reſpe& to this contemplation and eaſy demon- 
Vox. I. a ſtration 


| 


i INTRODUCTION. 


ftration of the exiſtence and perſections of Gov. 
We have made uſe of other ideas, taken from 
the viſible creation and the ſoul of man; and 
the agreement of theſe ideas, with our idea of 
God, is inſtantly ſeen by every man of com- 
mon ſenſe, in the whole N of the demon- 
ſtration. 


And thus we may proceed, with reſpect to all 
the branches of natural and revealed religion, 
and by beginning with clear ſelf-eyident truths 
and ſimple ideas, and advancing by eaſy ſteps, 
produce a ſatisfying and beautiful evidence of 

eyery doctrine and duty of the chriſtian religion; 

and diſplay, in a ſtriking and alluring manner, 
to our ingenious and pious youth, all the parts 
of vital holineſs and ſocial virtue: and, at the 
ſame time, the oppoſite ſins and vices may be 
painted in the moſt ugly and diſguſtful colours, 
ſo as to expoſe them to the hatred and ſcorn of 
every perſon that has the leaſt love for his own 
ſoul, or the loweſt degree of deſire t to avoid utter 
ruin for both worlds, 


Thus we may diſplay, in contraſt, the horrid 
deformity and madneſs of atheiſm, andthe beauties 
of true religion; the deteſtable uglineſs of in- 
fidelity, and the excellence of true faith; the 
lovelineſs of gratitude to God, and the deformity 
and horrors of ingtatitude. The nature, appear- 
oke. and horrid effects of pride, as it is a re- 

ſemblance 
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ſemblance of the devil, and the beauties and 
happy conſequences of deep humility. 


Thus we may diſplay the horrors of raſh 
anger, and the infernal malignity of envy and 


revenge, with all the lovely charms of meekneſs 
and patience. 


The infinite evil of apoſtaſy from the goſpel, 
and the cauſes and ruinous conſequences of ſuch 
a dreadful temper, can never be ſet in too ſtrong 
a light, or painted in too terrible a manner. 


The luxury, riot, debauchery, luſt, and mad- 
neſs of the preſent age, can never be painted 
in colours equal to the life : our language hath 
no words nor powers equal to the ſubject, nor is 
there a language in the world ſtrong and copious 
enough for it: a new one ought to be made on 
purpoſe that has phraſes, images, and energies, 
that were never ſeen before; and even then, the 
keenneſs of a Juvenal, the imaginative powers 
of a Milton, the force and grandeur of a Young 
united, would be all too weak to ule an eloquence 
and language equal to our crimes. 


The lukewarmneſs and hypocriſy of multitudes 
of profeſſors of chriſtianity, ought to be diſ- 
played in the moſt vivid and ſtriking manner, 
to the end that the guilty may ſee their own 
picture, and tremble at the frightful deformiry : 
at the. ſame time, a well-informed and rational 

a 2 zeal, 
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zeal, remote from blind bigotry, and well purged 
from uncharitableneſs, and a bitter, bloody, ab- 


ſurd ſpirit of perſecution; I ſay, a well-illumi- 


nated zeal for the truths and purity of the goſpel, 
demands and deſerves to be diſplayed in all its 
ſhining beauty and lovely colours. Never was a 
judicious and manly zeal for the glory of Gob 
more wanting than in our day. 


In a word, all the parts of practical religion, 
with the oppoſite fins and vices, may be treated 
with great advantage in ſhort diſſertations, and ſo 
as to inſtru, convince, and perſuade, at the 
ſame time. . 


I will not ſay that I have been able to execute 


a work in this manner; but this I may affirm, 


that IJ have had an hearty good will to it for 
thirty-five years paſt. 


On March 16, 1745, I firſt laid down my 
plan of a body of divinity, including all the 
principal branches of natural and revealed reli- 
gion, and I have been working at it ever ſince, 


ſometimes with more aſſiduity and ſucceſs, and 


ſometimes with leſs ; but I believe few days have 
paſſed without ſome view to it, or preparation for 
it. I began it for my own uſe, and in order to 
fit myſelf the better to execute the office which 
divine providence and grace aſſigned me: what- 
ever I have met with in books, or public ſermons, 
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or converſation with wiſe and good men, I have 
ſeized as my own, judging that the whole ſyſtem 
of truth and knowledge lies free and open to 
every man that has a love for it. I would wiſh to 
imitate the bee, who roves over all the fields 
and flowers, and converts to her own uſe what- 
ever ſhe finds fit for her purpoſe : ſhe catties 
home her ſpoils, and works them up in her own 
way, without ever being accuſed of theft or in- 
juſtice, 


However, as a Pagan could obſerve, that it is 
honeſt and grateful to acknowledge your obliga- 
tions to all thoſe from whom you have received 
inſtruction and advantage; ſo I would, with the 
utmoſt gratitude and pleaſure, confeſs, that even 
this firſt eſſay would not probably have been 
written, if I had not read Ray, Derham, and Cam- 
bray: Mr. Martin'sDemonſtration of the Exiſtence 
of Gop eſpecially, pleaſed and ſtruck me ſo much, 
that after reading and digeſting. it, I was de- 
termined to attempt to write a more eaſy Con- 
templation on the ſame plan: any perſon of taſte, 
who ſhall think it proper to compare them to- 
gether, will ſee that his diſſertation is more 
learned, copious, and philoſophical than mine: 
on the other hand, mine is adapted to the capa- 
cities of all ſenſible and virtuous young perſons, 
and is, upon the whole, beſt ſuited to my deſign, 
as a proper foundation to all my other Contem- 
plations, Upon 
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Upon a review of a great variety of authors * 
on the Exiſtence of Gon, I think moſt of them too 
abſtracted, or too prolix, to ſuit the underſtanding 
and taſte of our Britiſh youth. The moſt ſimple, 
{triking, and popular arguments, are thoſe which 
are drawn from the viſible world, the ſtructure 
of the human body, and the powers and paſſions 
of the foul; theſe are adapted to the common 
ſenſe and reaſon of all mankind, and will be found 
the beſt ſources of evidence as long as the world 
endures. 


If any perſon of reading and taſte ſhall think 
it worth his while to read over this eſſay on 
Gop and the ſoul, he will eaſily perceive that I 
am indebted to Mr. Grove, Mr. Hubbard, Char- 
nock, Beattie, Dr. Waterland, Dr. Samuel Wright, 
Dr. Watts, Mr. Addiſon, Dr. Blair, Dr. Leng, 
Dr. Gill, and Dr. Young. | 


In all my ſubſequent Contemplations and De- 
monſtrations, I have freely borrowed whatever is 
fit for my purpoſe from every quarter. I take a 
delight in acknowledging my obligations to many 
authors of the richeſt genius, taſte, and piety ; 

and 


- © The beſt authors are, 1. Dr. Cudworth. 2. Dr. Wilkins, 3. Mr. John 
Howe. 4. Charnock, 5. Tillotſon. 6. Mr. Ray. 7. Dr. Bates. 8. Mr, 
Locke. 9. Dr. John Edwards, 10. Dr. Bentley. 11. Dr. Clarke. 12. Dr. 
Derham. 13. Dr. Wiſheart, 14. Whiſton's Aſtronomical Principles of 
Religion. 15. Dr. Nieuwentyte's Religious Philoſopher. 16. Cambray 

on the Exiſtence of God. 17. Mr. Robt. Millar. 18. Wollaſton. 19. Dr. 
Leng. 20. Sir Richard Blackmore. 21. Dr. Ridgely. 22. Mr. Aber- 
nethy. 23. Mr. Grove. 24. Dr. Gill, 25. Dr. Cotton Mather, a 
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and rejoice in the occaſion I have to ſubſcribe to 
the words of the moſt amiable and excellent 
Rollin. “ En un mot, tout ce qu'il y a de 
meilleur dans cet ouvrage n'eſt point de moi; & 
que m'importe d' oũ il ſoit, pourvu qu'il ſe trouve 
utile à la jeuneſſe, qui eſt le ſeul but que Jai du 
me propoſer ? | 


ce Je n'ai garde de vouloir me faire honneur 
des richeſſes d' autruĩ: il y auroĩt en cela quelque 
choſe de plus que de l' imprudence. Je ſouhai- 
terois ſeulement qu'elles puſſent couvrir ma 
pauvretè, & que cette foule de beautes etrangeres 
qui ornent mon ouvrage fit oublier, ou du moins 
excuſer, les defauts qui me ſont perſonnels.“ Þ 


t See Rollin De la Maniere d'Enſeigner et d Etudier Les Belles r e 
tome premier, page 109, 


N. B. The firſt part of this \ yolume | is reprinted 
a fourth time. | 


Nerenaaron, Feb, 16, 1780, 


POST- 
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and rejoice in the occaſion I have to ſubſcribe to 
the words of the moſt amiable and excellent 
Rollin. “ En un mot, tout ce qu'il y a de 
meilleur dans cet ouvrage n'eſt point de moi; & 
que m'importe d'oi il ſoit, pourvu qu'il ſe trouve 
utile a la jeuneſſe, qui eſt le ſeul but que Jai di. 
me propoſer ? 


« Je rai garde de vouloir me faire honneur 
des richeſſes d'autrui: il y auroit en cela quelque 
choſe de plus que de Vimprudence. Je ſouhai- 
terois ſeulement qu'elles puſſent couvrir ma 
pauvretè, & que cette foule de beautès etrangeres 
qui ornent mon ouvrage fit oublier, ou du moins 
excuſer, les defauts qui me ſont perſonnels.“ Þ 


1 See Rollin) De la Maniere d Enſeigner et d Etudier Les Belles ae ne 
tome premier, page 109. 


N. B. The firſt part of this volume is Wan 
a ſourth time. 


Netonunaros, Feb, 16, 1780, 


POST- 


POSTSCRIPT. 


The reader is defired to obſerve, that the glorious 
diſcoveries of divine revelation are not introduced in 
this Contemplation, becauſe we have not yet demon- 
rated the divine authority and inſpiration of 'the 
Scriptures ; but we have, in the preſent eſſay, pro- 
cecded on the principles of reaſon, though it was 
difficult for a man who feels the ſtrongeſt veneration 
and love for the word of God, to reſtrain himſelf in 
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CONTEMPLATION 


ON THE 


EXISTENCE and PERFECTIONS or GOD. 


As demonſtrated from views of MEER MATTER— 
the sUN—the PLANETS—the MOON - cours 
FIXED STARS—the AIR—WATE R—OQOUF EARTH, 

| and its internal FURNITURE—VEGETABLES=— 

” ANIMALS in general—B1RDS—FI1SHES—INSECTS 

— REPTILES, eſpecially SERPENTS—the NATURE 

and roku of Max, including the wonderful 

STRUCTURE of the muMan Bopy, and the 

amazing POWERS and AFFECTIONS of the hu- 

MAN SOUL—NATURAL AFFECTIONS and DUTIES 


to GOD, as the raxexT of the uxIiVERSEB, in 
ſeven INSTANCES, 


A ReynrESENTATION of GOD. 


OD is a ſpiritual being, the firſt cauſe of all 
a4 things. 


4 
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God is infinite being and goodneſs, in a nature 
that underſtands and ſubſiſts of itſelf. 


God is infinite goodneſs, eternally ſatisfied with 
the perfe& love and knowledge of himſelf, and 
taking acomplacency in himſelf by internal actings. 

Vol. I. A | This 


* 


This gives us the true idea and notion of the 
divine nature, antecedent to the creation of the 
world. 


God is a ſpiritual being, endued with abſolute 
and univerſal dominion. 


God is the ſupreme and perſect being, upon 
whom the exiſtence and powers of all other beings 
originally and conſtantly depend. 


Gop is that being, without whom, ſuch a 
frame or conſtitution of the world, ſuch a mag- 


nificent ſtructure could not be for one moment. 


Gop is the creator of all things, the firſt and 
the eternal being, the greateſt, the wiſeſt, and 
the beſt of beings, the ſovereign Loxp and diſ- 
poſer of all his works. The righteous governor 
of his intelleCtual creatures, and the only proper 
object of their worſhip. Dr. Warrs. 


We have already obſerved in the introduction, 
that the idea of exiſtence and the idea of Goo 
do not fo ſoon appear connected as the idea of 
exiſtence 1n general, and the idea of our own be- 
ing; or ſo readily as we perceive the agreement 
of ſome objects with other objects around us. 


But the being of Gop will admit of proof; 
and it demands proof by the reaſon that Gop has 
given us: he has ſo formed our minds, as to ſtir 
up our diligence, and prevent lazineſs : 'tis a 
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ſtriking inſtance of the wiſdom of God, in fram- 
ing our ſouls in ſuch a manner, as that we are 
obliged to uſe our reaſon to diſcern the Gov that 
made us: and we cannot poſſibly approach to 
intire intuition, in our knowledge of Gop, in 
the preſent ſtate of our embodied ſpirits. 


The moſt ſimple and eaſy method of proof, 
with reſpect to the exiſtence of Gov, is by 
making uſe of ideas, drawn from all the viſible 
objects in the creation; the agreement of which 


ideas, with the idea of a wiſe, powerful, good 


being, is inftantly and unavoidably ſeen by the 
mind in the whole proceſs of its operations and 
reaſonings. 


— 


I earneſtly wiſh to have my young reader ſtop 
here, and well digeſt theſe preliminary thoughts; 


7 he will then go on with pleaſure and delight 


through the following eaſy demonſtration of the- 


* exiſtence of a Goo. 


Demonſtration is a regular procedure of the 
human underſtanding ; it conſiſts in beginning 
with one idea of your ſubje&, and then joining 
a ſecond idea of the ſame kind with the firſt, and 


2 third to the ſecond; and ſo on in a clear con- 
nexion. 


Thus, in demonſtrating the exiſtence of God, 
which 1s not known to the human mind by intuitive 


eaſe, but requires a ſtep beyond intuition, —we 
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make uſe of ideas, taken from the parts of the 
viſible creation, whoſe agreement with the idea 
of Go is inſtantly ſeen by the mind in every ſtep 
of the demonſtration. 


Thus, the ideas we have of the ſun, the moon, 
the planets, the comets, the air, fire, earth and 
ſeas, the plants, animals, and the ſtructure and 
powers of man, inſtantly agree with our idea of 
a Gob, as a firſt cauſe of all; poſſeſt of infinite 
underſtanding and power: and it is impoſſible 
for the mind to act as a rational agent, without 
perceiving the agreement of theſe productions in 
creation with the idea of a God. 


And this is the method which the human mind 
purſues in all demonſtrations of any truth what- 
ſoever ; but our preſent deſign is only to demon- 
ſtrate the exiſtence of God. 


Any man of common ſenſe, and common ho- 
neſty, may obſerve, that, in evincing the being 
of a Gop, we proceed, by ſhort ſteps of the un- 
derſtanding, from ideas of the creatures to an 
idea of a Gop, the intelligent and powerful cauſe 
of thoſe creatures : from thoughts of the viſible 


world, to a rational thought of Gop, the author 


of that world, in proper words, and in a clear 
connexion of ideas, till you come to a ſatisfying 
concluſion, concerning the being of a Gov; 


which concluſion ſhall appear as evident to the 
mind 
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mind as the firſt idea with which you ſet out: 
and the whole chain of ideas ſhall appear to the 
eye of the underſtanding to be clearly and cloſely 
connected, and give your ſoul that keen impreſſion 
of truth, and ſtrike the mind with that evidence 
and force, which is called conviction. And as rea- 
ſon is only employed about demonſtrable truths, 
ſo our common ſenſe, or intuitive perceptions, are 
the ultimate and ſure foundation on which all our 
reaſoning firmly and eternally reſts*, 


Let 


Our idea of exiſtence, and our idea of a Gov, do not appear at firſt 
fight ſo connected as the idea of exiſtence, and the idea of our own being; 
beſides theſe two ideas, of exiſtence and of ourſelves, are ſeen by intuition, 
and appear fo connected, that we eannot ſeparate them; we cannot poſſibly 
deny their agreement, nor can we make them piziner by any third idea. 


And thus it is with all axioms or ſelf-evident truths---fuch are theſe, the 
whole is greater than a part. If to equal things be added equals, the ſoms 
are equal. If from equal things be taken away equals, the remainder will 
be equal.---But the exiſtence of a God, the grand firſt intelligent cauſe of 
all things, will admit of proof by reaſoning ; that is, by making uſe of 
other ideas, whoſe agreement with the idea of Gov is inſtantly ſeen by the 
mind; and it cannot be otherwiſe ; when the ſoul compares theſe third 
ideas with the idea of exiſtence and the idea of a Gov, it muſt ſee the 
connexion. 


Every honeſt free-thinker will make uſe of his underſtanding todiſcern 
the exiſtence and perſections of God : he will uſe thoſe third ideas, that 
will enable him to ſee the agreement between the idea of exiſtence and the 
idea of a firſt cauſe, which we call Gop : he will call in to his mind the 
ideas of the heavens, the earth and ſeas, the plants and animals : he will 
call in to his aid the intuitive perceptions he has of his own body and 
ſoul, with their various and wenderful operations : and from all theſe ideas 
he will be powerfully convinced of the exiſtence of a wiſe, good, and al- 
mighty Gop ; on whom we ourſelves, and all worlds, depend. 


An athieſt is not an honeſt enquirer after truth: he is a vrretch of a 
fickly and vitiated vnderſtanding ; he will not make uſe of thoſe ideas of 
the viſible creation which are in his mind to enable him ti diſcern the being 
of a Goo, ' 
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Let us now proceed, my dear reader, to take 
a walk through this grand temple of univerſal 
nature ; and, in every ſtep of our progreſs, with 
wonder and devotion contemplate the great 
original parent and cauſe of all things. 


A DEMONSTRATION of the tExisTENCE of G OD. 


There is a God, a ſupreme and moſt perfect 
being, and the fountain of being and perfection 
to the univerſe. 


That there is a Gop, all nature cries aloud 
through all her works. 


I. The mere EXISTENCE of MATTER ſhews the 
EXISTENCE of G OD. 


All matter is paſſive and dead, totally void of 
motion, utterly incapable of beginning the leaſt 
motion. Who actuates matter? Who is the 
beginner of motion? Who cauſes attraction in 
very near diſtances? Who gives the power of re- 
pulſion when bodies exceed certain diſtances? Who 
cauſes repulfion to begin where attraction ends? 
What is the cauſe of innumerable claſſes of con- 
ſiſtent hard bodies? Who has made a variety of 
elaſtic bodies? What is the cauſe of the conſtant 
and inceſſant action of an attracting power, quite 
through the creation to the centres of the planets? 
And how is it that this attractive power doth not 


act like a mechanical power, by contact, nor ac- 
| cording 
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cording to the quantity of ſurface, but according 
to the ſolid contents of the attracting bodies? 
How if the mutual attraction and gravitation of 
all bodies in the univerſe was to ceaſe for one 
hour, what would become of the world ? Where 
would be the globe of the earth? Where would 
be the- planetary worlds? Where would be the 
mountains, the ſeas, and the buildings of men? 
What would become of all the cities and king- 
doms of the earth? Would you not ſee all the 
frame of nature diſſolved, and the heavens and 
earth in one tremendous ruin ? 


II. Do not the vszs' of the Sun demonſtrate 
a GOD? 


Who gave it ſuch a prodigious magnitude ? 
How came it into its ſituation in our ſyſtem ?. 
Who made the matter of the ſun's body, of ſuch 
a ſort, as to cauſe the moſt pure and intenſe heat ? 
Who made it a hundred times larger in diameter 
than our globe? Who made it the grand fountain 
of light and heat to the whole world of planets, 
animals, metals, and men? Who adjuſted its 
diſtance to ſuch a nicety, as to anſwer the nobleſt 
ends and uſes? O man! would not your heart's 
blood freeze if the ſun were farther diſtant? Would 
not your blood boil in your veins, and your ſkin be 
ſcorched to parchment, were the ſun nearer to our 
world, or if it made a nearer approach to man? 


How 
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How comes the ſun to go ſo many degrees north 
beyond the equator in the ſummer? and ſo exactly 
proceed as far to the ſouth in the winter? Who 
gave him this oblique motion to our globe? Who 
cauſes his daily courſe round the world?“ and his 
yearly circuit in ſo regular an orbit, as to come 
round to the ſame place again in 365 days? 


III. The LAN RETrARY woRLDs ſupply convincing 
PROOFS of INFINITE and ETERNAL POWER. 


Who made the parts of the planets, i. e. land 
and water? Who made the atmoſpheres of the 
planets? Who gave the planets their figure and 
form? Is not a globe the moſt commodious? Would 
not a large plain, or a ſquare in our earth, or, 
the planets, ruin the whole ſyſtem? Doth not the 
ſpherical or round figure reſult from the equal and 
uniform attraction of gravity ? Is not the leaſt 
planet above two thouſand miles in diameter? Is 
not the largeſt planet fourſcore thouſand in dia- 
meter? Are not the ten moons in our ſyſtem the 
effect of infinite wiſdom ? Is not the number of 
the planets the fruit of perfect deſign? What think 
you of the direction of their motion all from weſt 
to caſt? Do you imagine that their diurnal rota- 
tion round their axes follows from their annual ? 
No, not at all. Is not the oblique poſition of 
their axes moſt excellently ſuited to the variety of 
ſeaſons? Can you behold the different and oppoſite 

forces, 


Sir Iſaac Newton would ſpeak in this manger in common W ; 
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forces, originally impreſſed, and perpetually in 
action, and not ſee a Gop? Can you conſider 


the wiſe and perfect adjuſtment of theſe two forces, 


ſo as to produce the circular motion of theſe 
bodies, and not fall down and adore their glorious 
author ? 


IV. The bocrxixE of the Moons is a copious 
SOURCE of ARGUMENTS, to demonſtrate an all- 


perfect G OD. 
Is it not delightful to obſerve, how theſe ſe- 


condary planets revolve about the primary ones, 


by the very ſame laws that govern thoſe prima- 


ries? Is not the magnitude of the moons fitted 
to their uſe and office; and their diſtances from 
their primaries adjuſted with the moſt perfect 
ſkill ? Are not their laws of projectile and cen- 
tripetal force, preciſely the ſame as thoſe of the 
ſuperior planets? How great are their uſes! 
How various the ends of our moon, to agitate 
the watry world; and to produce the moſt 
wonderous and uſeful motions, the flux and re- 
flux of the ſeas, called the tides; with a thouſand 
various uſes beſides! Do not you think that 


3 ſome of the moons of Saturn and Jupiter are 


bigger than our earth? And none are much leſs 
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> than Mercury and Mars. Are theſe the produc- 


tions of chance and blind fortune, or the effects 
of fate and neceſſity? Are they not rather the 
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productions of infinite wiſdom, power, and 
goodneſs? | | 


V. The Cours lay open to our view amazing 
SCENES of the omN1IPoTENCE of GOD, 


What is the ſubſtance of which theſe bodies 
conſiſt ? Is it not of a ſingular nature? Do not 
you ſee it ſo fixed as never to be conſumed? and 
yet ſo volatile as to emit millions of rays of fire 
to your ſight. What is the power by which theſe 
bodies are moved? Who impreſſed upon them their 
projectile force? Who gave them their elliptical 
orbits? Who made thoſe ellipſes ſo various in 
their kinds and diſtances ? Is. not the velocity of 
their motions ſurpriſingly various ? Are not their 
motions when near the ſun four hundred millions 
of times ſwifter than when fartheſt diſtant from 
the ſun? Who made ſuch a number of comets 
(above forty)? How came they to have ſuch 
different periods? Why is one no more than 
ſeventy-five years, whilſt others are near five 
hundred years in performing their revolutions ? 
What is the reaſon that they move in ſuch 
different directions with reſpe& to one another, 
and to the planets; whilſt all the planets and 
ſatellites move from weſt to eaſt in their periodi- 
cal revolutions? 


VI. The 
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FI. The rixeD Stars are innumerable DEMON=- 


STRATIONS of a GOD. 


Are not all the fixed ſtars real ſuns and centres 
of worlds? Do they not enlighten and warm 
ſyſtems of planets, that revolve around theſe 
central fires? What is the ſun in our world but 
a point, when compared with the vaſt extent of 
the cometary field, and the ſtarry heavens ? Sup- 
poſe our ſun was remoyed to ten times the diſ- 
tance from us, would it not appear a hundred 
times leſs? Does not the diſtance even of the 
neareſt fixed ſtar, Sy y ius, exceed the power of 
calculation ? Suppoſe ſound to move at the rate 


ol velocity of ſeven millions of miles per annum, 
when would it reach the neareſt fixed ſtar? Are 


not two things abſolutely neceſſary to render the 
fixed ſtars in the leaſt degree viſible to us ? Is 
not a vaſt and prodigiovs bulk neceſſary ? Is not 


a pure intenſe fire and innate light eſſentially 
= needful to give us the leaſt ſight of theſe im- 
= menſely diſtant worlds? Who fixed their diſ- 


tance? Who gave us faculties to view theſe 
remate glories of the ſkies ? 


\ VII. The ATMosenzre or Alx is a fruitful 


SOURCE of DEMONSTRATION of a glorious 
CREATOR. 


Is not the air the great mean of vegetable 
life? Would not all trees, plants, and herbs 
B 2 die 
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die without air? Do you not find, that the air is 
the grand baſis and food of all animal life? 
What bird, beaſt, or fiſh, could live a few hours 
without air? Air contains the nouriſhment and 
vital ſpirit for all living creatures. O atheiſt ! 
thou canſt not live an hour without air! Feel 
thy dependence on God and his creatures. Is not 
the air the grand medium of light? How could 
the ſun's rays be tempered ſuitably, and tranſ- 
mitted to us agrecably without air? The heat 
would be too intenſe upon us without air. Is 
not the air the grand ſeed-plot of thunders, the 
fuel of lightnings, and the mean of their appear- 
ance? How ſurpriſing is the elaſticity of the 
air! How amazing the ſpringineſs of its texture ! 
What a noble and proper medium of ſound ! All 
the ſweet and melodious ſounds of muſic would 
be loſt to us without air. Could there be any 
rains. or dews without air? No clouds could 
exiſt without air. No ſnows or froſts without 
air. Do not the winds purge.the atr, and pre- 
vent ſtagnation, putrefaction, and death? Is 
not the air furniſhed with pure ſubtle particles, 
which are the vital ſpirit and balm of our blood, 
and feed the flame of all animal life ? 


VIII. The ELZurvr of Warrr evidences the 
utmoſt wispom and DESIGN. 


Here final cauſes pour in upon us from every 
quarter, reſiſtleſs as the rides of the ocean; and 
. | bear 
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bear down all atheiſtical impudence with an 
irreſiſtible torrent! Are not the fluid particles 
exactly ſuited to their uſe and ends? Does not 
this fluidity of water render it a moſt proper 
element for whales and minnows; with all the in- 
termediate ſizes and ſpecies of fiſh? Is not the 
ocean the glorious baſis of navigation, and the 
grand mean of commerce and trade for all. the 
nations of the globe? Is not the ſea the univerſal 
ciſtern for rains, the grand and inexhauſtible re- 
ſervoir for rivers, ſprings, and pools of water ? 
Does not the vaſt world of waters furniſh the 
principal nouriſhment of all the tribes of plants 
and animals in the world? Do we not find in 
the ſeas an aſtoniſhing variety of curious and 
beautiful vegetables, perhaps richer than any 
upon land? Marine productions, eſpecially co- 
rals, are ſtriking inſtances of the immenſe riches 
of creating wiſdom and goodneſs, 


IX. The Gro of our EarTH, in all its parts, 


proclaims an infinite, powerful, and glorious 
G OD. 


View all its external parts, What think you 
of its lofty mountains; its. towering hills; its 
humble vallies? See how the rocks ſerve for 
ſprings ! the vallies for fruitfulneſs and paſturage! 
How various the moulds and beds of earth ! How 


are the ſeveral ſoils ſuited to all the purpoſes of 


vegetation ? 
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vegetation? Is not the ſurface of the globe the 
grand baſis of huſbandry, and all ſorts of preciqus 
grain? Is it not the ground-work of all garden- 
ing, plants, fruits, and flowers? Does not the 
face of ſome parts of the globe ſerve for good 
manure to produce fruitfulneſs in others? Is not 
our earth the grand mother of all our foods and 
all our beauteous flowers? Survey the internal 
parts of our earthly ball: what various quarries 
of ſtone 'for buildings of all kinds, from the 


meaneſt cottage to the grandeſt ſtructure! what 


beds of coals for our fires ! what veins of all ſorts 
of minerals ! what various ores for metals ! what 
ſtores of lead! what beds of iron! and what im- 
menſe treaſures of ſilver and gold, which ſerve us 
for monies for commerce, and all the uſes of civil 
and animal life ! and what variety of precious 
ſtones of various colours and amazing brilliancy ! 
above all, what beneficence in God to furniſh us 
with that ineſtimable jewel, the Magnet, or 
Loadſtone; which excels, in point of worth 
and uſefulneſs, all the precious ſtones in the 
whole creation ! 


X. The whole VEGETABLE WorLD demonſtrates 
a GOD. | 


What an amazing number of kinds! Are there 

not above fixteen thouſand ſpecies of vegetables ? 

What do you think of the ſtructure of a plant? 
2 | 


Do 


«cat het 


3 


l 


Do you not ſee the wiſdom of a Deity in the 
make of a vegetable? How beautiful is the 
growth of all vegetables, according to the laws 
of nature on fluids ! how curious the parts, the 
leaves, the flowers, the fruit, the ſeed! How do 
the-virtues of vegetables, for food and medicine, 
proclaim the exquiſite wiſdom and beneficence of 
the adorable Creator ! 


XI. An1MALs, or animated MATTER, ſupply moſt 
amazing PROOFS of a G0 D. 


The ſtructure of animals is more complete than 
that of vegetables. Is not the growth of all ani- 
mals an effect ſuperior to that of vegetables? 
Does not animal life depend- on freſh food, as 
well as on air and water? Is not animal growth the 
effect of a proper digeſtion, and a regular diſ- 
tribution of the nutritious particles to every part? 
How ſuitable are the proviſions for every kind of 
animals? How nicely and well adjuſted their 
apparatus to receive and digeſt their ſod? See 
the mouth to receive! the teeth to chew! the 
tongue to aſſiſt in chewing! the gullet to tranſ- 
mit to the bowels ! the ſtomach to digeſt! the 


= inteſtines to ſtrain off, by means of the lacteals ! 
mark the progreſs of the chyle into the blood 


| ſee the colour and texture of this grand ſtream of 


> feeling! how divine the ſtructure of the eyes | 


life! how delicate the ſyſtem of the nerves for 


how 
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how accurately formed are the ears for ſound ! 
how exact the noftrils! and what a rich filver 
cord is the ſpinal marrow! Is not the prone 
poſture of quadrupeds the moft ſuited to their 
food and manner of life! Is not their motion on 
all four admirable? Are not the forms of their 
bodies amazingly various? Yet, is not evety 
different ſpecies beautiful in its kind? See the 


various cloathing of animals! Are they not 


fuited + to their dwellings, and ſtations in the 
creation? Is not their natural armature truly 
expreſſive of wiſe deſign and perfect contrivance 
in its almighty author ? Obſerve their grand 
governing principle, which directs and animates 
all their motions and purſuits! Is not the ſu- 
preme law of inſtinct a more uniform and infal- 
lible guide to beaſts, than reaſon to man? Who 
has impreſſed this law on all animals, and taught 
them to purſue invariably, and attain their ends 
and the perfection of their being, without fore- 
thought or deſign ? Who, but a Gop; can direct 
theſe creatures to attain their proper end without 
any e knowledge or intention? 


XII. The xarvas of Binns furniſbes irrefiſtible 
 .___ ARGUMENTS of the wispom of GOD. 


View their heads; how adapted for flying! 
admire their various beaks and eyes! What do 
you think of their manner of motion ? What do 
— — .» you 
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A you judge of their power of flying chrough the 
air? Are not the variety of their movements in 
the atmoſphere wonderful? How well fitted are 
their wings and muſcles for flight, and how ſuited 
are their claws to ſeize their prey, or defend their 
lives! what art in their neſt ! what beauty in their 
IF eggs ! how patient and conſtant in hatching their 
young ! how ſtrong and violent their natural love 
f to their offspring! how beautiful and grand are 
their plumage or feathers! how ſurpriſing are 
their journies or travels, for thouſands of miles, 
5 L ichout chart or compaſs 


XIII. The nature of Fiskks is a manifold pz- 
; MONSTRATION of a GOD. 


* Conſider their habitation, the larger and the 
leſſer waters. Is not the watry world ſuited to 
their nature and genius, and their conſtitution 

and capacity admirably adapted to the fluid ele- 
ment? Is not the action of ſwimming wonder- 
ful? Are they not provided with a proper 
apparatus for ſwimming? Do you not obſerve 
how their bodies, their heads, their fins, their 
bladders, are all ſuited to this purpoſe ? How 
keen and quick is their ſight! Does not this 
* ſupply their want of ears? Are they not totally 
. Ceſtitute of ears and lungs? But do not their 
quick eyes ſupply their want of ears? and do not 
their gills fully ſupply their want of lungs ? How 

Yor. I. C _ admirably 
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admirably contrived are theſe gills, by which they 
live and breathe! how delicate their covering ! 
what exquilite art and beauty in the texture and 
colour of their ſcales! how free their motions ! 
how nimbly they cut the water ! and how fitly are 
many clafſes furniſhed with arms for defence! 
what an amazing beauty in the ſhell fiſh ! what 
an endleſs variety in the forms | what garniture ! 
what brilliancy and profuſion of ornament on 
their ſhells! what amazing curioſity and neat- 
neſs of work! and what a ſhining proof of the 
exuberant goodneſs and artifice of Gop ! 


XIV. The nature of Ixs ers furniſhes a prolix 
and pathetic LECTURE on GOD. 


Is not the inſet world a peculiar and 
amazing part of the creation? How numerous 
are the ſpecies! The moſt numerous claſs of 
all the animal world, Ray thinks 20,000 kinds. 
He found near 200 kinds near Braintree, in Eſſex. 
And how various their manner of life ! how 
curious the ſhape of their bodies ! how great the 
number of their parts! what ſurpriſing minute- 
neſs! and how delicate the finery of their dreſs ! 
what glowing colours! what curious carving ! 
what rich embroidery! what 'nice enamelling ! 
what ſplendor of gold and filver ! what diamonds, 
pearls, and all manner of precious ſtones, garniſh 
their cloathing! what ſcarlet, blue, green, yellow, 

; violer, 


* 
violet, of the richeſt dyes! here is ſcarlet in grain, 
ſky-blue, Saxon-green, and every other colour 
and ornament! What lady's dreſs, what mo- 
narch's robe, can compare with the beauties of an 
inſet? How keen their ſenſations ! how piercing 
their ſagacity! how ſwift their motions! how 
quick the vibrations of their wings! what 
amazing transformations do they undergo! ſee 
their egg! the worm or maggot produced ! their 
ſtate of inaction or ſeeming death in an enamelled 
caſe! How rich are the cloaths of an inſect- fly 
in it's glory and perfection! what an aſſemblage 
of jewels are ſtudded on the back and wings ! 
what an aſtoniſhing profuſion of ornaments ! 
gold, and pearls, azure, green, and vermillion, 
of the richeſt dyes! Do they not outvie the 


grandeſt lady, or the richeſt monarch in the 
world? 


XV, Rer rss and SzreenTs demonſtrate the 
all-wiſe G OD. 


Are not their forms various ? Is not the motion 
of ſome kinds by legs and feet? of others by feet 
without legs? Do not-others creep in a worm- 
like manner, without legs or feet? Are not the 
movements of the Centipee, or hundred feet, moſt 
ſtupendous ! What conſent in all the motions of 
theſe numerous feet? What doſt thou think of 


the ſerpent kind ? the manner of their life, and 
ca C 2 vheir 
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their various food? How wiſe the contrivance 
of Gop's providence in aſſigning their proper 
dwellings, and preventing their hurting his noble 
creature man! How amazing are the fore- 
thoughts of Gop! His attention to his offspring 
man appears in the formation of that voracious 
reptile the Crocodile. 


XVI. The wnaTturt and Form of Max wonder- 
fully prove the ExtsrENCE, PERFECTIONS, and 
PROVIDENCE of the moſt powerful and glorious 
GOD. 


Conſider the parts and ſtructure of his body! 
Is not the body of man the nobleſt piece of ani- 
mal mechaniſm po.ſible in nature? Does it not 
really tranſcend the power and thought of man 
to imagine any form or ſtructure more perfect, 
more elegant, more grand, and commodious ? 
What do you judge of man's ere& poſture ? his 
beauteous ſhape? his proper ſtature? the ſtructure 
and accuracy of the parts? the fitneſs of every part 
to its office and end ? How marvellous the har- 
mony and conſent of every member to the whole 
frame! what ſparkling brightneſs in the eyes! 
what ſweet melody in the voice! how quick the 
ears to receive all manner of ſounds! how nicely 
adjuſted are the palate and taſte to all forts of 
foods! what a noble inſtrument is the tongue 

Hence ſpeech and eloquence, oratory and per- 
| . ſuaſion, 


; [ 21 ] 


ſuaſion. What wonders appear in the hand of 
man! its formation, and its aftoniſhing variety 
of uſes! what majeſty in the face! how im- 
menſely various are the countenances of men ! 
what an endleſs difference in the voices and 
hand-writing of men! 


What a ſtriking proof of Gop in the ſoul of 
man! How much of Gop appears here! what 
an amazing and irreſiſtible evidence of God is 
diſcovered in a foul! The ſoul of man is a 
ſhining argument to demonſtrate the being and 
preſence of an infinite Gop. 


The powers of man's mind ſhew him to be 
almoſt a divine exiſtence, He thinks —he is 
conſcious of internal acts—he forms ideas of all 
things—he reaſons on his thoughts —he perceives 
an infinite variety of objects he reflects on theſe 
images of things in his mind—he recolle&s his 
thoughts, and ſurveys their agreement with ob- 
jects, and their difference from each other—he 
brings all paſt ages and time preſent to his mind, 
and views the tranſactions of men, and revolu- 
tions of empires for thouſands of years he can 
recolle& a thouſand, ten thouſands, a million of 
facts almoſt at once—or he makes them pals in a 
quick ſucceſſion before the eyes of his mind—he 
marks the different nature and tendency of men's 
actions—ſees how one kind have a direct influence 


upon 
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upon his peace and happineſs, while another iſſue 
in ruin, devaſtation, and death. 


He commands the future time to the preſent 
view of his vaſt and mighty mind ; looks into 
future years and ages; foretels the conſequences 
of actions to individuals, and to the ſocieties of 
men; penetrates the dark veil of future ages, 
and dives into the conditions of. the human na- 
ture for ten thouſand years to come, yea for ten 
thouſand millions in hell and heaven. 


He purſues a mental tour round the earth, and 
ranges in his thoughts all over the ſkies ; he roves 
from planet to planet, from ſun to ſun, from world 
to world, almoſt to infinity ! he views one ſyſtem 
of worlds after another with infinite ſpeed and 
velocity; and after all can form in his imagi- 
nation, and graſp in his thoughts, millions of 
worlds more than ever exiſted. 


He ſees the eternal difference between moral 
good and evil; and in ſpite of pride, in ſpite of 
hell, is forced to confeſs the beauty of the one, 
and the deformity of the other; the deſtructive 
conſequences of vice, and the infinite advantages 
and tranſcendent joys of virtue. 


He feels in his frame a ſocial principle; and, in 
ſpite of all his ſelfiſhneſs, he cannot but love ſo- 
ciety. He flies from ſolitude, and delights in the 
converſe of his fellow men. In ſociety we attain the 

utmoſt 
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utmoſt diſtinction and deſtination of our nature. 
We give free ſcope to our reaſoning powers, and 
arrive at the full perfection of our moſt excellent 
paſſions and faculties. 


Ever-preſent and ever- active God ! thou filleſt all 
worlds with thy preſence, and thine energy works 
quite through all the ſyſtems which thy hands 
have formed; the infinitely active force of thy 
will penetrates our globe, and all the planets to 
their very centres. The original laws of the uni- 
verſe have no influence ſeparated from thy pre- 
ſence and almighty power. Thine energy, O 
Gop ! penetrates every moment to the very centre 
of the ſun, and all his blazing beams and glories 
are borrowed from thy ſuperior radiance. Thine 
inceſſant and immenſe fulneſs feeds his fires, and 
maintains him in his full ſplendor, without decay. 
His univerſal influence is but a feeble reſemblance 
of thine omnipreſence and inexhauſted benefi- 
cence ! 

The planetary worlds are ſuſpended by thine 
ever-preſent agency in univerſal ſpace—their op- 
poſite, but uſeful forces, are impreſſed upon them 
by thy Hand ; they perform their ſtated revolu- 
tions with the utmoſt punctuality to a moment, 
under the inſpection and guidance of thy perfect 
wiſdom and unerring ſkill, 


The fixed ſtars, thoſe eſſential flames, and 
centres of worlds innumerable, were all produced 


by 
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by the infinite activity of thy will, and thine im- 
menſely fruitful goodneſs; their prodigious and 
unmeaſurable bulk is the production of thy 
power; and their innate fires, and immaculate 
brightneſs, are derivedꝰ from that Goo, who is 
purer than the unſtained light, and brighter than 
ten thouſand ſuns. Thou art light, and in thee, 
O my God, there is no darkneſs at all! 


How great is the reſemblance of the human 


| ſoul to Gop ! 


His exiſtence and omnipreſent agency is 
clearly ſeen in the human foul. The exiſtence of 
the ſoul proclaims the exiſtence of Goo. The 
inviſibility of the ſoul demonſtrates the inviſible 
GOD. The vaſt ſtretch of our thoughts and 
imaginations evinces his omnipreſence—the 
incorruptibility of the ſoul proclaims the immor- 
tality of Gop—the vaſtneſs of our deſires evin- 
ces his eternity and immenſe goodneſs - the 
vigorous and keen perceptions and foreknowledge 
of our ſouls, declare the infinite preſcience, fore- 
thought, knowledge, and wiſdom of Gop—the 
native benevolence of a ſoul evinces the un- 
bounded generoſity of the Deity; and the con- 
ſciouſneſs of ſhame and pain when we think a 
bad thought, or do a mean or bad action, evinces 


his effential juſtice the dominion of the ſoul 


over the body repreſents the dominion of Goo 
| | over 
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over the world - the prudence and forethought of 
man to provide againſt future wants and dangers, 
declare Gov's univerſal and actual providence. 


Great Goo! what a lively image is a human 
ſpirit of thine eſſential glories and perfections 


NATURAL DUTIES to GOD the rFounTars of 
the UNIVERSE. 


I. AbMRATTON of GOD. 


Admiration is that ſudden ſurpriſe at the no- 
velty and grandeur of an object, by which the 
ſoul is faſtened down to the contemplation of it. 
It is a ſenſible, agreeable, and reſpectful emotion 
of the ſoul ariſing from the ſight of a new or 
grand object, ſuited to excite that commotion. 

Religion itſelf is in a great meaſure bred by 
admiration ; for what is it imprints on the mind 
that belief and reverence of a divine Being, but 
an admiring view of his works? All things are full 
of God. The creation is nothing elſe but a maſs 
of wonders; all proclaiming the wiſdom of the 
Deity in forming them, and the wiſdom of man 
in adoring him upon that account. With how 
much reaſon does Adam, from the contemplation 
of the ſurpriſing ſcene around him, riſe to.noble 
acknowledgment and veneration of the boundleſs 
perfection of the great Creator! 


«Theſe are thy glorious works, parent of good! 
* Almighty! thine this univerſal frame; 
Vor. I. D | * Thus, 
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« Thus, wond'rous fair; thyſelf how wond'rous 
« then! 

« Unſpeakable ! who ſitt'ſt above theſe heavens, 

« To us inviſible, or dimly ſeen | 

© In theſe thy loweſt works; yet theſe declare 

« Thy goodneſs beyond thought, and power 
divine.“ Parad. Loſt, b. V. 152. 


2. Love to GOD. 

Love is the gravitation or weight of the ſoul 
towards good, ariſing from a ſenſe and preception 
of that good, and its ſuitableneſs to give us plea- 
ſure, or its agreement with its faculties and taſte, 
Eſteem is a ſimple thought that the object is 
beautiful, and fit to do us good. Deſire is a 
ſimple tendency or bearing of the heart towards 
good. Deſire being a moſt vigorous and ſprightly 
principle, is the original of diligence and activity. 
All the powers of nature without this would be 
aſleep, and the moſt charming objects be unable 
to provoke us to purſue them. The motion of 
the heart, in ſtrong deſires, is extremely vehement; 
and from the heart great forces of ſpirits are de- 
tached to the ſeveral members of the body, which 
diſpoſe a man for action, and give a briſkneſs and 
chearfulneſs to his endeavours. Benevolence is 
the wiſhing the good deſired to ſome being or 
other, who is capable of receiving that good. 
Love to Goo includes a clear knowledge of his 


fitneſs to do us good an carneſt deſire of a 
| deep 
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deep intereſt in his love —a free fixed inclination 
of the will towards him—an intenſe - emotion of 
the heart after him—an union of all our powers 
in his ſervice—and a reſting of the will in him, 
conſidered as the chiefeſt good. 

3. VENERATION and Fear of GOD. 


- Veneration is an eſteem of ſome free agent, as 
in a capacity of being beneficial or hurtful to us, 
joined with a deſire of ſubjecting ourſelves to him. 


The veneration of God's name conſiſts in this; 
that we religiouſly forbear the trifling and diſ- 
honourable uſe of his name, and uſe it ſeriouſly 
and reverently, as often as we do ſo at all; that 
is, ſo far as poſſible with an actual ſenſe of Goo 
upon our minds, and always with that gravity 
and compoſure in our words and behaviour, which 
is a known token of reverence, and proper to in- 
timate our real perſuaſion of heart, and inward 
ſenſe of the being, preſence, and excellence of 
God, as well as with an intention to promote this 
deep ſenſe of Gop in ourſelves and others. And 
theſe expreſſions and intentions muſt bear a pro- 
portion to the occaſion and circumſtances wherein 
the venerable name of Gop is uſed. 


Fear of Gop is a lively ſenſe of God's infinite 
capacity to communicate to us the greateſt good 
and happineſs, or inflict upon us the moſt terrible 

and laſting evils and miſery : fear is a painful ap- 
prehenſion of danger. 

D 2 Fear 
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Fear in general is that paſſion of our nature, 
whereby we are excited to provide for our ſecurity 
upon the approach of evil. Gop ſeems to have 
intimated the uſe of this paſſion in every motion 
of our natural fears. Our natural fears are either 
ſudden or deliberate: the ſudden are ſuch as come 
upon us ſurpriſingly, and without deliberation. 
But, how unreaſonable ſoever, they carry a moſt 
reaſonable admonition along with them; and, upon 
each of their ſurpriſing motions, ſeem to whiſper : 
« Thus it is that man ought to fear Gop.” Our 
deliberate fears are juſt to the ſame intima- 
tion, and, in each of their motions, point out 
Gop to the firſt glances of our reaſon: for if 
it be reaſonable to fear want, how much more 
reaſonable is it to fear Him, whoſe bounty is the 
fountain of all our ſupplies ! 


Reverence, as it is the diſpoſition of rational, 
but-at the ſame time frail and finful creatures, 
towards the ſupreme all- perfect Creator, is made 
up of eſteem and fear; of the moſt exalted eſteem 
of his infinite excellencies, and a deep ſenſe of our 
own meanneſs and finfulneſs, compared with his 
majeſty and purity ; a fear of incurring his diſ- 
pleaſure, by an unſuitable temper and conduct. 

4. IRusr and DEPENDENCE on GOD. 


Dependence is a feeling ſenſe and conviction, 
that we are at the diſpoſal and direction of GOD, 
and ſubject to change for the better or the worſe. 


at 


. 


at his pleaſure: or it is a deep conviction, that all 
good is from Gob, and all our happineſs in his 


power. | 

To truſt in any perſon, or intelligent agent, is to 
expect good from his benevolence or kind affec- 
tions : in order to which, there muſt not only be a 
perſuaſion of his good diſpoſitions, but of his all- 
ſufficient power. 


Truſt conſiſts in a chearful hope of being pro- 
vided for, and made happy by God, in a way of 
well-doing, and a firm confidence in his unfailing 
power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, and his perfectly 
wiſe and good government. 


- The expeCtation of the performance of our de- 
ſire, is that we call ann upon God for 
help and aſſiſtance. 


5. ResicnaTIOoNn to GOD. 


A ready ſubmiſſion to the will of Gop, and a 


chearful reſignation to his diſpenſations, are other 
branches of a religious temper, ſpringing from 
the ſame root. As the will of Gop is the will of 
him who gave us our being, all our powers of 
action, and facutties of enjoyment, the world, 
and every good thing we poſſeſs, it is plain he has 
a right to direct the exerciſe of what is properly 
his own; and we are, both by juſtice and grati- 
tude, bound to obey him in the practice of what- 
ever, by our reaſon, or any other way, he ſhews 

us 
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us to be his will. The will of God is the will of 
the wiſeſt and moſt benevolent being. 


6. WorsniP and rRAISE of Gop. 


Religious worſhip is an acknowledgment, vene- 


ration, and love of all God's infinite excellencies 


and perfections, according to the divine will and 
appointment, and not according to the will and 
fancy of the worſhipper. Worſhip is an a& of 
the underſtanding and will, an act of the ſoul 
applying itſelf to the knowledge of the excellence 
of Gop, and entertaining actual thoughts of his 
glorious majeſty, recollecting, with the utmoſt 
veneration and delight, his tranſcendent attri- 
butes, as the ſupreme Lord and Governor, of the 
world; which is natural knowledge: beholding 
the glory of his perfections, as the generous bene- 
ſactor and judge of the whole creation. 


Natural worſhip is an acknowledgment or ex- 
preſſion of the veneration, honour, and eſteem, 
which are due to Gop ; and that on account of 
the infinite perfections of his nature, which are 
the only foundation for it. The relation we ſtand 
in to him, with our dependence upon him, re- 
ceipts and expectations from him, are the motives . 
and obligations to it. Praiſe conſiſts in an ex- 
preſſion of our inward ſenſe of the infinite pro- 
penſity of Gop's nature to make us happy with 
delight: by conferring on us all thoſe bleſſings 

that 
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that are ſuited to refine and ennoble our natures, 
and raiſe us to the higheſt pitch of perfection and 


felicity. 


7. Zeal for the cLoxy of GOD as the ultimate 
END of our EXISTENCE. 


Zeal is a mixed paſſion, campoſed of grief and 
anger, and fervent love and deſire; for what a 
man loves earneſtly, he is careful to ſee 
honoured, and grieved to ſee it diſhonoured: It 
is an eagerneſs in purſuing good things, when 
the end and manner of acting is good. 


Zeal conſiſts in a juſt and deep regard to the 
nature, and character, and glories of Go, felt in 
the heart, and ſhewn in the uniform tenor of our 
words and actions. 


Zeal will prompt us to confeſs all the ſins we 
have committed, and take ſhame to ourſelves for 
all our deviations from the rectitude, beauty, 
and goodneſs of Gop, and the rules of virtue. 
To delight in the beauty and goodneſs of Gop 
above all things, eſteeming him above all trea- 
ſures and pleaſures, committing all our cares and 
concernments, both of life and death, into his 
hands. Fervent zeal will excite us to defend the 
honour of his perfections, when they are denied 
or degraded by the tongues or the actions of 
atheiſts and rebels, deiſts and ſocinians, who ſet 


themſelves againſt him, 
Zeal 
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Teal will farther ſtimulate us to improve all 
our talents of nature and ſcience, of power and 
wealth, of reputation and intereſt, for Goy's ho- 
nour; producing the fruits of light, truth, and 
virtue, in proportion to the excellencies of our 
faculties, and the advantages we enjoy. 


True zeal will lead us farther to honour Gop 
by humility, deep humility, in acknowledging 
our infinite diſtance from him, our guiltineſs be- 
fore him, and dependence upon him; by thank- 
fulneſs, in ſetting a due value on all God's bleſſings 
of nature and providence, expreſling a deep ſenſe 
of the worth of health, wealth, and wiſdom ; by 
chearfulneſs before Gop, recommending the plea- 
fure of his ſervice as moſt agreeable to our facul- 
ties, moſt ſuited to our taſte, and moſt happily 
promotive of our nobleſt intereſt; avowing, in the 
face of the whole world, that all Gov's paths are 
full of rational and ſolid ſatisfaction; and that we 
are ſo far from repenting of our obedience to his 
order and conſtitution, that we regard it as the 
higheſt advancement of our natures, and conſider 
the imitation of his ſupreme and eſſential good- 
neſs as our utmoſt delight and glory. 


A CO N- 


A 


CONTEMPLATION 
o THE 
IMMORTALITY, POWERS, axv AF FEC TIONs 
or Tur 
HUMAN SOUL; 


AS AN IMAGE OF THE 


KNOWLEDGE, WISDOM, POW ER, 
axnv IMMORTALITY or GOD. 


Vor. I. E 


A CONTEMPLATION, Kc. 


S the ſoul of man is a moſt glorious evidence 

of the exiſtence and attributes of Goo, it 
will be inſtructive and uſeful to enter into farther 
views and conſiderations of the NaTURE, POWERS, 
AFFECTIONS, QUALITIES, and IMMORTALITY of the 
foul. Theſe views will enlarge our proſpects 
of the wonderful perfections of God, and diſpoſe | 


us to pay a greater attention to the neceſſity and 
excellence of divine revelation. 


A ReyrEsENTATION of the Sour, 


In its eſſence, powers, affections, moral quali- 
ties, reſemblance to Goo, and its immorrtality. 


The ſoul of man, conſidered as a ſpiritual 
being, is a moſt ſimple and immutable eſſence, 
having no kind of compoſition in its nature, and 
incapable of being changed in its ſubſtance. 


Its ESSENCE is void of all matter, having no 
ſolid extenſion or diviſibility of parts; it 1s 
eſſential to the nature of the ſoul to be active. 
Life, power, and thought, are the very nature and 
eſſence of the ſoul. The life of the ſoul is its 
ſtate of active rational exiſtence. : 

E 2 In 
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In its POWERS, as a rational ſpirit, we may 
conſider its underſtanding ; hence knowledge or 
ſcience : we conſider its will or ſelf- determining 
power ; hence the amazing dominion of the will 
over the body, and its various actions. 


In its Arrscrioxs, or ſenſible commotions, 
atiſing from the perception of objects appearing 
new or great, good or evil; with the circum- 
ſtances of good or evil conſidered as preſent or 
abſent, poſſible or impoſſible, probable or im- 
probable; which affections are called primitive 
or derivative. 

In the MoRAL QUALITIES of the ſoul; ſuch are 
wiſdom, goodneſs, holineſs, juſtice, ſincerity, 
humility, meekneſs, integrity. 


The 1MMoRTALITY of the sour demonſtrated on 
the PRINCIPLES of REASON. 


The proof of the immortality of the ſoul muſt 
be acceptable to all who have not made it their 
- Intereſt, that the ſoul ſhould be mortal, or at 
leaſt think it their intereſt that it ſhould be ſo. 


To the proof of its immortality by reaſon, Mr. 
Henry Grove premiſes,* 1. Incorruptibility ex- 
preſſes not the whole idea of immortality ; which 
is an endleſs progreſſion or continuance in life: 
what never had life as a mathematical or phyſical 


point, without parts or pores : or what has had 
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life, and loſt it; but the ſubſtance ſtill remain- 
ing may be incorruptible. Incorruptibility is 
therefore but a ſtep towards the proof of immor- 
tality. ; 


2. The life of a ſpiritual being is placed in 
thinking, either in the faculty of it, which is 
radical life; or the act of it, which is actual life. 
If there be a latent principle, which, when all 
reſtraints are taken away, will exert itſelf, there 
is what may be called life, though not in act: it 
it was actually dead, it could never of itſelf re- 
turn again to action or life, 


3. Philoſophically ſpeaking, there is a dif- 
ference between DEATH and ANNIHILATION, The 
latter is the extinction of the ſubſtance. Death 
is only the privation of a quality or attribute of 
a being; the ſubſtance remaining ſafe : for other- 
wiſe, ſuppoling any created being eſſentially en- 
dowed with life, Gov cannot deſtroy the life 
without, at the ſame time, deſtroying the ſub- 
ſtance or being. 


4. The nature of the ſoul is ſo peculiar, that 
it will continue in life, notwithſtanding all the 
Jars and rencounters or claſhing of ſecond cauſes. 
God can diveſt the ſoul of actual cogitation; 
and if he could take away the power of thinking 
(which cannot be conceived) and the ſubſtance 


remain, the ſoul would be naturally immortal, 
| and 
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and no force of finite beings can deprive it of 
life, it having a defence in its own nature 
againit the moſt violent. attacks, 


5. If ſome of the proofs alledged for the ſoul's 
immortality do not directly and fully evince its 
never dying; if they conclude for a future ſtate, 
and the ſoul ſurvives the body ; and is rewarded 
or puniſhed, in a future world, for an indefinite 
length of time; we ſhall then eaſily admit the 
future ſtate to be eternal: this will follow almoſt 
of courſe upon the other. 


Now for the proofs on the principles of reaſon 
alone.* 


I. The soul is naturally immortal, and therefore 
will be actually ſo. 


What is eſſentially indiviſible can receive no 
alteration in its properties from finite cauſes : 
notwithſtanding all which, as it remains the ſame 
individual, ſo the ſame thinking ſubſtance as 
ever. All change, by colliſion of bodies, is made 
by a change of the ſubſtance itſelf; which, having 
its parts differently ranged, puts on new qualities: 
now it is to our thought impoſſible, that any 
ſuch change ſhould befall an indiviſible ſub- 
ſtance as would infer a change in its powers, 
unleſs made by omnipotence itſelf; nay, if the 

thinking 

* We ſhall give no evidences of the immortality of the ſoul from ſcrip 
ture, till its inſpiration and 4 ivine authority ſhall be demonſtrated. 
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thinking faculty be effential, as may be made 
appear to be highly probable, the ſoul muſt con- 
tinue one thinking ſubſtance to eternity ; and, if 
thus naturally immortal, we may conclude ac- 
tually ſo. We cannot ſuppoſe God will annihilate 
the ſoul: for, though bodies are changed many 
ways, yet they are not annihilated; and ſpirits 
being far more excellent, if God could take away 
the life of the ſoul without annihilation, we can- 
not ſuppoſe he would, becauſe it does not ſeem 
to be for his glory. An organized living body 
diſplays much more of his {kill and power than a 
lump of undigeſted earth: and a thinking ſub- 
ſtance is capable of glorifying him much more 
than an unthinking one; and therefore he will 
not, without good reaſon, deprive it of thought, 
and reduce it to ſenſeleſs inactivity. Though we 
ſee the moſt elegant ſtructures of matter, diſplay- 
ing much beauty and art, diſſolved and come to 
ruin, there is not the ſame reaſon for any thing 
of the like nature reſpecting ſpirits. When an 
organized body falls to pieces, the matter of it 
does not become uſeleſs, but goes to make up 
other bodies, and ſo the world is preſerved: but 
if an immaterial being be diveſted of thought, it 
cannot make another, or part of another, ſuch 
being: for the ſubſtance being one, and invaria- 
ble, if it be endowed with thought, it muſt be- 
come the ſame again that it was before; we can, 

therefore, 


nexion with the rational faculty, and a principle 
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therefore, ſee no good reaſon why Gop ſhould 
ut a period to the life of the ſoul : he has fitted 
it for an endleſs life, and therefore deſigns it for 
fuch a ſtate. We' may reaſonably conclude Gop, 


in creating it, deſigned it for ſuch an end, for 
which it is manifeſtly fitted. 


II. There is in MAN a DESIRE of IMMORTALITY. 


And this is univerſal, ſo that a man cannot 
extinguiſh it. The deſpairing wretch, who flies 
to death, and hopes for annihilation, at that time 
dreads an immortality which he ſuſpects will be 
miſerable: he wiſhes he had no reaſon to chuſe a 
loſs of being, which is a proof he has not put off 
the general defire of immortality. The moſt 


powerful enemies of an immaterial, immortal 


foul, cannot ſhift off this deſire, but only change 
its ohject. Thus, Epicurus was willing his name 
Hoald ſurvive, and, when dying, hoped for im- 
Mortality in his philoſophical works. So his 
diſciple Horace, hopes in his poems Non omnis 
moriar; multaque pars mei, vitabit libitinam.“ 
Thus, inſtead of real immortality, they covet an 
empty name; and this deſire is not only univer- 
ſal, but ſtrictly natural, and therefore from God, 
who made it to be gratified; and, if not, would 
imply a deſect in the divine power or goodneſs. 
If it be ſaid ſuch a deſire has a neceſſary con- 


| . of 
Lib. III. Ode xxx. Line 6. 
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of ſelf-· love; for the ſame reaſon as man wills his 
preſent exiſtence, he muſt therefore deſire immor- 
tality; but this deſire may be where it was not 
deſigned by Gop, and then he is not obliged to 
ratify it. Dr. Sherlock ſays, this deſire muſt 
prove the ſoul immortal, elſe the very ſrame of 
its nature cheats it into fond hopes of immorta- 
lity : but it may be replied, hope is a mixture 
of deſire and beliF; and if, from deſire, we pro- 
ceed to the belief of that immortality, we may 
delude ourſelves, but have no cauſe to complain 
of our maker as impoſing upon us: but then it 
may be further urged, either this deſire riſes 
neceſſarily out of the reaſon of things, and in- 
dependently of the will of Goo, or it does not? 
if it does not, it was made a part of our nature 
by Gop, when he might have withheld it; if he 
interwove it in our frame, 'tis highly probable he 
deſigned to anſwer it, becauſe putting it into us 
may be thought a tacit promiſe; for a deſire, 
without a reaſon to hape for it, would but tor- 
ment the mind. If it be a neceſſary conſequent 
of the nature of things, Goo cannot but approve 
it, and, therefore, has provided an object for a 
deſire ſo conformable to his will. 


III. The $ouL's 1MMoRTALITY may be proved 
from the univerſal HARMONY and AGREEMENT 
of MANKIND in the BELIEF of it. 


Tully compares this argument with that for 
the exiſtence of God, fetched from the ſame 
Vor. I, F antiquity 
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antiquity and univerſal conſent of nations, who 
have nothing common between them but the 


ſame nature, which ſhews what 1s truly nature. 
If it be ſaid this belief flows from tradition, it 
may be aſked, how this tradition began? if from 
a treaty between the ſeveral clans of mankind, 


who managed it? and how was it carried on and 


perfected? If it was from one particular ſource, 
there muſt have been one firſt man created, who 
cannot be ſuppoſed to have ſet ſuch a notion on 
foot without the direction of his maker: or ſup- 


poſe ſuch a tradition began how you pleaſe, if 
there was nothing in human nature to counte- 
nance it, but left to ſupport itſelf by its own 


power, it muſt have been very ſhort lived. We 
give much (ſays Seneca) to the preſumption of 
all men. Many teſtimonies may be produced 
from the Chaldeans, Grecians, Pythagoreans, 
Stoicks, Platoniſts, &c. of their belief of the 
immortality of the ſoul ; and the ſavage Indians 
are alſo perſuaded of it. Now, that which gains 
the univerſal aſſent of all tempers, capacities, and 
nations, (ſome few particular atheiſts excepted) 


- muſt ariſe from nature, or the ſtrongeſt natural 


arguments. 


TV. According to the preſent FRaMe of fuman 
" NATURE, 2 BELIEF of a future STATE is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to the prace of the worLD; 


and a contrary OPINION generally prevailing, 
would 


122 1 


would make Max the moſt irregular and un- 
happy of all BEIxds. | 


The doctrine of the ſoul's immortality being 
univerſally rejected, bad men would be worſe 
than they are; and many, who are now in the 
intereſt of virtue, ſobriety, juſtice, and honour, 
would appear then to put on another character. 
Many things may be done, known only to our 
conſciences ; and, on the account of which, we are 
in no danger from creatures: and if you ſet aſide 
a future reckoning, the terrors of conſcience 
vaniſh, and its convictions will not long ſubſiſt. 
Without the belief of a future ſtate, there would 
be no ſufficient reſtraint from the worſt of actions, 
nor an effectual incentive to great and generous 
ones: beſides, man poſſeſt with a belief that he 
has nothing to hope for beyond this life, would 
be moſt unhappy—reaſon would not be a pri- 
vilege, but a torment. Brute creatures, who 
either think not at all, or have their whole at- 
tention confined to preſent ſenſation, ſuffer death 
without fearing it: let them be free from pain, 
and they enjoy life to its laſt moment ; but man 
is otherwiſe formed ; he knows he muſt die, and 
if that extinguiſh his being, he can never be 
happy, becauſe the thoughts of death will ſpread 
a gloom over all preſent enjoyments. They live 
like brutes who ſay, © Let us eat and drink, for 
to- morrow we die;“ and the thoughts of death 

F 2 will 
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will be apt to make their wine flat and ſour— 
Quid poſſit eſſe lætum, exitum ſuum cogitantibus, 
ſays Cicero. Then as to good men, if, in this 
life only, they had hope, the more virtuous and 
good, and the greater proſpects they had beyond 
death, the more miſerable they would be. It 
may therefore be aſked, whether Gop would or 
would not have mankind to believe there is a 
future ſtate? if he would, then they that endea- 
vour to perſuade the world there is none, fight 
againſt God; and this his will proves a future ſtate. 
The God of truth can be no friend to falſehood 
he cannot need it to govern the world by imagi- 
nary terrrors and deluſive hopes—it is a thought 
unworthy of Gop. If he would not have man 
to believe a future ſtate, then why is the matter ſo 
contrived, that men naturally fall into this belief? 
Why ſhould all nations and ages conſpire in the 
ſame creed, and, the further they advance in 
reaſoning, ſee, or think they ſee, more reaſon for 
this belief? Why are the probabilities ſo great ? 
Why is the bias of human nature this way ſo 
ſtrong? It ſeems therefore, that they who oppoſe 
the immortality of the ſoul, are either inconſiſtent 
in their notions, or are infidels as to the exiſtence 
of a Gop of all perfection, (moral as well as in- 
tellectual) the creator, governor, and judge of 
the world. 

But how excellent is chriſtianity which ratifies 


the belief, clears the notion, and exalts the hope 
of 
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of immortality ? Without revelation, it muſt 
be confeſt, the proſpect of the wiſeſt is ſomewhat 
cloudy, and the expeCtation of the beſt not with- 
out a mixture of doubts and fears; but the good 
chriſtian, beſides the moſt rational and glorious 
idea of a future life, is peculiarly happy in that 
he has every thing to hope for, and nothing to 
fear. How abſurd are men's prejudices againſt 
ſuch a religion?“ 


But the demonſtrations of the immortality of 
the ſoul, drawn from divine revelation, will be 
conſidered at large in another part of our work ; 
at preſent we confine ourſelves to the diſcoveries 
of reaſon alone. 


V. The MORAL PERFECTIONS of GOD furniſh an 
invincible DEMONSTRATION of the IMMORTA- 
LiTY of the soul. 


Gop is @ wiſe being---and his wiſdom conſiſts 
in the ſtrength of his underſtanding, to judge of 
the nature of ends and means; and in the prudent 
uſe of the beſt means to attain the nobleſt ends. 
Now it is impoſſible to vindicate and clear up the 
wiſdom of God, if we aſſert and believe the ſoul 
to be mortal and periſh for ever---human nature 
was made in vain : and preſent life is ſo ſhort and 
wretched ; and the powers of the ſoul ſo imperfect 
on the one hand, and the deſires ſo boundleſs on 
the other, that man is a ſtrange and unaccoun- 
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table ſtructure, made for no glorious purpoſe, 
and quite a reproach to his maker's wiſdom and 
prudence: in a word, the argument muſt come 
to this iſſue man is immortal, or Gop is not 
wiſe; or if Gop is infinitely wiſe, man muſt be 
made for an eternal exiſtence in another world. 


Gor is à good being. The goodneſs of Goo 
conſiſts in his kind affection, or an ardent deſire 
to diffuſe happineſs far and wide through the 
worlds of his creatures.---This inclination is na- 
tural to Gop : he delights in the communications 
of his bounty, and it is the joy of his heart to 
add every moment to the ſum of happineſs in the 
univerſe. Now to ſuppoſe, that all the paſt 
generations of mankind are entirely diſſolved 
into duſt and aſhes---to ſuppoſe and aſſert that 
the preſent generation of men on the face of the 
earth, who are at leaſt three hundred millions--- 
all periſh like the beaſts of the field, is a thought 
that ſhocks the common ſenſe and reafon of the 
whole world---'tis a reproach to the moral cha- 
rater of Gor, a Gop of perfect goodneſs and 
beneficence; and I dare aver, that tis impoſſible 
to vindicate or demonſtrate the immenſe goodneſs 
of God, if we ſuppoſe the ſoul of man to be 
mortal. In a word, if God is infinitely good, 
man is immortal : if the ſoul of man is mortal, 
and periſhes with the body, Goo is not infinitely 
good. Tis in vain to ſay, Gob may raiſe the 
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body and ſoul from the ſtate of the dead, becauſe . 
reaſon alone knows hothing of the reſurrection of 
the body ; it cannot ſtart one thought concerning 
it: and 'tis remarkable, that all our infidels, who 
deny revelation, and hold the mortality of the 
ſoul, laugh at the doctrine of the reſurrection of 
the body; nor do I know of a ſingle inſtance to 
the contrary in the whole world. 


Gop it a holy being. Holineſs is the life and 
beauty of Gop: tis the rectitude of the divine 
will. God has the moſt lively ſenſe of the beauty 
and dignity of his own moral character, and the 
higheſt complacency in the righteouſneſs and 
goodneſs of his own nature: he knows himſelf 
to be the worthieſt of all beings; and he is in- 
variably determined to think nothing, to ſay 
nothing, to do nothing, that is unworthy of 
himſelf. We may dare to aver, that if Gop had 
made all mankind to periſh like beaſts, he would 
have acted unworthy of himſelf: he muſt have 
been conſcious to himſelf, that to create man 
with ſuch wonderful powers and infinite deſires 
after a boundleſs good : and then to defeat thoſe 
deſires, and diſappoint the expeCtations of the 
moſt virtuous men in the world, would be a con- 
duct reproachful to his perfections and moral 
character. In a word, if Gop is holy, man is 
immortal: if man's ſoul is mortal, God is not 


holy: he has no claim to abſolute re&itude and 
infinite 
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infinite perfections. *Tis impoſſible to vindicate 
the holineſs of God on the *%JUppoſition that the 
ſoul totally periſhes with the body: I am ſo con- 
fident of the concluſive force of this argument, 
that I am not afraid to challenge all the infidels 
of the age to overthrow it. If any men of the 
ſceptical and atheiſtcal tribe were ever able to do 
it, they muſt be the grand champions of the 
party ; I mean Voltaire, lord Bolingbroke, Rouſ- 
ſeau, and David Hume, lately deceaſed. I hear 
that this laſt hero has left in charge with his 
executors, to publiſh an eſſay in defence of 
Self-Murder, and againſt the Immortality of the 
Soul. I could wiſh, for the ſake of the giddy 
throng of unthinking young people, this manu- 
ſcript might never be publiſhed : but, however, 
Gop be praiſed, the friends of immortality are 
prepared for his utmoſt attacks: for our own 
parts, we fear him not---we can, by the. divine 
aſſiſtance, produce ſuch evidences from the com- 
mon ſenſe and reaſon of mankind, and the moral 
perfections and rational government of God, as 
ſhall triumph over all ſcepticiſm and ſophiſtry ; 
and give freſh life and ſpirit to our hopes of an 
eternity. of happineſs beyond the grave. 


Gop is a juſt being. God's juſtice is the ardent 
inclination of his will to make fit laws for the 
government of his rational creatures, and his in- 
flexible determination to puniſh the wicked and 
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reward the good. Now tis impoſſible to evince, 
that Gop is juſt, on the principle that all ſouls 
periſh like beaſts, at the death of the body. On 
this mad hypotheſis, that all ſouls periſh, or loſe 
their exiſtence at the time of our natural death, 
tis impoſſible to demonſtrate that Goo has any 
juſtice in him. Nay, this aſſertion draws after 
it conſequences that go very deep into every per- 
fection, and even the being of a God: for, ſup- 
poſing the ſoul not immortal, all the wicked men 
in the world can ſet Gop at defiance, triumph 
over him, and dare him to his face; nay, farther, 
they can, in a moment, deſtroy the beſt men in 
the world, and put it out of Gop's power, in the 
uſual courſe and order of nature, to reward the 
pureſt virtue and the beſt actions that ever exiſted 
in our world. And more horrid ſtill doth this 
atheiſtic notion appear, when we conſider that 
every bad man in the world can treat his maker 
with ſcorn, diſdain his frowns, and defy his 
power to puniſh according to the common courſe 
of nature. After the perpetration of the blackeſt 
crimes of blaſphemy, perjury, lewdneſs, and 
murder, he can,' in a minute, take himſelf out 
of his maker's reſentment and dominion; and, 
by a piſtol, an halter, or poiſon, ſet God at de- 
fiance. How abſurd and deteſtable is this notion 
of the ſoul's mortality, and how ought the authors 
of it to be treated with abhorrence and ſcorn by 
all the wiſeſt and beſt beings in the univerſe ! 
Vol. I. G Go D 
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God is a ſincere and faithful being. Sincerity is 
the truth of his heart. Veracity is the truth of 
his mouth. Faithfulneſs is the truth of his 
actions. To ſuppoſe that Gop governs the 
world by a lye, is the moſt ſhocking abſurdity ! 
it grates upon the common ſenſe of mankind, 
and can never be believed by any ſenfible and 
honeſt mind. 


'Tis impoſſible to prove that Gop is a ſincere 
being, on the principle that the ſoul is mortal. 
So that things muſt come to this iſſue: if Gop 
be true, the ſoul is immortal; or, if the ſoul be 
mortal, Gov is a falſe being: he himſelf has de- 
ceived us. Who can think of this without 
aſtoniſhment and horror in their utmoſt ex- 
tremes.—And now, my dear reader, let us ſum 
up the evidence produced for the immortality of 
the ſoul, and then judge impartially, in the fear 
of Gop, whether the arguments are concluſive 
or not. 


We have conſidered, That the ſoul is na- 
turally immortal; and therefore will be actually 
ſo.” — That there is in man a deſire of immor- 
tality; and this deſire is univerſal and uncon- 
querable, ſo that a,man cannot extinguiſh it.— 
That the ſoul's immortality may be evinced, from 
the univerſal agreement of mankind in the belief 
of it, equally with the exiſtence of a Gop.— 
That, according to the preſent frame of human 


nature, 
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nature, a belief of a future ſtate is abſolutely 
neceſſary to the peace and order of the world: 
and a contrary opinion, univerſally prevailing, 
would make man the moſt irregular and mad, the 
moſt unhappy and deteſtable of all beings in the 
world. - We have further produced the wiſdom, 
goodneſs, holineſs, juſtice, and ſincerity of God, 
2s ſtriking evidences of the immortality of the 
ſoul. And we have ſhewn, that it can no ways 
be demonſtrated that Gob is a wiſe being; or 
good; or holy; or juſt; or ſincere and faithful; 
if the ſouls of mankind are mortal, periſhable 
with the body, and extinguiſhed for ever. And 
I do again defy the bittereſt infidel to overthrow 
this argument: it triumphs for ever with invin- 
cible and victorious power! 


We have produced no teſtimonies from the 
Scriptures, becauſe we are determined not to uſe 
them rill their inſpiration, or divine authority is 
demonſtrated. We have argued on the principles 
of reaſon alone; and on the principles of reaſon 
we can vanquiſh our adverſaries. 


Now, my reader, I hope you are prepared to 
take a view of the wonderful powers and paſſions 
of the ſoul, and it's amazing reſemblance to the 
omnipotence and wiſdom of Gop. 


VI. The 
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VI. The human $ovL is a moſt wonderful xx- 
SEMBLANCE of the almighty powER, and the 
unbounded unDERSTANDING of GOD.—This 
CONSIDERATION evinces its IMMORTALITY. 


The ſelf-exiſtent God is much more and better 
reſembled by the ſoul, or inviſible part of man, 
than by any thing outward, material, or ſenſible 
in the whole world. 


And the perfections of God may be more fully 
repreſented, and better underitood, by being com- 
pared with the corref} * powers of the mind 
of man. 


Let us conſider the human ſoul with reſpect to 
God's attributes of power and wiſdom, the per- 
fection and infinitude of which we aſcribe to the 
ſupreme and ſelf-exiſtent Being. 


We ſhall find in man, not merely the effects of 
them, ſuch as are diſplayed in all the parts of the 
creation, but likewiſe ſome image or reſemblance 
of theſe attributes themſelves, and a capacity in 
the ſoul to exerciſe theſe reſemblances or like- 
neſſes of God's perfections in a wonderful manner 
and degree, though ſtill limited to ſhew vs our 
immediate and continual dependence on God's 
agency and pleaſure. 


I. The soul is an 1MAGE of the omniPoTENCE 
of GOD. 


1. The foul has a power of actuating the body, 
though 
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though not ſeen by human eyes, or felt by the 
human hand. 


Thus it reſembles God, who actuates the earth 
and ſeas, the birds, beaſts, fiſhes, .and reptiles ; 
the bodies of all mankind, and the planetary 
heavens every moment. 


2. The ſoul of man has a power of moving, 
or not moving all or any part of the body at 
pleaſure. : 


Thus it reſembles Gop, who can move all or 
any part of the univerſe at his will; and though 
a thouſand millions of men united could not move 
the globe of our earth one inch, yet God moves 
it a thouſand miles every minute, and has done 
ſo every minute for near ſix thouſand years. 


3- The ſoul has a power of determining the 
motion of the body this way or that way, with- 
out being herſelf firſt moved or impelled by any 
butward force; that is, the ſoul has a power of 
beginning motion of itſelf, which 1s indeed a 
true, a real, a wonderful power, and ſuch as no 


mere matter in the world ever had, or is capable 
of. 


Thus the ſoul reſembles Gop, who can begin 
motions in the viſible world this way or that 
way, as he pleaſes. 

Note, The mean motion between the ſwifteſt 
body in our ſyſtem, and the loweſt body, or the 

mean 
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mean motion of all the heavenly bodres taken 
together, is about fifry-rwo thouſand miles every 
hour fince the creation, five thouſand ſeven 
hundred years ago. What an infinitely active 
force is there in this divine nature] what an in- 
finite life and ability in the divine will, to be able 
to produce for thouſands of years, without the 
leaſt. fatigue, the moſt aſtoniſhing variety of 


effects in the ſtarry heavens, and the earth and 
ſeas below ! 


4. The ſoul of man manifeſts an amazing do- 
minion or ſovereignty of power in willing, in 
chuling, or refuſing, in acting freely, or without 
being acted upon by any external agent. 


Thus it reſembles the ſovereign and abſolute 
Gor, who wills, who chuſes or refuſes, who acts 
freely in creation, in providence, in the preſer- 
vation of the natural and rational world, in the 
whole adminiſtration of his vaſt affairs, and in 
the beſtowing of his favours without being im- 
pelled by any external force, conſtrained by any 
ſoreign power, or giving an account ta men or 
angels of his behaviour and conduct towards the 
work of his hands. | 


II. The SOUL is an IMAGE of the OMNISCIENCE 
and wispom of GOD. 


1. The ſoul has a power of reflecting upon 
itſelf, and ſurveying millions of its own ideas, 
| and 


12 


and the images which have been impreſſed upon 
it in the compaſs of fifty or ſeventy years, and it 


is capable of ſurveying ten thouſand objects with- 
out itſelf. 


No other creature below man is capable of this 
power of ſurveying its own exiſtence, or the 
creation all round itſelf. 


Thus the ſoul reſembles the vaſt and capacious 
mind of Goo, who can reflect on his own infinite 
being, and all the immenſe treaſures of his own 
ideas, at one and the ſame moment. 


2. The ſoul of man hath a power of comparing 
ideas of all things in the viſible world, and of 
reaſoning and judging concerning paſt, preſent, 
and future things. The ſoul can bring up to its 
review and remembrance ten thouſand facts and 
tranſactions in all paſt ages; to judge of the pre- 
ſent ſtate of all nations, and to foreſee, with 
amazing ſagacity, the future fates of empires, 
cities, and the individuals of mankind, for 
thouſands of years to come. 


Thus the ſoul reſembles the boundleſs mind of 
Gov, which graſps, at one immenſe ſurvey, all 
perſons, things, actions, characters, in all worlds 
from eternity to eternity, in the vaſt depths of his 
underſtanding and knowledge, which is clear 
without darkneſs, diſtinct without confuſion, in- 
fallible without doubt, eaſy without labour, has 

plealing 


1 56 1 
pleaſing perceptions without pain, univerſal with- 
out limits or bounds. 


3- The ſoul has a power of conſidering and 
propoſing great and noble ends of life, and of 
acting always with ſome deſign or view of good 
and happineſs. 


An end is that for which a thing is done. Man 
always acts with a view to ſome end, and that 
end is either for ſome real or apparent good. 


Man has a capacity of ſuiting means to ends, 
and thus the human ſoul is a reſemblance of the 
_ underſtanding and wiſdom of Gop. 


God being the ſupreme immenſe eternal good, 
it is wiſe and beautiful in him to propoſe the 
complete diſcovery of his grandeur, and bound- 
leſs perfections, as his higheſt end and deſign; 
and he has a prudence to ſuit and adapt the beſt 
means to this noble end of God. 


4. The foul has a moſt ſurpriſing capacity to 
invent, contrive, improve, perfect, and beautify, 
many noble and liberal ſciences, by conſidering 
the nature of cauſes and effects, and the depen- 
dencies of one thing upon another. 


Thus it reſembles the unbounded capacity of 
Gop, who graſps at once all the departments of 
knowledge, and penetrates to the very eſſences of 
all matter and ſpirit in the univerſe of being. 


5. The 


Ti 


5. The foul hath a wonderful livelineſs and ra- 
pidity of thought, and keenneſs of apprehenſion, 
on a thouſand occaſions. 


It has an amazing power of flying from world 
to world, through the boundleſs empire of God. 


It can repreſent to itſelf in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, things at an infinite diſtance 
through all worlds, as if they were preſent to the 
very eſſence of the ſoul; and this it can do withj- 
out the leaſt trouble of local motion, even ſo 
much as an inch of ſpace. No creature, except 
an angel, is capable of this aſtoniſhing rapidity of 
thought, and this ſtriking reſemblance to Gov. 


6. The ſoul has a glorious power and capacity 
of forming to itſelf new regions and empires of 
knowledge, and creating new worlds of thought, 
which have no other exiftence but in the ſoul 
itſelf. | 91 


It is capable of producing many uſeful axioms 
or ſelf- evident truths, ſolid maxims of wiſdom, 
and noble theorems in ſcience, in morals, and 
religion. N 

It is poſſeſt of ſuch bright intelligence as to 
be capable of perceiving, with intuitive rapidity, 
the ſelf-evidence of many ſpeculative truths, and 
diſcerning the ſelf-evidence of many practical 
truths, demonſtrating ſublime theorems or ſpecu- 
lative propoſitions, and ſolving, with piercing and 
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keen ſagacity, many demonſtrable practical pro- 
poſitions, and of ſnewing how ſuch or ſuch truths 
flow from a demonſtration in ſo eaſy and clear a 
manner, as to diſcover its dependence upon the 
propoſition, whence it is deduced, almoſt as ſoon 
as propoſed and put into words. 


Thus the ſoul is an image of Gop, who has 
the univerſal ſyſtem of truth in the graſp of his 
infinite underſtanding. 


Theſe aſtoniſhing and noble perfections, with 
many others, are the properties of a human ſoul, 
which ſhew it to be an intelligent and ſpiritual 
being, of a nature quite different from that of 
matter, however modified or put into motion. 


Could the blind ſhuffles of dead matter, how- 
ever put into the moſt violent and rapid motion, 


ever produce the glorious effects of intelligence 
and thought ? ce AS SIS ; 


Could a heap of ſand in motion ever produce 
Euclid's problems and theorems in geometry? 


Could a pile of aſhes, put into rapid motion, 
ever produce Homer's Iliad, or Virgil's Paſtorals 
and ZEneid ? 


Could any refined animal ſpirits ever produce 
the copious and charming orations of Cicero, or 
the amazing energy and irreſiſtible eloquence of 
Demoſthenes ? : 

jt Could 
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Could a mountain of duſt, in a violent whirl, 
compoſe Milton's Paradiſe loſt ? 


Could a prodigious whirlwind, or a veſſel full 
of the moſt volatile and rectified ſpirits, ever 
compoſe Sir Iſaac Newton's Mathematic Prin- 
ciples of Philoſophy, or Mr. Locke's excellent 
Eſſay on the Human Underſtanding ? Who can 
believe theſe monſtrous abſurdities, unleſs he be 
a ſtupid fool, a drivelling ideot, or downright 
raving madman ? 


VII. A diſtinct and extenſive VIEW of the po-WERS 


and AFFECTIONS of the sour, will farther evince 
its IMMORTALITY. 


| I. UNDERSTANDING. 
This is called by different names, viz. 


Common ſenſe, or that power which perceives 
truth by a ſudden impulſe, independent of our 
will, according to an eſtabliſhed law; and there- 
fore called ſenſe: and acting, in the ſame man- 
ner, upon all men, in all ages and nations of the 
world ; and therefore called common ſenſe. 


Intelligence is a power of perceiving, in an 
inflant, the ſelf-evidence of any truth propoſed 
to the ſoul, 


Intelligence relates chiefly to thoſe axiams, or 


truths, which carry their own evidence with them, 
and admit of no doubt: they cannot be proved, 
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becauſe nothing is more clear and certain: they 
cannot be denied, becauſe their own evidence is 
ſo bright and convincing, that as ſoon as the 


terms or words are underſtood, the mind aſſents, 
and is forced to own their truth. 


This intelligence, or common ſenſe, is the 
grand criterion of truth, For our own intuitive 
and ſelſ- evident perceptions, are the ultimate 
foundation on which all our reaſoning reſts. 


The underſtanding is only another name for 
common ſenſe, or intelligence. It is the power 
of perceiving objects, or it is that faculty whereby 
the ſoul has the knowledge of the exiſtence and 
nature of things. 


The underſtanding, like the eye, gives infor- 
mation of all objects propoſed to it. 


The underſtanding, or perceptive faculty of the 
ſoul, may be conſidered in two modes; paſſive 
and active: paſſive, or a mere capacity of re- 
ceiving ideas or images of things: active, or a 
power of contemplating and working upon the 
ideas received: thus it approaches to the next 
power of the ſoul, called, itt 


II. REASON 


Is the power of placing ideas together, and 
comparing them with each other, in order to ſee 
their agreement or difference, and to infer one 

thing 
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thing from another, and thus draw juſt con- 
cluſions from true and clear principles „, that is, 
make fair deductions from ſolid axioms and ſelf- 
evident truths. 


DeMONSTRATION 


Is the regular and beautiful proceſs of reaſon, 
or in other words, it is a Chain of clear reaſon- 
ing, beginning from ſome plain and undoubted 
axiom, and regularly deſcending, by a cloſe con- 
nexion of ideas, till you come at your concluſion. 

III. JuDcmenT 

Is a power of perceiving the relation or reſpect 
that one thing bears to another, and of diſtinguiſh- 
ing the propriety or impropriety of actions. 

It is that power of the ſoul which paſſes ſen- 
tence on things propoſed to its examination, and 
determines what is right or wrong ; and thus it 
approves or diſapproves of an action, or an ob- 
ject, conſidered as true or falſe, fit or unfit, good 
or evil. 


IV. Mi vp 
Is a power of receiving inſtruction, and of ap- 
plication, by hard ſtudy, to attain 5 


The mind can reflect on things paſt, and hath 
a foreſight of things to come in the natural and 
moral world. | 


The mind hath an admirable ag or acute- 
neſs 
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neſs 'of diſcovery to ſee into future events, and 
to diſcern the happy or terrible conſequences of 


tempers and eons, conſidered as morally good 
or evil. 


The mind can foreſee and forecaſt, or provide 
for things to come, and guard againſt many 
ruinous conſequences by. the acuteneſs of its 
powers in the diſcovery of truth. 


V. ConSCIENCE 


Is a power of diſcerning inſtantly moral good 
and evil in our tempers and actions. 


Conſcience is the knowledge which a man hath 
of his own internal actions with regard to the 
divine law, and a conſciouſneſs that Gob gives 


an attention to, and paſſes Judgment on, the ſame 
actions. 


A good conſcience is ſoon alarmed, eaſily con- 
vinced, much concerned, hard to forgive itſelf. 


When conſcience performs its office with ac- 
curacy and exactneſs, it will accuſe a man when 
he does wrong, and commend and applaud him 
when he does right; hence will ariſe peace of 
mind or dread of puniſhment in a moment: in a 
word, conſcience 1s inſtead of ten thouſand wit- 
neſſes to the exiſtence and juſtice of God. 


VI. MEMORY 

Is a power of retaining the facts, images, and 
words, we learn; and recollecting thoſe facts, 
and 


— 
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and recalling them to mind on every needful 
occaſion 

When an idea, fact, image, expreſſion, or 
word, ariſes in the mind, with a conſciouſneſs at 
the ſame inſtant of time that we have had this 
idea before, we are then ſaid to remember it. 


A good memory is ready to receive, and ad- 
mit with eaſe, ideas, words, or facts: it is large 
and capacious to treaſure up theſe words and facts 
in great number and variety: it is ſtrong and 
durable to retain, for a conſiderable time, thoſe 
ideas and facts committed to it: it is faithful 
and active to recollect and ſuggeſt upon every 
proper occaſion, all thoſe ideas, facts, images, 
and ſentences, which have been truſted to its 
care, or treaſured up in ĩt. 


VII. IM ACI NATION 
Is a power of recollecting and aſſembling 
images, and of painting forcibly thoſe images on 
our own minds, or on the minds of others. 


The original efficient cauſe of all innocent 
pleaſures of the imagination, is Gop himſelf. 


The final cauſe of our being pleaſed with what 
is great, is, that we may be excited to contem- 
plate the greateſt object in the univerſe, the being 
and perfections of God; and that he might give 
our ſouls a juſt reliſh of ſuch a glorious contem- 
plation, he has made them naturally ſuſceptible 

of 
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6f delight in the apprehenſion of what is great 
and unlimited like Gob; ſuch is the immenſity 
of ſpace, and the ſtarry heavens, which are the 
temple and dwelling- place of Gob. 


The final cauſe of the pleaſures of the imagina- 
tion in whatever is new, rare, or uncommon, is 
this : 

God has annexed a ſecret pleaſure to the idea 
of any thing that is new or rare, that he might. 
encourage and ſtimulate us in eager and keen 
| purſuits of knowledge, and inflame our beſt 
paſſions to ſearch into the wonders of his creation 

and revelation : for every new idea brings ſuch a 
pleaſure along with it, as to reward any pains we 
have taken in its acquiſition, and conſequently 
ſerves as a ſtriking and powerful motive to put 
us upon freſh diſcoveries in learning and ſcience, 
as well as in the word and works of Gob. 


Beaury is that quality in any object that excites 
Love. 


The final cauſe of beauty in the creation is to 
pleaſe and regale the imagination, and excite a 
rational love. 


Gov has made ſuch a boundleſs variety of "Y 
jects appear beautiful, that he might render 
the whole ereation more gay and delightful to 
our ſouls, 
He 
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He has given almoſt every thing about us the 
power of raiſing an agreeable idea in the imagi- 
nation. 


So that it is almoſt impoſſible for us to behold 
his works with coldneſs and indifference, and to 
ſurvey ſo many beauties of creation and revelation, 
without a ſecret ſatisfaction and complacency. 


VIII. InvenTionN 


Is a power of the mind, which, on a ſudden, 
with great ſagacity and acuteneſs of diſcovery, 
finds out, on difficult and important occaſions, 
uſeful thoughts, convincing arguments, bright 
images, and proper lively paintings of the paſ- 
ſions; or, in other words, 


Invention is a power of finding out language 
to inſtruct the mind, of diſplaying truth and 
evidence to convince the conſcience, of diſcover- 
ing motives to perfuade the will, and of painting 
images in a vivid manner, to pleaſe and allure 


the affections on all proper occafions, and in the 
moſt important and critical periods of our life. 


IX. TASTE. 


Taſte is a power of receiving pleaſure from the 
beauties of creation, the beauties of character, 
and virtuous and noble actions; and the beauties 
of hiſtory, eloquence, poetry, and divine reve- 
lation, 


VoL I. 1 Taſte 
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. Taſte is the exquiſite ſenſibility of the ſoul to 
- every fine impulſe of beauty, truth, and good- 
neſs; this taſte is wrought up to perfection and 
delicacy by education, ſtudy, and. devotion, 
whereby the mind becomes able to diſcern, with 
an intuitive rapidity, how much true beauty and 
pleaſure every object in heaven and earth can 
give us. 
X. Human WII I. 

The will is a power of beginning motion in 
the ſoul, or in the n or in other bodies Found 
about us. 


The will is that power e the ſoul labours 

to unite with, or avoid things, according as they 
are apprehended to be good or evil. 
As the underſtanding, like the eye, gives in- 
formation of objects; the will, like the feet or 
hands, purſues the object if it appears good, and 
flies from it if it appears evil: the will embraces 
the object if it appears beautiful, or guards againſt 
it if it appears deformed, and capable of doing 
us hurt, | 

The will is a power to chuſe or refuſe, to ac- 
. cept or reject, any object propoſed to the ſenſes 
or the underſtanding. 


The will is a power to chuſe any one thing, or 
the contrary, among ſeveral objects or things 
which are propoſed to the ſenſes or the reaſon, 
| without any inward or outward reſtraint and 

| force, 
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force, or conſtraining bias or influence; the ob- 
jets appearing to the ſenſes and the reaſon as 
true or falſe, good or evil, fit or unfit, beautiful 
or ugly, and likely to be followed with happy or 
miſerable conſequences. 


Lis ER Ty of the Witt, 


Conſiſts in a power of delaying the execution 
of our deſires, or ſuſpending the acts of volition 
or choice, until the man has honeſtly examined 
on all ſides what is beſt,* 


The Pass los of the Sour. 

The paſſions, or affections, are ſenſible com- 

motions of our whole nature, ſoul and body, 

attended with pleaſure or pain, occaſioned by the 

perception of ſome object ſuited to excite ſuch 
commotions. 


An object new, vaſt, and agreeable, excites 
a ſublime and pleaſing commotion of the ſoul, 
and blood, and ſpirits; which emotion is * 


I. ADMIRATION, 

An obje& appearing to the ſenſes or the mind 
as good, excites us to covet an union with the 
object; this is called, 

II. ihe 


Such is the weakneſs of the will, the vicious fury of the appetites, 
and the ſtrengih of the mad fire of the great paſſions, that man will not 
ſtay to examine honeſtly what is beſt; he has no patience to examine 
diligently what is true or falſe, good or evil, fit or unfit, beautiful or ugly; 
or what actions will be followed by happy or dreadful conſequences, 


12 


L 68 J 
I. Lovs: 


Love is a ſenſible commotion of the ſoul, blood, 
and ſpirits, and the force or impetus of the will 
towards an object conſidered as good. 


Love is the motion of the ſoul, endeavouring 


an union with an object viewed as amiable and 
good. 


Note, Beauty and goodneſs are thoſe qualities 
in an object that excite love. Love, in its ſub- 
limeſt nature and degree, is the whole force of a 
good man's heart exerted in one mighty and 
pathetic deſire towards Gop. 


An obje& appearing evil to the ſenſes or the 
mind, exciting a painful commotion and an aver- 
ſion, or endeavour after diſunion and flight from 
the object, is called, 


III. HAT RED. | 


Hatred is a painful averſion of the will to any 
object conſidered as evil and ugly, and capetle of 
doing us ſome hurt or injury. 


The perception of an object of worth and ex- 
cellence, being good in itſelf, excites a pleaſing 
motion or act of reſpect, called, 

% IV. Es r EEA. 


The perception of an object, con ſidered as 
worthleſs, mean, little, vile, and unfit to do us 


any * excites that act of the mind, called, 


V. 5 
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V. CONTEMPT. 


The perception of an object, as fit to receive 
good, as worthy to be honoured and happy, ex- 
cites that free and forcible emotion called, 


VI. BENEVOLENCE. 


The perception of an object, as fit to receive 
hurt or ill-will, as deſerving blame or miſery, ex- 
cites that painful emotion of our nature called, 


VII. MaLzvoLENnCcEe or Envy. 


Envy is a diſpoſition of the heart to oppoſe 
and hurt the perſon, character, and welfare of 
another, conſidering that object as diſagreeable 
to us, and hurtful to our intereſts. 


Envy is a painful commotion of the heart, 
ſpringing from hatred of a man's perſon, and 
ſorrow at any honour or happineſs he enjoys. 


Self- love, and a deſire of pre- eminence and 
a diſtinction above others, excites this painful 
paſſion called envy. 


Envy is the moſt baſe, tormenting, and miſ- 
chievous paſſion in men and devils; it makes a 
man to reſemble the devil. 


Envy grows out of violent ſelf-love, and a 
corrupt deſire of eſteem and pre-eminence above 
others: this vehement paſſion for ſuperior regard, 
rages more or leſs in all mankind ; hence ariſes 
our envy at all men that we think ſtand in our 
way, 
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way, and eclipſe our abilities and learning, or 
leflen our importance and, honour, 


Envy is a curſed plant that grows more or leſs 
in every heart. 


This devil's temper, which frets at the peace, 
and honour and happineſs of others, dwells par- 
ticularly in learned men and authors, to the 
everlaſting ſcandal of their character, genius, 
and accompliſhments. 

The perception of an object that appears agree- 
able, and which we can call our own, excites 
that pleaſing emotion of the ſoul which we call, 


VIII. ComPLacency or Dtiicar. - 


It is an agreeable ſenſation ariſing in the mind, 
with ſweet ſatisfaction and pleaſure from the per- 
ception of an object appearing as good or beauti- 
ful, and which we have a deep intereſt in, ſo as to 
call it our own. 


The perception of a diſagreeable ugly object 
excites that painful emotion called, 


IX. D1SPLICENCE. 


This painful commotion of our nature always 
ariſes from the apprehenſion of a diſagreeable 
object, viz. an evil perſon, an evil action, or 
any bad quality in a rational agent. 


The perception of an abſent good object that is 
ſuitable 
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ſuitable to make us happy and poſſible to us, ex- 
cites that commotion in our nature called, 


X. DESIRE. 

This lively and forcible emotion towards ſome 
abſent good, always ariſes from an apprehenſion 
that it is poſſible and ſuitable, and this produces 
that powerful tendency of the heart towards it. 


The perception of an object, conſidered as evil, 
exciting in us an effort to turn away from it, is 
called, 


XI. AVERSION. 


This averſion is a lively and powerful effort of 
the will to turn away from ſuch an object, or it is 
the ſpeedy withdrawment of the will from an ob- 
ject, conſidered as evil, whether preſent or abſent. 


The perception of a poſſible or probable good, 
exciting a vivid deſire and confident expectation 
of enjoying that good, is called, 


XII. Hoes. 


A deſire of ſome abſent good is a feeble hope; 
and a confident and vigorous expectation of ab- 
ſent good, is a ſtrong and confirmed hope. 


Hope is a ſenſible commotion. of our nature, 
excited by the perception of ſome attainable 
good; and this expectation is enlivened with joy 
in proportion to the ſenſe and perſuaſion we have 
of the probability of poſſeſſing the good we want. 

If 
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If this expectation be ſtrong and lively, it is 
always indulged with pleaſure, 


The perception of a great evil abſent, but likely 
to come upon us, excites in us a violent and pain- 
ful commotion of our whole nature, or a piercing 
diſturbance of mind, called, 


XIII. FEAR. 


Fear is a painful apprehenſion of danger or evil, 
it is an uneaſineſs of mind upon the thought of 
future evil likely to befal us. If this fear riſes 
high, it is called horror and terror ; our ſudden 
and ſurpriſing fears ſhew us, that “thus a man 
ought to fear Gop.” 


The perception of an happy event, or the en- 
joyment of a preſent good, or an aſſured approach 
of a future good, produces that pathetic commo- 
tion, or high ſenſation of pleaſure, called, 


XIV. Jov. 

This is a pleaſure of mind ariſing from a pre- 
ſent good, or an affured approach of a future 
good, which will ſoon be in our poſſeſſion, and 
be aſſuredly our own, to be freely and fully en- 
joyed for ever. 

The perception of good loſt, or the preſent 
| preſſures of evil, produce that painful commotion 
in our whole nature, which is called, 

XV. SoRRow. 

Sorrow is a painful commotion of the mind 

| ariſing 
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ariſing from ſome ſad event: it is the deep pain 
of the mind upon the thought of a loſt good 
which might have been longer enjoyed, or the 
diſtreſſing ſenſation of preſent evil, which might 
have been prevented or kept off, or very much 
diminiſhed. 

Deſpair is dreadful ſorrow, without hope. 

The perception of great benefits received, or 
great good beſtowed upon us by an intelligent 
and voluntary agent, produces in us that forcible 
deſire to make all the beſt returns in our power, 
called, 

XVI. GRATITUDE. 

Gratitude conſiſts in a lively ſenſe of good in- 
tentionally beſtowed upon us; a high value of 
the gifts, and a fervent love to the giver, with 
a pathetic deſire and purpoſe to make all the re- 
turns of love and ſervice in our power for ever. 


The perception of an hurtful object, or an ob- 
ject that intentionally doth ſome injury to us, 
excites that violent and painful commotion of 
the ſoul and body, which is called, 

XVII. ANGER. 

Anger is a ſudden and uneaſy emotion of the mind, 
on receiving ſome intentional hurt or injury. 

It is a violent commotion of the whole 
ſoul, attended with piercing pain on our being 
hurt by any rational. agent, with a preſent pur- 
poſe of revenge. 

Vor. I. Wo A ſhort 


1 


A ſhort and more pleaſing vixw of the pass10ns 
of the HUMAN SOUL. 


We have already obſerved, rhat the word 
-PASSION, taken in the ſenſe we here uſe it, ſigni- 
fies that ſenſible commotion of our whole nature, 
attended with pleaſure or pain, ariſing from the 
perception of an object, as good or evil, ſuited to 
excite that commotion. 


The paſſions of the ſoul are converſant about 
objects new, or good, or evil. 


I. An object may be conſidered as rare, new, 
uncommon; or as good or evil in the general; or 
as to the various kinds of good or evil; or as to 
the circumſtances attending good « or evil, as ab- 
ſent or preſent, 

An object rare and new excites ADMIRATION. 
Sudden wonder is SURPRISE, Great wonder is 
ASTONISHMENT—this paſſion has no oppoſite. 


If an object appear good, it excites Lovz: if 
an object appear evil, it excites HaTRED. The 
above are primary paſſions. 


II. As to the Kinps of coop and Evi. 


An object, as abſolutely good, excites ESTEEM : 
in a very high degree, it is VENERATION : in a 
ſupreme degree, it is ADORATION, 


If an object be viewed as worthleſs, it excites 
CONTEMPT, eſpecially if that object be propoſed as 
excellent. 
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excellent. If it be conſidered as fit to receive 
good, it is the object of BENEVOLENCE: if fit to 
receive evil, it is the object of MALEVOLENCE. 


N. B. This paſſion terminates on ſenſible 
objects, viz. on objects capable of perception 
and reaſon. 


If an object be conſidered as fit to do me good, 
or give me pleaſure, it produces COMPLACENCY : 
if likely to do me evil, pispLIcency, 


Complacency, in a very high degree, to an 
inferior, on conſiderations not equal to that de- 
gree of regard, is called Foxpness. The oppoſite 
is DISGUST, or loathing. 


III. Pass:ons ariſing from the various ciRcuM- 
STANCES of cooD or Evil, conſidered as pre- 
ſent or abſent. | 


1. FUTURE GOOD or Evit. Goop, conſidered 
as poſſible, excites DEsIRF, which is the grand 
ſpring of action. If evil be viewed as poſſible, 
It excites AVERSION. 


2. A probable view of abſent good, excites 
HOPE : if evil be likely to come upon us, it pro- 
duces FEAR. 

The higheſt degree of hope is, confident ex- 
pectation, or ſecurity : when little hope remains, 
there is deſpondency. 


When hope is entirely baniſhed, oxspAlR ſuc- 
ceeds. 
K 2 FEAR 
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- Fear joined with foreſight, is anxiety: with 
careful contrivance to avoid it, is folicitude. 


Fear mingled with ſurpriſe, and riſing to a 
violent degree on a ſudden, is TERROR: and fear 
riſing into terror, mixed up with hatred of an 
object, is HORROR, 


3. Goop and Exit, preſent with us. Preſent 
coop obtained, awakens joy. Evil preſent, and 
felt, brings sox ROW. | 


Moderate joy is gladneſs. Sudden and high 
Joy is exultation. Habitual joy is chearfulneſs. 


Moderate ſorrow is trouble. Great ſorrow is 
diſtreſs and anguiſh. Habitual ſorrow is melan- 
choly. 


Congratulation is the ſentiment and expreſſion 
of joy ariſing from another's happineſs. 


Pity and compaſſion is ſorrow ariſing from the 
diſtreſs and miſery of other men. 


Sympathy comprehends compaſſion and ſorrow. 


Exvy is the oppoſite to ſorrow and compaſſion : 
it is a painful emotion of the ſoul at the ſight of 
another's good or honour. 


JeaLovsyY is a ſpecies of envy ariſing from a 
thought that there is preference given to another 
perſon in the love and affections of one, for whom 
we have a peculiar regard, 


SHAME 
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Shams is a ſpecies of ſorrow, mixed with ſelf- 
love and ſelf-contempt, frequently attended with 
bluſhing; ariſing from a conſciouſneſs of any 
thing that appears matter of diſgrace, or blame, 
or contempt, in ourſelves or others. 


It is a ſorrow and ſelf-contempt, when we have 
ſaid or done any thing that is likely to expoſe us 
to the contempt or ſcorn of others. | 


Shame is a painful dread of contempt, ariſing 
from a conſciouſneſs that we deſerve it. 


4. When any intelligent being deſignedly 
brings good upon us, it excites GRATITUDE, If 
the good be conferred on us with peculiar difficulty 
to the giver, and with the moſt beautiful good 
will, it heightens the force of this gratitude. 

Evil brought on us, excites ancerR. When an 
intelligent being deſignedly brings evil upon us, it 
excires anger towards the bad man, or the devil. 


GRATITUDE is a mixture of complacency and 
benevolence. 


AnxcrR is diſplicency, with ſome degree of 
| malevolence.—Anger, riſing to an exceſſive de- 
gree, is rage and fury.-Anger, deeply rooted, 
is rancour and ſpite.—Anger, ariſing on trifling 
occaſions, and expreſſed in little tokens of re- 
ſentmenr, is peeviſhneſs. Anger, ariſing from 
an affront, offered by a perſon far beneath us, is 


InvicnaTiON, or a mixture of anger and diſ- 
Cain, 
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dain.— Trace out all the various paſſions of man 


expreſſed in the different ſcenes and conditions of 
life. 


Anger, with a deſire of hurting another, is 
called Malick: ſuch is wicked men's anger 
againſt Gop and good men. — Anger, having a 
deſire to hurt another in conſequence of an ap- 
prehended injury, is REVENGE. 


Many paſſions, which are painful or diſagreeable 
In their preſent operations, are uſeful and neceſ- 
fary for us and for ſociety. 


Paſſions have their origin from impreſſions on 
the ſenſes—from the operations of reaſon, by 
which good or evil are foreſeen—from the recol- 
lections of memory—from the ſight of beauty 
or uglineſs, good or evil perſons or actions. 


Read Dr. Watts on the Paſſions, and on the 
Uſe of the Paſſions in Religion, 2 vols. 12mo. 


with Dr. Doddridge's Lectures, p. 27. 


Our accurate writers on MORALS give us another 
view of the pass10Nns of the soul, viz. as divided 
into PRIVATE and PUBLIC AFFECTIONS, 


In reviewing that large train of affections, 
which fill up the different ſtages of human life, 
we perceive this obvious diſtinction among them: 
that ſome of them reſpect the coop of the indi- 
vidual, or PERSON himſelf. And other affections 
carry us beyond ourſelves to the coop of the 

| SPECIES, 
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spreiks, or kind. The former have, therefore, 
been called PRIVATE, and the latter puBL1c affec- 
tions. Of the firſt ſort are ſelf-Jove, viz. a love 
of life, of pleaſure, of power, and the like: of 
the latter are benevolence, compaſſion, gratitude, 
ſriendſhip, and the like. Of the private paſſions, 
ſome reſpect merely the ſafety and defence of the 
perſon, ſuch as ancer and Fear: whereas others 
aim at ſome poſitive 600D, as health, wealth, 
fame or honour, and pleaſure. —The former ſort, 
| becauſe of this difference of objects, may be 
termed DEFENSIVE PASSIONS: theſe anſwer to our 
DANGERS, and prompt us to avoid them if we 
can, or boldly to encounter them if we cannot. 


The other claſs of PRIVATE PASSIONS excite us 
to purſue private poſitive oo, 1. e. HAPPINESS, 
or true pleaſure, and ſolid cLoky. 


Our pull yass1ONs, or ſocial affections, are 
adapted to the ſeveral ſocial connexions and rela- 
tions which we bear to others: and theſe paſſions 
prompt us to ſecure mankind from dangers, and 
ſupply their wants. 


The meaſure or rule of the DEFENSIVE PAS + 
SIONS, is to keep them duly proportioned to our 
DANGERS. This is their natural pitch, or proper 
tone. 


To keep our PRIVATE Pass1ONS and deſires pro- 
portioned to our real wants, is the juſt meaſure 


and pitch of this claſs of affections. 
| The 
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The rule or meaſure of the pusLic passtfoxs, 
is duly. to proportion them to the dangers and 
wants of others, and to the various relations in 
which we ſtand to individuals, or to SOCIETY : 
or, in other words, the affections of this claſs are 
ſound and regular, when they prompt us to pur- 
ſue the intereſt of any particular perſons, in an 
intire conſiſtency with the pusLIc ob.“ 


This is the juſt and beautiful balance of the 
paſſions of the human ſoul: and the vix ru of a 


creature, endowed with ſuch affections as Man, 
muſt conſiſt in acting agreeably to their natural 


pitch and tenour. 
See Elem. Mor. Philoſ. David Fordyce, 12mo. 
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Select BOOKS on the SOUL. 


We omit thoſe excellent authors who demonſtrate the ImmorTAatrTty 
of the Soul on the Principles of Divine Revelation: and ſhall in this 
place only recommend two of the firſt rate geniuſes in the whole world 
Dr. Young and Mr, Andrew Baxter. The former in his Night Thoughts 
has diſplayed this great truth in all the glowing colours of bright imagi- 
nation. The latter I beg leave to introduce in the following manner: 

A new work of great importance and uſe has lately appeared in the 
world, which I wiſh for powers to deſcribe equal to its worth. It is 
intitled, The Evivzxcs of Rzxason in proof of the ImMmonTALITY of 
the Sour, independent on the more abſtruſe inquiry into the nature of 
MaTTEx and Sriair; collected from the manuſcripts of the late Mr. 
AN DET WBAX TI, author of an Inquiry into the Nature of the Human 
Soul, and of Matho, Publiſhed by Dr. Duncan, of South-Warmborough, 
v0. 1779. Sold by T. Cadell, in the Strand,---I will dare to ſoretel, that 
all the advocates for the materiality and mortality of the ſoul of man, 
will not be able to give a ſolid anſwer to it, whilſt the world endures : in 
a word the friends of the immortality of the ſoul will triumph for ever 
over all their adverſaries, 
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A CONTEMPLATION 


ON THE 


INSUFFICIENCY or REASON. 


The NATURE of humdh reason deſcribed. The 
INSUFFICIENCY Of REASON to give proper DIS- 
COVERIES Concerning GOD and his infinite 
PERFECTIONS.—The true MANNER of worſhip- 
ping GOD.—The ſupreme co00D of MAN. 
The perfect ruLE of MoRALITY.——The moſt 
powerful MoTIvEs to yIRTUg and RELIGION,— 
The yarDbox of $SIN,—The- REFINEMENT of 
the soul by SANCTIFICATION,—SUPPORT un- 
der the AFFLICTIONS and TROUBLES of LIFE, 
. ConsoLaTioNns againſt the srixos and TER» 
RORS of DEATH.—The INSUFFICIENCY of REA- 
$0Nn proved from a ſix-fold view of the Ex- 
PERIENCE of the whole worLD.—The glaring 
ABSURDITIES of the DEISTICAL SCHEME, in ten 
VIEWS, 


EASON is a power of the mind to diſcern 


| certain truths * which Gop has eſtabliſhed 


in the natural and moral world. 
| ReasoN 
®* We chiefly mean the natural truths of geometry, of experimental 


philoſophy, and ſome of the grand outlines of morality: theſe are the 
cleareſt truths that can be diſcerned by reaſon alone; to which may be 
added ſome undoubted facts in ancient and modern hiſtory, 
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Rxasom is a power of receiving ideas; of com- 
paring thoſe ideas, and of drawing conſequences 
or concluſions from any truth already known or 
given. 


Reason is a power of the mind to diſcern that 
all things are not alike true, good, fit, and beau- 
tiful; and to ſee that all tempers, actions, and 


qualities, are not alike evil, unfit, wrong, and 
deformed. 


Rxason is a power of judging of the nature, 
relations, and uſes of things — the fitneſs or un- 
fitneſs of aftions—the good or evil qualities of 
tempers, and the truth or falſehood of propo- 
ſitions. 


1 


Let us now comprehend the ſubſtance of theſe 
various views of human reaſon in the following 
deſcription of it. 


REeasoN is that power dich i any e be- 
ing has of ſurveying his own exiſtence and ideas, 
and comparing them; and of forming to himſelf, 
out of his cleareſt ideas, ſuch general and funda- 
mental truths, as he can be ſure of, i. e. axioms, 
or ſelf-evident propoſitions, and of making ſuch 
inferences as are agreeable to truth, in order to 
find out more truth—prove ſome aſſertion, or 
diſprove ſome objection - reſolve ſome queſtion 
— determine what is fit to be done on any ſpecial 


and difficult occaſion; the thing under con- 


ſideration 
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ideration being firſt clearly defined, fairly ſtated, 
fully prepared, and well underſtood. 


True reaſon is nothing elſe but the real nature 
of things, and their relations and proportions to 
each other, clearly apprehended in the mind to 
be as they are in themſelves :—and thus reaſon 
muſt be the ſame for kind in all intelligent be- 
ings.—-Dr. Leng, ſerm. x. p. 298, 2d edit. 8vo. 


Reaſon* is that power of the human mind by 
which we draw inferences. 


It is that power by which we diſcern that a rela- 
tion ſubſiſts between two ideas, on account of our 
having found that theſe ideas bear certain rela- 
tions to other ideas, which we call third ideas. 


It is that power which enables us, from ideas 
that are known, to find out ſuch as are unknown. 


Without this power of drawing inferences, we 
never could proceed a ſingle ſtep beyond firſt 
principles, or intuitive axioms, in the diſcovery, 
of any truth whatſoever. | 

Theſe are ſome of the beſt repreſentations of 
human reaſon, taken from Dr. Cotton Mather, 
Brine, Grove, and Dr. Leng; with that great 
maſter of reaſon, Wollaſton, in his Religion of 
Nature delineated. I apprehend that better de- 
finitions of reaſon will not eaſily be found. Our 
buſineſs now is to ſhew, that reaſon in man, with 

all 


Dr. Beattie, in his Eſſay on the Immutability of Truth. 
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all its utmoſt improvements by art, ſcience, and 
learning, is not ſufficient to lead vs to the true 
knowledge of Gop, to a clear acquaintance with 
the whole extent of our duty, and to the certain 
enjoyment of eternal happineſs, without the 
aſſiſtance of divine revelation. 


I. Reasown alone, without the Alb of Scgiprukx, 
cannot, in our preſent fallen srarz, diſcover 
GOD ſo clearly and fully to Man, as to enable 
him to form affectionate ayyREHENSIONS of 
GOD, and excite Man to love and adore him, 
that he may enjoy his vital and bliſsful PR- 
SENCE for ever. 


1. Reaſon cannot give us eaſy and plain notices of 
4 Goo. 
Keaſon, in the Pagan world, never did furniſh 


ſuch familiar ideas of the being, preſence, power, 


and wiſdom of Gon, as were clear to the weakeſt 
mind, affecting to the moſt ſtupid heart, and 
ſuitable to the meaneſt underſtanding. 


2. Reaſon cannot give ſpecial and diſtin ideas of 
God, in ſuch a manner, as to enable the ſoul, in 
2 moment, to diſtinguiſh Gop from all other 
objects in the univerſe, and give him that diſ- 
tinguiſhing veneration which his ſupreme dignity 
requires. 

3. Reaſon is unable to give us certain and con- 


vincing notices of a God, ſo as to oblige the mind 
| to 
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to aſſent to the truth of Gop's exiſtence, con- 
vince it of the reality of the divine perfections, 
impreſs the conſcience with a ſenſe of the divine 
juſtice, and perſuade the will to ſubmit to the 
divine dominion. 

4. Reaſon cannot give extenſive ideas and large 
apprebenſions of God in all his natural and moral 
perfections; nor is it able to diſcover all the na- 
tural and moral relations of God to our ſouls; ſo 
that we may be ſure that no idea of Gop is want- 
ing which is neceſſary to our real duty and final 
happineſs. 


5. Reaſon is unable to give pleaſant and lovely 
ideas of Gop, ſuch as ſhall ſuit a rational taſte, 
and excite a tender affection to him as an amiable 
and good being, full of perfect beauty and love, 
good and beautiful in himſelf, fit to do us the 
higheſt good, worthy to receive all poſſible good 
from us: an object in whom we may expand our 
nobleſt powers with delight; a being that re- 
joices to do us goodgand fill us with happineſs 
for ever. Reaſon can never furniſh ſuch ſweet 
and ſatisfying diſcoveries of a God as ſhall ſet 
our hearts at reſt, and be the termination of our 
will and reaſon in God, ſo as to have no occaſion 
to ſeek any farther felicity to eternity. 

6. Reaſon, in its preſent weak and depraved ſtate, 
cannot give ſuch powerful and durable ideas of Gob, 


as ſhall always abide with great force upon the 
ſoul, 
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ſoul.—Reaſon cannot diſcern ſuch an energy of 
God, working from moment to moment, and 
renewing the impetus every inſtant on the con- 
ſcience, paſſions, and will of man; and yet ſuch 
an impreſſion is abſolutely neceſſary for man's 
duty and happineſs. -Here reaſon diſcovers it; 
utter weakneſs and inſufficiency. 


It is abſolutely neceſſary, in order that a man 
ſhould know Gop, and perform his whole duty 
to him, that he ſhould have ſuch a rational and 
inceſſant impreſſion of Gop upon his ſoul, a 
ſhall have a ſufficient force to influence every 
man in the world to a compliance with every 
duty, in every inſtant, in every circumſtance and 
ſtate of life, from youth to manhood, from man- 
hood to old age, and to the very moment of 
death. | 
II. Reason cannot direct us in the true MANNER 

of performing the ſolemn woxs nir of GOD. 


Worſhip conſiſts in a juſt ſenſe and acknowledg- 
ment of the infinite perfections of Gop ; and this 
acknowledgment and veneration muſt be regu- 
tated by the divine will, and not by the mer 
fancy of the worſnhipper.—- How can mere reaſon 
aſſure us that we have clear and lively apprehen- 
ſions of the nature and attributes of Gop; and 1 
proper veneration for his infinite majeſty and dig- 
nity? Can reaſon infuſe into us a keen abhor- 


rence 
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rence of all moral diſorder, and inſpire us with 
a powerful confidence of Gop's goodneſs and 
fidelity? Can reaſon produce in us a moſt intenſe 
love to Gob, and a vigorous joy in him as our 
life and felicity ? 


Reaſon alone would never produce in us a ſweet 
and eaſy reſignation of our will to Gop.—Reaſon 
will never inſpire us with a ſweet humility, nor 
make us truly grateful for every favour beſtowed 
upon us.—Reaſon cannot enable us to exerciſe 
a reſolute ſelf-denial, or bear afflictions with a 
good grace, when Gop demands the one, and 
brings on the other.—Reaſon alone will never 
inſpire us with a moſt mighty zeal for the honour 
and glory of Gop.—Reaſon can never enable us 
to act with wiſdom before God, nor will it make 
us honeſt to the very bottom of our being in his 
ſervice and intereſt.— Reaſon will never inſpire 
us with an ardent deſire after an eternal fruition 
of his glorious perfections. 


III. Reasoxn can never diſcover the true HayPi- 
NESS Of Man. 


Reaſon cannot diſcern that good which makes 

a man happy, or prepares him for happineſs, or 
prevents his pain, or removes his miſery.— 
Reaſon cannot diſcern wherein true happineſs 
conſiſts.-Reaſon knows not that good which is 
ſuited to our higheſt powers, and is agreeable to 
Vol. I. Bs 4 every 
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every ſituation we can be in, and every character 
we can ſuſtain. Reaſon cannot diſcern that good 
which may be enjoyed without ſhame and con- 
fuſion, and poſſeſſed without ſuſpicion of wrong 
conduct, or dread of future ill conſequences.— 
Reaſon cannot diſcern that good which will ſup- 
port us under the troubles and vexations of life, 
or that will refine and raviſh our affections, ſtand 
the ſevere teſt of ſober reflection, improve upon 
longer experience, afford the higheſt pleaſure on 
the moſt frequent repetition, and be as laſting as 
our exiſtence. 


IV. Reasown cannot diſcern a complete noby of 
* MORALS or univerſal vix rug, as the Mians of 
HAPPINESS. | 


Reaſon never did give us a complete body of 
morality without defect or darkneſs. A perfect 
ſcheme of mortality muſt be eaſy and clear, in 
order to be uſeful to man. A confuſed and in- 
determinate rule of duty is of no uſe. A ſound 
plan of morals muſt be univerſal to oppoſe every 
ſin, and urge to every duty. There muſt be 
nothing defective, nothing corrupt or vicious in 
the whole ſyſtem. Sound morality muſt have 
no pernicious maxim to draw after it any bad 
conſequences. This plan muſt be avowed by 
Gop himſelf as a rule of duty, and enforced by 
his authority.-Reaſon leaves poor blind man to 
draw the rule of duty from the ſource of his own 

| | nature. 
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nature. Man cannot frame a complete body of 
morality.— He could make no progreſs in a 
ſyſtem of morals of his own, while he is a raw 
giddy youth, full of impure appetites and paſ- 
ſions.— If clear rules could be found out, motives 
would be wanting.—If motives were diſcerned 
by man, even then aſſiſtances of light, warmth, 
and ſtrength would be wanting, and we ſhould 
freeze to ice amidſt maxims of wiſdom, and mo- 
tives to virtue. 


V. Rx Aso cannot diſcover any powerful and 


effectual mMoTivEes to vIRTUE. 


I. Reason cannot give us a full view of the 
immediate PRESENCE of the Law-GIvER, and the 
infinite AUTHORITY of his Laws, as the invariable 
RULE of OBEDIENCE.—Reaſon is unable to recom- 
mend the law, by ſhewing us the glorious quali- 
fications of the law-giver in his power and great- 
neſs, It cannot give us right notions of his 
wiſdom, juſtice, goodneſs, and clemency; and 
yet the diſcoveries of theſe glorious properties 
muſt be attained, in order to promote univerſal 
and genuine virtue, —Reaſon cannot give ſuch a 
clear evidence of God from moment to moment, 
as ſhall ſtrike ſtrongly, affect warmly, leave a 
lively impreſſion, and have a pungent influence, 
to quicken us to the practice of virtue. 


Reaſon cannot ſhew us that our Governor- is 


always near; that he is every moment converſant 
M 2 with 
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with us; that we have every day convincing and 
delightful evidences of his goodneſs, wiſdom, 
Juſtice, and kindneſs; with all other beautiful 
perfections fitting him for government. Theſe 
notices are abſolutely neceſſary to enforce a re- 
gard to the will of Gop, 


Reaſon cannot powerfully excite to obedience, 
by ſhewing vs that title of the law-giver is in- 
diſputable, and the ground of his claim to our 
affection clearly made known. Such is the tranſ- 
cendent excellence of the nature of Gop, as to 
render him the only fit being to govern ; but rea- 
ſon is blind to this excellence. Reaſon doth not 
clearly diſcern that Gop is the creator of all things, 
that he has a propriety in all his creatures. Reaſon 
is blind as to God's preſerving us in being, and 
his ſpecial care of us, and inſpection into our 
exiſtence, and the many precious benefits he has 
beſtowed upon us. All this cloſe influence of 
Gop upon us, from moment to moment, is baſely 
diſregarded by the unenlightened mind. 


Reaſon is unable to give us a clear and ſatisfy- 
mg diſcovery of Gop's concernment in his own 
laws, 1. e. that the Gop who is thus qualified 
for, and rightly poſſeſſed of, the government, has 
made ſuch laws, and ſtamped his authority upon 
them. 

Reaſon is incapable of forming great and 
venerable ideas of the excellency of Gop, and 
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his right to give laws. But if we had brighter 
apprehenſions of his dignity and right to govern, 
yet this would have no weight with us, if we 
were not clearly ſatisfied that the laws of nature 
are the laws of Gov. 


Reaſon is unable to diſcern that the laws of 
God, in the nature and contents of them, are 
fully agreeable to the glorious perfections we 
defire in a law-giver; ſuch as wiſdom, juſtice, 
goodneſs, and clemency, or kind affection to 
man. But as theſe perfections are either not at 
all, or but obſcurely known by the light of 
reaſon, ſo the impreſs of the attributes of Gop 
on the laws of nature has not been diſcovered by 
the beſt geniuſes of the Pagan world; nor is it 
diſcoverable by our blind reaſon. No truth in 
the world is more certain; we not only. dare 
affirm it, but we can clearly make it appear even 
to demonſtration, viz. that the frame of the uni- 
verſe, and the whole ſyſtem of the laws of na- 
ture, are adapted to the powers and paſſions of 
man in a ſtate of innocence and rectitude; which 
is not the caſe with man now: no, verily, this is 
far from being his preſent ſtate. 


And, therefore, how to reconcile the perfe&ion 
of theſe laws to the moſt rational apprehenſions 
of God, and the preſent ſtate of man, is an incom- 
prehenſible ſpeculation of infinite conſequence, 
and of the moſt prodigious difficulty, ſo that 

human 
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human reaſon never could have got through it: 
its utmoſt force could never have ſurmounted it: 
the whole united world of minds could never 
have ſolved the difficulty, if Gop had not gra- 
ciouſly given ys another guide beſide reaſon and 
the light of nature. 


Reaſon cannot give a certain knowledge that 
Gop has a great regard to his laws, and accu- 
rately inſpects whether or no theſe laws are ob- 
ſerved and obeyed. The knowledge of this 
would be a ſtrong inducement to us to regard 
his laws. Here reaſon likewiſe fails. 


Reaſon, in this reſpect, is no leſs in the dark 
than in other points of the utmoſt importance. 


The face of things in the world hath fo various, 

ſo contrary, and ſo horrid an appearance, that we 
never could ſee clearly thro' this difficult matter, 
if we were left to judge of Gop and his laws by 
the mere light of nature. 


The aboundings of fin in all parts of the globe 
—the temporal proſperity of millions of ſinners 
—the ſufferings of the beſt men, and the afflicted 
ſtate of the moſt virtuous, have led multitudes 
to deny the providence and government of Gov ; 
and many of the wiſer and better ſort of man- 
kind have felt the moſt painful doubts con- 
cerning the wiſdom and rectitude of the divine 
adminiſtration, | 
| Reaſon 
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Reaſon cannot draw forth our beſt powers into 
action: the inducements to obedience muſt ſhine 
with the brighteſt light and ardour, ſo as to illu- 
minate and fire the mind; and not only diſſipate 
our doubts concerning the will and dominion of 
Gov, but likewiſe ſhew the excellency of ſub- 
miſſion, and the beauty and pleaſure of humble 
and faithful obedience. 


The mind of man is fo ſtrangely toſſed between 
hope and fear, concerning the goodneſs and juſtice 
of God's providential government, that he can- 
not, by the force of reaſon, come to any certain 
concluſion what Gob will do with him in time 
and eternity. 


Rational men, at ſome times, are aſtoniſhed to 
ſee Gop ſo patiently bear the moſt wicked in- 
ſults on his law. Art other times, they are filled 
with the raoſt alarming fears at the terrible effects 
of his puniſhing juſtice. The reaſons of the 
divine government in the exertions of patience 
and puniſhment, are abſolutely impenetrable by 
the force of reaſon, and bid defiance to the 
greateſt acuteneſs and ſagacity. 

On theſe toſſings between hope and fear, read the 
nervous Halyburton,* p. 144, and the great John 
Maclaurin on the Glorying in the Croſs, p. 68. 
II. Reason is defective in a ſecond moTrvs to 
DUTY.,-——lt doth not clearly diſcern the preſent 
pleaſures of obedience, nor ſatisfy us with reſpe& 

to 


In his admirable book againſt the Deiſts, 4te. 2714+ 


1 6 J 


to the preſent rewards of virtue. Reaſon cannot 
produce in us ſuch a ſerious and delightful ſenſe of 
God in the ſoul, nor impreſs upon us ſuch a feel- 
ing conviCtion of our intire dependance upon, and 
obligations to him, as ſhall excite us to love him 
with a lively gratitude, zealouſly ſtrive to pro- 
mote his glory, and proclaim, to the utmoſt of 
our capacity, the excellence of his perfections. 


1. Reaſon, in our preſent ſtate of depravity, is un- 
able to diſcern the certainty and evidence of a virtuous 
and religious life. Man, without divine aid, 
cannot diſcern and know that he is always in the 
right; he cannot ſee his way clear, and his end 
ſure. The way of his duty will be always per- 
plexed ; he will be ever without clear true light 
that light which produces a lively conviction 
and reſt of mind in a courſe of obedience. Man, 
by the force of reaſon, cannot be abſolutely ſure 
that he complies with the whole will of Goo, 
nor attain to ſatisfaction that he fincerely en- 
deavours to pleaſe Him. Man, by mere reaſon, 
cannot be fure that the path he walks in is the 
path of eternal life and happineſs. The way of 
mere reaſon is covered with ſo much darkneſs, 
that he cannot ſee all through to the end. His 
proſpect is obſcure; and eternal objects are ſo 
confuſed before him, that he cannot diſcover 
where his path ends; he cannot conclude that it 
will terminate in God. 

II. Reaſon, 
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u. Reaſon, in its preſent ſtate, cannot clearly and 
Readily diſcover the great beauty and excellence of a 
religious and virtuous life. There is nothing 
more lovely than light in the whole creation of 
Goo; nothing more needful or uſeful. Light is 
not a greater natural beauty in the material 
world, than virtue 1s a moral beauty in the ra- 
tional world. True virtue is the beauty of 
human life, the ſplendor and glory of human 
actions. It is that active principle by which 
our whole mind and heart are intentionally di- 
rected to produce good towards all the objects of 
our free agency in heaven and earth. 


But how blind has human reaſon, in all ages, 
been to this beauty of temper and action this 
molt lovely quality and ornament of the foul ! 


tt. Mere reaſon cannot afford that light <vhich 
will inſpire the pleaſures and joys of a virtuous life. 
— To have the eyes of reaſon opened, and the 
underſtanding brightly illuminated, what a rap- 
ture and pleaſing ſurpriſe muſt it be! how new, 
how beautiful, how charming mult every object 
appear! But reaſon cannot furniſh theſe pleaſures. 
Reaſon utterly fails in giving us the pleaſures of 
moral perception, of religious action, of virtuous 
reflection, pure fruition, and the hope of future 
happineſs in perfection. 


(1.) Reaſon cannot ſupply the pleaſures of virtuous 


ation. All pleaſure ſuppoſes action. Gob has 
Vor. I. N made 


l 98 ] 


made man an active being, ſo that idleneſs is its 
own torment.—Gob has ſo framed man, that the 
beſt pleaſures always attend the beſt actions.— 
Every good action is pleaſant : and the better the 
action, the greater is the pleaſure that attends it. 


Pleaſures, flowing from bad actions, are of a 
low ſordid nature: the divine wiſdom ſuffers only 
ſome mean dreggy pleaſures to attend vicious 
actions, on purpoſe to put the powers of reaſon 
to the proof. Vicious pleaſures are hollow and 
unſatisfying; they are momentary and ſoon gone; 
are attended with fear of bad conſequences, with 
a painful ſuſpicion of wrong conduct; ſicken us 
with frequent repetition, and are bitter and tor- 
menting on the review. Mere reaſon can furniſh 
us with no pleaſure that will wait on every ſtep 
of human life. The life of a man that has 
nothing more than reaſon to conduct him, has 
many barren ſpots on which no pleaſures grow. 


Reaſon alone can never raiſe us to that ſublime 
devotion to God, which is the moſt rapturous ex- 
erciſe of the human ſoul. Ir can never inſpire us 
with juſt and enlarged ideas of the divine per- 
fections, nor impreſs upon us the divine image, 
nor produce in us a happy warmth and flow of 
affection to the firſt and beſt cauſe of all things. 


( 2.) Reaſon alone cannot enable us to enjoy the 
ſeveet pleaſures of refleion, after the performance of a 
| good 
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good action. This is a rich privilege indeed ! 
but reaſon cannot beſtow jt. A truly good man 
can enjoy the time paſt as well as the time preſent. 
The time paſt is gone, conſidered as a part of du- 
ration; and in this ſenſe can never be recalled. 
But time, as filled with good actions, is never 
loſt, while memory and recollection remain. But 
as reaſon is inſufficient to excite us to good 
actions, ſo conſequently it can furniſh us with no 
pleaſing reflections on our paſt conduct. 


(3.) Reaſon alone can never furniſh the pleaſures 
of exquiſite fruition of the preſence and love of God. 
—— A poor depraved man's time is worſe than 
loſt; he has no fruit, but that of a vitiated heart; 
no good fruit at all- yet muſt give an account to 
Gop of every thought, word, and action. Vice, 
which allures the wretch with an harlot's face, 
now viewed behind, appears as a curſed hag, an 
ill-favoured ſorcereſs. Conſcience turns his en- 
raged enemy, and torments his very ſoul. 


If man was truly good, reflection would prove 

a rich, wonderful, and delightful faculty, By 
the help of this wondrous power, things paſt may 
be made preſent to the mind, and it may be made 
an inlet to very great and laſting pleaſures. If a 
man was truly good, his life would be ſpent in 
innocence and uſefulneſs; he would feel a plea- 
ſure that he could repeat a thouſand times; and 
the more exquiſite, in that, while it aroſe from 
N 2 time 
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time paſt, it would run on into time future, and 
terminate in a vaſt eternity. On the other hand, 
the pains of fruition in ſin and vice are far be- 
yond all its pleaſures, * l 


(A.) Reaſon can never furniſh the pleaſures of hope 
and truft in Gob for all future time. It can never 
enable us to enjoy the future duration of the next 
life in the preſent. If a man was truly good, 
hope would grow up into a kind of aſſurance; it 
would fix the ſoul on a rock, and fortify the mind 
in the proſpect of ill, by a firm perſuaſion that 
God would not forſake us; it would teach a man 
to ſay, I fix my confidence in infinite preſence, 
infinite power, infinite faithfulneſs, and infinite 
love. I am reſolutely fixed on Goo; I have new 
deſires and vaſt expectations. Thus, time paſt, 
preſent, and to come; would all conſpire in the 
pleaſures of religion and virtue. But where is 
the man to be found in the whole world, that, 
by the mere force of reaſon, can feel, theſe hopes 
and theſe pleaſures ? 


Iv. Reaſon is unable to exhibit the alluring and in- 
trucive nature of a religious and virtuous life. 


Light allures and attracts the eyes of all men. 
The light of virtue in a good man is the moſt 
inſtructive and attractive in the whole world; it 
vaſtly excels all the fineſt declamations in favour 
of virtue. The light and life which vital virtue 
_ diffuſes around it, would invite other men into 

| the 
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the ſame path, and guide them to purſue with 
ardour the ſame practice. But where is the man 
to be found that, on the principle of reaſon alone, 
hath exhibited this beautiful example? The light 
and beauty of a virtuous converſation is more 
convincing than the mere light of good prin- 
ciples, or the eloquence of the beſt orators. 


It is a method above all others of promoting 
true virtue in the world. 


A ſhining light inſtructs, an ardent light in- 
flames, a beautiful light perſuades the paſſions of 
the heart, and excites imitation; but where 1s 
ſuch a ſhining, ardent, and beautiful light to be 
found on the principles of reaſon ? 


v. Reaſon is unable to make an high advance- 
ment in the power and beauty of virtue. True 
religion ought to be of a progreſſive nature. 
Vital virtue ſhould reſemble the advancing light 
of the riſing ſun. 


As the ſun riſes higher and higher toward hs 
meridian, ſo a truly virtuous man ſhould be ſtill 
advancing in goodneſs. Internal virtue ſhould 
urge him on, by a rational and forcible ſtimulus, 
to a farther growth in knowledge, perfection, 
and uſefulneſs. - But here the powers of unaſſiſted 
reaſon utterly fail, 


(1.) A truly virtuous man ought to improve his 
knowledge of Gop and himſelf. He will firive 


Vo 


L 102 } 


to advamce in clearer apprehenſions of the in- 
finite perfections of his maker. His conceptions 
of the dignity of God, and of the powers and 
affections of his own ſoul, will be more vivid and 
diſtinct, his mind will be more free from pride 
and haughtineſs, his reaſon more free from error, 
his judgment more purged from prejudices, and 
more correct in its deciſions. But where is the 
man to be found in the whole world that is ca- 
pable of theſe noble advancements on the prin- 
ciples of reaſon alone? 


(2.) Reaſon is unable to produce a fixed adheſion of 
the will to Gob and virtue: it cannot give us ſtrength 
and firmneſs in true religion. 

An adheſion of the will to God is properly the 
ſtrength of virtue. If reaſon were ſufficient for 
the happineſs of man, we ſhould find a natural 
progreſs in the life of virtue; and this adheſion 
of the will to the goodneſs, rectitude, and beauty 
of Gop, would grow ſtronger with time, ſo as to 
bear a proportion with the growing apprehenſions 
of Gop, and the enlarged views of the human 
underſtanding. There is a great degree of 
ſtrength in the union of the will to Goo, and in 
this union true virtue conſiſts, But did reaſon 
alone ever produce it? A ſoul that truly feels it, 
hopes to have the approbation of Gop before the 
whole rational world - but reaſon can neither pro- 
duce nor.cheriſh this hope. | | 

| (3.) Reaſon 
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(3.) Reaſon cannot excite us to that ſublime virtue 
which will enable a man to ſhine in the perfection of 
bis example and character. 

A man of true virtue will go on to higher de- 
grees of beauty and perfection. He has fewer 
blemiſhes than other men, and fewer than he him- 
ſelf once had—he is more purified from the vices 
of fleſh and ſpirit he corrects whatever is amiſs 
in his temper and condutt—his example was 
formerly good, but it is now much brighter and 
better, more lovely and inſtructive. The man of 
high and delicate virtue labours about his ex- 
ample and character, as a painter doth upon a 
picture, or a ſtatuary, on a piece of firſt-rate 
ſculpture; and, before he finiſhes his piece, he 
ſtrives to give a beauty to the whole, and to 
ſpread a grace over his whole character.“ But we 
challenge the whole world to produce one man 
that hath done this on the mere principles of 


reaſon. 


(.) Reaſon can never enable a man to advance 
ſweelly in the eaſe and pleaſure of virtuous ation, 
and increaſe in the high-ſpirited joy of well-doing. 

A man of true virtue will find, to his unſpeak- 
able pleaſure, that he advances in facility of 
aftion—he will find the pleaſure of right con- 
duct ſtill increaſing—he will feel his faculties 
more and more adapted to actions of generous 

greatneſs, 
ges Grove on the Certainty and Pleaſutes of Religion, 8vo. 
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greatneſs, and the pleaſures of ſocial benevolence. 
By a kind of divine and god-like inſtinct, he will 
run naturally into worthy manners and practices ; 
whilſt a wicked man will make a ſwift progreſſive 
motion into all the plagues and miſeries of vice. 
Where is the man who, on the principles of mere 


reaſon, hath purſued the former, and avoided the 
latter ? IT 


vi. Reaſon alone is unable to carry any man into 
ſuch purity of heart, and life, as ſhall at laſt iſſue in 
a ſtate perfection in the full fruition of GOD.— 
The perfection of virtue, in the order and opera- 
tions of our nobleſt powers and affections, would 
certainly be the reſult of a rich advance in perfect 
goodneſs. But here reaſon eternally fails. 


Human reaſon, in its preſent ſtate, is utterly 
unable to guide us to that perfection of happineſs 
in God, and that rich enjoyment of the whole 
ſoul, in all its principles and powers of fruition, 
which our nature appears to be deſigned for in 
its original conſtitution. 


And as reaſon is defeCtive in this ſecond mo- 
tive, (viz.) it cannot diſplay, in a lively and 
convincing manner, the preſent advantages and 
pleaſures of virtue and obedience. So we affirm, 


that, 


III. Reason is defective in a third moTIvE to 
DUTY, (viz.) it doth not give us a clear and 
| ſtriking 
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ſtriking view of ruruxx rewards and pleaſures, 
to repay and recompence us for all preſent diſad- 
vantages and hardſhip we ſuffer for the ſake of 
Gop and virtue, 


IV. Reason is defective in a fourth moTive to 
VIRTUE, (viz.) It cannot diſcover, in a clear and 
ſtriking manner, thoſe terrible puniſhments which 
Gop will moſt ſurely execute on all reſolute and 
determined rebels againſt his government. 


V. Reasow is defective in a fifth moTrve to 
virtue, (viz.) It cannot ſhew us one example 
of pure and ſpotleſs virtue in the whole world of 
mankind. 


Examples move to action; precepts only teach. 
Laws and precepts only inſtruct us what ought to 
be done. But reaſon can neither furniſh precepts 
or examples to excite effectually one man to vital 
virtue. | 


VI. Reasox is defective in a fixth Mor and 
MEANS to VIRTUE, (v1z.) It cannot diſcover the 
leaſt aſſiſtance from Gop for the great work of 
obedience to God, or benevolence to mankind. 


Thus far we have ſhewn the utter inſufficiency 
of reaſon to make proper diſcoveries of Gop and 
his infinite perfections to point out the true 
manner of worſhipping Him—rto ſhew the ſu- 
preme good or true happineſs of man—to diſ- 
cover a perfect rule of morality; or plan of ſound 
Vol. I. O virtue 
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virtue and morals—and to diſcern the moſt 
powerſul motives to virtue and religion, We 
now proceed to ſhew that reaſon cannot diſcover 
the pardon of ſin—the refinement of the ſoul by 
ſanctification - ſupport under troubles, and com- 
fort in death. 


VII. R Aso is unable to diſcover the PAR DOox 
of six. 


1. Reaſon cannot diſcern the eſtimate which 
Gop made of the firſt act of ſin, nor how he 
treated the firſt parents of mankind after their 
act of treaſon and rebellion. 


2. Reaſon could never diſcover the leaſt in- 
ſtitution of a propitiatory offering to atone for 
the guilt of ſin, nor can it intimate the way in 
which Gop would be propitious to a rebel. 


3- Reaſon is unable to diſcern Gop inviting 
and alluring men to repentance; it can diſcover 
no command of Gob to repent. The light of 
nature ſhews that Gob is affronted and diſpleaſed, 
but it ſhews no command to repent. 


4. Reaſon cannot diſcover one ſinner pardoned 
from the beginning of the world to this very 
hour. 2 


5. Reaſon is 8nable to diſcern the great deſign 
of God's patience towards a wicked world for 
thouſands of years. This is an incomprehenſible 


conduct 
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conduct in Gop, which no ſagacity of man can 
account for or ſolve. 


6. Reaſon is inſufficient to ſhew us any happy 
ſouls burſting into ſongs of praiſe for pardon from 
Gob as a merciful being. 


7. Reaſon can diſcover no holy and ſpiritual 
| worſhip appointed by Gop for any of his rebel- 
lious creatures, nor does it aſſure us that any 
worſhip will be acceptable to him : no worſhip at 
all is commanded by Gop on the foot of rea- 
ſon: this is an awful thought, viz. that Gor com- 
mands no man to worſhip, nor exhorts or com- 
mands any man to repent and return to Gop. 

8. Reaſon can never diſcover one purpoſe in 
the HEART of Gop, nor one promiſe in the 
MouTH of Gop, nor one action in the convucr 
of Gop, that gives a ſure and certain indication 
of the pardon of one ſin—much leſs can it diſ- 
cern ten thouſand promiſes and actions flowing 
from the heart of Gob in ſtreams of light and 
love upon loſt mortals. 


9. Reaſon cannot diſcover one name belonging 
to God that inſpires a ſolid hope of pardon. 


10. Reaſon can never diſcover one perfection 
in Gop, that can pardon—it never poſſibly can 
diſcern the harmony of juſtice and mercy in the 
pardon. of one fin in the whole world. 


The united reaſon and wiſdom of all mankind 
+ O 2 can 
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can never diſcover how juſtice and mercy may be 
ſhewn in the ſame moment to a criminal in civil 
government, much leſs in the government of 
Gop. This thought deſerves to be amplifyed 
and urged to the utmoſt. 


11. Reaſon is not in the leaſt able to diſcover 
a ſuitable proviſion for a divine and infinite go- 
vernor, to the end that he may pardon fin with 
honour to his moral character and government. 


It can diſcern no ranſom paid to a divine and 
infinite conqueror—no ſacrifice or atonement to 
a divine and injured monarch—no ſatisfaction in 
the leaſt to a divine and infinite judge. 


Reaſon can diſcover no friend to us, who could, 
by the diſpoſitions of his heart, and by his actions 
and ſufferings, provide for the full meridian glory 
of divine juſtice—as making laws—as rewarding 
obedience to laws—as puniſhing the violation of 
laws in the moſt perfect and impartial manner :— 
and this ſurety likewiſe freely and kindly obeying 
all the righteous commands, and bearing all the 
righteous curſes of the law, which it otherwiſe 
required of us in order to eſcape puniſhment, and 
to have a right to eternal happineſs in Gop. 


Concerning all this, reaſon is at an inexpreſ- 
ſible loſs. | 


12. Reaſon cannot diſcover one man ſent by 
God to proclaim one word of pardon to a guilty 
world. 


Not 
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Not any one man, nor any ſet of men, can be 
diſcovered by reaſon as ſent with a commiſſion 
from Gov, and ſealed with the broad ſeal of hea- 
ven, do proclaim ſo much as a ſingle hint of par- 
don to a guilty world, or to any individual on 
earth one moment through thouſands of years. 
We defy all mankind to deny this and prove the 
contrary. 

13. Reaſon is not able to diſcover Gop iſſuing 
out any commands to rebels to forgive one another 
the crimes they commit againſt each other, and 
the offences they give to one another. 

No man, by the exerciſe of reaſon alone, can 
diſcern that Gob has ordered him to forgive his 
fellow-creatures their offences; no, not in one 
inſtance for a moment. Hence ſee the horrid 
ſpirit of revenge amongſt the hot-blooded heroes 
of the heathen world. 


VIII. Rrasox is utterly inſufficient to ſuppreſs 


vicious INCLINATIONS, and root them out of 
the soul; or to refine and purify the HearT 
by a powerful and effectual SANCTIFICATION. 


How blind was the heathen world, how dark 
their wiſeſt philoſophers, how childiſh and filly 
are all the beſt means they preſcribe. Plato bids 
you purify your ſouls by muſic and'the mathe- 
matics, | 

Can a violin charm away luſt? Can Euclid's 
Elements ſubdue your pride, and purge out un- 

cleanneſs 
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cleanneſs and adultery, avarice, malice, and raſh 
anger ? : 

Reaſon cannot produce and cheriſh any of thoſe 
noble and excellent qualities in the ſoul which 
are neceſſary for a life of virtue and holineſs. 


1. A vigorous bent of the mind, or a power- 
ful and ardent inclination and propenſity of heart 
to virtue, is neceſſary to the practice of it, But 
here reaſon utterly fails. 


All mankind have an actual bent and propen- 
ſity of heart to moral evil, or vice and wicked- 
neſs. 


2. A cordial peace and heart - felt friendſhip 
with God, is abſolutely neceſſary to a life of vital 
virtue and ſanctification in the ſight of Goo. 


Nothing leſs than a ſtrong ſenſe of. peace with 
Gop can produce an earneſt deſire after a re- 
ſemblance to Gop.—But here reaſon, with all its 
united powers, utterly fails. 

3. A ſufficiency of ſtrength and light from Gop 
is abſolutely neceſſary for a life of holineſs towards 
God, and conformity to his image or moral per- 
fections: to be like Gop in wiſdom, a man muſt 
be wiſe; to reſemble his goodneſs, a man muſt 
be good at heart; to bear the likeneſs of his 
holineſs, a man muſt be purified and refined in 
the temper of his ſoul ; to reſemble God's juſtice 
and truth, a man muſt be impreſſed with a ſenſe 

rst FE of 


E 


of the beauty of juſtice, and be filled with ſince- 
rity and integrity of heart. But did mere reaſon 
ever produce theſe charming qualities? Where 
is the man to be ſound? In what age, in what 
country did he live, that performed all this by 
the power of reaſon alone? 


4. A lively hope of being happy in the preſence 
of Gop to eternity is abſolutely neceſſary to a life 
of genuine virtue in the preſent world, 


Without this vigorous hope, no man on earth 
will ever practice univerſal virtue—this love to 
Gob and all mankind. And where is this man 
to be found, who, on the principles of - reaſon 
alone, ever purſued and practiſed univerſal vir- 
tue? Where was he born? Where was he edu- 
cated? Where did he live?—No anſwer can be 
given! our infidels are ſtruck dumb for ever; they 
cannot for their lives and ſouls give us a ſatisfac- 
tory anſwer to theſe queries, conſequently their 
ſcheme of infidelity is ruined; and if they had any 
moral honeſty in their hearts they would openly 
declare and confeſs it before the whole world. 


For a rational creature in his preſent ſtate, and 
with all the prodigious imperfections of his in- 
ternal character, to look for an eternity. of hap- 
pineſs in God, is to look very high indeed; it is to 
form very grand and exalted conceptions and 
hopes; and it is demonſtrably and undoubtedly 

certain, 
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certain, that no man in the world will go to the 
expence of denying all his vile appetites and 
paſſions after preſent good, without a ſtrong ſen- 
ſation of inviſible and eternal good, to reward 
him for his ſelf-denial, and the reſolute practice 
of pure and perfect virtue, Now I aſk again, 
Where is the man to be found that has preſerved 
in his boſom an high hope of the eternal fruition 
of Gov as the ſupreme good, and on this princi- 
ple has denied every bad appetite, every polluted 
paſſion, every impure inclination, and has exerted 
all his powers in love to Gop and to all mankind? 
There is no ſuch man to. be found in the whole 
world —he is yet to be born. 


| Reaſon cannot diſcover the true and only ſource 
of holineſs, nor the foundation on which it is en- 
Joyed, (viz.) a union of heart with Gob. Reaſon 
cannot diſcover the method and order of holineſs 
nor the means of holineſs—conſolations of Gov 
_ —good and bright examples—nor the grand 
efficient of holineſs, or ſanctification, the holy 
and eternal Spirit of Gop—nor the grand ſecret 
of living to Gov, by a new conſtitution of ſoul 
nor the right uſe of all the means of increaſing 
holineſs—nor the beauty, the rich advantages, 
and pleaſures of holineſs in time and eternity. 
Reaſon cannot give any ſolid comfort from Gob 
for one moment to enable us to perform the 
duties of his reaſonable, juſt, and good law. 
| VIII. Reasov 
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VIII. Reason cannot ſupport us under the rRou- 
BLES and bitter AFFLICTIONS of this Lirk. 

Reaſon can give no ſufficient relief to the mind 
under any troubles, trials, or pinching and critical 
times of diſtreſs —ſhe cannot diſcover any certain 
ſupplies in want; nor diſcover God's providence 
taking ſpecial notice of any one of the human 
race, having a care for ſparrows, or numbering 
the hairs of our head—ſhe knows not that there 
is any one being in our world whom God will 
vouchſafe to call his friend, nor can diſcover one 
angel in the univerſe employed in taking care of 
us, nor can diſcern any promiſe that Gop has 
made ; no, not the utmoſt exertion of reaſon can 
tell that Gop has ever made one promiſe, or ever 
will to eternity—ſhe knows not that Gop has any 
people on earth or in heaven. Reaſon knows of no 
true and pure holineſs and righteouſneſs on earth; 
ſhe can only ſhew you a parcel of loathſome rags, 
ſmeared with the putrid ulcers of ſinful fouls. 
Reaſon knows not the Son of Gop; ſhe cannot 
form one thought of him, nor tell that Gop has a 
ſon; but is ſtone blind about a ſaviour. Reaſon 
knows not the Spirit of God, or that God's ſpirit 
has any exiſtence, that Goo has an eternal ſpirit 
— ſhe finds eternity all in horrid darkneſs; even 
blackneſs of darkneſs. Reaſon knows not a word 
of heaven: an eternal heaven, with all its ſpiritual 
pleaſures and fulneſs of joy, is totally unknown 
ſhe is quite blind about Gob's kingdom in our 
Vor. I. N P world, 
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world, or in the world to come; can diſcern 
nothing but eternal poverty in the ſoul. Reaſon 
is blind to all God's ſalvations of every kind, and 
ignorant of aſſurances of intereſt in Goo. She 
has no diſcernment or experience of Gop's ſpecial 
favour and faithfulneſs in the leaſt: knows of no 
ſweetneſs in Gop our ſaviour and redeemer. 
Reaſon cries, if the ſweetneſs of the world is loſt, 
all is loſt to me for ever—ſhe knows not that 
there is any drop of love in Gop for one ſoul. 
Reaſon is blind concerning the true and ſolid 
uſefulneſs of afflictions, trials, troubles, and diſ- 
treſſes in life: ſhe cannot diſcern their uſe to the 
ſouls of men, nor make all troubles work for 
good—ſhe can give no FEAR-NOTS : ſhe knows 
not a word or a ſyllable of any rRAR-xor from 
the voice of Gop: is totally at a loſs as to all 
final and happy iſſues of our affairs with God at 
the concluding ſcenes of life, Reaſon is deaf as 
death to all notices of Gop's oath, life, ſoul, arm, 
and conſolations to ſinners and penitent rebels— 
ſhe cannot give a lively and ſtrong apprehenſion 
of the weight and worth of eternal good. Reaſon 
cannot impreſs on the ſoul a ſweet ſenſe of happi- 
neſs; can give no proſpect of heaven; cannot 
infuſe the leaſt taſte for heaven; cannot inſpire 
the leaſt ſenſe of the ſweetneſs, reality, and ſoli- 
dity of inviſible things. Reaſon knows nothing 
of the appearances of Gop—nothing of the laſt 


ſtate 


E 


ſtate of the univerſe and empire of Gob nothing 
of his ſingular and free interpoſitions in our fa- 
vour, either for time or eternity—all is dark! 
dark ! dark! dark as death. 


IX. Reason cannot ſupport us in the Acos of 
DEATH, nor arm us againſt its ' APPROACHES 
and its TERRORS, 


Reaſon hates to think of death, it flies from it 
as the terrible of all terrors —fondly promiſes a 
long life - looks to ſecond cauſes to preſerve life, 
(viz.) phyſicians, diet, exerciſe—clings to this 
world and the preſent life, as the ivy to the trunk 
of the oak - cannot enable and excite any man to 
forſake the inward love of ſin, which makes death 
ſo dreadful - nor wean and divorce him from the 
power of a luſtful taſte and impure deſires - can- 
not inſpire us with a calm repoſe on Gop's tender 
care, or encourage a confidence in his love—can 
give no conſolations againſt the terrors of death 
cannot diſcover that Gop will live with us and 
abide by us for one moment in life or death, we 
are ſuch ſorry guilty wretches—can diſcern no 
right to dare to calh S op father, in our preſent 
depraved and guilty ſtate. Reaſon has not one 
idea of a friendly mediator between Gop and us 
cannot tell that Chriſt is either dead or alive, or 
that he has any exiſtence, or ever had any—knows 
not a word of the incarnation, ſufferings, reſur- 
rection, or aſcenſion of Chriſt—is abſolutely blind 
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concerning union with Gop's heart, and love for 
a poor loſt ſoul, a vile finner—it never could ſtart 
a thought of union with Chriſt as a living head. 
Reaſon, if it ſpeaks out the clear truth, muſt 
terribly tell us that death is the door to all evils, 
the paſſage into a world of horrors—if ſhe tells 
the whole truth, will curſe every man to eternal 
ſinfulneſs, and aſſure him that ſin ſhall never, 
never leave him; no, no, nor ever forſake his 
filthy wretched ſoul knows of no happineſs after 
death, no, not for one ſoul in all the world. Rea- 
ſon knows nothing of a reſurrection of our dead 
bodies has not one thought of it. Corrupt 
reaſon ſcorns the leaſt notices of it diſdains to 
receive any news of the reſurretion—ſcoffs at 
any man as a mad fool, and a babbling fellow,“ 
who ſhall ſpeak one word about it. Reaſon, if 
it ſpeaks out the whole truth concerning every 
ſinner, muſt conclude on our eternal ſeparation 
from Gov, without any hope of his favour. 


x. Of the svyFiciency of Rasen to lead us 
to eternal ayyiness—ariſing from a ſix- fold 
general vitw of the whole world. 


As an illuſtration of what has hitherto been 
diſcovered for demonſtrating the inſufficiency of 
natural religion, we ſhall here offer a ſix-fold 
view of the experience of the world in general, 

G without 
® Emiguokoy Þ, a retailer of ſcraps, or a contemptible prating fellow. 
Att xvii. 18. ; 
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without deſcending to particular inſtances, which 
are every where to be met with, and have in part 
been touched at, and offered before. 


1. Let us view man as a creature made for this 
end, TO'CLORIFY GoD, AND ENJOY HIM FOR EVER: 
abſtracted from the conſideration of his corrup- 
tion, which the deiſts ſometimes deny, and ſome- 
times with difficulty do but in part admit. And 
let us conſider him as left to purſue this noble 
end, in the uſe of his rational faculties under the 
conduct of the mere light of nature. If we con- 
ſider him thus, and enquire into the experience 
of the world, how far he has reached this end, we 
ſhall find ſuch an account as will much confirm 
the truth we have aſſerted, and weaken the credit 
of the deifts, with their imaginary ſufficiency of 
nature's light to conduct man to the end for 
which he was made. 


If we look to the vurcar, the generality of 
mankind, we ſhall find them with their backs 
turned to the chief end, never once thinking for 
what they were made, but purſuing other things: 
every one, as luſt leads him, following his own 
humour, walking in a dire& and open contra- 
diction to that law, which was originally de- 
ſigned for the guide of our life, and the directory 
to bliſs; that happineſs which all would enjoy, 
though they know not where to find it, 


If 
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If we obſerve the vhWOSorH ERS we may ſee 
them ſitting up late, riſing early, eating the bread 
of carefulneſs, wearying themſelves in the ſearch of 
happineſs, running into ſome hundreds of different 
notions about it; and yet not one of them diſ- 
covering, or at leaſt underſtanding the true one; 
and as little agreed about the way to it, We may 
hear them talk of virtue, but never directing to 
its proper end, the glory of Gov. We may hear 
them urging the practice of it, but not upon the 
proper grounds. Rarely having any regard to the 
authority of God, the only formal ground of obe- 
dience. Inſtead of plain rules, uſeful to man- 
kind, they obtrude dark ſentences, rather deſigned 
to make their fellow mortals admire them, than 
to be uſeful to any individual. They every where 
tack their own fancies to the divine law, a weight 
ſufficient to ſink the other, as to its truth, in the 
apprehenſions of men, or at leaſt, as to its uſe- 
fulneſs. They offer a rule defeftive in moſt 
things of moment, corrupt in many, ruining in 
not a few inſtances, deſtitute of any other autho- 
rity than their own ſay ſo, or ipſe dixit, unintel- 
ligible to the vulgar, and deſtitute of induce- 
ments to obey it. 


2. Let us conſider man as made to glorify 
Gop; but barred from this end, by the interpo- 
ſition of thoſe great hindrances and difficulties 
which now are certainly in its way; I mean 
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DARKNESS, GUILT, and CORRUPTION, which are 
like vaſt mountains in the way to happineſs. 


As to that DARKNESS that has overſpread the 
minds of men; if we examine the ſtate of the vul- 
gar, we find them like blind men, content to grope 
along in the dark, through a miry way, ſtumbling 


frequently, and falling ſometimes dangerouſly; yet 


ſatisfied with their caſe, not looking after light : 
not ſo much becauſe they want it not, as becauſe 
they have no notion of it, or its uſefulneſs; like 
blind men that never ſaw the ſun, and therefore 
ſuffer the want of light with leſs regret than they 
who once ſaw, but now have loſt their eyes. They 
follow as they are led; are ready to take hold of 
any hand, though of one as blind as themſelves, 
and are never ſenſible of the miſtake till ſunk into 
an abyſs, from which they can never extricate 
themſelves. The philoſophers, indeed, ſeem a 
little more ſenſible of their caſe; but after all 
their painful endeavours, we find them utterly in 
the dark, as to all uſeful and neceſſary knowledge 
of Gop, or the way of worſhipping him; of our- 
ſelves, our happineſs, our ſins, the way of obtain- 
ing pardon, our duty, or our corruption. 


As to our; if we look at the caſe of mankind, 
and their endeavours for the removal of it, we find 
the vulgar drowned in endleſs deſpair, or fatal ſe- 
curity ; like men at their wits end, trying all the 
methods which fear, ſuperſtition, or racked ima- 
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gination can deviſe, and ſtill unſatisfied with 
their own inventions; they are ready to try every 
ſcheme which ſelf - deſigning men, or even the 
devil, can ſuggeſt to them, ſparing no coſt, no 
travel, no pain. They refuſe not to give the fruit 
of their body for the ſin of their ſoul. The philo- 
ſophers either think, through their pride, they 
have no ſin, becauſe they are not fo bad, quite ſo 
bad as the vulgar; or, if they ftill retain ſome 
ſenſe of ſin, they are driven into the utmoſt per- 
plexity, being convinced of the wickedneſs of the 
meaſures taken by the vulgar, or at leaſt, of their 
uſeleſſneſs and impertinency, and yet unable to 
find out better; they try to divert their thoughts 
from a ſore they know no plaiſter for. 


As to cok RUr To; we find all confeſſing it, 
crying out of the diſeaſe; and indeed it is rather 
becauſe it will not be hid, for the ſore runs, than 
becauſe it is painful to many. The vulgar deſpair 
of ſtemming the tide, and finding it eaſier to ſwim 
vith the ftream, are willingly carried headlong. 
The body of philoſophers are indeed like weak 
watermen on a ſtrong ſtream, they row one way, 
but are carried another. Though they pretend 
to aim at the ruining of vice, yet really they do it 
no hurt, ſave that they ſpeak againſt it. A few 
of the beſt of them being aſhamed to be found 
amongſt the reſt ſwimming, or rather carried 
down the ſtream on the ſurface, that. is, in open 

vice, 
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vice, have dived to the bottom; but really made 
as much way under water, as the other on the 
ſurface. 

3. LeT us view MANKIND UNDER THE GOODNESS 
AND FORBEARANCE OF GOD, THESE HELPS WHICH 
SOME THINK SUFFICIENT. This word is uſed, or 
rather abuſed, as a blind in a matter of very great 
importance; and men who uſe it will ſcarce tell, 
if they can, even in the ſubject of the preſent diſ- 
courſe, in what ſenſe they uſe it. But let it be as 
it will, ſome pretend the works of providence, 
particularly God's goodneſs and forbearance, ſuf- 
ficient. Well, let us ſee the experience of the 
world in this. 

If we view mankind under this conſideration, 
we may ſee them ſo far from being led to repen- 
tance, that the moſt part never once take notice 
of this conduct of Gop. Others, and they not 
a few, have abuſed it to the worſt purpoſes. Be- 
becauſe judgment againſt an evil work has not 
been ſpeedily executed, therefore their hearts were 
wholly ſet in them to do evil. The more in- 
quiſitive.have had the inſolence to charge God as 
encouraging wickedneſs. And as for the favours 
they enjoyed themſelves, they looked on them, 
not as calls to repentance, but as rewards for 
their pretended virtues, and ſcanty ones too, be- 
low the worth of them. Not a few of them have 
gone near to arraign Gob of injuſtice for leſſer 
afflictions they were tried with; while others 
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have been entangled and toſſed to and fro by 
croſs appearances. So that none have by this 
goodneſs of God been led to repentance. 


4. Let us view men living in the place where 
REVELATION obtains, or where the CHRISTIAN RE- 
LIGION is profeſſed and taught, but renouncing 
and rejecting it, and in profeſſion owning only 
NATURAL RELIGION : ſuch are the DzisTs among 
us. If we conſider their words, they talk indeed 
that natural religion is ſufficient; and to make it 
appear ſo, ſome of them have adorned it with 
Jewels ſtolen from the temple of God, aſcribing 
to the light of nature diſcoveries in religion, 
which originally were owing to revelation, and 
were never dreamed of where it did not obtain; 
though being once-diſcovered, they have gained 
the conſent of ſober reaſon. But now we are not 
conſidering the ſpeech, but the power of theſe 
men; not what they ſay of the ſufficiency of 
natural religion, but what real experience they 
have of it, and what evidence they give of this 
in their practice. | 

If we thus conſider them, we find, that altho', 
when they have a mind to impoſe their notion of 
the. ſufficiency of natural religion upon others, 
they pretend, that it is clear as to a great many 
points or principles, that are confeſſedly of the 
greateſt moment in religion; yet when they be- 
gia to ſpeak more plainly and freely their own 
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inward ſentiments, they ſhew that they are not 
fixed, no not about the very principles them- 
ſelves, even thoſe of them which are of the 
greateſt conſequence. Mr. Gildon, publiſher of 
the Oracles of Reaſon, is not far from aſſerting 
two anti-gods, one good, the other evil, and fo 
falls in with the Perſians, Blount favours the 
opinion of Ocellus Lucanus, of the world's eter- 
nity, and conſequently denies, or at leaſt heſitates 
about, the creation. The immateriality of the 
* foul ſeems to be flatly rejected by them all. Nor 
do they ſeem very firm concerning its immorta- 
lity. In ſhort, after they have been at ſo much 
pains to trim up natural religion, and make it 
look like ſufficient, they yet expreſs a heſitancy 
about its ſufficiency to eternal life, We may ſee 
what Lord Herbert'ſays in his writings. Blount, 
in a letter to Dr. Sydenham, prefixed to the 
Deiſts Reaſons, tells us plainly, that it is nor 
ſafe to truſt deiſm alone, without chriſtianity 
Joined to it. And the deiſts hope is ſummed up 
in this, in the fourth chapter of the ſummary of 
the Deiſts Reaſons, that there is more probability 
of his ſalvation, than of the credulous and ill- 
living papiſt: and that is juſt none at all. 


Nor does their practice give one jot of a better 
proof of the ſufficiency of that religion they pro- 
ſeſs: nay, on the contrary, it affords convincing 
evidence of its weakneſs, uſeleſſneſs, and utter in- 
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ſufficiency. Their lives evidence that they ate 
not in earneſt about any thing in religion. They 
are Latitudinarians in practice. Their words and 
their actions have no ſavor of a regard to a deity: 
but they go on in all manner of impieties 1n prac- 
tice; and, perhaps, in the end, put a period to a 
wretched life by their own hands, as Blount, Uriel, 
Acoſta, and others have done; and the ſurvivers 
Juſtify the deed, upon trifling and childiſh reaſons; 
as not knowing but they may one day be put to 
uſe the ſame ſhift. I am not in the leaſt deterred 
from aſſerting this by the commendations that 
the publiſher of the Oracles of Reaſon gives to 
Mr. Blount as a perſon remarkable for virtue. 


If a profane, jocular, and unbecoming treat- 
ment of the graveſt and moſt important truths 
which belong, even by his own acknowledgment, 
to natural religion; yea, and are the principal 
props of it; and if groſs and palpable difinge- 

- nuity be inſtances of that virtue he aſcribes to 
him, and evidences of thoſe juſt and adequate 
notions of the deity, in which he ſays Mr. Blount 
was bred up: I could give inſtances enough from 
the book itſelf of ſuch virtues ; but I love not to 
rake in the aſhes of the dead. Again, others of 
the deiſts have wearied themſelves in chaſe of a 
phantom to no purpoſe z and, having neither the 
grace nor ingenuity to return to the religion they 
abandoned, either land in downright atheiſm in 
principle 
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principle and practice, or they throw themſelves 
into the arms of the pretended infallible guide; 
and thereby give evidence how well founded the 
jeſuitical maxim is, Make à man once an atheiſt, be 
will ſoon turn papiſt. 

5. LeT us view MEN LIVING UNDER THE GOS- 
PEL, EMBRACING IT IN PROFESSION, BUT UNAC=- 
QUAINTED WITH THAT SPIRIT THAT GIVES LIFE 
AND POWER TO ITS DOCTRINES, PRECEPTS, PRO- 


*MISES, THREATS, AND ORDINANCES. They, be- 


ſides being poſſeſſed of all the advantages of the 
light of nature, have moreover the ſuperadded 
advantages of revelation, and its inſtitutions, 
They have miniſters and parents inſtructing them, 
and diſcipline to reſtrain them; they are trained 
up in the faith of future rewards, and inſtructed 
in the nature and excellency of them for their 
encouragement; they have puniſhments propoſed 
to deter them from ſin, which they profeſs to 
believe; yet, if we conſider the practice of the 
generality of ſuch perſons, it gives a ſufficient 
evidence, that all this is not enough. Who but 
a man blind or fooliſh can then dote ſo far as to 
pretend the light of nature alone ſufficient, when 
it is not ſo, even when helped by ſo many ac- 
ceſſory improvements, | 


6. Ir WE CONSIDER THE EXPERIENCE OF THOSE, 
WHO HAVE RECEIVED THE GOSPEL IN TRUTH, AND 


' FELT ITS POWER, WE FIND THAT THEY HAVE IN- 
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DEED REACHED THE ENDS OF RELIGION IN PART, 
and have a fair proſpect of future ſucceſs. Well, 
what is their ſenſe of the ſufficiency of nature's 
light? Why, if you obſerve them in their pub- 
lic devotions, you ſhall hear heavy out-crys of 
their own darkneſs, weakneſs, and wickedneſs ; 
you may hear ſerious prayers for divine light, and 
life to quicken, ſtrengthen, and incline them to 
follow duty, and ſupport them in it, againſt the 
power of temptations, which they own them- 
ſelves unable to withſtand, without the powerful 
aids of divine grace. If you follow them into 
their retirements, where the matter is managed 
betwixt*Gop and them alone, where they are 
under none of theſe temptations to maintain the 
credit of any received notions, and therefore muſt 
be preſumed to ſpeak out the practical ſenſe of 
the ſtate of their caſe without any diſguiſe; there 
you ſhall find nothing but deep confeſſions of 
guilt, darkneſs, and inability, with earneſt crys, 
prayers, and tears, for ſupplies of grace: and 
what they attain in matters of religion, you ſhall 
find them freely owning, that it was not they 
themſelves, but the grace of God in them which 
brought them to this. And the more any one is 
concerned about religion, knows and has attained 
in it, ſtill you will find him the more ſenſible of 
this ſtate of things. This is but a hint of what 
might have been ſaid, But we have rather choſen 
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to offer a general ſcheme of the argument from 
experience, which every one, from his own pri- 
vate reading and reflections, may illuſtrate with 
obſervations and particular inſtances, than to 
inſiſt upon it at large, which would have re- 
quired a volume.“ 


XI. De1sTs proved to be defective in inTEGRITY 
and real wispom, or the ſhocking assuRDITIES 
which clog and ruin the DEISTICAL SCHEME. 


We ſhall now proceed to ſhew that infidels are 
guilty, not only of the moſt deſtructive folly and 
madneſs with reſpect to theraſelves, but of cruelty 
to mankind, and of inveterate ſpite againſt Gop ; 
and conſequently that they ought to be rationally 
oppoſed by the united force of all good men 
upon earth. 


Let it be farther premiſed, that we will have 
nothing to do in this paper with any deiſt, unleſs 
he believes the exiſtence of a Goo, the immortality 
of the ſoul, the eternal difference between vice 
and virtue, and a future ſtate of happineſs or 
miſery. With regard to thoſe infidels, who deny 
the above articles of natural religion, as they live 
like beaſts, we diſdain to enter for one moment 
into any diſpute with them. 


1. A deiſt is obliged to confeſs, that God is a 
being infinitely good, that he has a-free ardent 


will 
The above views are taken from Mr. Halyburton, 4to. 1714. 
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will to make his creatures truly happy to the full 
extent of their capacities, 


That He is a being full of kind affections, 
ardent paſſions to do vs good, and tender forcible 
inclinations to pleaſe our ſouls. 


That, from an inward principle of good-will, 
he exerts his active power, in diffuſing happineſs 
far and wide through the vaſt extent of creation, 
in rich and plentiful proportions, to the different 
capacities of his creatures, which are the proper 
objects of goodneſs, and the proper ſubjects of 
happineſs. 


Deiſts are forced to allow, that his intentions 
and active powers terminate in doing good for 
its own fake, as his proper object and laſt end; 
in which deſign and operation Gob's heart reſts 
| for ever with high ſatisfaction and joy. 


That He has a ſtrong propenſity to do good 
with infinite delight, reſting in the action of do- 
ing good moſt freely, without any other motive 
or inducement, but merely to ſhew how im- 
menſely kind and good he is, and can be, to his 
creatures; and that his utmolt goodneſs can be 
. exerted eternally in our higheſt happineſs and 
fulneſs of enjoyment, 


Deiſts are obliged to confeſs, that Gop has 
ſuffered mankind, in every age and nation, for 
five thouſand ſeven hundred years, to remain 
E under 
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under much ignorance and darkneſs ; to labour 
under many wretched prejudices ; to be guilty of 
horrid vices, rebellious madneſs, and ſhocking 
murders ; and to plunge themſelves into terrible 
miſeries, without affording them any kind of aid 
or ſupernatural aſſiſtance ; that is, Got has never 
afforded them any fort of help, light, or .affiſtance, 
beyond the bare power of their own reaſon, the 
laws and power of the civil magiſtrate, and the 
advice and maxims of thoſe few philoſophers that 
have appeared in ſome parts of the world. Now, 
who can, reconcile theſe three ideas, the rich good- 
neſs of God, the horrid ſtate of mankind, and his 
refufing to give them any effectual aid in miſery ? 

2. Deiſts are forced to aſſert, that the book called 
the Bible, was every word of it invented and written 
by men that had no. help from G00. That not one 
idea or thought was infuſed by the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of Gop ; 'but that this book, the ſole 
invention of men, was offered to-mankind, and 
atteſted i1 ſuch a manner, ſo full of apparent 
ſtrong evidence ; and yet the book itſelf is utterly 
falſe. 

The tn are all falſe, there never was one 
true prophecy given from Gop and if there is 
no true prediction, ſo, on the other hand, there 
can be no true fulfilment ; but all the pretended 
prophecies were written after the events took 
place. | 
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All the miracles were either never done at all, 
dr were mere tricks of art, ſleights of hand, or 
vile juggle and combination between Moſes and 
the Egyptians, between Chriſt and the Jews. 
Although the doctrine, in many reſpects, ap- 
pears to be good, and the morality ſo pure, yet 
it never came from Gop, any more than the 
writings of Cicero, or Seneca, or Mahommed. 


And as to the moral character of the penmen, 


however appearing good, yet at bottom they 
were all vile rogues, deceivers, and liars. 


3. Deiſts are obliged to aſſert, that a great part 
of the ſenſible, learned, and virtuous world have 
been ſuffered by Gor to live and die under a total 
* deluſion, That the greateſt geniuſes of Britain 
have been deluded and deceived all their days: 
the great Bacons, Boyles, Lockes, Newtons, 
Miltons, of the paſt and preſent age, have been 
deluded fools, and filly enthuſiaſts; they have 
embraced the ſcriptures as a divine revelation 
from God, when there is no ſuch thing as a re- 
velation, it is all a lye; it is all mere cheat and 
falſehood; and yet Bacon, Locke, and Newton, 
never did, or never could, diſcover the cheat. 


What bold and abſurd men are theſe deiſts, to 
dare ſet up their underſtanding above Bacon, 
Locke, and Sir Iſaac Newton? when it is evident, 
that any one of theſe worthy and great men will 

2 weigh 
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weigh down all that deiſts have either ſaid or 
written, or can ſay to the end of the world. 


4. Deiſts are obliged, on their own ſcheme, to 
aſſert, that all the perſons employed in delivering 
the doctrines and laws of the Bible, have impoſed 
upon us by known deceit, and defigned wilful im- 
poſture, and all without any proſpect of riches or 
advantages to themſelves. 


They are obliged to maintain, that theſe men, 
the writers of the Bible, were guilty of the vileſt 
wickedneſs upon no motive, but to be undone in 
this world, and be damned for lying in the next, 
unleſs they were ſuch hardened atheiſts and fools 
as to diſbelieve a future ſtate, 


5. Deiſts are forced to aſſert and believe, that 
all theſe impoſtors and cheats, the writers of the 
Bible, all united in the ſame black and horrid 
defigns to invent monſtrous lies, and impoſe them 
upon the world in the name of Gop, and go on 
telling lies in the name of Gop ; and that none 
of them did ever recant and diſcover the fraud, 
no, not even Judas himſelf, who was ſtrongly 
obliged to it:“ that neither the love of life, nor 
the terrors of dreadful deaths, which were their 
uſual lot, had any influence upon them to make 
them confeſs the truth ; but ſtill theſe vile ſtub. 

| born 
* Read Mr. Bonar, on the Life and Character of Judas Iſcariot, as an 
evidence of the truth and inſpiration of the chriſtian religion. Pr. 6d, 
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born wretches perſiſted in their teſtimony con- 
cerning their doctrine and miſſion from God to 
the laſt breath, 


6. Deiſts are irreſiſtibly forced, upon this 

glaring abſurdity, to confeſs, that theſe authors 
and inventors of the Bible did, in the midſt of 
their wickedneſs, and with a guilty conſciouſneſ 
of their own lyes, /et themſelves to do the greateſt 
good in the world; that is, deliver the moſt ex- 
cellent doctrines and morals in the name of Gov, 
though they knew they were telling abominable 
lyes all the time. 
That theſe men publiſhed the moſt excellent 
ideas of Gop's nature and perfections, and the 
moſt refined and compleat body of morals and 
motives, ſuch as have the higheſt uſe and ten- 
dency to promote the honour of Gop's moral 
character, and the true happineſs of mankind. 


That here are a company of the vileſt lyars and 
rogues, the worſt of men in the world, doing 
the greateſt good in the world; and that with 
death and horrid damnation defore their eyes, 
acting with a certain proſpect of the greateſt pre- 
ſent evils and terrible ſufferings- for themſelves 
and all their followers, and without the leaſt hope 
of future honours, riches, or comforts, either in 
this world, or in a future ſtate, 


- 7. The deifts are forced to aſſert, with impu- 


dence and abſurdity, that theſe authors of the 
Bible, 
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Bible, theſe deceivers and cheats, were able, 
without any human advantages of learning and 
eloquence, to dazzle and perſuade; or of ſubilety 
and craft, to inveigle and intice; of worldly arms 
and power, to terrify ; or of riches, to bribe: yet 
that theſe men did. perſuade millions of mankind 
to believe their fables and lyes ; and, upon terms 
of ſevere ſelf-denial and painful ſufferings, em- 
brace the doctrines and ſtories which theſe vile 
fellows had invented of their own heads. 

8. Deiſts are obliged, with a ſbameleſs front, 
to aſſert, that all the profeſſed experience, which 
thouſands and millions of ſober, grave, learned, 
and wiſe men, have had of the truth and the 
divinity of the Bible, and of its power to con- 
vince, reform, and change mankind, and to com- 
fort them in their greateſt diſtreſſes and ſorrows, 
to direct them in the worſt difficulties, and guide 
them in the moſt doubtful caſes, was all a lie or a 
delyfion. | | | 

That all their experience is a fooliſh miſtake, 
or a vile pretence, becauſe no man in the world ' 
ever had any comfort or direction from Gop by 
means of the Bible. 

9. Deiſts are inevitably forced to aſſertꝰ, that 
there is a ſovereign, wiſe, and good Gop at the 
head of the world, the conſtant and omnipreſent 
governor of the univerſe, the accurate inſpector of 
all human actions and thoughts; and that bis 


great 
* See Mr. Bennett's Sermons on Inſpiration, 8 vo. 1730. p. 285. 
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great Gop has ſtood by, and looked on every moment, 
and has ſeen this borrid delufion prevail; has known, 
to the bottom, a vile lying impoſture to ſpread 
for 1700 years, yea, above 3000 years, amongſt 
the beſt and moſt pious of mankind; and yet 
Gop has never interpoſed for its defeat; but, 
inſtead thereof, has, by ſurpriſing operations and 
events, given open favour to the Bible, 


10. Deiſts, with aſtoniſhing rudeneſs and 
aſſurance, are irreſiſtibly obliged to maintain, 
that, although the Bible is a na of lies, and the 
product either of raſcally impoſture or mad entbu- 
fiaſm, yet the diſcovery of this falſchood remains 
the peculiar privilege and honour of the deiſts only, 
who are the alone men of ſagacity to find our, 
and of honeſty to expoſe, the vile ſcheme of lying 
and roguery. 

Deiſts, according to their own aſſertion, are 
the only men endowed with keen and ftrong un- 
derſtandings, and refined taſte, to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween truth and error, 


Theſe are the only men that have the proper 
ſhare of honeſty and honour to profeſs and own 
the truth, and to declare the lies of the Bible ! 


Deiſts are the only men of the moſt penetrating 
minds in the world, the moſt elevated and power- 
ful geniuſes that ever lived amongſt mankind; they 
are, if you believe them, the judicious and honeſt 

few, 
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few, who alone are the ſenſible, upright, coura- 
geous men to detect falſehood, unravel deluſion, 
diſcern error, and expoſe impoſition : the only 
friends. to mankind, and bravely bold to declare 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, and to own it in the midſt of crafty and 
knaviſh fellows, and wild mad enthuſiaſts, who 
publiſh theſe lies amongſt the deluded multitude, 
who are ſuch fools as to believe what knaves and 
madmen tell them concerning the goſpel. 


RECAPITULATION, 

Thus have we ſhewn, m oppoſition to the 
deiſtical ſcheme, that the light of nature in the 
works of Go, and the reaſon of man, are in- 
ſufficient to diſcover Gop clearly and fully to the 
ſoul, to direct us in the true worſhip of Gop, to 
make known a compleat ſyſtem of morality, and 
to diſcover effectual motives to virtue. Reaſon 
is likewiſe inſufficient to diſcern the pardon of 
ſin, the ſanctification of the ſoul, and powerful 
ſupports under the troubles of life, and the ap- 
proaches and terrors of death, We have alſo 
taken a ſixfold view of the experience of the 
whole world, as a ſtriking evidence of the in- 
ſufficiency of reaſon to lead man to eternal hap- 
pineſs in GOD: — Laſtly, we have expoſed the 
madneſs and folly of the deiſtical ſcheme to that 
contempt and ſcorn which it deſerves from all 

ſenſible 
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ſenſible and honeſt men in the world, by ſhewing 
the glaring abſurdities and ſhocking conſequences 
which attend that ſcheme, and muſt fink it to 
eternity. 

On this ground true chriſtians triumph over 
all their enemies; we bid defiance to our boldeſt 
adverſaries ; we fear them not, yea, we dare them 
to the fight; we will meet them at any time, and 
have no dread of the iſſue of the hotteſt conflict. 
O!] believers, rejoice! your cauſe is good, your 
victory 1s ſure : you are built'on the eternal and 
immutable rock of truth ; and the gates of hell, 
1. e. the artifices of all the infidels in the world, 
ſhall never prevail againſt you. The church has 
been ever aſſaulted, and always triumphant.— 
But, at preſent, T muſt cloſe. In the next Con- 
templation, we ſhall ſhew farther grounds of 
triumph; when we will endeavour clearly to ſtate 
the nature and diſplay the evidences of the 
inſpiration of the holy ſcriptures, 


Read the following BOOKS on the ſubject 
of the above DISSERTATION. 


1. HatyBuzTon's incomparable Treatiſe againſt the Deiſts, 4to. 
1714.—This book was never valued equal to its worth and uſefulneſs, 1 
defy all the deifts on earth to give a ſolid anſwer to it, 

2. Dr. LztanD's View of the Deiſtical Writers, 3 vols, $v0. This 


is a moſt entertaining and inſtructive work: I wiſh ſome able author would 
give us a like work on the Socinian Writers, with an Account of the 


principal anſwers to their errors by the ableſt champions of the church of 
Goo. 


3. Dr. Lztanxd's laſt great work on the Naczssixv of RIVIIA- 
T10N, 2 vols. 8%.— This book has had no anſwer, and I am perſuaded it 


never will meet with a folid coufutation. 
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INSPIRATION. 


It is poſſible for GOD to communicate 1Dzas 
to the human miny,—He can make himſelf 
known to be GOD alone that ſpeaks.— He 
excited the minds of the ſacred pRNURN to 
write He infuſed the THoucnTs and MAT- 
TER of the SCRIPTURE into their souts.— He 
preſerved their rational FAcuLTIES in SERENITY 
and regular oxDErR,—He ſecured them from 
all zRKRORS, and guarded them from making 
any MISREPRESENTATION Of racrs.— The RE- 
ALITY of their ids FIR ATI demonſtrated from 
the ſublime Gcoopxzss and TENDENCY of the 
DOCTRINES, LAWS, and PROMISES. 


NSPIRATION is the infuſion of the thoughts 
and words of the ſcripture into the minds of 
the prophets and apoſtles, by the Spirit of GOD, 
TheDIVINE AUTHORITY of the ſcriptures 
is their right and power to demand obedience in 
the name of GOD. 


S2 Divins 
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Divine inſpiration conſiſts in the wiſe and gra 
cious impreſſion and influence of the ſpirit of Gop 
on the rational ſoul or mind of man, whereby, or 
by which influence, the ſoul was enlarged in its 
apprehenſions or conceptions concerning the per- 
fections, intentions, and operations of God, in 
much higher degrees than it could have attained 
by reflection upon its on natural ideas, or by 
education and reaſoning, however exerted or im- 
proved in any way whatſoever. 


The divine authority of the ſacred ſcriptures, 
is that peculiar and diſtinguiſhing right they have 
to be treated and regarded by men as true and 
awfully divine. | 

The immediate ground or foundation of this 
divine authority is, that Gop- is their original 
author, ſource, and end : from him they came, 
concerning his nature and councils they treat, 
and to him they lead as their ultimate ſcope or 
end; in his glory they conſpire and terminate 
for ever. 

As God is the author or fountain of the holy 
ſcriptures, ſo his moſt ſublime and awful per- 
fections are the only baſis or foundation of their 
divine authority. | 

The ſincerity and veracity of Gop demands 


and deſerves to be credited in whatever it de- 
clares or foretells. 


The 
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The immutable faithfulneſs, and inflexible 
juſtice of Gop, exact our regards and aſſent in 
whatever he proclaims and publiſhes as his own 
ſentiments and thoughts; and require the moſt 
grateful reception of the good that he promiſes, 
and the moſt awful reverence of all the evil that 
he threatens, 


His boundleſs power and dominion. over his 
reaſonable creatures demand immediate obedience 
to all the laws he reveals; and his infinite good- 
neſs and mercy require from us the moſt grateful 
acknowledgment for all the bleſſings he beſtows. 


The obligation that ariſes from the divine au- 
thority of the ſcriptures is eternal, immutable, 
and ſupreme ; therefore it- gives way to nothing, 
and ever remains inviolable. 


- Such is the perfection and excellence of the 

ſacred ſcriptures in themſelves ; and, conſidered 
in their own intrinſic purity and goodneſs, that 
they ſtand on their own baſis abundantly ſelf- 
ſupported, nor can any recommendations of men, 
or angels equal their own. 


The Bible intrinſically deſerves, that all rational 
beings ſubmit to its authority, and be governed 
by it wherever It is publiſhed in the world. 


As every will ought to adore it, fo every un- 
derſtanding ought to fall down before its autho- 
rity, or its right to demand obedience in the 
name of God. To 


1 


To refuſe ſubjection to divine revelation, when 
clearly ſeen and known, is to be looked upon 
with horror, as the very eſſence of rebellion 
againſt Gov. 


It is the moſt malignant and daring treaſon 
againſt the majeſty of Goo. 


It is violating the great and fundamental law 
of heaven and earth : it is ſtriking at the founda- 
tion of all the authority that is in Gop; of all 
the rights that reſide in his eternal nature and 
perfections ; even the throne of Gop reſts on the 

eredit of the ſcripture, and all his awful prero- 
_ gative ® is ſupported by it, 

In ſhort, revelation, objectively conſidered, is 
not only amiable, but venerable, ſacred, and 
divine. It is not only the rule of man's temper 
and actions, but it is the ſole rule and plan of 
Gop's own actions, which would render it ſacred 
if it were not ſo of itſelf ; but, moreover, it is 
divine in the ſtricteſt ſenſe; all neceſſary truth 
being an eſſential eflux, or emanation, from the 
infinite and all-perfe& mind. 


Hence the Bible appears not only poſſeſſed of 
the higheſt worth, beauty, and excellence; but 
inveſted with a ſupreme and abſolute authority, 
not only attractive, but really awful; of which 
no other account can be given than the divine- 


neſs 


The PxrxroGaT1vVE of Gop confiſts in his dignity or royal character, 
including perſonal ſovereignty, abſolute perfection, perpetual dominion 
or eternity of empire over all, | 


* 
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neſs of the object. Every ray of truth and 
reaſon in divine revelation does really participate 
of the majeſty of that Gop to whom truth and 
reaſon all belongs, and whoſe attribute reaſon is. 


This is a view of ſcripture which ought never 
to be forgotten or diſregarded for one moment; 
that every ray of truth in the law participates of 
the unſpotted holineſs, juſtice, and majeſty of 
Gop : and every ray of truth m the goſpel 
participates of the glorious goodneſs, beauty, and 
love of that Gop, whoſe brighteſt reſemblance 
and mirror the goſpel 1s for ever. 


The reſult of the above thoughts muſt be, that 
the divine authority of the holy ſcriptures conſiſts - 
in their right and power to declare the truth of 
doctrines; to proclaim the moſt pure and ex- 
tenſive laws; to make exceeding great and pre- 
cious promiſes ; to denounce the moſt terrible 
threatenings; to give out predictions of future 
events; to exhibit the moſt beautiful examples, 
and diſcloſe the moſt aſtoniſhing glories in the 
name of the ſovereign and eternal Gop, and to 
command in a moment the moſt hearty aſſent to 
the truth, the deepeſt ſubjection of ſoul and 
conſcience to the will of Gop, as the redeemer, 
rewarder, and judge of immortal ſouls, 

Having thus declared what we mean by in- 
ſpiration and divine authority, and given you a 
ſhort view of the ground or foundation of thar 

9 authority, 
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authority, let us proceed, by regular and eafy 
ſteps, to conſider the nature of inſpiration more 
at large, till we attain a clear and comprehen- 


five conception of ſo important and ſublime an 

We ſhall then go on to conſider the evidences 
of inſpiration ; and thus, by the help of Goo, 
riſe up to abſolute and invincible demonſtration. 


I. A REVELATION from GOD is poſſible, or it 
is poſſible for GOD to have an intimate 1x- 
TERCOURSE with the human winD ; and he can 
communicate 1DEAs of TRUTH to the soul. 


A revelation involves no contradiction or diſ- 
agreement of ideas, in the nature of the thing. 
There is in the idea of inſpiration no contradic- 
tion to the nature of God, or the nature of man. 

There is no repugnancy of ideas, or difagree- 
ment with the attributes of Gop, and the nature 
and powers of reaſon in man. 

Gop is a ſpiritual being; he is a living intelli- 
gent being, inviſible to human eyes.—The ſoul 
is an equally inviſible being, in a ſtate of active 
exiſtence, endued with underſtanding, or a capa- 
city of receiving ideas, and diſcerning the nature 
and differences of things. 

Gop is a thinking being: man is a thinking 
being. Gop is inviſible life : man's ſoul is in- 
viſible life. Go is a perceptive exiſtence : man's 

ſoul 
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ſoul is a perceptive exiſtence. Almighty Gop has 
a capacity of forming ideas of all things: the 
ſoul has a capacity of receiving ideas of all 
things, 


God is the ſole author and fountain of all our 
rational powers: from him we derive the ex- 
iſtence of our ſouls, and all their capacities of 
receiving ideas and diſcerning truth and error. 


Without his ever-preſent agency, our ſouls 

are all weakneſs, darkneſs, and confuſion z we 
can make no progreſs at all in the attainment of 
knowledge and truth. 


Now, as Gop is an omnipreſent mind; as he 
1s all thought and conſciouſneſs ; as he has the 
neareſt acceſs to all the ſpirits he has made at 
all times, and in all places; as he has unlimited 
preſence, power, and knowledge himſelf ; and 
as he infuſed our converſible powers into us at 
firſt, and ſupports them every moment by his 
agency ; ſhall he not be able to converſe with 
the ſouls he has made; is the parent of all ſpirits 
intimately preſent with every mind or thoughtful 
being in his whole empire, and cannot he have 
the moſt intimate and intenſe acceſs to his own 
offspring? and ſo intimate as to aſſure the ſoul, 
that it is Gop himſelf that ſpeaks with ſuch clear- 
neſs, energy, and evidence, as ſhall make it ab- 
ſurd to deny, and impoſſible to doubt of the voice 
of Gop to the ſoul, 

+ 4 If 
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If men can make themſelves known to each 
other by their words, as the copy of their 
thoughts; if they can diſcover their ſecret ſenti- 
ments and feelings to each other, even ſuch ſecret 
thoughts which could never be known by the 
utmoſt acuteneſs and ſagacity; | 
- Surely Gop can make himſelf known to man, 
in his perfections and counſels, far beyond the 
light of our reaſon, For if we deny this, we 
| plainly ſuppoſe and aſſert this wretched abſurdity, 
That God's knowledge, preſence, and ability of 
mind is more bounded than man's capacity; and 
that. the -eyer-preſent and ever- active Gon wants 
a real excellence and perfection, of which his 
creature man is poſſeſſed. Can any man believe 
this that is endowed with common ſenſe and 
reaſon ? | . 

Will any perſon object the inviſible nature of 
Gov, as that which renders it impoſſible? 

Let fuch objeftors conſider the following 
thoughts: | 

Gov has made men capable of infuſing their 
ideas and intentions into other men, and re- 
cerving infuſtons of ideas, images, and paſſions 
from other men: although the agent or ſoul of 
every man is inviſible to the ſenſes of all man- 
kind, all ſouls are equally inviſible as Goo 
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As the ſouls of three hundred millions of men 
on earth are inviſible, and yet they can infuſe 
trains of good or bad thoughts, images, and 
ideas into each other every day, and every hour, 
for ſixty or ſeventy years together, 


Is it then abſurd, or contrary to reaſon, to 
ſuppoſe the ſupreme omnipreſent mind can infuſe 
good ideas, holy thoughts, and heavenly images 
or notions, and ſacred notices of himſelf and his 
glories and counſels, although this great mind, 
this omnipreſent ſoul be of an inviſible nature as 
the ſoul of man? 


Can the mind of man be incapable of receiving 
any ideas or notices from the almighty and om- 
nipreſent mind, only or merely becauſe that 
ſupreme mind is inviſible? Can any man be fo 
Filly and abſurd as to aſſert and believe this? 


What? Can our inviſible minds communicate 
ideas to each other for ſeventy years together ; 
and is the ſupreme mind ſhut out from this capa- 
city, and diveſted of this power ? 


What? Can not the inviſible, ever-attive, 
ever-preſent, rational mind of Gop, that fills all 
worlds at once, give diſcoveries of his thoughts 
to the rational and inviſible minds of men, which 
ke. himſelf has created, and every moment ſuſ- 
tains in exiſtence, powers, and conſciouſneſs ? 

Is'Gop the only being that is thus limited and 
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ſhut out from the converſe with ſpirits, and the 
inſtruction of immortal ſouls ? 

Has man a capacity of infuſing thoughts into 
ten thouſand ſouls at once: and is Gop excluded 
from the ſouls of the creatures he has made, and 
every moment ſuſtains ? 

II. GOD can ſpeak to the sou with ſuch Lor 
and Force as ſhall diſtinguiſh his voice from 
all cREATURES in the worLD, 


He can ſpeak with ſuch light and evidence, or 
can make ſuch clear appearances of truth to the 
ſoul as ſhall proclaim him to be Gop alone. 
Gov's light makes ſuch diſcoveries of himſelf to 
man, and of man's own foul to himſelf, which 
no creatures can ever make. 


Gop can make man know his excellent purity, 
beauty, and dreadful grandeur; and can dif- 
cover man's debaſed, deformed heart, as ſhall 
aſtoniſh and confound the ſoul itſelf at its own 
uglineſs. | 

That divine and celeſtial light, whereby the 
ſacred word evidences itſelf to the reaſonable 
minds of thoſe who have their eyes purged well 
from prejudices, to fee and make an honeſt en- 
quiry, is nothing elſe but the impreſs of the 
majeſty, truth, omniſcience, wiſdom, holineſs, 
juſtice, grace, mercy, and authority of Gop, 
ſtamped upon the * by the Holy wo 
| and 
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and beaming or ſhining into the minds of ſuch 
perſons upon their hearing or peruſal, and affect- 
ing them with a ſenſe of thoſe perfections both 
in what is ſpoken, and in the majeſtic and Gop- 
becoming way of ſpeaking : they ſpeak as never 
man ſpake. The matter ſpoken, and the manner 
of ſpeaking, has a greatneſs diſcernible by a ſpi- 
ritual underſtanding that ſatisfies it fully, that 
Gop is the ſpeaker, 

And all the impreſſions of Gop's wiſdom, 
faithfulneſs, omniſcience, and majeſty, that are 
ſtamped upon the matter contained in the ſcrip- 
tures, being conveyed only by the word, do join 
the impreſſions that are upon the word, and 
| ſtrengthen the evidence they give of their divine 
original, ſince theſe impreſſions do not otherwiſe 
appear to our minds, or affect them, than by 
the word. 


The ſacred ſcriptures, by a Gop-becoming 
manifeſtation of the truth that ſcorns all theſe 
little and mean arts of inſinuation, by fair and 
enticing words, and artificially dreſſed up argu- 
mentations, with other the like confeſſions of 
human weakneſs, that are in all human writings, 
commends itſelf to the conſcience, dives into the 
ſouls of men, into all the ſecret receſſes of their 
hearts; guides, teaches, directs, determines, and 
judges in them, and upon them, .in the name, 
majeſty, and authority of Gop; and when it 

enters 
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enters thus into the ſoul, it fills it with the light 
of che glory of the beamings of thoſe perfections 
upon it, whereby it is made to cry out, The 
voice of Gop, and not of man.“ 

The glorious and wonderful power, whereby 
the ſacred ſcripture evidences itſelf to be the 
word of Gop and not of man, is nothing elſe 
but that authority and awful efficacy which Gop 
puts forth in and by it over the minds and con- 
ſcientes of men, working divinely, and producing 
efie&s of his glorious and omnipreſent power in 
immortal fouls, 

It enters into the | conſcience, a territory or 

province exempt from the authority of _ 
and ſubject only to the dominion of 'Gop : 
challenges, convinces, threatens, awakens, nod 
ſets the confeience a roaring ; and the whole 
creation cannot quiet it again: it commands a 
calm, and the ſea that was troubled before is 
Smooth, and devils and men are not able to 
diſturb its repoſe. 
It enters into the mind, opens its eyes, fills it 
 with' glorious, clear, pure, purifying light, and 
Ats before it wonders before unknown and un- 
diſcerned in counſel and knowledge, concerning 
God, ourfelves, our fin, our duty, our danger, 
and out relief; the works, the ways, the coun- 
ſels, and purpoſes of God. 


* 
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It ſpeaks with efficacy to the will, converts it 

and powerfully diſengages it from what it was 
moſt connected with, what it embraced and was 
even glued to before; ſo that no art or force of 
eloquence, argument, fear, or hope, could make 
it quit its hold: it makes the will haſtily quit its 
embraces of impure objects, and turns its bent 
another way, the quite oppoſite road to the 
former, and with open arms embraces what 
nothing could make it look to before. This 
power of Gop's word takes away the averſion of 
the will, makes it willingly go, yea, run after 
what it bore the greateſt averſion to before, and 
obſtinately refuſe to cloſe with any ſinful and 
abominable object. 

It enters the affections, makes them rife from 
the earth and ſenſual enjoyments; gives them 
ſuch a divine touch, that though they may, 
through their fickle and volatile nature, be car- 
ried ſometimes by force another way; yet they 
never reſt, but point heaven-ward, and dart up- 
wards like heavenly fire. 


This glorious word of Gop comes into the 
foul, ſunk under the preſſure of unſpeakable and 
irretrievable diſtreſs, ſticking in the miry clay, 
refuſing comfort, and, in appearance, capable of 
none: the promiſe of Gop plucks the foul out 
of the clay, raiſes it out of the horrible pit, ſets 
its feet upon a rock, fills it with joy, yea, makes 

5 it 
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it exceeding joyful ; while, even, all outward 
preſſures and tribulations continue, yea, are in- 
creaſed. 


The word enters into the ſoul, lays hold on 
the reigning luſts to which all the powers and 
paſſions had formerly ſubmitted, and that with 
ardour; and condemns thoſe powerful and daring 
criminals, makes the ſoul throw off the yoke, 
and join in the execution of its ſentence againſt 
and on them. | 

Now, where the caſe is thus ſtated, how can 
the ſoul that feels this powerful word, that 
comes from the Lord moſt high, do otherwiſe 
than fall down and own, ©** That Gov is in it of 
a truth,” * 


Stile is the manner in which any perſon ex- 
preſſes the conceptions of his mind, and the 
paſſions of his heart, by means of language. 

Thus the ſtile of Gop is the manner in which 
he expreſſes his conceptions and affections in the 
language of the holy ſcriptures. 

Our writers on eloquence obſerve, that there 
are three kinds of ſtile amongſt mankind—the 
ſimple ſtile - the middle or equable and tempe- 
rate - and the ſublime, All theſe kinds of ſtile 
Gop has condeſcended to uſe in the ſcriptures, 
and in each of them he ſpeaks like a Gov. 

When 


Read Halyburton's nervous and admirable Eday on the Reaſon of Faith. 
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When he is pleaſed to uſe the ſimple and plain 
ſtile, he ſpeaks with the utmoſt juſtneſs and pro- 
priety and in the moſt lively and engaging 
manner, ſo as to allure the imagination and fix 
the affections, with the moſt lovely elegance, or 
ſuch a proper choice of words and expreſſions 
which always ſuit the ideas that Gop deſigned to 
convey, His ſtile hath the utmoſt purity both 
in the words and expreſſions and perſpicuity, 
which ſerves very much to keep up the attention, 
where other ornaments are wanting. A ſeeming 
negligence is ſometimes a beauty in this ſtile, ag 
it appears more natural. 

When Gop chuſes to expreſs himſelf in the 
middle or temperate ſtile, you ſee his conceptions 
and affections expreſied with the utmoſt gravity 
and dignity you ſee the fineſt thoughts in the 
trueſt beauty and elegance you obſerve in all 
his ideas and expreſſions a delicacy peculiar to a 
Gop, 


As in the objects of our ſenſes, thoſe things 
are ſaid to be delicate which affect us gradually 
in a ſoft and agreeable manner; ſo a delicate 
thought revealed from God, is that, which is not 
wholly diſcovered at once, but, by degrees, open- 
ing and unfolding itſelf to the mind, diſcloſes 
more than was at firſt perceived; juſt as the 
minute works of creation, when they are viewed 

® See Dr, Ward's Lectures on Oratory, vol. II. p. 2278. 12 
U 


IS 


with a careleſs eye, they are regarded with a 
ſtupid indifference ; but, when examined nicely 
with a good microſcope, we explore new wonders 
on every freſh ſurvey. 


The fine thoughts of Gop have the attractive 
property of noveLTy, Mankind is naturally 
pleaſed with new things; and when, at the ſame 
time, they are ſet in an agreeable light, this very 
much heightens the pleaſure. | 

In all the parts of the ſcripture we have new 
wonders of Gop's perfections, intentions, and 
operations—new events of providence riſing into 
view—new Characters of great and wiſe and good 
men attracting our attention, and commanding 
our wonder, eſteem, and imitation—new proſ- 
petts of future worlds of happineſs or miſery riſe 
before us. 

If we conſider the svBLIME sTIILE of the Bible, 
we have ten thouſand glories which burſt in upon 
our attentive and raviſhed ſouls with a brighter 
radiance than the ſtarry heavens in the cleareſt 
night. 

In the ſacred writers of the ol and new Tzs- 
TAMENT, we have innumerable paſſages which 
riſe to the utmoſt degree of ſublimity, 


In the divine authors, the words are ennobled 
by the vigour and brightneſs of the ſenſe, con- 
trary to the manner of many other authors, where 
the diftion and ornaments of ſpeech chiefly con- 
tribute 
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tribute to the ſublimity; whilſt the thoughts 
themſelves are poor, low, common, and grove- 
ling, if taken naked, and I of the fine 
language. 

The $svBLIME is a juſt, RR and wonderful 
thought; a ſtriking image or conception of a 
great ſoul. 

It ſtrikes with the force of thunder, with a 
conquering voice; and with the terrible glory of 
lightening, with a rapid and irreſiſtible fire.“ 

It appears beautiful either in the plain or 
figurative ſtile: it admits all the ornaments of 
language, yet needs none of them; but com- 
mands and triumphs in its own native ſtrength 
and majeſty. | 

The true ſublime will bear tranſlation into all 
languages, and will be great and ſurprizing in all 
languages, and to all perſons of underſtanding 
and judgment, notwithſtanding the difference of 
their country, education, intereſt,” and party. 
It carries all before it by its own ſtrength, and 
does not ſo much. raiſe perſuaſion in the hearer 
or reader, as throw him into a delightful rapture 
or pleaſing ſurprize, and tranſport him out of 
himſelf, | 

We admire it at firſt, without conſidering; and, 
upon mature conſideration, we are convinced that 
we can never admire it too much. 

„ BracxwaLt's Sacred Claſſics, vol, I. 
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It defies oppoſition, envy, and time; it tri- 
umphs over all reſiſtance, and is inbnited ad- 
vanced above cavil and criticiſm. 0 
Ihe ſublime, ſays Longinus, is an image re- 
flected from the greatneſs of the ſoul. 

The ſublime, in the ſcripture, is an image re- 
flected from the greatneſs of Gop's ſoul in his 
conceptions, volitions, and affections. 

Tis che copy of Gop's heart in his doctrines, 
laws, threatenings, and protpiſes. 

An inward grandeur, vigour, and fire in God, 
is the common centre, from whence every ray of 
the ſublime, either in thought, action, or ex- 

preſſion, is darted out. 

Loncinus gives us two marks or characters, 
whereby we may know the true fublime ; and 
both of them appear in all their A pans glory 
in the writings of Gov, 


I. CHARACTER. 11 
That is juſt, great, and wonderfully ſublime, 
| which, the more we conſider it, the greater ideas 
we conceive of it, and the more lively ſenſations 
we receive from it, whoſe force we cannot with- 
ſtand, which finks deep, and makes ee im- 
ꝑteſſions on the mind. | 
| II. CAR Aer R. 
That is truly ſublime in compoſition, which, 
whenever you hear or read it, always gives the 
2 


{ 159 ] 


ſame pleaſure to a reader or hearer of rauf 
TASTE, as if he himſelf had been the author of 
it, It cauſes even -envy and cavilling to die 
away in the confluence of ſweetneſs and rapture 


we feel. 


Botteav deſcribes the true ſublime thus : © It 
is a certain fire and force in diſcourſe, proper ta 
elevate, tranſport, and to command the ſoul ; 
and which proceeds, (1) from greatneſs and 
elevation of thought, and inward dignity and 
nobleneſs of feelings; or, (2) from magnificence 
of words, expreſſive images, and ſtriking figures; 
or, (3) from an harmonious, man. and animated 
force of expreſſion. 

That is to fay, FR Sh one of age 
ticulars regarded ſeparately, or what perfectly 
makes the ſublime from theſe three glorious par- 
ticulars taken together,” * 

Let us now proceed, on the principles and 
rules of theſe great maſters in eloquence, to give 
ſome ſpecimens of the true ſublime in'the writings 
of the Bible; and let us ſee if there are not 
ftrong and convincing marks and evidences of 
the conceptions and genius of a Gop running 
through the various parts of this ſacred and im- 
mortal volume. 

Let all that have eyes, or ears, or ſenſe, or 
taſte, ſce if theſe are the words of a man, or 

tho 
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the inventions of impoſtors, or enthuſiaſts, and 
ar I. SPECIMEN. 
From the Pentateuch, or five books of Moſes, 
Gop ſaid, what ? Let there be light, and there 
was light,—Moft high Gov, poſſeſſor of heaven 
and earth. Joſeph is a fruitful bough.— I am 
that 1 am.— This is the finger of G0. — Thus 
faith the Lon p Gov, in very deed for this cauſe 
hive I raifed thee up.—I will get me honour 
upon Pharaoh. Who is a Gov like unto thee, 
8 in holineſs; fearful in praiſes: doing won- 
ders. Thy right hand, O Lord, is become glo- 
rious in power: thy right hand, O Lord, hath 
daſhed in pieces the enemy, and mount Sinai was 
' altogether on a ſmoke, becauſe the Lord deſcended 


upon it in fire, and the ſmoke thereof afcended as : 


the ſmoke of a furnace, and the mount quaked 
greatly: and when the voice of the trumpet 
ſounded long, and waxed louder and louder, Mo- 
ſes ſpake, and Gop anſwered him by a voice, 
Mote, This xixth chapter of Exodus contains 
actions and words the moſt dreadfully. ſublime 
that ever entered into. the conceptions of man; 
tis ſuperior to all criticiſm, and defies all cenſure. 
—See a beautiful and devout illuſtration of this, 
and the xxth chapter, by Dr. Watts, in his Lyric 
Poems; which muſt aſtoniſh and pleaſe all per- 
ſons who have eyes, or ears, or common ſenſe. 
Gop. 
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God ſpake all theſe words, ſaying, I am the 
Loa thy Goo; which have brought thee out of 

the land of Egypt, out of the houſe of bondage. 
* THou SHALT HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE 
ME, 55 


And all the people ſaw the thunderings and the 
lightenings, and the noiſe of the trumpet, and 
the mountain ſmoking; and when the people ſaw 
it, they removed and ſtood afar off; and they 
ſaid unto Moſes, Speak thou with us, and we 
will hear; but let not Gop ſpeak with us, LES 
WE DIE.” And Moſes ſaid, Gop is come to prove 
you, and that his fear may be before your faces, 
that ye ſin not: and the people ſtood afar off, 
and Moſes drew near to the thick darkneſs where 
Gop was. 


They ſaw the Gop of Ifrael—under his feet a 
paved work of ſapphire ſtone, Numbers xvi. 


O] Gop, the Gop of the ſpirits of all fleſh— 
if theſe men die the common death of all men 
then the Lord hath not ſent me. Gop is nor a 
man that he ſhould lie : neither the ſon of man, 
that he ſhould repent : hath he ſaid, and ſhall he 
not do it? or hath he Rs and ſhall he not 


make it good ? 


How ſhall I curſe whom Go hath not curled ? 
or how ſhall I defy whom the Lord hath not 
defied ? 


2 The | 
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The words of Balaam are ſo ſublime, ſo ele- 
gant, and admirably finiſhed, that we muſt hear- 
tily agree to the obſervation of Dr. Lowth, in 
his incomparable Prælectiones. Prælect. xx. p. 
273. 8vo. 1763, -Addam unum ex illis Balaami 
vaticiniis, que modo metnoravi, et quorum ſæ- 
pius mentionem facio: nihil enim habet poeſis 
hebræa, in ullo genere limatius, aut exquiſitius. 
Hoc autem, de quo loquor, abundat lætiſſimis 
ac ſplendidiſſimis imaginibus a natura petitis ; 
ipſo etiam colore ac flore quodam dictionis, et 
figurarum varietate, præcipue elucet. Hoc fi 
nunc, aut fi quæ aliquando alia, experiar, an 
Latino carmine adumbrari poſſint, veſtræ erit 
humanitatis, Academici, conatus noſtros in me- 
liorem partem accipere. 


Tuis, Jacobe, quantus eſt caſtris decor 
Tuiſque ſignis, Iſrael! ; 

Ut rigua vallis fertilem pandens ſinum; 
Horti ut ſcatentes rivulis; 

Sacris Edenæ coſti ut in ſylvis virent, 
Cedrique propter flumina. 

Illi uda multo rore ſtillant germina, 
Feetuſque alunt juges aquæ. 

Sancti uſque fines promovebit imperi 
Rex uſque victor hoſtium. 

Illum ſubacto duxit ab Nilo Deus, 

,  Novis ſuperbum viribus, 
Qualis remotis liber in jugis oryx 
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Fert celſa cœlo cornua. 

Vorabit hoſtes; oſſa franget; irritas 
Lacerabit haſtas dentibus. 

Ut leo, recumbit ; ut lena, decubat; 
Quis audeat laceſſere ? 

Que quiſque tibi precabitur, ferat bona! 
Mala que precabitur, luat * 

You are this day as the ſtars of heaven! He 
has took you out of the furnace.— Thy Gov is 
a conſyming fire. —If the Lord's wrath be 
kindled, and ye quickly periſh,—Curſed, curſed, 
curſed, curſed, no leſs than eighteen times. 
Curſing and vexation.— The Lord ſhall make 
thy plagues wonderful,—Give ear, O! heavens, 
hear, O] earth, - aſcribe ye greatneſs to our 
Gop.—-A fire is kindled in mine anger, and ſhall 
burn to the loweſt hell; and ſet on fire the foun- 
dations of the mountains. I will ſpend mine 
arrows upon them.—I kill. I make alive. I 
lift up my hand to heaven, and ſay, I live for 
ever, If I whet my glittering ſword, and mine 
hand take hold of judgment: I will reader to 
mine enemies: and will reward them that hate 
me.—I will make my arrows drunk with blood, 
and my ſword ſhall devour fleſh. —Happy art 
thou, O! Lrael;. who is like unto thee, O! 

people, 


„A tranſlation of Dr, Lowth's beautiful latin verſes ſhall be given at the 
end of the Contemplations on the Inſpiration of Scripture. 
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people, ſaved by the Lord, the ſhield of thy 
help: and who is the ſword of thy. excellency ! 
and thine enemies ſhall be found hars unto thee ; 
and thou ſhalt tread upon their high places. 

That man muſt be dead to all true and ſublime 
taſte,” who cannot ſee and reliſh, and delight in 
the above ſpecimen of the grandeur and majeſty 
of the ſtile of the holy ſcriptures ! | 

II. SPECIMEN. 
From Jofhua to the end of Job. 

Ye know in all your hearts and in all your 
ſouls, that not one good thing hath failed of all 
the good things which the Lon b your Gop ſpake 
concerning you: all are come to paſs unto you; 
and not one thing hath failed thereof.—As for 
me and my houſe we will ſerve the Lord. | 

Hear, O! ye kings; give ear, O] ye princes : 
I will fing unto the Lord: I will ſing praiſe to 
the Loxp Gop of Iſrael, Lord, when thou 
wenteſt out of Seir, when thou 'marchedſt out of 
the field of Edom, the earth trembled, the hea- 
vens dropped, the clouds alſo dropped water: 
the mountains melted from before the Lord; 
even that Sinai, from before the LoxD Gop of 
Iſrael —They fought from heaven ; the ſtars, in 
their courſes, fought againſt Siſera; the river 
Kiſhon ſwept them away; that ancient river, the 
river Kiſhon: Ol my foul, thou haſt trodden 
down ſtrength. | | 

4.6 So 
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So let all thine enemies periſh, O Lord! but 
let them that love him be as the fun when he 
goeth forth in his might. | 


But will Gov, in very deed, a Cd 
on the earth ! Behold, heaven, and the heaven 
of heavens, cannot contain thee; how much leſs 
this houſe which I have built ! peat 


Thou, even thou, art Lord alone; thou baſt 
made heaven ; the heaven of heavens, with all 
their hoſt; the earth, and all things | that are 
therein; the ſeas, and all that is therein: and 
thou preſerveſt them all: and the haſt of heaven 
worſhipperh thee. 


Bleſſed be thy glorious name, which is exalted. 
above all bleſſing and praiſe, 


Fear came upon me, and trembling, which, 
made all my bones to ſhake. — Then a Sp1R1T 
paſſed before my face; the hair of my fleſh ſtood! 
up; it ſtood ſtill, but I could not diſcern the form 
thereof: an image was before mine eyes: there 
was filence.-And I heard a voice, ſaying, Shall 
mortal man be more juſt than Gov ? Shall a man 
be more pure than his maker ?—or, as the 
original hebrew ought to be tranſlated, © Shall 
mortal man be juſtified by God, or be juſt before 
Gop : ſhall a man be pure with or, before his 
maker?“ —Behold, he putteth no truſt in his 
ſervants, and his angels he charged with folly : 

X 2 how 
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how much leſs on them that dwell in houſes 
of clay, whoſe foundation is in the duſt, which 
are cruſhed before the moth; or like the moth 
Gop doth great things and unſearchable ; mar- 
vellous thiogs without number —Canſt thou, 
by ſearching, find out Gop ?. Canſt thou find. 
out the Almighty to perfection? It is as high 
as heaven, what canſt thou do ? deeper than hell, 
what canſt thou know ? the meaſure thereof is 
longer than the earth, and broader than the ſea. 
— Who hath hardened himſelf againſt Gon and, 
proſpered ?—He overturneth the mountains in 
his anger; he makes the pillars of the earth 
- tremble ; he commandeth the ſun, and it riſeth 
not; and ſealeth up the ſtarv. Et alone ſpread- 
eth out the heavens, and tfradeth upon the waves 
of the ſen ; he doth great things paſt finding 
out, and wonders without number. Who can 
| hinder him ? who will 4#: ro AR what doſt 
thou ? | 


Man is of a few days, and falt of trouble : he 
cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down; he 
fleeth alſo like a ſhadow, and continueth not. 


Man lieth down, and riſeth not till the heavens 
be no more. O] earth, cover not thou my 
blood.— The thunder of his power, who can 
underſtand? Terrors ſhall take hold on him ; z 
(viz.) the Nnnet, like waters.—-With Go is 
| terrible majeſty.—- G0 thundereth marvelloully 


with 
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with his voice.-Doſt' thou - know the wondrous 
works of him that is perfect in knowledge? 
Stand ſtill, O! Fob, - and mn 
works of Go! 

Where waſt thou when I laid the nen 
of the earth when the morning ſtars ſang to- 
gether, and all the ſons of Gop ſhouted for joy? 
or who ſhur up the fea with doors ?—and ſaid, 
Hitherto thou ſhalt come, and no farther: and 
here ſhall thy proud waves be ſtayed, Have the 
gates of death been opened to thee, or haſt chou 
ſeen the doors of the ſhadow of deatn ? 

Canſt thou ſend lightnings, that they may go, 
and ſay unto thee, here we ate: who can number 


the clouds in wiſdom, or who can Ray tie borcles 
of heaven ? 


Haſt thou cloathed the horſes neck with 
thunder ?=Doth the eagle mount up at thy 
command ? 


Haſt thou an arm "like God, or canſt thou 
thunder with a voice like him ? 


III. SPECIMEN. 


From the book of Pſalms. 

I will love ther, O Lord, my firength in 
my diſtreſs 1 called upon the Lord, and cried 
unto my Gop : he heard my voice out of his 
temple, and my cry came before him, even into 
his ears. Then the earth ſhook and trembled : 
$12 the 
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the foundations alſo of the hills moved and were 
Haken, becauſe he was wroth. There went up 
x ſmoke out of his noſtrils; and fire out of his 
mouth devoured; coals were kindled by it. He 
bowed the heavens alſo, and came down, and 
darkneſs was under his feet: and he rode upon a 
cherub, and did fly; yea, he fle on the wings 
of the wind. The Lord alſo thundered in the 
heavens: and the Higheſt gave his voice hail- 
| Nones, and-coals of fire. He ſent out his arrows! 
he ſhot out lightenings then the channels 
of the waters were ſeen the foundations of the 
world were diſcovered, at thy rebuke, O! Lord, 
at the blaſt of the breath of thy noſtrils : he ſent 
from aboye, he took me, he drew, me i of 
many waters! 

. Lift up your heads, O] ye gates; had Ws 
life up. ye everlaſting doors, and the king, of 
glory ſnall come in. Who is the king of glory ? ? 
the, Lord ſtrong and mighty ; the Lord mighty 
in battle—the Lord of hoſts, he is the king of 
_ glory! 

The heavens+declare the glory of Gop, and 
the vaſt expanſe ſheweth his handy work — The 
{un, as a bridegroom. in his beauty, comes out 
of his chamber; ae as a ne 
to run a race. | 


The $vBLIME' and PATHETIC: "leeds 
I am poured out like water, all my de 
| out 
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out of joint my heart is like wax, it is melted 
in the midſt of my bowels—my ſtrength is dried 
up my tongue cleaveth to my jaws, I am 
brought down to the duſt of death, dogs com- 
paſſed me they pierced my hands and my feet 
I may tell all my bones, they look and ſtare 


upon me they parted my e en 
my veſture they caſt lots. N 


IV. SPECIMEN. 
From the Pſalms. 


Give to the Lord, O! ye mighty ; give unto 
Jehovah glory and ſtrength=the voice of the 
Lord is upon the waters the Gop of glory 
thundereth=the voice of the Lord is powerful 
- the voice of the Lord breaketh the cedar 
the voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire ; 
i. e. the thunder and lightenings directed by the 
eye and hand of Gop—the voice of the Lord 
ſhaketh the wilderneſs of Kadeſh—the voice of 
the Lord diſcovereth the foreſt—the Lord ſitteth 
king for ever. 


Note, That this pſalm ends all this dread- 
ful thunder and terror, with the perfect ſafety 
and ftrong conſolation to all true believers : 
* The Lord will give ſtrength to his people ; the 
Lord will bleſs his people with peace.“ How 
ſoothing, and how ſweet a comfort is this to all 


that love and fear Gop ! | 


Thy 
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Thy throne, O]! Goo, is for ever and ever. 
gird thy ſword upon thy thigh, O ! moſt mighty 
ride proſperouſſy thy right hand ſhall teach 
the terrible things thine arrows ate ſharp in 
the hearts of - thine enemies. N. B. This con- 
queror always reaches the very heart; the people 
fall before his face; they cannot flee away as 
they often do before other conquerors ! 
V. SPECIMEN. 
From the Pſalms. 
The mighty Gov, even the Lord hath ſpoken 
out of Sion, the perfection of beauty, Goo 
hath ſhined--our Gov ſhall come, and ſhall not 
keep ſilence : a fire ſhall devour before him, and 
it ſnall be very tempeſtuous round about him. 
The great Fenelon, of Cambray, ſays, © Never 
did any greek or latin ode reach the loftineſs of 
this pſalm : it ſurpaſſes the utmoſt ſtretch of hu- 
man invention.“ | 
Dialogues on Eloquence, p. 151. Edition of 
© » Stevenſon, 8 vo. 1722. 
God is our refuge and ſtrength ; a very preſent 
help in trouble—we will not fear, though the 
earth be removed; though the mountains be 
carried into the depths of the ſea—there is 8 
river, the ſtreams whereof make glad the city of 
Gop—Gop ſhall help her, (i. e. the church) 
and that right early. | 
* This 
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This was the glorious pſalm of Dr. Martin 
Luther, who uſed to ſay, on any freſh appear- 
ance of danger from his enemies, Come, Jet 


us ſing the 46th, plalm, and then let n do 


their worlt. 3 


The aun We of repentince's was never 
better expreſſed than in the ;1it pſalm:3* Againſt: . 
thee, thee only have I ſinned I was ſhaper in 
iniquity — deliver me from blood  guiltineſs — 
create in me a clean heart—waſh me thoroughly 
from my ſin—take not thy holy ſpirit from me 
— reſtore to me the joys of thy ſalvation; and 
uphold me with thy free or princely spixrr! | 


The ſublime contempt which Gop flings on all 
wicked men, is admirably expreſſed in the 62d 
pſalm: The ſons of Adam, or the mean man, 
are vanity—the ſons of the nobleman, (i. e. Iſh, 
the great man) are a lie- to be laid in the 
balance, they are altogether lighter than vanity; 
or, as the hebrew originally expreſſes it, they go 
up ſooner than vanity : that is, put vanity into 
one ſcale, and throw in men of low and high 
degree into the other ſcale, they will be alto- 
gether lighter than vanity itſelf.— Was ever ſuch 
a picture of the worthleſs and inſignificant cha- 
racter of bad men! What an infinite diſdain 
does Gop expreſs, in theſe words, for all worldly 
grandeur-F What an ineffable contempt is 
poured on all the glory of all wicked men in 

5 Y their 
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their moſt flouriſhing ſtate of honour and mag- 
nificence ! | | . 

We ſhall give ſpecimens of the ſublime ſtile 
of the ſcriptures from the other pſalms, from 
Iſaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and the leſſer 
prophets z and from the New Teſtament, eſpeci- 
ally the book of Revelations, in another part of 
this work : at preſent we muſt, with great regret 
and reluctance, omic them, leſt this head ſhould 
be diſproportionable to the following particulars, 
to which let us now addreſs ourſelves. | 


III. GOD ſtirred up or excited the PENMEN to 
write and publiſh the xEveLaTiIONs or pisco- 
' VERIES Which he made to their souls. 


If we accurately trace out the principal motives 
which excite to writing and to action, we ſhall 
find that they are ſuch as are addreſſed to fear, 
hope, gratitude, ambition, glory, ſhame, and 
pleaſure. All theſe ſprings of action Gop worked 
upon when he excited the ſacred penmen to write 
the diſcoveries of his perfections and operations 
in the holy ſcriptures. | 

1. Fear is a ſerious and awful ſenſe of the ſo- 
vereign perfections of Gop, which inſpires us 
with a dread of offending his majeſty, and an 
ardent care of pleaſing him in all things. 

If ever any men in the world poſſeſſed the 
holy fear of God in a tranſcendent degree, the 
| prophets 
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prophets and apoſtles were the men: they write 
with-moſt ſacred reverence of the ſupreme Being: 
they durſt not for a moment diſpleaſe him by re- 
fuſing to write down his will: even a Balaam, 
(the only bad man that ever proclaimed any pro- 
phecies of the Old Teſtament) declares that if 
Balak would give him his houſe full of ſilver and 
gold, he could not conceal or diminiſh, or add to 
the words which Gop commanded him ta ſpeak. 


If we enter into the ſpirit and temper of Moſes, 
and the prophets and apoſtles, we may juſtly 
conclude, concerning each of them, that they 
had ſuch feelings and. thoughts as thoſe which 
follow. Let us begin with Moſes, in the wilder- 
neſs : let us behold him taking up his pen to be- 
gin his firſt book, called Geneſis : let us fit by 
him, or look over him, while he writes. 


Did ever any man before, ſince the creation of 
the world, feel ſo much of the tremendous nature 
and majeſty of God in his mind? Did he not 
feel the whole weight of Deity upon his foul? 
Did not he ſee Gop in his incomprehenſible 
glory? and fo terrible was the ſight, that Moſes 
ſaid, I do exceedingly fear and quake, * 
Where ſhall we find ſuch a great and venerable 
man : ſuch a holy and heavenly writer in all the 
authors of the pagan world ? 

2. Hoe, 
© We muſt beg our readers to apply this thought to the other penmen. 
T 8 
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2. Hoye.—This was another ſpring of action 
on which Gop worked, or operated, when he ex- 
cited the ſacred writers to record the diſcoveries 
of his heart. If we begin with Moſes, we may 
eaſily conceive, that hope operated mightily in 
his boſom, when he was penning this book 
in the wilderneſs. He was at the head' of 
two millions of people, for whoſe future hap- 
pineſs he was infinitely concerned; he ſaw a 
numerous race of children riſing into exiſtence, 
life, action, and immortality ; he knew the weak- 
neſs of human reaſon, and the unſpeakable need 
of a revelation to lead them into the paths of 
wiſdom, duty, and happineſs : and, under the 
powerful, impreſſions of Gop's ſpirit, he wrote 
diſcoveries, ſtatutes, facts, predictions, promiſes, 
and threatenings, with the moſt exalted and 
vigorous hope of being the glorious inſtrument 
of promoting their preſent order, peace, and 
happineſs, as well as of their future eternal fal- 
vation. Methinks, if we trace the emotions 
of his devout and generous heart, we ſhall 
find him ſtrongly feeling ſuch ſentiments as 
theſe : © I am now penning down theſe thoughts, 
which 1 received from my Go, for the uſe of 
this vaſt body of people: by this means I ſhall 
inſtru, convince, perſuade, and comfort mil- 
lions yet unborn : I ſee, that, after I am dead, 


this people { ſhall multiply a as the ſtars of heaven, 
4 — N. and 
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and as the ſands on the ſea ſhore: I ſee, that, 
through a period of fifteen hundred years, pro- 
digious multitudes ſhall ariſe into exiſtence, and 
receive unſpeakable advantage from my writings.” 


3. GraTiITupE was another ſpring which 
operated powerfully in the boſoms of the ſacred 
writers, while compoſing their immortal books 
for the ſervice of the church in all ages. Grati- 
tude js a lively ſenſe of favours beſtowed, with 
an ardent deſire, or a paſſionate inclination, to 
make all poſſible returns of affection and ſervice. 


What a ftrong ſenſe muſt Moſes feel of the 
diſtinguiſhing goodneſs of Gop to himſelf ? and 
how mightily muſt this ſtir him up to the higheſt 
affection, and to the utmoſt readineſs to ſerve the 
intereſt and glory of Gop in the world? How 
muſt he wiſh, for forty years together, to ſpread 
abroad the knowledge, the glories, the juſtice, 
the grace, and the dominion of Gop amongſt 
the millions of the Jewiſh tribes ? and how does 
this gratitude breathe in his precious writings ? 
particularly in the laſt book he wrote; where 
every page is a ſhining evidence of ardent devo- 
tion and gratitude to his Gop. 


What pathetic ſtrains of gratitude live, and 
burn, and ſhine, in a thouſand paſſages in the 
book of Pſalms: what an overwhelming ſenſe of 
the divine goodneſs! what. intenſe and vigorous 
affection; even to ſuch a tranſcendent eminence 
as 
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as to appear above the powers and thoughts of 
mortal men; and almoſt to rival the affections 
and devotion of the angels of Gop ! 

A perſon can hardly open the book of Pſatms, 
but he muſt ſee an ardour of ſoul, which, con- 
fidering it iſſues from the breaſts of imperfect 
creatures, impriſoned in duſt and aſhes, may welt 
nigh put angels to the bluſh, and ſtir them up 
to higher devotion, and more ardent and intenſe 
fire and praiſe. 

What gratitude to Gop muſt Isaran feel? that 
greateſt of men, that ſublime orator of Goo ! If 
ever there was a man highly diſtinguiſhed above 
his fellow mortals, for four thouſand years, this 
was the man; this was the peculiar favourite of 
Heaven, 

And if we look into the boſom of the divine 
apoſtle Paul, what flames of gratitude burned 
in his ſoul for above thirty years together; and 
how did it animate him to the moſt mighty ef- 
forts, by preaching, ſuffering, and by his writings, 
to diffuſe the knowledge of the perfections and 
glories of his redeeming Gov. | 

If we were to ſearch the breaſt of Peter, the 
vile back-flider, when once pardoned and re- 
ftored, and filled with love and gratitude to his 
divine maſter, what wonders of grace and zeal 
ſhould we here explore! And can we imagine 
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that John, the beloved diſciple, who had the 
honour to lean on his redeemer's breaſt; can we 
imagine that he would be behind his brothers 
Peter and Paul in gratitude to his Gov! Ina 
word, the more we examine their tempers and de- 
votion, the more we ſhall admire. 


4. Honeſt and ſacred amziTiov animated the 
nps of the yzxMEr of the BinLE. | 
Ambition is a mixt paſſion, made up of boun- 
dleſs admiration of an infinite good, and eternal 
defire to poſſeſs that good as our own for ever. 
Ambition is then only guilty, or criminal, in 
the eye of Gor, when it proceeds from a bad 
ſpring, and terminates in a wrong object: ſuch 
was the ambition of the devils, and of all the 
mighty wicked tyrants on the face of the whole 
_ earth, in the ſeveral ages and parts of the world. 


But the ſacred writers were well purged from 
all this deteſtable and contemptible pride and 
vanity : their paſſions of wonder and deſire ter- 
minated on the ſupreme good, the infinite Gop. 
To have his approbation was their utmoſt aim 
and honour, beyond which they could not ſtretch 
a ſingle thought. To enjoy his love, and live 
under his ſmiles, was their higheſt happineſs; 
beyond which they could not exert one ſingle 
deſire, This gave the moſt ſublime ferment ta 
all their paſſions and thoughts. I look into the 

breaſt 
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breaſt of Moſes, and I ſee his paſſions all on fire: 
hope, gratitude, joy, and holy ambition, to ap- 
prove himſelf to Gob, all blended together in 
one grand blaze of glory; and working him up 
to the higheſt pitch of rational zeal for the honour 
of the divine perfections, wiſhing, above all 
things, to meet the notice of his divine maſter's 
eye, and receive, at the final ifſue of his life 
and immortal writings, the eternal Pn of his 
Goo. 

As for the apoſtle Paul, he was the moſt am- 
bitious man that ever lived in the world: and he 
avows it in the ſtrongeſt terms, with regard to 
himſelf; and he exhorts others to follow him in 
the ſame glorious temper and diſpoſition. 


Thus he ſpeaks in Rom. xv. 20. For it has 
been the object of my ambition * to preach the 
goſpel. And in 2 Cor. v. 9. he avows it again: 
* Therefore we make it the height of our amdi- 
tion, g that we may be well pleaſing to Chriſt.” 
And in 1 Theſ. iv. 11. he thus exhorts his pu- 
pils: Make it your ambition Þþ to live quietly. 
And in Titus iii. 14. he nobly ſays, © Let thoſe 
that belong to us, learn to diſtinguiſh + them- 
ſelves in good works, or outſtrip others, and 
ſtand before them in good works.” And in 
__ ii. 7. he makes it the eſſential character 

of 
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of a true chriſtian, That by a patient continuance 
in WELL DOING, he ſeeks for glory, honour, and 
immortality ; that is, for immortal glory and 
honour in the preſent approbation, and in the 
eternal preſence of Goo. 


This naturally leads us to a more diſtinct con- 
ſideration of another ſpring of action, which 
actuated the ſouls of the ſacred writers, and 
which is ſo cloſely interwoven with the above, 
that it is almoſt needleſs to make it a diſtin 
head, viz. | 


5. GLory and SHAME, 


Glory, as it exiſts in an immortal ſoul, is a 
mixed paſſion, made up of the higheſt joy and 
the moſt ardent ſelf-love blended together in 
equal proportions. 

Tis a high-ſpirited joy in the greateſt good, 
mixed with the ſtrongeſt ſelf love for my own 
ſoul, as connected with that beſt good. 


A Hively ſenſe of my intereſt in this pureſt 


good acts upon my ſelf-eſteem of my own ſoul, 


and increaſes the force of it. My ſelf. valuation 
acts on the ſenſe I have of my intereſt in the 
richeſt good, and increaſes the force of my joy 
in it; and thus they re- act on each other, and 
increaſe the ſtrength and fire of each. 


My 
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My value for my own immortal ſoul makes 
me rejoice in my intereſt in Chriſt, the ſupreme 
good: and my joy in my intereſt in this infinite 
good, excites me to put an higher value on my 
own ſoul, which is endued with ſuch wonderful 
and immortal powers, as renders me capable of 
an eternal poſſeſſion and fruition of this good. 
This is loving myſelf in Gon and loving Goo 
in myſelf, as a creature capable of enjoying ſo 
vaſt a glory in the boundleſs and immortal ex- 
iſtence of the firſt and beſt of all beings. 


Now, if ever any men in the world were ca- 
pable of this glory, the ſacred writers were the 
men] if ever any men rejoiced in the ſupreme 
good, theſe were the men: if ever any men 
eſteemed themſelves as intereſted in Gop, theſe 
were the men: if ever any men had the ſtrongeſt 
and higheſt ſelf. valuation for their own ſouls, as 
connected with Chriſt, theſe were the men: if 
ever any men had a rich aſſemblage of the moſt 
reſplendent virtues and graces, theſe were the 
men. 


Whatever ſhining perfections have adorned 
human nature in any age of the world, what- 
ever can conſtitute ſolid glory of character and 
real greatneſs of ſoul, is to be found in theſe 
ſublime penmen of the ſacred ſcriptures. And 
the more we examine the real internal characters 
of Moſes, Iſaiah, and Paul, the more we ſhall 
6 be 
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be convinced of the truth and juſtice of the above 
reflections or aſſertions : nor will one character of 
all the penmen ſink, but riſe, on our ſevereſt 
ſcrutiny, into his whole life and character, down 
to the hour of his death. 


Shame is a dread of cenſure and contempt, 
knowing that we have ſaid or done ſomething to 
deſerve it. 

'Tis a painful expectation of diſgrace and 
ſcorn, ariſing from a conſciouſneſs that we have 
ated a vile and diſhonourable part towards God, 
or our fellow- creatures; or towards both. 


'Tis a painful confuſion of ſoul, on an appre- 
henſion of our being in great danger of loſing 
our good name, and beauty of character, by our 
having done ſome ſecret fooliſh action, which is 
likely to come to open day-light, before our 
friends, our enemies, and all the world. 


Shame is a paſſion made up of ſorrow, ſelf- 
love, and ſelf-contempt, on our being ſuddenly 
found out and ſurprized in the action of a fool, 
or the baſeneſs of a falſe-hearted villain. 

'Tis the very oppoſite of glory, which is a 
mixture of pure ſtrong joy in a great good, and 
an ardent ſelf- love as connected with that good, 
and put into poſſeſſion of it, But ſhame is a 
ſenſe of our loſs of this good, and a ſelf. con- 
tempt on account of our having deſerved that 


Joſs for ever, 
Z 2 Now, 
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Now, the higher ſenſe of glory the inſpired: 
writers had, the keener was their ſenſe of ſhame. 


And if ever any men had the keeneſt ſenſe of 
glory ; if ever any men in the world were alive 
to glory and ſhame; if ever any men had the 
ſtrongeſt dread of ſhame, and the utmoſt caution 
to avoid it before Gop and all the world —theſe 
were the men. 


No perſon ever encouraged and excited an 
honeſt ambition to excel in wiſdom, fortitude, 
and a generous zeal, ſo much as the eternal ſon 
of Gop, ſeated on his lofty throne in heaven, and 

addreſſing himſelf to all his churches on earth to 
the end of time, For we are not fooliſhly to 
imagine, that Chriſt's addreſſes were confined to 
one little ſpot, the leſſer Aſia, or to ſeven ſingle 
churches, in one ſingle period of time. To con- 
fine ourſelves in ſuch narrow limits and views 
would diſcover a poverty of underſtanding, and 
ſuch meanneſs of ſoul, as muſt be infinitely diſ- 
honourable to the vaſt views of the ſon of Gon, 
and the boundleſs extent of his conceptions, 

Seyen times, yea eight times, he ſpeaks to 
the chriſtian conqueror, Rev. ii. iii. xxi, And 
eighteen diſtinct honours he propoſes and pro- 
miſes to the brave and nobly-ambitious ſoldier 
in his armies, Here ambition may riſe to an 
unbounded and eternal empire, 
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Honour is an inward ſtate of dignity and dif. 
tinction in the eye, and approbation and empire 
of God; ſo as to be beyond the reach of con- 
tempt, ſcorn, diſdain, and juſt ſuſpicion, or 
calumny of men or devils. 

6. PLEASURE, or a SENSE of DELIGHT was 
another ſpring of action, on which the fpirit of 
Gop operated when he ſtirred up the minds of 
the ſacred penmen to write the holy ſcriptures. 

If we were to examine the minds of the fineſt 
pagan geniuſes that have ever figured in the 
learned world, we ſhall find that the pleaſures of 
imagination, and the vigorous hopes of immortal 
fame, were the main ſprings that excited them to 
compoſe their ſublime poems and monuments of 
hiſtory and maſculine eloquence. It would be a 


pleaſing and uſeful ſpeculation to purſue this 


thought, and apply it to the productions of 
Homer and Demoſthenes, to Cicero and Virgil. 
It would yield us farther delight and improve- 
ment to apply eurſelves to trace out the maſter 
ſprings and motives which ſet to work the pens 
of Bacon, Boyle and Milton, of Newton; Locke, 
Pope and Dr. Young, with a thouſand other 
authors of ancient and modern times. This 
would give us a clear inſight into the good and 
bad ſprings which actuate the heart of man. We 
at preſent forbear, although I had prepared ſome 
materials on this enchanting theme; but I mult 

leave 
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leave it to the contemplation of virtuous and 
ingenious young perſons to purſue it at their 
leiſure, and return to my purpoſe of tracing out 
the ſacred pleaſure which the holy writers felt 
when they penned the words of Gop for the ſal- 
vation of the church.—Here the ſprings of 
pleaſure were all refined and conſecrated to the 
honour and glory of the admirable perfections of 
Gop, | 


Pleaſure, or a ſenſe of delight, muſt neceſſarily 
be in its very nature, an agreeable ſenſation of 
the ſoul ; a lively ſatisfaction and eaſe of mind; 
an agreeable feeling in the powers .and affections 
of the heart; a pure conſciouſneſs of the pre- 
ſence of beauty, truth, and goodneſs, as highly 
ſuited to our taſte; a ſweet gratification of the 

rational powers ; a joyous recreation of the 
mind. | 

Pleaſure is the reſult of perceptive powers, 
and an object well adapted to thoſe powers. 
Tis the genuine effect of a ſuitable object, rightly 
applied to a well-diſpoſed and delicate faculty. 
The revelations of God are glorious objects, full 
of truth and grandeur, goodneſs, novelty, and 
beauty, ſuited to a reftified and holy mind, richly 
adapted to regale a ſound and correct imagina- 
tion, and to give the utmoſt pleaſure to a lively 
and holy taſte for all that is ſublime and beautiful 
in the councils, operations, and perfections of 
the moſt high Goo. Happineſg 
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Happineſs conſiſts in pleaſure, and pleaſure is 
the aim of all human actions: *tis the aim of the 
ſevereſt virtue and holineſs, 


The excellency of pleaſure is to be eſtimated 
by the nature and duration of the capacities; to 
which that pleaſure is adapted, and which are 
fit to enjoy it. 

The pleaſures of a man are above the pleaſures 
of a beaſt | 


The pleaſures of an FEY a bird, a beaſt, and 
a man, cannot be in all things the ſame, either 
as to kind or degree, 


The pleaſures of an angel are above thoſe of a 
man. 


The pleaſures of the man Chriſt Jeſus are 
above thoſe of an angel; and the pleaſures of 
the eternal ſon of Gop are infinitely above the 
pleaſures of his human nature. 


The deſire in man after pleaſure is unboundedly 
violent, and eternally inextinguiſnable: and, with- 
out a full gratification of this defire, man muſt be 
a moſt curled and miſerable creature for ever. 


A ſtate of eaſe, in all the powers and affections 
of a rational and immortal being, muſt be in- 
evitably a ſtate of pleaſure. 


As holineſs in man is a lively and ardent in- 
clination or difpoſition to cleave to Gon, and 
produce 
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produce good to all the objects of rational 
agency; ſo pleaſure is a lively ſenſation of the 
inward preſence of the pureſt good: and ſuch a 
ſenſation the ſacred writers felt when they penned 
their immortal writings, under the impreſſions of 


the goodneſs and beauty of Gov. 


Trace out the pleaſures of knowledge, con- 
templation, reflection, and hope, that Moſes, 
David, Iſaiah, Paul, felt in writing their holy 
books. 


The pleaſures of a wiſe and worthy man muſt. 
conſiſt very much in the perception of the pureſt 
and nobleſt truth: in daily contemplations on 
objects of the higheſt grandeur, of the moſt 
aſtoniſhing novelty, and the moſt attractive 
beauty: a perpetual reflexion on theſe objects 
will be a perpetual ſpring of new pleaſure ; and 
a poſſeſſion of the goodneſs contained in theſe 
objects muſt vaſtly increaſe the pleaſure of re- 
flefting upon them, eſpecially if we add the con- 
ſideration of a vigorous hope of eternally enjoy- 
ing theſe pleaſures, without the poſſibility of a 
diſappointment. Now let us apply all this to 
Moſes, David, Iſaiah, and Paul. 

Let us enter into the boſom of Moſes, and 
conſider what infinite delight he muſt take in all 
the glorious objects which Gop opened to his 
rayiſhed underſtanding! O! Sirs, what a proſ- 


pect 


1 


pect is here! to be informed of the whole pro- 
ceſs of creation: to ſee, with the eyes of his | 
mind, the heavens and earth leaping from nothing | 
into exiſtence : to ſee the light ſpring out of God, 
and expand its rays over the dark chaos: to ſee 
the earth and waters divide from each other l to 
ſee the trees, plants, and flowers, ſprout up in a 
moment in thouſands of forms : to ſee the mighty 
maſs of fire, the ſun, fixed in the centre, the 
moon and ſtars all ſtarting into - view, to be- 
ſpangle the grand dome or arch of heaven! to 
ſee the birds leap into exiſtence, life, and action, 
and fly in the open expanſe : to ſee, by the light 
of Gop's ſpirit, all the fiſhes, from the little 
minnow to the mountainous whale, ſpring into 
life and motion, and ſport in the almoſt boundleſs 
ocean ! to ſee the beaſts, both wild and tame, in 
their various forms, riſe out of the earth and 
play in the fields and foreſts. 

What unutterable pleaſure muſt Moſes feel on 
contemplating, in the light of the bleſſed ſpirit, 
the original perfections and beauties of the ſoul 
and body of the firſt man, when he ſaw him, in 
the cleareſt point of view, under the forming 
hands of Goo, riſing out of the duſt, and en- 
dued with a living and rational ſoul from the 
immortal breath of Gop, 


He ſaw that this man, juſt ſprung into life 
from the hands of his maker, had a ſoul ſhining 
A a with 
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with rays of divine and heavenly light, and 
adorned with the brighteſt wiſdom and moſt 
beautiful knowledge and prudence, whereby he 
| was not only perfectly maſter of the nature of 

created things, but was charmed and delighted 
with the contemplation of uncreated truth: the 
eyes of his underſtanding being conſtantly fixed on 
the perfections of his God, from the conſideration 
of which perfections he deduced, by the cleareſt 
reaſoning, what was equitable and juſt, what 
worthy of Gop, and what worthy of himſelf, as 

a creature, perceptive of what was fit and beauti- 
ful in temper and action. 


- He had likewiſe the pureſt holineſs of will, 
ha Gas the ſupreme truth; and re- 
vering him as the moſt tremendous majeſty ; 
loving him as the chief and only good ; and, for 
the ſake of God, holding dear whatever his mind 
divinely taught, pointed out as grateful. to Gop, 
reſembling his holy nature, and expreſſive of his 
perfections: in fine, whatever contributed to the 
acquiring an intimate union, an immediate con- 
nexion with him; delighting in the communion 
of his Gop, which was now allowed him, pant- 
ing after farther converſe with him, raiſing him- 
ſelf to this correſpondence with Gop, by the 
various creatures, as ſo many ſcales or ſteps : 
and, finally, ſetting forth the praiſes of his moſt 


unſpotted holineſs as the moſt perfect pattern, 
according 
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according to which he was to frame both himſelf 
and his actions to the utmoſt. of his ability and 
zeal. — This was EY himſelf in * 
Job xxxiv. 9. 


The rectitude 14 * of his ſoul was 
ere with a moſt regular temperature of 
the whole body; all whoſe members, as inſtru- 
ments of holineſs and juſtice, preſented them- 
ſelves ready and active at the firft impulſe and | 
motion of his holy will. 


Nor was it becoming Gov to form a rational 
immortal creature for any other purpoſe than his 
own ſupreme glory; which glory the rational 
creature himſelf, unlefs wiſe and holy, could 
neither perceive, diſcern, nor celebrate, as ſhining 
forth in the other works of Go Deſtitute of 
this light, and deprived of this endowment of 
holineſs, what could the creature man prove, but 
the reproach and diſgrace of his creator; a ſilly 
fooliſh child, every way unfit to * che you: 
end of his creation. 


We 


Read that prince of all divines, Dr. Witdiur's mart ts 
Covenants; in which des my you ſee the fineſt combination of taſte, ele- 
ce, learning, and manly devotion, that perhaps ever appeared in any 
body of divinity in the \ orld, I began the ſtudy of it in April, 1746 ; 
ond $6 allure e Grade, that it hes andocray nfedſ to ma.mem cos 
more to this day: Hervey might well fay, „I lament it as one of my 
teſt loſſes, 75 I was acquainted with this excellent author no 
ooner.” I am happy to inform the Engliſh Reader, that a new edition 
of the tranſlation is now to be bad at Mr, Dilly's, on very eaſy Terths, 

3 vols, 8vo. 
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Me ſhould now proceed to conſider the farther 
pleafures of Moſes,*in his views of all the grand 
ſcenes and facts, which roſe up in his mind whilſt 
writing his ſacred books, 


We ſhould then view the pleaſures of the 
holy pſalmiſt, the prophet Iſaiah, and the other 
prophets ; with the ſacred evangeliſts and apoſtles : 
but theſe muſt be omitted, as a large diſcourſe 
on this excellent theme would make this part of 
the work diſproportionable to the reſt—every 
intelligent reader will pleaſe to enlarge on it in 
his own meditations, 

We now proceed to the moſt delicate and 
difficult part of our work, on the nature of In- 
ſpiration: I ſhall have infinite reaſon to adore 
Gop to eternity, if he will pleaſe to conduct me 
with wiſdom and ſucceſs through this branch of 
my deſign; ſo that my dear readers, for whoſe 
fake 1 principally write, ſhall have a clear and 
judicious apprehenſion of the nature of Inſpira- 
tion. The great difficulty lies in ſteering our 
courſe between the two extremes of a wild en- 
thuſiaſm, and a cold and barren ſpeculation; but 
to treat the ſubject with clear and determinate 
ideas, and in ſuch juſt and proper language as 
ſhall at/ once enlighten the underſtanding and 
warm the heart. 


In the name and fear of Go let us proceed, 
IV. GOD 
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IV. GOD infuſed the THovonuTs and MATTER 
of the $CRIPTURE into the $ovuLs of the ſacred” 


PENMEN. 


Here let us proceed with prudence and caution, 
and make every ſtep good and firm as we go: 
and we will, by way of preliminary, introduce 
the words of a very judicious divine, whoſe 
ſentiments we adopt as proper to our preſent 
purpoſe, * 

1. When we ſay that the ſcriptures are the 
word of God, or that this word is of Gop, we 
do not mean that it was ALL ſpoken with an ar- 
ticulate voice by him, or that it was ALL written 
immediately by the finger of Gop. The law of 
the Ten Commandments were indeed articulately 
ſpoken by him, and the writing of them was the 
writing of Gop. Exod. xx. 1. God ſpake all 
theſe words, ſaying, Exod. xxxi. 18. And he 
gave to Moſes—two tables of ſtone, written with 
the finger of Gob. xxxii. 16. And the tables 
were the work of Gop : and the writing was the 
writing of Gop ; graven upon the tables: in 
which Gop ſet an example to his penmen in after 
times, to write whatever might be ſuggeſted by 
him to their ſouls, that it might remain upon 
record to be read. But it is certain that all the 
Bible was not ſpoken or written in the ſame man- 


ner as the law on mount Sinai. It is ſufficient 
| that 


® Pr, Gill's Body of Divinity, vol, 1. page 42. 
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that the holy penmen were bid to write what 
Gon delivered to them, as Moſes and other good 
men were ordered to do. Deut. xxx. 19. Now, 
therefore, write ye this ſong for you, and teach 
it the children of Iſrael. Jer. xxx. 1, 2. The 
word that came to Jeremiah from the Loxd, 
Gying, thus ſpeaketh the Lozp Gop of Iſrael: 
* Write thee all the words that I have ſpoken to 
thee in a book. Rev. i. 11. 19. What thou 
ſerſt, write in a book, and ſend it to the ſeven 
churches. Write the things which thou ' haſt 
ſen; and the things which are, and the things 
which ſhall be hereafter. And that which was 
ordered by Gop to be written, was the fame as 
if it was written by himſelf; becauſe they ſpake 
TITER UNS LENA Oy Ws holy ſpirit.” 
2 Pet. i. 21. | 
22. Not all that is contained in the ſcriptures 
is of Goo. Some are the words of others: yea, 
ſome are the ſpeeches of Satan, and very bad 
ones too. But now the penmen of thoſe books, 
in which thoſe ſpeeches are, were moved and 
directed by the Lord to commit them to writing; 
ſo that though they themſelves are not the word 
of Gon, yet that they are written, and are on 
record, is of Gon; and which was directed to, 
and done, to ſhew the malice, pride, blaſphemy, 
and impiety, of that wicked ſpirit. 

There are alſo — of bad men, as as of 

8 471 4 50 | - Cain, 
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Cain, Pharaoh, and others, ordered to be written, 
to diſcover the more the corruption of human 
nature; and even of good men, as of Moles, 
David, Jonah, and particularly the friends of 
Job; and yet theſe ſpeeches are on record, by 
divine order, to prove matters of fact, to ſhew 
the weakneſſes and frailties of the beſt of men. 
Some of the writers of the ſcriptures, as Moſes, 
and the hiftorical ones, being eye and ear wit- 
neſſes of many things they wrote, could have 
wrote them of their own knowledge, and out of 
their own memories ; and others they might take 
our of diaries, annals, and journals, of their own, 
and former times; yet, in all they wrote, they 
were under the impulſe and direction of Gop; 
what to leave, and what to take and inſert into 
their writings, and tranſmit to poſterity—ſo that 
all they wrote may be truly ſaid to be by divine 
authority. | 

In the writings and diſcourſes of the apoſtle 
Paul are ſeveral quotations out of heathen au- 
thors, (viz.) Aratus, Menander, and Epimenides, 
which were produced ad hominem for greater con- 
viction; and which he was directed to quote and 
write in his epiſtles and diſcourſes for that reaſon: 
ſo that though the words are not of Gon, yet 
that they were quoted and 'written, was of Gop. 


Let us now proceed, with the utmoſt care and 


caution, to ſtate and unfold the true nature of 
divine 
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divine inſpiration: the matter is infinitely im- 
portant and uſeful, and deſerves our moſt intenſe 
thoughts, and the ſevereſt conſideration.— Some 
writers may have carried the idea of the inſpira- 
tion of our ſacred penmen too high; the doing 
which is the way to injure the beſt cauſe in the 
world. Other authors, at the ſame time, have 
gone much too low, ſo as to leſſen the majeſty 
and grandeur of the ſacred ſcriptures, and di- 
miniſh that veneration, love, and regard for the 
holy Bible, which is fo abſolutely neceſſary for 
the maintaining the credit and honour of the 
word of Gop, and the ſupport and advancement 
of true religion in the church of Gov. But, in 
whatever divine Inſpiration conſiſts, two axioms, 
or truths, are clear and evident to the underſtand- 
ing of every ſerious and honeſt chriſtian, 


Ax IOM 1. 
Something is meant by Inſpiration, which is 
ſo peculiar to the ſacred books, that it cannot be 
faid of any other books or writings in the whole 
world, 

Ax IOM 2. | 

And that this Inſpiration, be it what it will, 

is ſo common to all the parts of our ſacred 
oracles, that none of them are to be excluded 
from a ſhare in it, though ſome of the books 
may be inſpired in a manner and degree higher 


than others. 
| Theſe 
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Theſe two remarks, or principles of cleat 
truth, will give us real aſſiſtance in ſearching 
out the true general idea of Inſpiration. 

We muſt aſſert and maintain, that all the 
ſacred books were divinely inſpired; though in 
different degrees; I ſay in different degrees: for 
we believe there is ſcarce any man of ſenſe but 
will agree in this, that there could be no need of 
the ſame degree of Inſpiration to write the plain 
facts of hiſtory, as will be requiſite to make a 
man a prophet to foretell future events. Our 
enquiry then is this : What ſort of divine In- 
ſpiration or influence that muſt be, that was ſo 
peculiar to the penmen of the ſacred ſcriptures, 
that other writings have no juſt right or cauſe to 
pretend to it, and yet ſo common. to theſe holy 
books as that they had it, more or leſs, in all 
the parts of that ſacred volume which we call 
the BIxIE ?——and we will comprize the anſwer in 
a few words. 


This Diving INSPIRATION implies, that they 
who delivered the Sack ED oRACLESs of the old and 
new teſtament to mankind, were not only excited 
by the ſpirit of God to contribute their reſpective 
parts for the common good of the church, but 
they likewiſe had his, ſpecial aſſiſtance both in 
the forming their conceptions, and framing. their 
writings: and they had ſuch an aſſiſtance of Gon 
in their ſeveral compoſitions, as effectually pre- 

| Bb vented 
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vented their inſerting any thing that was ratsr, 
or omitting any neceſſary truth out of ignorance, 
indolence, forgetfulneſs, or malevolence : ſo that 
their report of facts, and repreſentation of things, 
may be very ſafely and confidently depended on 
by the church and people of Gop, from age to 
age, and be moſt abundantly uſeful and com- 
fortable to them in their path to immortal glory 
in the kingdom of heaven.“ 

But it is neceſſary and extremely uſeful for us 

to form our conceptions of this moſt glorious 
fubjest, in the moſt diſtin&t manner, in the fol- 
lowing train of propoſitions, 


PRor. 1. Inſpiration was an impreſſion of the 
ſpirit of Gop on the underſtanding as well as the 
imagination of the ſacred penmen, A divine in- 
fluence actuated ſuch perſons as were inſpired : 
Gop took their immortal minds and reaſon into 
his own hands : he touched their rational ſouls, 
and they ated as under the influence of the 
divine being. To make this grand affair eaſy 
to the conception of ſerious chriſtians, let ir be 
obſerved, © that when we converſe with our 
fellow-creatures by our language and voice, the 
vibration of the air on their ears produces ſuch 
a motion in the brain, as conveys our thoughts, 
images, and ideas to that power of the ſoul 
which we call gs intelligence, or the under- 

ſtinding; 
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ſtanding; and from the underſtanding to the 
heart and conſcience of man.“ 


Now Go, who has a near acceſs to the ſpirits 
of all his ſervants, made ſuch impreſſions on the 
imagination and the underſtanding of thoſe whom 
he choſe to be penmen of the holy ſcripture, as 
was ſufficient and proper to convey to them the 
notices of his mind and will, which he intended 
for the inſtruction and comfort of the church of 
God to the end of the world: and he infallibly 
aſſiſted them to convey thoſe diſcoveries of his 

rfections, councils, and operations, ſo received 
and revived upon their minds, to other ſervants 
and diſciples of the molt high Gov. 


Should any perſon curiouſly or captiouſly en- 
quire, in what the impreſſions that were made 
upon the holy penmen differed, or were diſ- 
tinguiſhed from thoſe inferior impreſſions which 
have at all times been made on chriſtians, in all 
ages, ſince the age of Inſpiration ? we cannot ſee 
any inconvenience or damage that can ariſe from 
our owning it extremely arduous and difficult to 
aſſign preciſely, and deſcribe accurately, the 
difference : for we may, upon good evidence, be 
aſſured, the difference was very real and great, 
though we are unable, in a particular manner, 
to explain it and account for it to a curious and 
eaptious enquirer, 
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Paor. 2. This impreſſion of Gop upon the 

ſouls of the ſacred penmen was ſuch as made it 
abſolutely and undoubtedly RTAIx, to the per- 
ſons inſpired, that it came moſt ſurely and in- 
conteſtably from Gop : yea, as certainly as it is 
at any time to us, that we converſe with ſuch or 
ſuch a well-known friend or dear acquaintance, 
and receive certain notices, impreſſions, informa- 
tions, images, or inſtructions, from him. And 
this muſt be allowed by all ſerious, intelligent, 
and honeſt men, who have calmly conſidered the 
matter. 


To make this more eaſy to the conceptions of 
my dear young readers, let me deſire you to con- 
ſider, that the greateſt ſpeakers and writers in all 
ages, were always able to diſtinguiſh themſelves, 
by their ſtyle and manner of ſpeaking, from the 

vulgar herd of ſpeakers and writers, What 
think you of Demoſthenes and Plato, of Homer, 
Socrates, and Xenophon, among the Greeks ; of 
Cicero, Virgil, Salluſt, and Livy, among the 
Romans ? And what think you of Milton, Mr. 
Addiſon, and Dr. Young, amongſt the Englith 
writers? Or were I to come down a little lower, 
to Hervey, as a writer; and to a Pitt, and a 
Barre, as ſpeakers. Could not any of theſe be 
diſtinguiſhed, in their ſtyle or manner of ex- 
preſſion, and their energy and elegance of 
thought, from the common claſs of authors and 
9 ſpeakers.? 


— — 
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ſpeakers? Could not the glorious Demoſthenes 
be diſtinguiſhed, in the force and fire of his 
thoughts and language, from the words or 
writings of porters and coblers ? You yourſelves 
are not at a loſs for a moment what anſwer to 
give: you ſee the difference with an intuitive 
readineſs, and without one ſingle doubt. 

But we will return to the facred ſcriptures, 
and give an inſtance in the greateſt and beſt man 
then in the world. I mean the glorious father of 
all true believers, He had a command from 
Gop of the moſt ſtartling and aſtoniſhing kind. 
Nature muſt recoil, and the bowels of a father 
could not but rejent and yearn over his dear 
ſon; And had there been the leaſt room to 
doubt whether the impreſſion came from Gon, 
his refuſal to comply had been right and juſt in 
the eyes of men and angels, yea, in the eye of 
Gop himſelf. I fay again, Gov himſelf muſt 
have juſtified and approved of his refuſal, But, 
behold, he freely complies, and Gob accepts his 
ready compliance, as a bright evidence of the 
truth and the victorious ſtrength of his faith, 


This is inconceiveable, had he not had full 
conviction and fatisfa&tion in the manner and 
circumſtances of the impreſſion, that it came 
from Gop only : and if he could have ſuch full 
ſatis faction in a matter ſo delicate and awful, fo 
nice and diſtreſſing, ſo as to act upon it without 

dread, 
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dread, and without the leaft heſitation or demur 
then it may eaſily be conceived, that the per- 
ſons whom Gop choſe as the penmen of the holy 
Acriptyre might, in the ſame way, have full 
ſatis faction as to the impreſſions they felt, that 
they were really divine, or from the ſpirit af 
Gop, 


But left any ſceptic or caviller, or honeſt en- 
quirer after truth, ſhould apprehend, that, in 
this way, a door is opened to enthuſiaſm and 
deluſion, ſo that we ſhall never know truth from 
error, or the inſpirations of Gop from the wild 
freaks of human imagination; we have an ad- 
mirable anſwer ready by one of the moſt maſcu- 
line writers in the world: I mean the great John 
Smith, of Cambridge, in his diſcourſe on Pro- 
phecy, Thus ſpeaks-that eminent man: That 
the prophetical ſpirit, ſeating itſelf in the rational 
powers as well as in the imagination, did never 
alienate the mind, but inform and enlighten it; 
and they that were acted by this ſpirit, always 
maintained a clearneſs and conſiſtency of rt asow 
with ſtrength and ſolidity of jupcmenT. Far 
Gon did not make uſe of idiots or fools to reveal 
his will by, but ſuch, whoſe intellectual powers 
were intire, ſound, ſtrong, and perfect; and he 
imprinted ſuch a clear copy of his wiſdgm, holi- 
neſs, and truth upon them, as that it became 
their own ſenſe, being digeſted fully into their 

underſtandings, 
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underſtandings, ſo as they were able to deliver 
and repreſent it to other men as truly as any can 
paint forth his own thoughts.““ 


But, farther, let us anſwer the objection by 
obſerving, That it is one thing to own ſuch 
divine impreſſions, before there was a written 
rule, and in the caſe of all thoſe ſacred writers 
who were to bear a part in the compiling of this 
rule of faith; and a quite different thing to allow 
of pretenſions to like impreſſions, ſince the rule 
has been given, and the whole caxnow of sckir- 
TURE fixed and ſettled, 


And, again, *tis one thing for a ſervant of 
Gop to have ſuch a divine impreſſion merely fot 
his own conduct, and to act according to it; and 
a quite different thing for a man to pretend, by 
virtue of an impreſſion he thinks divine, to give 
rules to others, expecting they ſhould be in- 
fluenced by them. | 


In this latter caſe, ſome clear and mighty 
evidence, confirming the divinity of ſuch an im- 
preſſion, has ever and juſtly been demanded ; and 
Go, therefore, did not leave his inſpired ſervants 
deſtitute of ſuitable and glorious MIRacLes, which 
are the only external and preſent means to confirm 
the prvixiTY of thoſe impreſſions, to which he 
expected other perſons ſhould pay the utmoſt at-' 
tention, and the moſt profound veneration and 
regard, . PROP, 3. 

e See Smith's Select Diſcourſes, page 190-273, te. 1666. 
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Proy. 3. By ſuch ſort of impreſſions as thoſe 
mentioned above, the penmen of the ſacred 
oracles were ſtirred up to write; for they ſpake 
as they were moved, pheromenoi, borne on by the 
holy Spirit. 2 Pet. i. 21. That is, ſays Dr. 
Guiſe, they ſpake and wrote only ſuch things as 
were ſuggeſted to them by the holy Spirit, whoſe 


immediate dictate excited them to utter the ideas 
which he raiſed in their minds, and to expreſs 


them in words that ſhould convey the true ſenſe 
of them.“ | 

Our divine oracles conſiſt of divers parts. 
Same of thoſe parts give light into the doctrines 
of our holy religion, while others only contain 
the hiſtory of the church and people of Gop: 
ſome contain predictions of future events, while 
others contain rules and directions for duty and 
virtuous practice. None of the ſacred writers 
were left to chuſe their own part, any otherwiſe 
than under the conduct of the holy Spirit, who 
was the grand overſeer, or glorious SUPERINTEN- 
DENT of the wHOLL, 


They ſet themſelves. to writing, and to the 
particular ſubjects on which they treated, and in 
the method which they ſeverally purſued, juſt as 
he inclined their hearts, moved on their paſſions, 
conducted their underſtandings, and actuated all 


'® See Dr. Guiſe's judicious Expoſition ef the New Teſtament, 
Arai | 
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their intellectual or rational powers, and no 
otherwile, 


PRroy. 4. They acted under the influence of 
ſuch impreſſions of the ſpirit of Gon, through- 
out the whole compoſure of their ſeveral writings, 
from firſt to laſt, till their glorious works were 
compleatly finiſhed, for the honour of Gop,. and 
the good of the church, to the end of the world. 

The divine Spirit immediately ſuggeſted and 
dictated to them ſuch things as were matters af 
pure revelation. He likewiſe illuminated their 
minds in the ſeveral doctrinal and practical truths 
which they delivered in writing: he refreſhed 
their memories as to the things they knew in a 
common way : he helped them to bring forth the 
things that were divinely impreſſed on their ima- 
gination: and ſo conducted them in all their 
compoſitions, that they neither omitted any thing 
which he thought neceſſary and expedient, nor 
inſerted any thing but what would ſerve his pur- 
poſes ; but /eleFed thoſe ideas, images, facts, and 
diſcoveries, that he knew would be moſt profitable 
for doctrine, reproof, correction, and inſtruction, 
from one age to another, to the end of the 
world. 

Paor. 5. Theſe divine impreſſions of the ſpirit 
of Gop did not deprive the perſons inſpired of 
the uſe of their reaſon and underſtanding, nor 
deſtroy the difference of their ſeveral natural 

Cc faculties 
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faculties and abilities, but were attempered to 
the different genius and education of the ſacred 
writers. The ſeveral penmen of the holy ſcrip- 
tures made uſe of their rational powers as far as 
they could be ſerviceable to their purpoſe, and 
the ſpirit of Gop ſupplied their defects: ſo that 
the poetical books, and other parts of the Bible, 
may appear to be the effects of ſtudy and medi- 
tation, and yet be inſpired by Gop : for Inſpira- 
tion did not neceſſarily exclude thought and ſtudy 
in ſacred compoſures, though it ſecured from 
error or all miſconceptions and miſrepreſentations 
to the people and church of Gop. 


The holy Spirit uſed the ſacred penmen as 


reaſonable creatures, and made uſe of their judg- 
ments, memories, and affections; but they acted 
under his guidance in the whole of their work. 
Their ſtyle and language, or the manner in 
which they expreſſed their conceptions and paſ- 
ſions, naturally differing from each other, the 
holy Spirit did not hinder or alter this difference 
in thoſe writings which they drew up under his 
conduct; but it was of the ſame ſtrain and man- 
ner with what they uſed commonly in expreſſing 
their conceptions, except where Gop thought fic 
to 1nterpoſe in ſome particular elevations and 
grandeur of thought, or peculiar ſtrains of ma- 
jeſty and authority. ö 
And though it be allowed and freely owned, 
| that 
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that the ſtyle of the prophets, and other ſacred 
penmen, was uſually the ſame when they ſpake, 
by the order of Gop, with that which they uſed 
in their common diſcourſe ; yet {till their being 
inſpired, and acting under the divine conduct, in 
committing their conceptions to writing, is a 
mighty ſecurity and a moſt delightful ſatisfaction 


to our minds; which leads us to the next pro- 


poſition. 


Proe. 6. Theſe divine impreſſions of the holy 


Spirit preſerved them from error, with-which all 
merely human writings are chargeable, . Theſe 
heavenly influences did fo, not only in a way of 
immediate SUGGESTION, when that was neceſſary 
to prevent miſtakes and miſrepreſentations, but 
alſo by a ſuperintending direction; when in the 
writings they drew up, they enlarged or ampli- 


fied on things and facts which came to their 
knowledge in an ordinary way, and of which . 


they were eye and ear witneſſes, 


It has been ſuggeſted by an half chinkes Who 


delights in ſtarting difficulties about Inſpiration, 


that a man has no need of Inſpiration to relate 
faithfully what he has ſeen. . It is granted, he has 


no need of it in writing a common hiſtory ; but 
it is otherwiſe when Gop intends to make uſe of 


a man to draw up a part of the SACRED HISTORY, , 
not only for the uſe and benefit of his church 


in all future ages, but with an intention that 
they ſhould firmly depend upon it. 
Oe 2 Then 


» 
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Then it is got enough that he, who is the 
hiſtorian, be diſpoſed as an honeſt man, faith- 
fully to relate what he has ſeen and heard ; bur 
it is likewiſe neceſſary that he have the help of 
the holy Spirit to bring things to remembrance, 
to enable him duly to ſelect out of many things 
that might be related, ſuch facts and thoughts 
as are molt 1 important ** needful, and that would 
be moſt uſeful; and to keep from all miſtakes 
and errors whatſoe ver, both! in matter, method, 
and expreſſion. 

The divine Spirit, therefore, ſo directed our 
ſacred penmen, as not to ſuffer them to miſcarry, 
or let any daſhes of their pen vary from truth, as 
Fauſtus Socinus would. perverſely inſinuate; and 
as Epiſcopius, with the ſame corrupt temper, has 
aſſerted. Of this moſt infallible direction of God, 
we have ſo clear and good evidence, upon the 
whole, that we may boldly ſay, if any particular 
inſtances can be produced, that are not to be re- 
conciled with this propoſition, it were but a re- 
quiſite piece of modeſty for us rather to ſuſpect the 
failure may have been in copyers and tranſcribers 
than in in rhe compilers and original writers.“ 

1 Upon 


. 12 oy the pag: of miſtaking, or did 
"miſtake in ſmaller matters; and they can find out no way for a ſufficient 
ſecurity! thay they might not, miſtake in greater matters likewiſe, and in 
things: of the laſt moment to our ſouls. Thus you ſee Infidels, and their 
patrons, the ſceptical profeſſors of the chriſtian religion, attempt to un- 
germine the main ſupport of our faith, and reduce us to the moſt deſperate 
fate of uncertainty : but bleſſed be Gap, we defy their attempts; we fear 
them not. 
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Upon the whole, when the great and good 
apoſtle Paul aſſerts, that all ſcripture is given by 


inſpiration of Gop, his meaning is this: that it 
was drawn up by perſons, choſen of Gop, and 
appointed to that wonderful and moſt important 
work ; who, though they uſed their own natural, 
rational powers in their ſeveral writings, were 
yet under the influence of ſuch divine impreſſions, 
as kept them from all poſſibility of miſtake, or 
error, and miſrepreſentation : they were un- 
doubtedly under ſuch an infallible conduct of 
the holy Spirit, as their reports may be ſafely 
and confidently depended on by the church and 
people of Gop in all ages, to the end of the 


world. 
RECAPITULATION. 

Let us now ſtand till for a few minutes, and 
review the ground we have trod, and the ſteps 
we have endeavoured to make good.— We have 
conſidered, that it is a poſſible thing with Gop 
to communicate ideas to the human mind—thar 
he can make himſelf known to be Gop alone that 
ſpeaks, ſo as to diſtinguiſh himſelf from all other 
ſpeakers — that Gop worked on all the beſt 
ſprings of action in the ſacred writers, and ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to their fears, hope, gratitude, 
ambition, glory, ſhame, and pleaſure ; and thus 
ſtirred up their minds to write that he infuſed” 


the ideas and matter of the ſcriptures into the 
minds 
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minds of the penmen, preſerved them free from 
all miſtakes in the hiſtories, the ſacred poems, 
the prophecies, the doctrines, laws, and pro- 
miſes.— And now I do, with real gratitude to 
Goo riſing from the depths of my ſoul, adore 
his goodneſs, mercy, and faithfulneſs, for con- 
ducting me thus far through my work. Bleſſed, 
for ever bleſſed be my divine maſter, that the 
MAIN DIPFICULTY in this moſt delicate and im- 
portant ſubject is over; and I truſt that every 
+ enfible and honeſt reader will acknowledge, that 
2 rational and fatisfying account is given of the 
true nature of Inſpiration, 


But there is likewiſe one great and good man 
to whom, under Gop, I am more indebted than 
to all the authors in the world beſides. I owe a 
debt of juſtice and gratitude to Grotius, for his 
celebrated book, de Veritate, 12mo.—to Dr. 
Stillipgfleet, for his Origines Sacre, 4to.—t0 
Dr. Owen, for his Treatiſe on the Divine Origi- 
nal, and ſelf- evidencing Light of the Scriptures, 
12mo. 1658; and his Reaſon of Faith, 8vo.— 
to the great Halyburton, for his Diſſertation on 
the Reaſon of Faith, 4to. at the end of his book 
againſt the Deiſts—ro the amiable and excellent 
Mr. Benjamin Bennett, for his admirable Sermons 
on Inſpiration, 8vo; 1730; with many other 
worthy divines on this ſubject. But I owe more 
to one man than to them all; I found in him 

what 
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what J ſought for every where elſe in vain: and 
I bleſs Gop to eternity, that my wants are moſt 
happily ſupplied by a man of a clear, rational 
head, of a warm, honeſt, ſound heart, trained 
up in good learning and religion from his youth; 
his judgment and taſte matured by age and re- 
gular ſtudies of the beſt kind for noble ſervices 
in the church of Gop. In this author I found 
clear, cool, manly reaſoning, without the wild- 
neſs of enthuſiaſm, or the leaſt ſcepticiſm of in- 
fidels: in a word, this worthy man appeared to 
me to have wrote with deſign to aid my thoughts 
in my greateſt difficulty ; and I ſpeak with more 
freedom and copiouſneſs on purpoſe to recom- 
mend him to the beſt and deareſt affections of 
young ſtudents of divinity, who feel their hearts 
warmed with a generous ambition to be of rel 
uſe and conſequence in the church of Gop. * 


®* The incomparable work on this ſubject is intituled, The Inſpiration 
of the Holy Writings of the Old and New Teſtament, conſidered and 
improved in fourteen ſermons, preached at the merchants' leQture at 
Salter's-Ha!l, by Edmund Calamy, D. D. 


N. B. Theſe ſermons were preached at the Tueſday's lecture, begianing 
Auguſt 22, 1704, and finiſhed March 19, 1706. With grief and indigna- 
tion I declare, that none of all my friendp ever ſpoke one word concerning 
| this work for above thirty years; nor did it come into my hands ull Saturdgy, 
Sept. 21, 1771 : then I found what I had been anxiouſly ſeeking for ; but 
in vain every where elſe, I laid it down for a rule, from which I would 
never depart, that I would take nothing upon truſt, except my own 

. exiſtence; and that I would ſubmit to nothing but what convinced my un- 
derſtanding by rational evidence. Such evidence I have ſought with all the 
ardour and ſweat of my ſoul; and ſuch evidence I have found to my eterpal 
ſatiefation and delight. And this is the evidence, my gear reader, which 1 
have propoſed to you : and this kind of evidence I will propoſe to your rea- 

. Jon, and your heart, in all the ſubſequent Contemplations. | 


3 Select 
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Select BOOKS on the Subject of this 
CONTEMPLATION. 


A view of the judicious Method in which Dr. Calamy proceeds to tate 
and defend the Inſpiration of the Holy Scriptures. 

In Sermon I. he conſiders the grand advantage of Gop's ancient People, 
who were peculiarly favoured above all the World, ad chiefly in having 
the Oracles of Gop committed to them. 

Serm. II. explains the Nature of Inſpiration, and produces four Arguments 
to prove that the Old and New Teſtament were really given by Inſpiration 
of Gop. 

Serm. III. treats of the Writings of the New Teſtament, and gives five 
Arguments to prove their divine Inſpiration. 

Serm. IV, contains two further Arguments in Proof of the Divine In- 
{piration of the Old Teſtament. 

Serm. V. conſiders the ancient Prepbetica ! Inſpiration, with the Apoſtolic 
Inſpiration. Here we ought to read the great John Smith on Prophecy, and 
Dr. Witſius on Prophetic Inſpiration. 

Serm. VI. anſwers the Objection to the Inſpiration of the Scriptures, 
drawn from the apprehended Contradictions contained in them. 

Serm. VII. anſwers the Objection drawn from the Al ſurdities and Im- 
poſſibilities they are ſuppoſed to contain. 

Serm. VIII. anſwers the Objection drawn from the apprehended Mean- 
neſs, Obſcurity, and Flatn:/: of the Style; and the Want of Method in the 
Writings of the Bible. 

Serm, IX, anſwers the Objection taken from ſome Particulars of the 
Matter of Scripture, 

Serm. X. anſwers the common Objection, that a much better Method 
might have been taken for Inſtruction in Religion than the dull and heavy 
Way of a written Volume. 

Serm. XI. From the Inſpiration of the Bible infers the unutterable 
Uſefulneſs of the Scripture, 

Serm, XII. ſhews the Errors of the Romiſh Religion both in its Founda, 
tion and Superſtructure. 

Serm. XIII. draws other uſeful Inferences from the ſame Principle. 

Serm. XIV. Excellent Directions for the profitable Reading the Holy 
Scriptures, -l muſt declare once more, that this Book is the firſt in Dignity 
and Excellence on the Subject I ever read. To this I would add Dr. Dod- 
dridge's three Sermons on the Evidences of Chriſtianity, with his Diſſerta- 
tion on Inſpiration, in the Family Expoſitor, Vol. 3. Dr. David Jennings, on 


the Divine Authority of the Scriptures, founded on Common Senſe. - 
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HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


The NATURE Of DEMONSTRATION, EVIDENCE, and 
CONVICTION, clearly explained —The WISDOM 
of GOD in framing our FACULTIES in ſuch 2 
MANNER, as to require us to uſe our REASON in 
enquiring into the EVIDENCES of CHRISTIANITY. 
— PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS before we en- 
ter on the DEMONSTRATION of INSPIRATION, 
Tis a matter of infinite conszqQuzencs,—The 
DIVINITY of the SCRIPTURES is not to be taken 
as a FIRST PRINCIPLE Without RATIONAL PROOF, 
Every Book that pretends to be 1NSPIRED is 
not preſently to be admitted as ſuch. We are 
not to reſolve our conviction of a former 
INSPIRATION into a freſh insPIRATION.—We 
ought to be ſatisfied with ſuch MoRaL EVIDENCE 
as the nature of the ſubject will bear, and not 


require 
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require GEOMETRICAL DEMONSTRATION,—The 
BIBLE Contains nothing unworthy of the cna- 
RACTER of G O D. —It bears ſtriking Marks 
of his MORAL PERFECTIONS.—A. conciſe view 
of the sourcts of DEMONSTRATION, viz, the 
GOODNESS of the DOCTRINE, MIRACLES, PRO- 
PHECY, the CHARACTER of the PENMEN,—The 
firſt of theſe propoſed more at large. 


\HE idea of the book we ſtyle the Scrip- 
ture, and the idea of the nature of In- 
ſpiration, do not inſtantly appear connected ſo 
clearly as the idea of exiſtence, and the idea of 
our own exiſtence ; for theſe two appear in a 
moment to be ſo agreeing and connected, that 
we cannot make them plainer by any third idea 
whatſoever. 


But the divine Ixs PIR ATIox of the ſcriptures 
will admit of proof, by making uſe of other 
ideas, or evidences, whofe agreement with the 
idea of Inſpiration is in a moment diſcerned by 
the human underſtanding, 


DzeMonsTRATION is a clear agreement of ideas 
founded on ſome ſelf-evident truths, and pro- 
ceeding, by eaſy deductions, to a conviction, 
which ſatisfies the mind, and filences all cavils 
and objections. | | 

Conviction conſiſts in feeling the force of 
truth in the underſtanding, g 


EvideENCE 
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Evipexce is the clear appearance of truth to 
the ſoul, producing an aſſent to it as truth. 


The divine Inſpiration of the Scriptures de- 
mands proof by the reaſon that Gop has given 
us; and this glorious ſubject deſerves, as well 
as demands, the utmoſt force and rigour of de- 
monſtration : and Gop has ſo formed our minds, 
as to ſtir us up to diligence and labour, and to 
prevent and cut off all lazineſs and preſumption 
in religion. 

This is a ſtriking inſtance of the wiſdom of 
God in framing our ſouls in ſuch a manner, as 
that we are obliged to uſe our reaſon to diſcern 
the being of the Gop that made us, and to diſ- 
cern the Inſpiration and authority of the Scrip- 
tures, which Gop has given us for our guide to 
wiſdam, duty, and eternal happineſs. 


We cannot attain to mere intuition of the In- 
ſpiration of the Scriptures, but we are obliged 
to make uſe of our underſtanding and reaſon to 
diſcern their divine original, uſefulneſs and -ex- 
cellence. 


The moſt ſimple and eaſy method of de- 
monſtrating the divine Inſpiration of the Bible, 
is by making uſe of ideas, drawn from the good- 
neſs of the doctrine, and the tendency of its laws 
and promiſes, to make us happy—the ſenſible 
actions of Gov, which have produced a change 


in 


«© B: he 
in the order and laws of nature=the prediction 
of future events, which have come to pals in a 
moſt exact manner in the ſeveral parts of the 
natural and moral world with the moral cha- 
_ rafter of the penmen, who appear evidently to 
be connected with Gop, and to bear the impreſ- 
ſions of his holineſs in their hearts and lives. 


And the agreement of the above ideas with 
the idea of writings inſpired by Gov, will be 
unavoidably ſeen by the underſtanding of every 
honeſt man in the whole proceſs of the demon- 
ſtration. 

Thus, the ideas we have of real miracles, of 
clear prophecies, of the goodneſs and purity of 
the doctrines, laws, and promiſes, and the ho- 
lineſs of the penmen, inſtantly agree with our 
idea of Inſpiration; and it is impoſſible for the 
underſtanding to act as an underſtanding, that 
is, as 2 rational agent, without perceiving in- 
ſtantaneouſly the agreement of the Scriptures 
with the idea of an Inſpiration from Gov. | 

We ſhall attempt to ſet before you the moſt 
ſtriking evidences and demonſtrations of this grand 
PRINCIPLE, on which the whole of REVEALED 
RELIGION is built; that the Scriptures of the old 
and new teſtament were really inſpired by Gop. 

But before we enter upon the copious and 


abundant demonſtration of this truth, we muſt 
deſire 
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deſire every reader ſeriouſly to ponder, and at- 
tentively review the following conſiderations. 
| ConS!DERATION I. 

This is a matter of the laſt importance, and 
of infinite conſequence to the ſouls of men, If 
we are uncertain here, the whole ſtructure of our 
religion totters to the very baſis, and threatens an 
opprobrious ruin, which will bury us ia eternal 
deſtruction. . 

If we be in doubt, as to the truth and divinity 
of the Scriptures, we ſhall be able to find no ſafe 
foundation, on which to fix our faith and hope. 
We have infinite need of being well eſtabliſhed 
here—if we fail in this point, we fail in every 
thing—we ſhall be poor, wavering, unſettled 
creatures all our days—we ſhall be always children 
in underſtanding and judgment—always wavering 
and doubting—toſſed to and fro with every wind 
of ſcepticiſm and infidelity—fluctuating in our 
tempers, and fooliſh in our conduct - unproſitable 
in our lives, and worthleſs in our converſation; 
we ſhall live without honour, and die in darkneſs 
and deſpair. 


Our having been trained up in a general notion 
of the truth and divinity of the Scriptures, by our 
parents, will be but a poor ſecurity in a ſhock of 
temptation, and amidſt the ſcorn of infidels and 
rakes.— If you know no better argument for the 

Inspiration 
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Inſpiration of the Scriptures, than that our parents 

and nurſes told us ſo, what are we better than 
Papiſts, Jews, or Mahommedans ? 


On the ſame terms, we might have had as great 
a veneration for the fooliſh Talmud, if we had 
been born among the Jews; or the Alcoran, if 
we had been born of Mahommedan parents : and 
5 on the ſame principles, we ſhould have been poor 
1 blind Papiſts, if we had been born in Spain or 
l Portugal, Italy or France. 
1 If the report and affertions of thoſe, among 
l . whom we have had our education, be the only 
| ground of our ſatisfaction, it will be in the power 
of any ſceptic, or artful infidel, to unhinge and 
demoliſh our fooliſh faith : It is certain, we every 
| day run the hazard of being ſtaggered, con- 
founded, and overthrown ; and indeed, con- 
| fidering the horrid neglect of parents, and tutors 
| of youth, all through this nation, it is no wonder 
that Popiſh prieſts make ſuch ' ravages on the 
Britiſh youth ; yea, upon tens of thouſands of poor 
unprincipled ignorant wretches, in the farther ad- 
vance of life. 
Suppoſe any of you, my readers, who have, 
for a long time, apprehended yourſelves ſatisfied 
upon this head, without ſearching into the ſolid 
grounds and reaſons of faith, ſhould ſtill take it 
for granted that the bible is divinely inſpired : 
how do you know how far you may be ſhaken, 
unſettled, 
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unſettled, and put to confuſion and ſhame? and 
what the conſequence may be, ſhould artful men, 
and artful devils, vigorouſly aſſault your ſouls ; 
which you ought to expect in the courſe of your 
life, in an age that is poſſoned with infidelity ? 
What would you do if you had no folid evidence 
of your religion ? How fooliſh would you look if 
you had nothing more to ſay but this, I believe 
the bible is the word of Gop, becauſe my mother 
told me ſo when I was a boy. 


Well then, my readers, if you would not be in 
danger of bringing a ſcandal upon your profeſſion, 
and of turning vile and ugly apoſtates from Ghriſt, 
in an hour of temptation, you ſhould fee to it 
with the utmoſt ardour and attention, that you be 
rationally and powerfully confirmed in this prin- 
ciple, upon ſolid grounds, that will bear the 
ſhocks of the fierceſt Oppoſition, * 


ConSIiDERATION II. 

The divinity of the Scriptures is not to be taken 
as a firſt principle, without rational proof, Tis 
unreaſonable and mean to beg the queſtion ; that 
is, to take it for granted, as a firſt principle in 
divinity. We do not deſire this at the hands of 


infidels, 


I cannot forbear declaring, with a degree of warmth, that borders 
upon bitterneſs, grief, and indignation, after the experience of twenty- 
nine years, in the province of educating youth, that, out of above five 
hundred young perſons of all ages, from ſeven to twenty, who have come 
under my care, I have never had one youth, who had been inſtructed, by 
his parents or former tutors, in the ſolid evidences of the chriſtian religion. 
— If my obſervation is a ſpecimen of the ſtate of the Britiſh youth in ge- 
neral, no wonder that the nation is going back to Popery and Atheim, 
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infidels, or doubters, or honeſt enquirers after 
truth; but are willing it ſhould be examined with 
all the ſeverity of ſound reaſon, Chriſtianity is 
founded upon argument, and upon argument we 
reſt it for ever: it dreads no examination; it loves 
to be ſearched into, even to the very bottom. 
The damning folly and baſeneſs of the preſent, 
generation js, that they will not be honeſt in ſifting 
the evidences of revelation : this is an age of 
luxury, levity, lazineſs, inconſideration, and fri- 
voliſm; the people of higher and lower ranks 
render themeſelves contemptible, by refuſing to 
uſe that little portion of common ſenſe, which 
Gop has given them; and, withqut a very great 
alteration-in their thoughts and- purſuits, they wall 
be contemptible, and ruined to eternity: our 
ſacred volume invites and commands us to ſhew 
ourſelves men; that is, to act with reaſon and 
underſtanding in all things. 

When, indeed, we debate concerning things 
built on the Scriptures, it is rationally ſuppaſed 
their Inſpiration is acknowledged, or owned that 
being reckoned the common ſenſe of the chriſtian 
world. — But, when the QuesTION is, how, we 
know that the Scriptures were given by inſpiration 
of Gov? ro ſay it is a PRINCIPLE, and muſt there- 
fore be allowed or taken for granted, will neither 
ſatisfy a diſturbed and doubtful mind, convince 


an inſidel, nor repel an oppoſer; who may raiſe 
| objections, 
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objections, in order to tempt us to reject the bible 
alrogether, 
| CONSIDERATION III. 


Every book that pretends to be inſpired, is not 
preſently to be admitted as ſuch, The Mahom- 
medans have as great a veneration for their Al- 
coran, as moſt Chriſtians have for our Bible; and 
this ought to make us bluſh with ſhame; that 
book of theirs offers itſelf ro them as divinely in- 
ſpired, as this Bible does to us; if, therefore, a 
book is to be received preſently as divinely in- 
ſpired, upon it's own report, the Alcoran is to be 
embraced as well as our Bible; and ſo we ſhall be 
forced to ſwallow the vileſt nonſenſe, and the 
moſt abſurd contradictions, that ever were con- 
ceived by the heart of man. 


But ſincere enquirers after truth ſcorn ſuch 
meanneſs of ſoul; honeſt free-thinkers diſdain to 
ſwallow nonſenſe and abſurdity ; our only way is, 
to ſearch and try, that we may not be impoſed on, 
and take a book for divinely inſpired that is not 
ſo, but is the product of raſcally impoſture, or 
wild enthuſiaſm ; and we muſt have ſome ſure and 
INFALLIBLE MARKS to try by, or we ſhall not, when 
we have uſed the utmoſt labour, be ſatisfied and 
aſſured that we are not impoſed on. 


Among the Jzws, a prophet that pretended to 
came as an expreſs from the inviſible world, was 
| E e 2 not 
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not to be admitted and owned meerly on his own 
report and atteſtation; and if he proved an im- 
poſtor, he was to be puniſhed with death. 
Deut. xiii. 1, 5. They were to judge of him by 
certain rules ; becauſe, there would be falſe pro- 
phets as well as true; therefore, circumſtances 
were to be conſidered and compared, in paſſing a 
judgment, or final deciſion : and there is equal 
reaſon for the ſame procedure in the caſe of inſpired 
writings ; ſeeing, ſome may be offered too, as 
drawn up by divine Inſpiration, when they are 
not, as well as ſome that are. Every pretence of 
this nature is not to be owned and juſtified ; we 
muſt ſearch and examine, in order to ſatisfaction ; 
and the canons, or rules, by which we try and 
judge, ought to be ſelected with the utmoſt ac- 
curacy, and the ſevereſt labour. 


ConSIDERATION IV. 

We are not to reſolve our conviction of a former 
inſpiration, into a freſh divine Inſpiration, for this 
is wild enthuſiaſm, *tis abſurd, or contrary to ſound 
reaſon, and infinitely dangerous to the ſouls of 
men, There is an expreſſion in an excellent di- 
vine of our own nation, (whoſe memory deſerves 
reſpect) which we ought to look upon as en- 
thuſiaſtic and dangerous ; *tis an error of great 
conſequence, and ought to be avoided by us with 
the utmoſt care — the error is in theſe words. 

| This 
® SeeD r, Calawy, ſermon 3, page 31, 41. . 
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«* This firſt principle of our faith, that the Scrip- 
tures are the word of Gop, 1s rooted in us by the 
immediate Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt.” * 
And he repreſents, that, the only way of our 
being ſatisfied upon this head, 1s for us to have 
this perſuaſion wrought in us, by the ſpirit of 
Gop, though we know not why, or upon what 
grounds; but if a man ſticks by this notion, he 
will be involved in endleſs perplexity and confu- 
ſion; in ſhort, this abſurd and whimſical notion 
will draw after it a thouſand bad conſequences. 


Suppoſe we enquire of a man how he knows 
that the Scriptures are given by the Inſpiration of 
Gov ? and he anſwers © that he is aſſured of it, by 
the Inſpiration of the ſame ſpirit, by which the 
Scriptures were indited ;”* *tis natural to queſtion 
farther, what evidence have you that this Inſpi- 
ration you pretend to is real, and not imaginary, 
that it is from the ſpirit of Gop, and not from a 
ſpirit of deluſion ? his only anſwer muſt be this, 
Jam ſatisfied of it, in the ſame way as the ſa- 
cred penmen. were ſatisfied at firſt, as to their 
Inſpiration.” And if we admit this anſwer, as 
proper and juſt, a wide door is opened to all 
manner of error, enthuſiaſm, and abſurdity ; and 
there is no remedy left to ſet us right, and ſecure 
us from the moſt ruinous deluſions, 


It 1s, indeed, not only freely granted, but it 
admits of abundant evidence, that no man will 


receive 
® Capel, who has writzen on Temptatiens. 
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receive the Scriptures as divinely inſpired, with a 
VITAL FAITH, and fo as to be transformed into 
the chriſtian temper, the divine reſemblance, and 
effectually trained up for heaven, unleſs the ſpirit 
of Gov enlighten his mind, and impreſs his 
heart. : 
And this is what the greateſt of our reformed 
divines have always meant by the TesTiMONY of 
the $P1RIT, which the moſt judicious and learned 
of them have repreſented as ſo neceſſary, to a full 
conviction of the divinity of the Scriptures, As 
the great apoſtle affirms, © that no man can ſay 
that Jeſus is Loxp, but by the Holy Ghoſt,” fo 
may we likewiſe aſſert, that no man can ſay that 
the Scripture is given by the Inſpiration of Gop, 
but by the Holy Spirit; that is, he cannot fo 
believe it, with a faith that ſhall be effectual to 
falvation, without his gracious and powerful in- 
fluence; and yet, we cannot conceive how any 
immediate revelation of the ſpirit ſhould be neceſ- 
fary to a rational conviction in this caſe ; of how 
we can ſuppoſe the divine ſpirit ſhould, by a pri- 
vate ſuggeſtion, whiſper it in the ear of every man 
that is ſatisfied on this head, that this book, we 
call the Bible, 'is of divine Inſpiration. 


The real office and agency of the divine ſpirit, 
in this reſpect, is, to operate on the underſtanding, 
in a way of rational illumination; aſſiſting the 


JETER to lay aſide prejudices, purifying the 
affect ions 
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affections from corrupt emotions, and giving an 
ardent love of truth, an honeſt impartiality of 
ſoul, a keenneſs of attention, and a ſpiritual Tas rx, 
that we may duly regard thoſe evidences and 
MOTIVES, which may, and ought to induce a firm 
perſuaſion in us, that the ſacred Scriptures ori- 
ginated from Goo. 

This kind of aſſiſtance from the Holy Spirit, 
is abſolutely neceſſary, carneſtly to be implored, 
and molt carefully and gratefully improved; but 
this kind of aid is clearly as different from a freſh 
Inſpiration, as a rational conviction is from a 
ſtrong and enthuſiaſtic impreſſion. | 

It cannot, indeed, be denied, but that there 
may have been ſome ſerious and ſincere Chriſtians 
in all ages, who have ſo firmly believed the In- 
ſpiration of our ſacred writings, that they could 
have confirmed their faith by the moſt dreadful 
ſufferings, and ſealed it with their blood, though 
they could not have diſputed much for it, or 
given any diſtinct account of the rational grounds 
* of it. 

But, it by no means follows from thence, that 
RATIONAL EVIDENCE is not needful, or uſeful, or 
is not commonly uſed by the ſpirit of God, in 
producing a ſaving perſuaſion, and in preſerving 
from temptations to doubting, fluctuations of 
aſſent, and infidelity. Cox- 


® The Inward Witneſs to Chriſtianity, thee ſermons, by Dr, Watts, 
Ir 
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ConsiDERATION V. 


We ought to be ſatisfied with ſuch morar, 
EVIDENCE * as the nature of the ſubject will bear, 
and not require GEOMETRICAL DEMONSTRATION. 
To demand and inſiſt on more than ſound moral 
evidence, is highly diſhoneſt, captious, and ab- 
ſurd. 

When the thing aſſerted is, that the penmen of 
Scripture were divinely inſpired, to expect and 
demand GczomeTRICAL demonſtrations to prove it, 
is, to declare we are reſolved not to be convinced 
of it; for, it is to demand more than the matter 
could bear, ſuppoſing it eternally and undoubtedly 
true. That man, who, in this caſe, will not be 
ſatisfied with ſuch conſiderations as are ſufficient 
to out-ballance any thing that can be affirmed to 
the contrary, does not uſe the underſtanding and 
reaſon of a man. 7 


ConSiDERATION VI. 

There is nothing in the Scriptures unworthy of 
Gop to reveal or record—nothing unworthy of 
the nature and dignity of Gop's moral character 
nothing contrary to the ſhining purity of the 
perfections and reaſon of a Gop—nothing re- 
proachful to the moſt conſummate knowledge, 
wiſdom, and prudence—nothing contrary to his 

moſt 


=. 


* Moral Evidence, no man in the world ever wrote better than the 
_— maſculine Humphry Ditton, in his noble treatife on the reſur- 
rection of Chriſt, $vo. 1712.1 defy all the Deifts in the world to confute 
this treatiſe. I rejoice to find we ſhall havs ſome memoirs of his life and 
experience ſoon publiſhed to the world, ; 


L 22s J 


moſt amiable goodneſs, grace, and mercy — 
nothing repugnant or inconſiſtent with his moſt 
intenſe averſion to all moral impurity—nothing 
contrary to his natural and immutable juſtice— 
nothing that can truly fling a reproach on his 
eſſential integrity, and fincerity of heart—or be 
a ſtain to the inviolable veracity of his mouth, 
or impeach the faithfulneſs of his conduct and 
actions, in the moral world.—In fine, we have 
nothing in this ſacred book, that can blemiſh the 
one grand, uniform, moral character of Gop; a 
character without the leaſt duplicity or variation, 
and eternal as his exiſtence, 


ConSIDERATION VII. 

The glorious diſcoveries of Scripture are all 
holy; all the repreſentations or ideas of facts and 
objects in heaven, earth, and hell, are quite con- 
ſiſtent with the ſplendor and purity of God's 
nature and character. ; 


The Bible diſcovers, with all the brightneſs of 
light and fire, the purity and rectitude of the 
nature of Gop it diſplays, in the moſt ſtriking 
manner, his invariable abhorrence of all moral 
diforder in his creatures, and his infinite com- 
placency in himſelf, as the ſtandard of beauty 
and lovelineſs, with his intenſe delight in the 
righteouſneſs and goodneſs of his own nature, 
powers, councils, and operations ; and it likewiſe 
declares Gop's complacency, in every creature in 

No. VI. "PK heaven 
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heaven and earth, that in the leaſt degree, re- 
ſembles himſelf, or reflects an image of his own 
lovely perfections. 


I now addreſs myſelf to the moſt glorious and 
delightful work of proving that the holy Scrip- 
tures of the old and new Teſtament were given 
by IxsPIRATIon of Gop, as the rule of faith, 
worſhip, and morality, to the church of Chriſt 
on earth, 


The four principal ſources of evidence, or de- 
monſtration and conviction, are theſe, (viz.) the 
goodneſs of the doctrines, laws, and promiſes— 
the working of miracles the fulfilment of pro- 
phecies—the moral character of the penmen ; 
and eſpecially the moral character of the great 
founder of chriſtianity. 


The coopxess of the pocTRINE conſiſts in the 
fitneſs of the truths and bleſſings revealed, to re- 
move from us all kinds of miſery, and to pro- 
mote, in the beſt manner, our preſent and eternal 
happineſs. 

A MIRACLE is an ACT10N of God, producing a 
SENSIBLE CHANGE in the ORDER of NATURE, done 
to convince his rational creatures, to ſilence his 
enemies, to confirm the miſſion of his prophets 
and apoſtles, and to ſtamp an eternal honour on 
his divine revelation and religion. 


Proenecy conſiſts in the foretelling of future 


events in the natural and W ac world; declaring, 
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with great truth and preciſion, what facts ſhould 
take place, what characters ſhould ariſe, and what 
actions of great conſequence ſhould be performed. 
The objects of prophecy have reſpected the four 
great empires of the world—the people of the 
Jews, with their city and temple—other nations 
around them—the perſon and ſufferings of the 
Meſſiah, with the extent and glory of his king- 
dom in the world—the riſe and ruin of popery— 
and laſtly, the internal characters of all mankind 
in every period of time, with the glory and ter- 
ror of the reſurrection, and the final iſſue of all 
the councils and purpoſes of Gon. 


The MORAL CHARACTER of the penmen conſiſts 
in thoſe diſtinguiſhing qualities, or virtues and 
graces of their minds, and the peculiar tenor of 
their conduct, which evidently ſhew their con- 
nexion with Gop and commiſſion from him as his 
ſervants. This appears with the brighteſt light 
in the human and divine perfections of the ſon 
of Gov. 


I. We now return to the moſt pleaſing views of 
the GooDNEss of the DOCTRINE, LAWS, and BLES- 
SINGS of Scripture, to promote effectually the ſal- 
vation and happineſs of mankind, 


I will introduce my ſubje& with the thoughts 
of the excellent and amiable Mr. Matth. Henry, 
who ſpeaks thus: The Scripture proves its 
run authority and original both to the wiſe 

F.£S :.4 « and 
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and to the unwiſe. Even to the unwiſe, and 
leaſt thinking -part of mankind, it is abundantly 
proved by the many unconteſtable MRA ES 
wrought by Moſes and the prophets, Chriſt and 
his apoſtles, for the confirmation of its truths 
and laws. It would be an intolerable reproach 
to ETERNAL TRUTH to ſuppoſe this divine ſeal 
affixed to a lie. 


* Beſides this, to the more wiſe and thinking, 
to the more conſiderate and contemplative, it 
recommends itſelf by thoſe inNaTE EXCELLEN= 
cries which are SELF-EVIDENT .CHARACTERISTICS 
of its DIVINE ORIGINAL. If we look with atten- 
tion, we ſhall ſoon be aware of Gop's image and 
ſuperſcription upon it, A mind rightly diſpoſed, 
by an humble ſincere ſubjection to its maker, 
will eaſily diſcover the image of Gop's wiſdom in 
the awful depth of its myſteries—the image of 
his ſovereignty in the commanding majeſty of its 
ſtyle—the image of his unity in the wonderful 
harmony and ſymmetry of all its parts the 
image of his holineſs in the unſpotted purity of 
its precepts and the image of his G6oopNsss in 
the manifeſt tendency of the whole to the welfare 
and happineſs of mankind in both worlds : in 
ſhort, it is a work that fathers itſelf.“ And as 
atheiſts, ſo deiſts, notwithſtanding their vain- 
glorious pretenſions to REASON, as if wiſdom muſt 
die with them, run themſelves upon the groſſeſt 


and 


® Preface to Expoſition, vol. x, 
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and moſt diſhonourable aBSURDITIES imaginable : 
for if the Scriptures be not the word of Gop, then 
there is no divine revelation now in the world, 
no diſcovery at all of God's mind concerning our 
duty and happineſs : ſo that if any man in the 
world was ever ſo deſirous and ſolicitous to do 
his maker's will, he muſt, without remedy, periſh 
in the ignorance of it, ſince there is no book but 
this that will undertake to tell him what it is; a 
conſequence which can by no means be reconciled 
to the idea we have of the piviNE GOODNESS. 
And (which is no leſs an abſurdity) if the Scrip- 
tures be not really a divine revelation, they are 
certainly as great a cheat as ever was put upon 
the world. But we have no reaſon to think them 
ſo ; for bad men would never write ſo good a 
book, nor would Satan have ſo little ſubtilty as 
to help to caſt out Satan; and good men would 
never do ſo ill a thing as to counterfeit the broad 
ſeal of heaven, and to affix it to a patent of their 
own framing, though in itſeif never ſo juſt: no, 
theſe are not the words of him that hath a devil.” 
Thus far Mr, Henry. 


In order to diſcern the tranſcendent goodneſs 
and beauty of the holy Scriptures, let us pro- 
ceed, by regular ſteps, to conſider what are the 
principal wants and wiſhes of a rational and im. 
mortal foul, who knows its true ſtate in the pre- 
ſent life, and its greateſt intereſts with regard to 


2 a vaſt 
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a vaſt eternity juſt before us, and to which we 
are haſtening as faſt as the rapid flight of time 
can carry us. Now, certainly, it muſt be my 
firſt enquiry, © Where is God my maker? and 
how ſhall I know him fo as to love him, re- 
ſemble him, and enjoy his favour for ever?“ 
We have already proved the utter inſufficiency 
of reaſon to lead us to the true knowledge of 
Gop. Contemplation III. Now nothing is of 
ſo great and dear importance to me as to keep 
continually in my ſoul a clear, diſtin, and“ 
ſtrong idea of the amiable and venerable cha- 
rater of Gop. No religion can riſe in a ſoul 
without this : no true religion can make any 
progreſs in a 10ul without this: *tis eſſential to 
all religion and happineſs to keep up a lovely 
and lively idea of Gon, as the firſt fair, the firſt 
wonderful, the firſt amiable, the firſt adorable 
and the laſt end of my exiſtence. 


Knowledge is the conception of ideas, and 
comparing them to ſee their agreement or dif- 
ference. The firſt of all kinds of knowledge 1 
want is the conception of right ideas of Gop and 
my own ſoul, in order that I may diſcern my 

duty to him, and happineſs in him. | 
We want, therefore, above all things, ſuch 
diſcoveries of Gop as are plain and eaſy to the 
capacities of my ſoul, and to the capacities of all 
mankind. The certainty of God's perfections 
and the uſes of them, muſt be made clear and 
pleaſing to the human mind. We 
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We need a particular and ſpecial knowledge 
of God, ſuch as will produce and cheriſh a pe- 
culiar love and veneration for him; general 
notions, however extenſive, are not ſufficient. 
To conceive, on the whole, that Gop is the 
BEST and the GREATEST, is not enough for our 
ſpecial purpoſes and vaſt affairs with Go. We 
muſt, in every ſort of actions, have a peculiar 
eye to Gop, as ever preſent, ever attentive to 
our ſouls : yea, in each particular action, we 
need ſuch knowledge of Gop as may influence, 
guide, and animate us to that regard which is 
due to him in that kind of actions, or that par- 
ticular action we are performing before him. 


We want a large and comprehenſive knowledge 
of Gop, in order to anſwer the grand ends of 
religion, wiſdom, and happineſs. Religion is 
not confined to one particular ſort of actions, 
but muſt run through all our temper at all times, 
and through all our conduct in all places: and, 
therefore, there muſt be a knowledge not merely 
of one or two perſections of the divine nature, 
but we muſt have a real ſenſe and conception of 
all the natural attributes, and the glorious and 
beautiful properties which conſtitute God's Jovely 


' MORAL CHARACTER, 


Tis true, indeed, Gop cannot be compre- 
hended in all or in any of his perfections: but 


we mult have a juſt ſenſe and a clear idea of thoſe 
. attributes 
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attributes and rights of Gop, which require our 
regard in our particular actions, ſo far as theſe 
glorious properties are the ground of our venera- 
tion and devout affection. As for inſtance ; to 
engage me to truſt or confide in Gov, I muſt 
know ſomething of his omnipreſence and his 
almighty power, his ſpecial care of me, and his 
minute attention to all my affairs and wants, 
with his faithfulneſs to all his promiſes. To 
excite me at any time to pray to Gop, I muſt be 
perſuaded of his vaſt knowledge, his perfect 
wiſdom, and his abundant willingneſs to hear 
my prayers and attend to .the ardent emotions 
of my heart : I muſt know his unwearied power 
and active affection to aſſiſt me in the petitions I 
offer to him. To allure and perſuade me to love 
Gop, I muſt know the beauty of his character, 
as the moſt excellent being ; his fitneſs to do me 
good, as a bountiful rewarder of them that 
diligently ſeek him; his fitneſs and worthineſs 
to receive all good, as he is the beſt of beings ; 
and I muſt feel his intimate and kind relations to 
my ſoul- To engage me to yield a cordial obe- 
dience to him, I muſt know his authority over 
me, 'feel my dependence upon his. will and ab- 
ſolute dominion ; and that he, as the ever-preſent 
Gop, determines my exiſtence, powers, actions, 
and happineſs, from moment to moment. I 
I muſt ſee the nature and reaſonableneſs of the 

| laws 
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laws he has ſtamped with his majeſty, and in- 
ſcribed with his adorable dignity : and that he 
has fixed a law to all the inmoſt powers of my 
nature; a law to all the particular actions of my 
life. Thus 'tis clear as the light of the meridian 
ſun, that different actions require different views 
of God, in order to their juſt and beautiful re- 
gulation: and as all a man's actions are under 
the rule of Gop, ſo there muſt be a large and 
comprehenſive knowledge of Gop to guide, re- 
gulate, and urge him forward in the whole courſe 
of action, to the glory of Gov, and his own final 
happineſs. * 

We need durable conceptions of Gop, or abiding 
knowledge on the foul, Our minds are exceed- 
ingly weak to receive juſt and amiable ideas of 
Gop, weak to diſcern his tranſcendent beauty, 
and weak to retain the pleaſing notices of a Gop : 
we have need, therefore, of perpetual impreſſions, 
and new repreſentations of Gop every hour. No 
man can gain theſe new impreſſions but from the 
word and fpirit of Gop, 


We are under an indiſpenſible neceſſity to have 
renewed impreſſions of the ſpirituality, ſimplicity 
and immutability of the divine nature. That he 
is infinite in eſſence, called omnipreſence; in- 
finite in duration, called eternity; as an active, 
and operative ſpirit, in a ſtate of active exiſtence, 
ſtiled the life of Gop and omnipotence. We 


G g have 
® Halyburton againſt Deiſts, p. 4850. 
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have need of an inceſſant idea of God, as a ra- 
tional and underſtanding ſpirit; a being of 
omniſcience and wiſdom, exerciſing freedom and 
independency in all his actions, ſtiled ſovereignty 
and dominion. 


We are under an indiſpenſible neceſſity to have 
a deep and durable impreſſion of the grandeur 
and beauty of the affections of Gov, as a ſpirit 
of love, grace, mercy, hatred, anger, wrath, and 
forbearance. 


And a deep and durable ſenſe of the lovely 
qualities and glorious virtues of Gon, which 
render him moſt beautiful and attractive to the 
fouls of ſerious chriſtians, is abſolutely needful 
to keep the will in a ſtate of attachment to him. 
Such are his goodneſs, holineſs, juſtice, truth, 
ſincerity, and faithfulneſs ; and the completion 
of his whole character as an all-ſufficient Goo, 
full of glory, bleſſedneſs, and joy, with the de- 
light of Gop in his own wonderful manner of 
ſubſiſtence. 


Theſe are the grand things of Gop which we 
need to have immediately preſent every moment 
with our minds: and thanks be to Gop, that a 
rich and an' abundant proviſion is made in the 
glorious goſpel for this precious, this excellent, 
this divine and delicate ſenſe of things. 


O!] thou moſt wiſe, wonderful, and adorable 
Loxp Gov, what do we owe thee for the diſ- 
coveries 
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coveries of thy goſpel ! We will here give what 
I would ſtile 


The ſublime and beautiful cuarRacTer of GOD. 


God is a ſpirit, John iv. 24. Thou art the 
ſame. Pſ. 102, I change not. Malachi iii. 6. 
In him is no variableneſs or ſhadow of turning. 
James i. 17. He is of one mind, and who can 
turn him. Job xxiii. 13. He is not far from 
every one of us: in him we live, move, and have 
our being. Acts xvii, Whither ſhall I go from 
thy preſence? Pſ. 139. Can any hide himſelf in 
ſecret places that I ſhall not ſee him, do not I 
fill heaven and earth, faith the Loxo? Jer. xxiii. 
24. The everlaſting Gop. Gen. xxi. The king 
eternal, immortal. 1 Tim. i. 17. From ever- 
laſting to everlaſting, thou art Gop. Pſ. xc, 
The living Gop, and ſtedfaſt for ever. Dan. vi. 
26, The life of Gop. Eph. iv. The living 
Gob. Deut. v. 26. I praiſed and honoured him 
that liveth for ever. Dan. iv. 34. With thee is 
the fountain of life. Pſ. xxxvi. 9. The almighty 
Gov. Gen. xvii. 1. He is ſtiled the armrcuty 
thirty times in the book of Job only; and 
ſeventy times in the whole Bible. Great is our 
Lok, and of great power: his underſtanding is 
infinite. Pf, cxIvii. 5. All things are naked and 
open to the eyes of him with whom we have to 
do. Heb. iv. Thou, Gop, ſeeſt me. Gen. xvi. 
13. Known unto Gop are all his works, from 

G g 2 eternity. 
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eternity. Acts xv. 18. (The original) I, the 
Loxd, ſearch the heart; I try the reins, Jer. 
xvil. 10. The only wiſe Gop. Rom. xvi. 27. 
He charged his angels with folly. Job. iv. 18. 
O! the depth of the riches of the wiſdom and 
knowledge of Gop Rom. xi. 33. The molt 
high Gop, poſſeſſor of heaven and earth. Gen. 
xiv. 19, He doth according to his will in the 
armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth: none can ſtay his hand, or ſay unto 
him, What doſt thou? Dan. iv. 35. He giveth 
not account of any of his matters. Job xxxiii. 13. 
He worketh all things according to the counſel 
of his own will. Eph. i. 11. Gop is light, and 
in him is no darkneſs at all, 1. John i. 5. Gop 
is love. 1 John iv. 8. The exceeding riches of 
his grace. Eph. ii. 7. Gop who is rich in mercy, 
for his great love wherewith he loved us. Eph, 
ii. 4. The Logp Gop, gracious and merciful, 
abundant in goodneſs and truth. Exod. xxxiv. 
6. 7. The riches of his goodneſs, forbearance, 
and long-ſuffering ; the goodneſs of Gop leadeth 
thee to repentance, Rom. ii. 4. Gop is angry 
with the wicked every day, PC. vii. 11. The 
heat of his great anger. Deut, xxix. 24. The 
indignation of his anger. Iſai. xxx. 30. The 
fury of his anger. Iſai. xlii. 25. The fierceneſs 
of mine anger. Hoſ, xi, 9. Gov is willing to 
ſnew his wrath. Rom. ix. 22. Gop is jealous, 
and 


1 


and the Lord revengeth: the Loxp revengeth 
he will take vengeance on his adverſaries, and 
reſerveth wrath for his enemies. Nahum i. 2—8. 
This is one of the moſt ſublime and awful paſ- 
ſages in the book of Gop! Thou hateſt all 
workers of iniquity, Pf. v. 5. Let none imagine 
evil love no falſe oath : for all theſe are things 
that I hate, faith the Lorp. Zech. viii. 17, 
O! do not this abominable thing that I hate. 
Jer. xliv. 4. Holy, holy, holy is the Lorp of 
hoſts; the whole earth is full of his glory. 
Ifa. vi. 3. Glorious in holineſs. Exod. xv. 
The BzauTy of holineſs. 2 Chron. xx. 21. He 
is ſtiled the nol v ons of Iſrael twenty-two times 
in Iſaiah only. Holy, holy, holy Loxp Gop 
Almighty, Rev. iv. O! Lorp my Gop, mine 
holy one—thou art of purer eyes than to behold 
evil: and canſt not look on iniquity. Habak. 1. 
12, 13. None holy as the Logo, 1 Sam. ii. 2. 
I will be jealous for my holy name. Ezek. xxxix. 
25. N. B. Jealouſy denotes reſentment for the 
deareſt thing: and it is altogether impoſſible, 
that Gop ſhould not love, in the tendereſt man- 
ner, both himſelf, and his majeſty, holineſs, and 
glory : he cannot conceal or deny his own per- 
fections, nor will he endure to look like a ſinner 
for one moment to eternity. Shall not the judge 
of all the earth do right? Gen. xviii. 25. The 
Loxo is juſt: I and my people are wicked. 

Exod, 
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Exod. ix. 27, The Lon is righteous in all his 
ways, and holy in all his works. PT. cxlv.' 17. 
Righteous art thou, O Lord ! when I plead with 
thee. Jer. xii. 1. O Lord! the great and dread- 
ful Goo righteouſneſs belongeth unto thee, but 
unto us confuſion of faces. Dan. ix. 4—7, There 
is no unrighteouſneſs in him. Pſ. xcii. 15. Is 
there unrighteouſneſs with Gop ? Gop forbid. 
Rom. ix. 14. Is Gov unrighteous who taketh 
vengeance? Gop. forbid. Rom. iii. 5. Gop is 
not unrighteous to forget your work and labour 
of love. Heb. vi. 10. It is a righteous thing 
with Gop to render tribulation to them that 
trouble his people. 2 Theſ. i. 6. Gop is juſt, 
and the juſtifier of him that beheves in Jeſus. 
Rom. iii. Gov is juſt to forgive us our fins, and 
to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs. 1 John 
i. 9. Let Gop be true, and every man a lyar. 
Rom. iii. 4. Abundant in truth. Exod, xxxiv. 6. 
The only true Gop. John xvii. 3. A Gop of 
truth. Deut. xxxii. 4. or in the original, Gop 
THE TRUTH. The words of cob are pure words, 
purified ſeven times. Pf. xii. 6. A faithful 
Gop. Deut. vii. 9. Great is thy faithfulneſs. 
Lam. iii. 23. The faithful creator. 1 Pet. iv. 
19. Gop is faithful. 1 Theſ. v. 24. He is 
faithful to forgive us our ſins. 1 John i. 9. Gop 
cannot lie. Titus 1. 2, Tis impoſſible for Goo 
to lie. Heb. vi. 18. Not one thing hath failed 

of 


[ 239 


of all the good things which the Loxp your Gop 
ſpake concerning you : all are come to paſs unto 
you; not one thing hath failed thereof. Joſh. 
xxiii. 14. There hath not failed one word of all 
his GOOD PROMISES. 1 Kings viii. 56. Gob is 
ſelf-exiſtent, ſelf-ſufficient, ſelf-ſatisfied, and all- 
ſufficient, for the happineſs of his creatures. Can 
a man be profitable to Gop ? Is it any gain to 
him. Job xxii. 2, 3. xxxv. 7, 8. He needeth 
nothing. He giveth life and breath, and all 
things. Acts xvii. 25. Your father is perfect. 
Math. v. 48. Govp, bleſſed for ever. Rom. i. 25. 
The bleſſed and only potentate, dwelling in that 
light which no man hath ſeen or can ſee. 1 Tim. 
vi. 15. 

Gop is AN HAPPY BEING; pleaſed with him- 
ſelf, and rejoicing in his own perfections. Every 
thing that can make a happy being 1s to be found 
in Gop. He muſt be infinitely bleſſed and happy, 
and nothing can impair his bleſſedneſs. Think 
of every thing that can conſtitute happineſs, and 
it is to be found in Gov, in its full perfection.“ 


1. Does happineſs lie in grandeur and domi- 
nion? His empire is univerſal and eternal. 


2. Does it lie in wealth and riches? All the 
riches of the univerſe are in his poſſeſſion, 


3. Does it conſiſt in wiſdom and knowledge? 
There are all the oceans of wiſdom in Gop. 


4. Does 


* Dr, Gill's Body of Divinity, vol, 1. p. 211, 
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4. Does it lie in might, power, and ſtrength? 
Incomparable and immenſe power belongs to 
Gon, 


5. Does happineſs lie in pleaſure, joy, and 
unbounded delights? In God's preſence is ful- 
neſs of joy and pleaſures for evermore. 


6. Does happineſs conſiſt in the higheſt honour, 
dignity, and eternal fame? Gop's honour is in- 
finite, his dignity is undiminiſhable, and his fame 
increaſing to eternity. All the beſt and brighteſt 
beings in the univerſe inceſſantly behold and ce- 
lebrate his glory, whilſt Gop himſelf feels the 
higheſt joy in his own exiſtence, and delights in 
the proſpects of the everlaſting happineſs of his 
ſaints and angels. 


Let me intreat you, my dear reader, to ſtand 
ſtill and conſider the beautiful character of this 
lovely and adorable Gon, a moſt pure ſpirit, un- 
bounded by time, and therefore eternal ; un- 
bounded by ſpace, and therefore omnipreſent ; 
unbounded in power, and therefore omnipotent ; 
having a preſence of power which no force can 
withſtand, a preſence of wiſdom which no craft 
can deceive, and a preſence of goodneſs, love, 
and bounty, which all the immortal capacities 
of men and angels can never exhauſt. A living 
ſelf· active ſpirit, a ſpirit of infinite life without 
limits, of eternal life without end, immutable 
life without change, and of perfe& life without 
10 defect. 
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defect. A ſpirit that can produce the moſt 
aſtoniſhing effects in a moment through heaven, 
earth, and hell; and can make, or move, or 
deſtroy, a world with a thought. A ſpirit that 
has the keeneſt abhorrence of all moral impurity, 
and a complacency in the righteouſneſs and good- 
neſs of his own nature, and a delight in every 
rational creature that hath any degree of beauti- 
ful reſemblance to himſelf, A ſpirit who wills 
and operates according to the ſhining purity of 
his divine perfections. A ſpirit who hath an in- 
variable will to communicate good to the up- 
right, and inflict evil on the wicked; who has a 
will to puniſh fin with ſhame, and pain, and 
death; who has denounced the moſt dreadful 
threatenings that he will do it, and will terribly 
diſplay the actual executions of his wrath. A 
ſpirit that ſcorns all diſſimulation and diſguiſes, 
that. can neither deceive nor be deceived. A 
ſpirit of the moſt upright intentions of heart, 
who gives the moſt fair repreſentations of his 
mind without any reſerve, who hath no duplicity 
of conduct, and preſerves one uniform character 
to eternity. A ſpirit of abſolute dominion over 
all worlds, who has a right to make what crea- 
tures he pleaſes, has a right to govern all the 
creatures he has made, and hath a right to diſ- 
poſe of all the creatures he doth govern. A 
* of great long · ſuffering with provoking 
H h ſinners, 


* 
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finners, but whoſe patience will have an end in 
the ſinner's happineſs or final deſtruction. A 
ſpirit who exerciſes a providence over all his 
creatures ; and this providence is nothing but 
the infinite wiſdom, invariable rectitude, im- 
menſe goodneſs, almighty power, and inviolable 
truth and ſincerity of Goo, diſplayed in the pre- 
ſervation and government of all the worlds of 
creatures which he hath brought into exiſtence, 


Ihis is ſuch a character of Gop that (if any 

thing leſs than ſpecial grace were ſufficient) 
would teach an atheilt to min and make 4 
devil adore. 


This is the lovely idea of Gop's beaudtful 
character in Scripture, and what man of ſenfe 
and integrity is there to be found who is not 
aftoniſhed and delighted with it! what book, be- 
fides the Bible, ever exhibited ſuch a picture of 
conſummate beauty and lovelineſs! But we will 
endeavour to ſhew, from Scripture itſelf, that, 
in the xeEDExPTION of man, Gon has made an 
aſtoniſhing ayvancemenT on the BEAUTY and 
GLORY of his own CHARACTER, and has rendered 
himſelf more venerable, more amiable, more 
adorable, than he could have been in heaven, 
in the eyes of the angels of Gop, to eternity: 
yea, we will advance a ſtep farther, and dare to 
affirm, that if Gop had called into exiſtence A 
fiyofand more worlds, ſtocked with creatures of 

8 the 
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the higheſt order of rational powers, and the 
greateſt ſplendor of holineſs, ſtill he could not 
have been known in all the glories of his charac- 
ter in the manner he has now diſcovered himſelf 
in the REDEMPTION of man. 

Here, and no where elſe, we ſee the loſt proſ- 
pects of Gop's moral perfections reſtored with 
additional ſplendor and beauty, beyond all that 
reaſon, in a ſtate of innocence, ever knew. 

You ſee wisbom beam forth in all its glory in 
the redemption of loſt man ! See here the oppo- 
fite demands of juſtice and mercy reconciled and 
gratified: both gratified to the very uttermoſt | 
See here the honour and righteouſneſs of the law 
aſſerted and vindicated in all its pure precepts 
and dreadful penalties. We ſee the precepts all 
obeyed, and the penalties all executed in their 
fulleſt terror and glory. 

Here you ſee Gop diſplaying two oppolite 
affections at the ſame moment and in the ſame 
act; that is to ſay, the keeneſt hatred and indigna- 
tion at ſin, and the moſt ardent love to the ſinner. 

You ſee here the powers of darkneſs vanquiſh- 
ed, and the ſubtilty of hell defeated, by the 
ſame nature that Satan had ruined, and in a 
method quite above the capacity of the devil to 
underſtand, or even for one moment to imagine: 

this ſtrips him of the pride of his underſtanding, 


and 
* See Charnock on Wiſdom. 
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and lays his craft and malice open to eternal 
contempt and abhorrence. 


You ſee the wiſdom of God, in this moſt 
glorious method of ſalvation, giving us the 
ſureſt ground of conſolation, and the moſt pun- 
gent motives to holy obedience. Here we have 
STRONG CONSOLATION, that is v/F0rious to con- 
quer all oppoſition and triumph over every diſcou- 
ragement, and durable to outlive all decay, and 
furvive the ruins of the univerſe. We have here 
the moſt pungent motives to the moſt ſhining pu- 
rity of holineſs, ariſing from the tender mercies 

of Gon, the redeeming blood of Chriſt, and the 
vital preſence of the ſpirit of Gop in the ſou 
motives addreſſed to all the moſt lively ſprings 
of action and gratitude in the heart. 


Lou ſee here the wiſdom of Gop in ordering 
the fitteſt way of enjoying all the bleſſings of 
ſalvation ; not by meer ſpeculative and barren 
knowledge, which would produce no fruits of 

_ gratitude, love, zeal, and obedience; not in the 
way of a covenant of works, to be performed by 
man as the condition of eternal happineſs—this 
would puff a fallen creature up with pride, or 
fink him in utter deſpair; it would eclipſe the 
glory of abſolute grace, and render the ſinner's 
happineſs precarious, yea, indeed, impoſſible. 
But Gov has appointed vital faith of his opera- 
tion and gift, as the general receiver of all Gop's 
bleſſings 3 


[ 245 J 


bleſſings ; and at the ſame time teaches us to 
work by love, and bring forth the richeſt fruits 
of righteouſneſs, which are - by Jeſus Chriſt, to 
the praiſe and glory of Gop. 

You ſee here the wiſdom of Gop in the free 
and full proclamation of this ſalvation, as an act 
of the moſt boundleſs goodneſs, and in the moſt 
winning addreſſes to men, in order to apply this 
ſalvation to their immortal ſouls, in the ſweeteſt 
methods of rational perſuaſion and attractive 
love. 

You ſee the coopwess of Gop, in all its me- 
ridian ſplendor and beauty, beam forth in our re- 
demption. Gov's inclinations and active powers 
are all influenced by goodneſs, and terminate in 
contriving and accompliſhing the recovery of loſt 
man to an unbounded happineſs in the fruition 
of Gop. * 

You ſee goodneſs the original ſpring of our 
whole ſalvation, and you fee here an higher de- 
gree of goodneſs to man than was ſhewn to the 
fallen, or even to the ſtanding angels ; nay, higher 
ſtill; here are greater diſplays of goodneſs than 
were manifeſted, for a time, to the Son of Gop 
himſelf, 

You ſee here the pureſt and moſt intenſe good- 
neſs forming the firſt reſolution to redeem. This 
is ſuch a miracle of goodneſs, that it is above all 
admiration, 'tis more than unſpeakable, tis more 


than full of glory You 
* Sce Charnock on Goodneſs, 
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Tou ſee here the loſt proſpects of infinite good- 
ne reſtored and enlarged unexpreſſibly beyond 
what man in innocence ever ſaw with all the powers 
of his bright underſtanding. Thoſe proſpects of 
the good and amiable nature of Gop were dread- 
fully withdrawn on man's vile apoſtacy, but are 
now reſtored with a thouſand-fold advantage, to 
the wonder and joy of men and angels 


You ſee here Gop giving us a greater gift than 
all worlds, in ſending his own ſon to redeem us: 
you ſee him given to reſcue us by death of the 
moſt dreadful kind, and exalted and honoured 
for his humiliation and diſgrace in acting and 
ſuffering for us! 


How marvellouſly does this goodneſs appear, 
conſidering the firſt act of treaſon and revolt from 
Gop, and man's black ingratitude and rebellion 
ever ſince. He could have fallen no lower at firſt 
unleſs he had fallen into hell; and the temper 
and conduct of mankind, in all ages, hath been 
an avowal of the firſt horrible offence. 


You ſee higher wonders ſtill : the unutterable 
goodneſs of Gop in the very higheſt advancemenc 
af our nature in Chriſt, after it had ſo dreadfully 
affronted his infinite majeſty ; and likewiſe in 
dignifying our perſons with the moſt endearing 
and honourable union to his eternal Son, as our 
vital head. This aſtoniſhing conduct of Gop 
appears to be the uttermoſt exertion of Gop's 

unfathomable 
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unfathomable love and grace; it puts the very 
higheſt honour on our ſouls and bodies, it raiſes 
them to ſuch a dignity and glory as exceeds all 
the powers of language to expreſs, or the minds 
of angels to conceive: and if we add the con- 
ſideration of the adoption of our perſons to be 
the ſons and daughters of Gop, what can we ſay ? 
but Ol the depth of the wiſdom, and knowledge, 
and goodneſs of Gop ! 

In this moſt glorious and aſtoniſhing ſalvation, 
you ſee ſtill farther the goodneſs of Gov in its 
meridian or noon-tide ſplendor and beauty in this 
point of view, (viz.) Gop reſtores us to a more 
excellent ſtate of holineſs and dignity than man 
had in innocence at his firſt creation ! We have 
a more intenſe union with God, a more vivid 
image of God ſtamped upon our ſouls, a brighter 
reſemblance of all God's moral perfections; and 
what is richer ill, we have the infallible dura- 
tion of this holineſs ſecured to us beyond a 
ſecond forfetture and loſs : we have a more 
boundleſs and durable felicity than man poſſeſſed 
in Paradiſe, and an eternity of empire in God, 
as laſting as his nature and immortal life. 

God's rational and ſweet perſuaſions of man 
to receive and poſſeſs all this happineſs are equal 
to his unutterable love in, providing it. Here 
goodneſs ſhines in its brighteſt tadiante and 
attractive Charms, 


In 
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In the redemption of mankind we ſee the bright 
and burning xoLIEss of Gop ſhine out with the 
utmoſt ſplendor and beauty. Never did the 
ſhining purity of Gop's perfections flame out 
with ſuch dazzling glory as in the ſalvation of 
finners by the Loxp Jrsus Cunisr. Here we 
ſec the eternal conſciouſneſs that Gob has of his 
own dignity and excellence, which fills him with 
an infinite zeal for his own majeſty, dominion, 
and glory. Here we ſee the radiant brightneſs 
af the divine eſſence, and his invariable diſlike of 
all moral impurity and diſorder in his empire, and 
his keeneſt hatred of all the violations of the 
order and beauty preſcribed in his holy law. 
Here we ſee, that as power is his arm, omni- 
ſcience his eye, mercy his bowels, and eternity 
his duration, ſo holineſs is the beauty and life of 
Gor : and as ſincerity is the life and luſtre” of 
every grace in a chriſtian, ſo pvrITY is the life 
and ſplendor of every attribute in Gon. With- 
out holineſs his patience would be an indulgence 
in fin, his mercy a fondneſs, his wrath a madneſs, 
his power a tyranny, his wiſdom an unworthy 
craft, his juſtice a cruelty ; but his holineſs gives 
a decorum and beauty to all his perfections, and 
renders him incapable of acting unlike a Gon. 
Tis the enlivening ſpirit which ſpreads a glory 
and order through them all—'tis the crown 
and glory of the Godhead——'tis the life of 

* 
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all God's decrees, and the brightneſs of all his 
actions. Nothing is thought of or decreed -by 
him; nothing is acted by him; nothing is de- 
clared, propoſed, promiſed, threatened, or fore- 
told by kim in his word, but what is worthy the 
dignity, and becoming the honour of this attri- 
bute. His law is ſpiritual and holy in the higheſt 
degree; reaching to the very eſſence, life, and 
powers of the ſoul, and all the inward bents, in- 
clinations, and actings of the heart. This law 
preſcribes bounds to the ſpirits of men, obliging 
them to inward conformity to it in all their mo- 
tions and affections. Not a fingle motion of a 
thought; nor the quality of a thought, nor the 
property and circumſtance of a thought, in the 
foul of man, but falls under the cognizance of 
this ſpiritual; extenſive, and immutable law. 
And in the ſufferings of Chriſt, who was made 
under the law, and who redeemed us from the 
curſe of the law; being made a curſe for us; 
Gal. iii. 13. we ſee the holineſs of Gop ſhine 
out with a brighter luſtre than it had done before 
for four thouſand years in all the terrible judg- 
ments of God on the guilty nations and empires 
of the world. 

Go had an ardent and infinite deſire to have 
his holineſs honoured to the uttermoſt, in the 
ſufferings and death of his ſon ; and his holy 


nature ſhone out brighter on the croſs than had 
11 been 
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been ſhewn in heayen amongſt the holy angels 
for thouſands of years, And we may go a ſtep 
farther, and affirm, that in this method of E- 
DEMPT1ON by the death of the Son of Gon, his 
holineſs in the moſt intenſe hatred of fin appears 
10 be valued above all his other glorious per- 
feftions, Tea, farther, it appeared for a time 
to be valued above Chriſt himſelf ; and what is 
Rill more aſtoniſhing, if poſſible, Chriſt appears 
to have valued the holinefs of Gop above his 
own life, blood, and character: yea, farther, he 
was willing to have his own divinity eclipſed for 
8 time, that Gop's holineſs might ſhine out with 
the brighter blaze in the hatred and puniſhment 
of ſin. The holineſs of Gop had powerful 
reaſons for not being neglected in the ſalvation 
of finful man; and it is-an awful truth, but we 
muſt expreſs it, if Gop had not fhewn ſuch-zeal 
for his own purity, he would have concealed and 
deſpiſed his own life, and have looked like a 
inner to eternity. 

The jvsrrex of Gop ſhines wonderfully in our 
redemption. Divine juſtice is a certain and pe- 
culiar manifeſtation of his holineſs in the govern- 
ment of his rational creatures ; by which, as the 
ſupreme law-giver, he preſcribes equal and fit 
laws; and as the ſupreme judge, he diſpenſes 
equal rewards and juſt puniſhments. 

© Gop alone is fit to fill and manage fo great a 
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province as that of giving laws to the whole 
world of ſouls and angels, There is none like 
unto thee, O! king of nations. Jer. x. 6, 7. 
His preſervation of all things every moment, and 
his determining our rational exiftence, powers, 
ations, and happineſs, from moment to moment, 
with the profuſion of bleffings he beftows every 
minute of our life, give him a juſt title to abſo- 
lute dominion over all: and his glorious per- 
fections of wiſdom, power, holineſs, and juſtice, 
do not only fit him for government, but muft 
make his rule over us the moſt defirable and de- 
lightful to all who! underſtand their own intereſt 
and happineſs. His dominion over us, and in 
our ſouls, is the moſt rational, lovely, beautiful, 
and endearing government that men or angels can 
conceive or defire to eternity. *Tis the trueſt and 
ſweeteſt intereſt of man chearfully to obey his 
Gon : and no man can break the bounds of 
God's law till he acts in direct contradiction to 
his very ſoul, and he muſt be guilty of a mad 
outrage on all his beſt powers and intereſts for 
eternity. Theſe are thoughts that deſerve our 
utmoſt attention in every minute of our life. 

In our redemption we ſee the Son of Gon 
yielding the moſt perfect aſſent of underſtanding, 
and conſent of will, to the holineſs and juſtice of 
the nature of Gop ; and freely and fully reſtoring 


® See Halyburton's Great Concern, 23n0, * 
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all the rights of Gon, which ſinners had violently 

and inſolently taken away. And we ſee the juſt 
Gop, for four thouſand years before his death, 
admitting no ſouls to happineſs but upon the 
credit of a payment in blood, even the blood of 
the Son of Gon. 

Not the ſoul of a patriarch, of a prophet, of 
a great king, of a great ſtateſman, who faced 
lions; and heroes who dared the flames for Gov: 
nor apoſtles and martyrs, rolled and dipped in 
their own blood, could procure the leaſt accept- 
ance with divine holineſs and juſtice, or admiſſion 
into the glory of heaven, but on the bond and 
oath, and payment in blood of the Lord Jeſus, 

And we may proceed till farther and ſee the 
tremendous and adorable Gop preferring the 
glory of his juſtice above the diſplay of love to 
his eternal ſon. It appeared for a time, that 
Gov's affection and zeal for his own juſtice ex- 
ceeded his eſteem and value for his divine and 
glorious Son; and Chriſt appeared to have a 
greater love for Gop's juſtice than he had for his 
own ſoul, character, and blood. 

What objects are theſe revealed in this moſt 
glorious and immortal volume] Who can for 
one moment believe, or with patience endure to 
hear that theſe are cunningly-deviſed fables, 
invented by bad men to put a cheat upon the 
werld | No, firs, theſe are the wonderful diſ- 

| coveries 
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coveries of the boundleſs wiſdom and love of 
Gop to periſhing mortals, to ſtrike all the 
paſſions of fear, hope, gratitude, pleaſure, am- 
bition, and glory, with the moſt perſuaſive and 
commanding energy. 

O! my dear fellow chriſtians, how ſhould you 
love Gop, and habitually rejoice in your dear 
redeemer for the grand diſcoveries he has made 
of the divine perfections, above all that men or 
angels could ever imagine 

How has Chriſt recovered, reſtored, and en- 
larged the loſt proſpects of Gob's juſtice and 
goodneſs, mercy, grace, and truth, to men on 
earth and angels in heaven, beyond what was 
known for thouſands of years before; yea, be- 
yond what will be known of Gop's juſtice in the 
conflagration of our world, and the damnation 
of devils and wicked men to eternity ! 


Here his whole name appears compleat ; 
Nor wit can gueſs, nor reaſon prove, 
Which of the letters beſt is writ, 
'The power, the juſtice, or the love. 
. 3 Dr. Warrs. 


The sWekRTry and FAITHFULNESS of Gop in 
our REDEMPTION ſhines out through heaven and 
earth with the brighteſt luſtre. Gop is the moſt 
ſincere being in the upright intentions of his 
heart; he is determined never to deceive his 

| OK creatures : 
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creatures : he is a being of infinite veracity, in 
ſpeaking his real ſenſe and thoughts of all things 
which concern himſelf and his creatures: he is a 
being of infinite faithfulnefs in his conduct, as his 
actions are conformable to his upright intentions, 
and the declarations of his words: ſo that the 
whole idea of the divine SINCERITY conſiſts in the 
upright intentions of his heart, the declarations 
of his mouth, the operation of his attributes, and 
the ſelf· conſiſtency of his conduct and character, 
without the leaſt degree of duplicity or fickle- 
neſs in his whole deportment in time or. to all 

eternity. 

Gop is ſincere by nature and principle, and 
not only by intereſt : for Gop, to be ſincere, is 
to be and to appear the ſame thing, to ſcorn all 
ſhiftings and diſguiſcs in his words of promiſe and 
threatenings, and in his conduct; fo that Gop's 
actions will bear the ſun-ſhine, and to be exa- 
mined in the cleareſt light of heaven itſelf, 


How raviſhing and delightful is the thought, 
O! believers, to conſider that Gop acts in fuch 
a manner, as that the ends and motive of every 
action, as well as the action itſelf, may bear the 
open light, even the day of eternal, meridian ſun- 
ſhine in glory. 

Gop- would not do an ill thing or fpeak a falſe 
word, although he was abſolutely fecure againſt 
all — of it by all creatures in heaven, 
| earth, 
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earth, and hell. Tis impoſlible for Gop to lye. 
Heb, vi. Gop cannot lye. Titus i. 2. All the 
ſprings of lying and fal ſhood are excluded from 
the nature and conduct of Gop. He cannot lye 
through any defect in his underſtanding ; there 
is no weakneſs, darkneſs, or prejudice and error 
in his mind. He cannot lye through any cor» 
ruption in his will; there is no wrong direction 
or vitious determination in his choice, He can- 
nat lye through any irregular paſſions in his heart. 
He has no extravagant ſelf- love, no vain ambi- 
tion, no unjuſt ſelf-admiration, nor raſh anger or 
unrighteous revenge, no avarice or covetouſneſi 
to tempt him to ſpeak a lye.— All the above 
ſprings of deceit and lying abound in the hearts of 
men and devils, but they can have no place in 
Gop; He cannot lye to keep what he poſſeſſes, 
or to get what he has not, or through ſhame to 
ſave himſelf from diſgrace, or deſire to increaſe 
his honour and fame, He cannot lye through 
fear and dread of a ſuperior power, or through 
weakneſs of nature or want of ſtrength, to be as 
good as his word. All theſe are ſprings of the 
moſt horrible -lying amongſt men, but they can 
never have place in God's heart or conduct. O 
reviving, raviſhing thought ! to true chriſtians; 
for Gop's fincerity is our immutable and im- 
mortal ſecurity ! 


The habitual and immutable. ſincerity and 
faithfulneſs 
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faithfulneſs of Gop conſiſt in his upright in- 
tention and aim to promote the holineſs and 
happineſs of every one of his people; without 
the leaſt variation or reluctance, at all times, 
and through the whole courſe of his providence 
and grace, without the leaſt thought or wiſh to 
the contrary entering into his heart. Nothing that 
God ſays or does interferes with our true ſanctifi- 
cation and happineſs ; nor does he purſue, as his 
main aim, any thing that ſhall hazard the ſalva- 
tion of his people, or render their happineſs 
doubtful in itſelf: the holineſs and felicity of 
their ſouls is actually Gop's intention in every 
action he performs in the natural and moral 
world, as well as in the church of Chriſt, 

| Gop ſpeaks the ſenſe of his own mind con- 
cerning all things in heaven, earth, and hell; he 
ſpeaks the real ſenſe of his own mind concerning 
all his perfections, and eſpecially with regard 
to his juſtice in his threatenings to the wicked, 
and likewiſe his goodneſs and grace in his pro- 
miſes to his people, as alſo concerning the glories 
bf his ſon's perſon and offices, and the perſon and 
operations of his eternal ſpirit. 


Gop gives an impartial, clear, and fair repre- 
ſentation of his whole heart, concerning all his 
rational creatures, without the leaſt reſerve or 
deceit, clearly expreſſing his thoughts, ſo as to 
leave us at no kind of loſs, what he will do with 

5 us, 
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us, "whit he will do for us, in this world and in 
eternity, if we ate his friends; ant what he will 
do with us and againſt us if we prove his final 
and impenitent enemies. I will here give a ſhort, 
but clear, copy of Gop's heart towards his people, 
and towards all thoſe that hate him, and live 
without Gob in the world.— The firſt I would 
ſtile, 
The pzcLaRAaTION of GOD's HEART towards 
his FRIENDS, 


I will be to them a Gop, and they-ſhall be to 
me a people. Heb. viii, 10. Iwill be their Gop, 
and they ſhall be my people. 2 Cor. vi. 16. 
Gop himſelf ſhall be with them, and be their 
Gop. Rev. xxi. 3. God is not aſhamed to be 
called their Gop, Heb. xi. 16, Ye ſhall be my 
people, and I will be your Gop, Jer. xxx. 22. 
I am your Gop, ſaith the Loxb. Ezek. xxxiv. 31. 
Fear thou not, I am thy Gow, Iſai. xli. 10. Thy 
maker is thy huſband z the Gov of the whole 
earth. liv. 5. This Gon is our Goo for ever 
and ever, Pſ. xlviii. 14 I will give them a 
heart to know me that I am the Loxo, and 
they ſhall return to me with their whole heart. 
Jer. xxiv. 7, I have loved thee with an ever- 
laſting love, therefore with loving kindneſs have 
I drawn thee. Jer. xxxi. 3. Precious in my 
- fight, and honourable, and I have loved thee. 
Ifai, xliii. 4. I will rejoice over them to do 

K k them 
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them good with my whole heart and my whole 
ſoul. Jer, xxxii. 41. I will love them freely. 
Hoſea xiv. 4. The Lord thy Gop in the midſt 
of thee. is mighty ; he will ſave; he will rejoice. 
over thee with joy; he will reſt in his love; he 
will joy over thee with ſinging, Zeph. iii. 17. 
The Loxp. delighterh in thee, Iſai. Ixii. 4. As 
the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, fo ſhall 
thy Gop rejoice over thee. Ver. 5. Herein is 
love, not that we loved Gor, but that he loved 
us. 1 John iv. 10. Gop is love; he that dwelleth 
in love, dwelleth in Gop, and Gop in him. 
1 John iv. 16. He ſhall feed his flock like a 
ſhepherd ; he ſhall gather the lambs with his 
arm, and carry them in his boſom, and gently 
lead. Ifai. xl. 11. If any man love me he ſhall 
be loved of my father, and I will love him, and 
will manifeſt myſelf to him ; and we will come to 
him, and make our abode with him. John xiv. 
18, 21. Truly our fellowſhip is with the father, 
and with his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, 1 John i. 3. If 
any man hear my voice, and open the door, 1 
will come in to him, and will ſup with him, and 
he with me. Rev. iii. 20. I will pour out my 
ſpirit unto you. Prov. 1. 23. My ſpirit ſhall 
not depart. Iſai. lix. 21. The ſpirit of the 
Loxp ſhall lift up a ſtandard againſt him. lix. 19. 
I will put my ſpirit within you, and cauſe you 
to walk in my ſtatutes, Ezek. xxxvi. 27, How 
| much 
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much more ſhall your heavenly father give the 
holy ſpirit to them that aſk him. Luke xi. 13. 
If thou kneweſt the gift of Gop—he would have 
given thee living water—the water that J ſhall 
give him, ſhall be in him a well of water ſpring- 
ing up to everlaſting life. John iv. 10—14. 
Out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living water 
—this ſpake he of the ſpirit. John vii. 38, 39. 
I will pray the father, and he ſhall give you 
another comforter ; even the ſpirit of truth— 
who ſhall teach you all things, and bring all 
things to your remembrance. John xiv. 16—26. 
Ye have received the ſpirit of adoption the 
ſpirit helpeth our infirmities. Rom. viii. 15, 26, 
The ſpirit beareth witneſs with our ſpirit. 
Ver. 16, Ye were ſealed with that holy ſpirit 
of promiſe. Eph. i. 13. The love of Gov is 
ſhed abroad in our hearts by the holy Ghoſt, 
which is given to us. Rom. v. 5. Another 
comforter ſhall abide with you for ever— ! will 
not leave you comfortleſs. John xiv. 16, 18. 
The kingdom of Gop is righteouſneſs and peace, 
and joy in the holy Ghoſt. Rom. xiv. 17. 


Theſe glorious declarations are a copy of Gop's' 
gracious heart towards his people on earth ; and 
it wil! be your wiſdom, as much as it is your 
duty and happineſs, O! believers, to revolve 
| theſe rich portions of the covenant of grace every 
we in your mind and affections. Theſe precious 
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and fair repreſentations have the higheſt tendency 
to raiſe your / underſtanding to higher eſteem far 
the excellent nature of Gop, excite you to a more 
intenſe deſire after his preſence, urge you ta a 
more ardent. good-will towards him and his in- 
tereſt, and cheriſh in your ſouls a mare viggrays 
and intenſe delight in his lovely character, and 
bring you by degrees to an habitual joy in Gon, 
which will give an invincible ſtrength. to your 
hearts, and be an happineſs. as large as your 

wiſhes, and immortal as your exiſtence. | 
We will now give a ſhort clear repreſentation 
of Gov's heart towards his enemies, to the end 
that they may know what they are to expect from 
his juſtice if they proceed in their 1x RAS and 
REBELLION,  ' The Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed 
from heaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming 
fire, taking vengeance on them that know not 
Gop, and that obey not the cos EIL of our Logp 
Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall be puniſhed with ever- 
laſting deſtruction from the preſence of the Loxd, 
and from the glory of his power; when he ſhall 
come to be glorified in his ſaints, and to be ad- 
mixed by all them that believe. 2 Theſ. i. 710. 
The wicked ſhall be turned into hell, and all the 
nations that forget Gov. Pſ. ix. 17. Conſider 
this, ye that forget God, leſt I tear you in pieces, 
and there be none to deliver. Pſ. I. 23. It is a 
people of no underſtanding : therefore he that 
made 
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made them will not have mercy on them; and 
he that formed them will ſhew them no fayour. 
Iſai. xxvii. 11. Surely theſe are poor, they are 
fooliſh : for they know not the way of the Logo, 
ngr the judgment, i. e. the wiſe determination 
and counſel of their Go -I will get me to the 
great men:; for they have known the way of the 
Lox? : but theſe have altogether broken the 
yoke, and burſt the bonds. Jer. v. 4, 3. He 
that believeth not ſhall be damned. Mark xvi. 16. 
He that believeth not is condemned already, be- 
cauſe he hath not believed in the name of the 
only begatten Son of Gop, John iii, 18. If 
thou wilt not hearken to the voice of the Lozp 
thy God, all theſe curſes ſhall come upon thee, 
and overtake thee. Curſed ſhalt thou be in the 


city, in the field, in thy baſket and ſtore, in the 


fruit of thy body and thy land, in thy kine, 
ſheep. Curſed ſhalt thou be when thou goeſt in, 
and curſed ſhalt thou be when thou goeſt out. 

Deut. xxviii. 15-21. 

Who ſhall dwell with devouring fire? who 
amongſt us ſhall dwell with everlaſting burnings ? 
Iſai: xxxiii. 14. Can thine heart endure, or can 
thine hands be ſtrong in the days that I hall deal 
with thee? Ezek. xxii. 14. The unrighteous 
ſhall not inherit the kingdom of Gop, Be not 
deceived : neither FoRnicaTORS, nor idolaters, 
nor 5 nor effeminate, nor abuſers of 
themſelves 
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themſelves with mankind, nor thieves, nor 
covrrous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor ex- 
tortioners, ſhall inherit the kingdom of Gov. 
1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. If any man love not the 
Lorp Jeſus Chriſt, let him be anathema mara- 
natha, i. e. accurſed when the Loxp ſhall come. 
Whoremongers and adulterers Gop will judge. 
Heb. xiii. 4. If any man ſhall worſhip the beaſt 
and his image, the ſame ſhall drink of the wine 
of the wrath of Gov, which is poured out with- 
out mixture into the cup of his indignation z and 
he ſhall be tormented with fire and brimſtone in 
the preſence of the holy angels, and in the pre- 
ſence of the lamb. Rev. xiv. 9, 10. This is 
one of the moſt dreadful threatenings in the 
whole book of Gop ! (Doddridge in loc.) may 
the friends of the moſt corrupt religion weigh 
its awful contents, that they may keep at the 
greateſt poſſible diſtance from this horrible curſe ! 
He that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt ſtill : and he 
which is filthy, let him be filthy ſtill. For with- 
out are dogs, and ſorcerers, and whoremongers, 
and murderers, and idolaters, and whoſoever 
loveth and maketh a lye. Rev. xxii. 11, 15. 
Thus you fee, my dear reader, that Gop's 
SINCERITY gives us a plain account of all the 
Goop things we may expect from him in a way 
of duty, and all the evi. and dreadful things we 
may __ from him in a way of ſin and rebellion 


againſt 
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againſt him: and let me obſerve, that, of all the 
fins which provoke Gop to pour out his curſes 
on an individual, or a city, or a nation, there is 
none equal in guilt to the fin of infidelity, or 
the rejection of the Logp Jeſus and his glorious 
goſpel, 

Gop never cheats us with lies; or by flattering 
words and fair ſpeeches, raiſing our hopes and 
deſires too high; or, by cold, dry words and 
haughty reſerves, and dark, diſtant expreſſions, 
ſinking our expectations too low: but he wiſely 
adjuſts his promiſes to our real wants; and, like 
a tender and affectionate father, gives us a 
moſt free, full, and fair account of all the tem- 
poral, ſpiritual, and eternal bleſſings we may ex- 
pect from him: and we may be confident of what 
] would ſtile, 


An ardent and combined application of all the 
perfections of Gop, in order to the actual execu- 
tion of all his deſigns, and the ſteady fulfilment 
of all his purpoſes and pramiſes, without any 
ſtated reſerves, or allowed exceptions for one 
ſingle moment. Sincerity animates him in the 
whole extent of his wiſe conduct and glorious 
adminiſtration : he will not deceive us in one in- 
ſtance. For Gov to ſpeak contrary to his ſenſe 
of things, or repugnant to truth ſhining in his 
mind, and with a deſign to deceive, would be a 


wilful lye; it would be an outrage on his very 
nature, 
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natute, a violation of the inward ſentiments of 
his heart, a force, even to violence, put upon the 
inclinations of his pure and holy ſoul. 

As Gov is animated by ſincerity, and ardently 
actuated by a moſt mighty and infinite love of 
truth; and as he is intirely directed by faithful. 
neſs as His eternal law; therefore he cannot pre- 
tend to friendſhip where he has none, nor make 
promiſes of kindneſs where none is intended 
nor can he act a falſe or unfriendly part after his 
promiſes are made, and his profeſſions of love 
and regard are publiſhed and brought home to 
his people's hearts, Gop never declares one 
word more of friendſhip than he really feels for 
that ſoul to whom he ſpeaks; and he ſcorns ta 
flatter men or angels even for a ſingle moment. 


He diſdains to make pretenſions of friendſhip 
on purpoſe to deceive, or to have an advantage 
over us, to impoſe upon us, to ſeduce us, to cheat, 
diſappoint, and vex ouy ſouls, as artful men and 
deceitful devils always do, on purpoſe to ruin the 
objects of their fatal and ruinous ſeduction. 


He abhors, with all the intenſe hatred of a 
God, to uſe crafty inſinuations and ſoft ſpeeches 
to enſnare us: his infinite ſincerity, his ardent 
integrity of heart, urges him to do nothing, to 
ſay nothing, ts think nothing, but what is fair 
and open, free, friendly, and faithful, that will 
bear the light of heaven and the ſevereſt ſcrutiny 

a of 


L 265 ] 


of met and angels. He uſes none but fair and 
open dealings in all his actions, and tranſactions 
with the whole world of mankind. 

.. Gop ſpeaks very ſeriouſly, very eatneſtly, and 
very warmly too, whenever he ſpeaks at all, 
either to ſaints or ſinners, to friends or foes: he 
leaves no man at a loſs for his meaning, and 
what he will do for him if he is a friend of Gop, 
and what he will do moſt dreadfully againſt him 
if he ſhall be found an enemy: he ſpeaks in the 
flaming fire of love in every word of promiſe, 
and in the ardent fire of wrath in every word of 
his threatenings to the wicked and ungodly. 


All theſe views ſhould give us the higheſt 
veneration for the inſpired Scriptures of Gop, a 
mighty and unbounded confidence in his pro- 
miſes; and a moſt vigorous and perpetual imita- 
tion of his inflexible inTEGRITY and inviolable 
faithfulneſs, 


RE COLLECTION. 


Let us, my dear reader, ſtand ſtill for a few 
moments, and review the ground we have trod: 
tis delightful ground; *tis the ſoil of Paradiſe; 
*tis the garden of Gop : they are the fields of 
beauty and joy we have travelled over, and the 
proſpect is pleaſant and lovely whether we look 
backward or forward, or all around. We may 
. fay with delight and wonder, O] how great is 

1 L1 thy 
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thy goodneſs, and how great is thy beauty. 
Zech. ix. 17. How excellent is thy loving 
kindneſs, O! God; therefore the children of 
men put their truſt under the ſhadow of thy 
wings. - PL, xxxvi. 7. O! the depth of the 
riches both of the wiſdom and goodneſs of 
Gov, Rom. xi. 3 3. 

We have confidered what are hs wants and 
Vie of an immortal ſoul, that knows its own 
Higheſt and eternal intereſt and happineſs, and 
Rave found tfiat it conſiſts in a clear and fumiliat 
Ucquaintarice with Gop, in a fpeciat knowledge 
of his attributes, in large and comprehenſive proſ- 
pects of Gon, and in deep and durable impreſ- 
ſions of his lovely perfections on our minds, in 
order to produce in us the very beſt affections 
towards him, the utmoſt confidence in his power 
and faitiifulneſs, the moſt profound ſubmiſſion 
to his dominion, and the moſt cordial and cheer- 
ful obedience to his laws. 


We have drawn out the ſcriptural character of 
this moſt. fublime and glorious. being, and have 
ceded” to ſhew, how he has made a 'moſt 

aſtoniſhing: advancement on his own character in 
the redemption of the church by the Lozp Jeſus 
Chriſt. We have taken new proſpects of the ex- 
quiſite wiſdom and prudence of Gop in contriving 
our redemption—the unfathomable [goodneſs of 
Goo in giving Chriſt—the holineſs of Gop in 
5 fixing 
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fixing the order and beautifying the whole work 
of ſalvation the juſtice of Gon in puniſhing ſin, 
and becoming the guardian of this ſalvation. 
We have ſeen that the jusrieg of Gop is an 
ardent and immutable regard to the rights of the 
divine nature, with a determined reſolution to 
preſerye thoſe rights inviolate to eternity: and in 
the redemption of man, we have viewed divine 
juſtice as ſhining out in its brighteſt terror and 
glory. We have taken a ſweet and charming 
proſpect of the ſincerity of Gap, as it conſiſts ia 
the upright intention of his heart to ſpeak the 
truth, the clear and naked words of truth in 
the determinate inclinations of his will to exert 
his perfections agreeably to his words of promiſe 
and threatening, and his intire felf-conſiſtency.of 
character, ſcorning all duplicity of conduct, and 
always acting with the dignity of a Gon. | 
And now, my dear reader, if you are a tras 
chriftian, let me invite you to join with me in 
an act of joy and triumph in this moſt lovely 
and adorable Gop. He has made himſelf over 
to us in thoſe glorious words, which are a com- 
pendium of the covenant of grace: I will be to 
you a Gon, and ye ſhall be to me a people, 
Heb. viii. 10. And what doth theſe precious 
words include, my dear chriſtian brother ? what 
are the delightful contents of this fundamental 
promiſe of the new covenant ? Let me attempt 
L1z2 to 
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to ſpread abroad the ſenſe of them in the follow- 
ing expoſition. His ſpiritual nature is ſuited to 
our ſpirits; his immutability is the ſecurity of 
our happineſs; his eternity is the duration of our 
felicity; his omnipreſence is our conſtant and 


ſociable friend; his life and omnipotence is the 


life and ſtrength of our minds; his omniſcience 
is our watchful and kind overſeer; his wiſdom 
is our conſtant guide; his goodneſs our inex- 
hauſtible treaſure; his grace covers all our un- 
worthineſs ; his mercy pardons all our guilt ; his 
love is the light and joy of our hearts ; his pa- 
tience ſpares our comforts and our lives; his 
holineſs is the fountain of our ſanctification; his 
juſtice is the guardian of our rights, and the 
avenger of our injuries; his ſincerity is the baſis 
of all our hopes; and his veracity and faithful. 
neſs are the everlaſting ſecurity of our eternal 
ſal vation! What a Gop is this, my friend! and 
what ground have we for habitual love to him, 
and habitual joy in him, as our own covenant 
God for ever and ever 

Thus far we have advanced in our DEMONSTR A+ 
Tiow of the divine Inſpiration of the Scriptures, 
from the firſt grand ſource of evidence, (viz.) 
the goodneſs of the doctrines, laws, and pro- 
miſes, contained in the Scriptures ; and I truſt we 


have made good our ground as we go on. But, 


let it be obſerved, my appeal is chiefly to the 
4 N wiſe 
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wiſe and ſerious chriſtian, who is the beſt judge 
of the force of this glorious and ſublime argu- 
ment: at the ſame time I would wiſh to elevate 
the minds of younger chriſtians to more enlarged 
proſpects of our holy religion; and I fear not to 
fay, likewiſe, to enable them to ſtand the fierceſt 
ſhocks of infidelity, bid defiance to all ridicule, 
and triumph over all oppoſition from earth and 
hell.— Review, my friends, again and again, the 
nature of Inſpiration, and this convincing evidence 
of its reality : and let me proceed to obſerve, 
that the argument is far from being exhauſted 
we muſt, therefore, reſume the conſideration of 
it, and carry on the demonſtration with farther de- 
grees of light and evidence: *tis a theme worthy 
of the eternal contemplation of angels, and *tis 
a ſubject that has the higheſt and happieſt ten- 
dency to dignify our underſtandings, to give 
ſtrength and life to our recollective powers, to 
ſpread a ſacred warmth and fire through all our 
beſt affections, to inſpire a deep ſatisfaction and 
peace into our conſciences, and fix our hearts with 
an unſhaken attachment to our divine maſter, and 
fire us with a zeal for his glory, immortal as our 
exiſtence, Let us then, my deareſt friends, ad- 
dreſs ourſelves afreſh to theſe object of wonder 
and beauty, and plunge our ſouls, with un- 
bounded rapture, into this unfathomable ocean 
of truth and love, revealed in the glorious goſ- 


of the bleſſed Goo 
pa In 
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In this ſacred volume we fee the loſt proſpects 
of God's RELATIONS to our WORLD, and to Max, 
reſtored and alerted in the moſt clear and ex- 
preſſive language. Gop is declared to be the 
maker of the world, In the beginning Gon 
created the heavens and the earth. Gen, i. Thou 
haſt created all things, and for thy pleaſure they 
are and were created. Rev, iv. 11. Thou haſt 
made heaven, the heaven of heavens with all 
their hoſt, the carth and ſeas, and all things chat 
are therein, and thou preſerveſt them all, and the 
hoſt of heaven worſhippeth thee. Neh. ix. 6. 
And Gop faid, let us make man in our image. 
Gen. i. 26. The Long God formed man out af 
the duſt of the ground, and breathed into his 
noftrils the breath of life; and man became a 
living ſoul. Gen. ii. 7. All ſouls are mine, 
Ezek. xviii. 4. The ſouls which I have made, 
Ifai. lvii. 16. He formeth the ſpirit of man 
within him. Zech. xii. 1. There is a ſpirit in 
man, and the inſpiration of the Almighty giveth 
underſtanding, Job xxxii. 8. The ſpirit of Gap 
hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty 
hath given me life. xxxifi. 4. The Lonp hath 
made all things for himſelf. Prov. xvi. 4. The 
judge of all the earch. Gen, xviii. 25. For of 
lim as the efficient cauſe, and through bim as the 
preſerving and directing cauſe, and 4% lim as the 


final cauſe, are all things, to whom be glory for 
ever, 


[ af } 


ever. Amen. Rom. xi. 36. Thus you fee Gop 
is the creator, the owner, governor, and judge, 
of all mankind; and theſe relations of Gon to 
the world and to man are difpleyed in the 
ſtrongeſt light in the holy Seriptures : we are 
here aſſured, that in his hand our breath is, and 
his ate all our ſouls and ways; and him we ouglit 
to glorify as the laſt end of the whole creation, 
and the higheſt end of man. 

You ſee here the original ypzrREECTIONS and 
Ir xvTres'of the so, of the firſt man painted in 
ſtrong and lively colours, as made upright and 
after the image of God, as conſiſting in know- 
ledge, holy diſpoſitions of heart, and pure affec- 
tions of love, and intenſe delight in his creator. 
Vou ſee here deſcribed, in the moſt awful man- 
ner, the ORIGINAL APOSTACY, TREASON, and 
REBELLION of the firſt parents of mankind. By 
one man ſin entered into the world, and death by 
ſin; and ſo death hath paſſed upon all men: for 
in him (i. e. Adam) all have ſinned. Rom. v. 12. 
Man is covered with ignorance and daxkneſs in 
his underſtanding; the death of ſin is in all his 
powers; he is obſtinate and perverſe in his diſ- 
poſitions towards Gop; his carnal mind is enmity 
againſt'Gop , * vitiated and corrupted in his con- 
ſcience;;' and under the dominion of ſin in his 
thoughts, volitions, and affections. The thoughts 


| "of 
ges Charnock's awful diſcourſe on Man's Enmity to Gop, ro. 
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of his heart only evil all the day. Gen. vi. 9. 
(Heb.) Without ſtrength, and ungodly. Rom. 5. 
And we are all children of wrath, even as others. 
Epheſ. ii. 3.—In this ſacred book the cleareſt 
diſcoveries are made of the great evil of fin, and 
of that wickedneſs and corruption of all kinds in 
which mankind are univerſally involved ; and the 
conſequence of this muſt have been, that, when 
they were thoroughly convinced of the evil of 
their horrid ways, a ſenſe of their aggravated 
guilt would fill them with awful thoughts of the 
divine vengeance juſtly due to them for their 
manifold offences. 


It pleaſed Gop, therefore, in his ſovereigh 
grace and wiſdom, ſo to order it, that the cos- 
PEL DISPENSATION opened with a free and glorious 
proclamation . of pardoning mercy. Men were 
aſſured, that, upon their returning to Go, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, the great ſaviour, whom 
he had provided, by a humble faith and fincere 
repentance, their paſt iniquities ſhould be for- 
given them; they ſhould be received into the 
divine favour, and admitted to the moſt glorious 
hopes and PRIVILEGES : at the ſame time, the 
moſt holy and excellent laws and precepts were 
given them, for inſtructing and directing them in 
their duty. And Gop condeſcended to deal with 
them in the way of a gracious covenant, which 
contained the moſt clear and expreſs promiſes of 

eterfial 
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eternal life and happineſs.— See Dr. Leland's 
admirable work, intituled, The Advantage and 
Neceſſity of the Chriſtian Revelation. 2 vols. 
4to. 1764. Vol. 2. p. 256. 

This glorious and immortal book, in the laſt 
and beſt diſpenſation of the goſpel, ſhews us the 
goodneſs of Gop burſting out all at once with a 
flood of grace and glory, from the very bot- 
tom of his heart, towards loſt mortals : the mi- 
niſtry of Chriſt and his apoſtles opened itſelf 
with the diſcovery of the higheſt wonders in the 
univerſe, even the deep and eternal love of Gop 
to miſerable mankind ſinners, We have here 
ideas of things paſt in eternity beyond the verge 
of reaſon; we have ideas of inviſible objects, 
now preſent, beyond the reach of the natural 
underſtanding ; and we are furniſhed with ideas 
of objects and tranſactions inviſible and future, 
beyond the bounds and extent of reaſon, on pur- 
poſe to elevate, dignify, and improve the mind of 
man with new views of Gop to eternity. * 


But, my dear reader, we muſt break off this 
Contemplation in this place, that it may not be 
diſproportionate to the reſt, and reſume it in the 
next. I truſt you will agree with me in this 


| R E M A R K. 
That we have already brought our demonſtra- 
tion to ſuch an iſſue, that every perſon who ſhall 
read the three laſt Contemplations with attention 
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and common ſenſe, muſt, if he has any integrity, 
acknowledge, that the Scriptures are not the in- 
vention of men, but muſt be given by Inſpiration 
from Gop; and, conſequently, chriſtianity is true, 
and a divine revelation. Indeed, my reader, if 
this be not acknowledged, you muſt renounce 
your underſtanding, abandon all pretenſions to 
reaſon, and commence a brute for life. 


—— 


Select BOOKS on the Subject of this 
CONTEMPLATION. 


7. The RT Tam of ase vzLInNEATED, gto, 1726. By the 
excellent Mr. Jobn Reynolds, -This is ſuch a lovely diſplay of the 
beauty and excellence bf the chriſtian religion, that I have no words to ex- 
preſs my ſenſe of its worth: if my readers have not ſeen it, they have a 
moſt exquiſite ſatisfaction yet to come. 

2. Dr. John Leland in his view of the Deiſtical Writers. Vol. x. $vo. 

— Towards the cloſe he has given us ſuch a beautiful picture in miniature 
of the chriſtian religion, as will — ſenſe and true tafte if 
he ſhall read it over athouſand times. 
3. And in his laſt and greateſt work, tiled, The Advantage and Neceffity 
of the Chriftian Revelation, vol. 2. part 2, chap. 14. he has given us a 
view of the excellencies of chriſtianity on « larger ſcale, and 'tis carried on 
with unutterable ſpirit, fervour, and beauty, for near 40 pages together, 
in the quarto edition ; and, while it does honour to revelation, gives us, at 
the fame time, a charming view of the goodneſs and beauty of the doQor's 
heart ! 

4+ If my reader deſires farther edification and pleaſure from this en- 
chanting theme, let him read Dr, Doddridge's preface to the 3d volume of 
the Family Expoſitor; Hervey's Rhapſody on the Bleffings of the Goſpel, 
dialogue 17; and Mr. John Brine's Sermon on the Glory of the Goſpel, 
preached at Kettering, May 23, 1762. 
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On BxravTy and TasTE.— The ScrIPTURES give 
us an aſtoniſhing vag r of the divine and 
infinite SATISFACTION of CHRIST.—Of his 
glorious RIGHTEOUSNESS for our JuSTIFICA- 
Tion,—Of vital union with CaurisT.—Apoe- 
TION and SANCTIFICATION,—Of the ass1STAN- 
ces of the HoLy SpIRIT.— The ScripTUREs en- 
force, beautify, and enlarge the Law of na- 
' TURE ; and give us moſt ſtriking zvipences of 
the 1MMORTALITY of the sou. - The moſt 
noble and divine moTives addreſſed to the 
. beſt syrRINGs of action in the soul; and 
point out the moſt glorious EMPLOYMENT in 
GOOD WORKS all through LITE. We have here 
the moſt lovely zxamPeLEs of HoLiness and a 
generous TEMPER.—The richeſt and ſtrongeſt 
CcONSOLATIONS under the troubles of L1irt, and 
againſt the TERRORS of DEATH.—We have 
here the moſt unbounded scenes of the TER. 
RORS and GLORIES of the RESURRECTION of the 


DEAD; 
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"BEAD; the laſt jupcMEnT; with the final 
STATE of MISERY and HAPPINESS Of MANKIND 
in ETERNITY,-—The nature of MIRAcLESs, with 
a view of the principal uin ACH s of the ol 
and new TESTAMENT, as a ſtriking eEviDEnCE 
of their pivine INSPIRATION. 


E have already obſerved, that the goodneſs 
of the doctrine of Scripture conſiſts in its 
fitneſs to remove all our fin and miſery, and to 
prepare us for happineſs in the knowledge, re- 
ſemblance, and fruition of Gov. We hope that 
ſomething has been done in the laſt Contempla- 
tion to evince this truth, We ſhall now reſume 
that delightful ſubject : but permit us firſt to ſay 
a few words on BEAUTY and TASTE, 

Beauty is that quality in objects which ex- 
cites love. 

Reauty tis of various kinds. Thus there is a 
beauty in the viſible heavens and the earth; a 
beauty in the various creatures below man; a 
beauty in our own ſpecies z a beauty of perſon, 
of countenance, voice, temper, manners, and be- 
haviour ; a beauty in virtue and the graces of the 
heart; a beauty in thoughts, expreſſions, and 
eloquence ; and what is the higheſt beauty of 
all, a beauty in the diſcoveries and truths of the 
Scripture. The final cauſe of intellectual and 
moral beauty is to raiſe agreeable ideas in the 
mind, and to attach our ſouls inviolably and 

. eternally 
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. eternally to Gov, who is the ſupreme beauty as 
well as the final cauſe of our immortal ſouls. 


TasTE is a power of receiving pleaſure from 
the beauties of nature and divine revelation. 

Taſte is an internal, ſtrong, active power, 
feelingly alive to every fine impulſe of truth, 
goodneſs, and beauty; with a quick and keen 
diſguſt at every object that appears Evi, de- 
formed, baſe, and indecent, and fit to do us 
hurt “. 

Taſte is a clear, lively, and diſtinct perception 
of all the beauty, truth, and juſtneſs of the 
thoughts and expreſſions which compoſe a diſ- 
courſe or treatiſe : it diſtinguiſhes what is con- 
formable to eloquence and propriety in every 
character, and ſuitable in different circumſtances ; 
and whilſt, with a delicate and exquiſite ſagacity, 
it notes the graces, turns, manners, and expreſ- 
ſons moſt likely to pleaſe, it perceives all the 
defects which produce the contrary effect, and 
diſtinguiſhes preciſely wherein thoſe defects and 
blemiſhes conſiſt, and how far they are removed 
from the ſtrict rules of eloquence and the real 
beauties of nature. 


This happy faculty of taſte is a kind of natural 
2 wrought up to perfection by a refined 
education, 


- © Read Mr, Addiſon's admirable papers on Imagination and Taſte. 
Vol. 6. No. 411.4441. And Dr. Akenfide on the Pleaſures of Imagine» 
tion, in three parts, 8 vo. 
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education, cloſe attention, and thought; by 
lively converſe with the wiſeſt of mankind; and, 
above all, by a lively converſe with the great 
friend and teacher of man, the only wiſe God, 
our ſaviour, * 


This good taſte is not confined to literature; 
it takes in, alſo, all ſciences and branches of 
knowledge. It conſiſts, therefore, in a certain, 
juſt, and exact diſcernment, which points out to 
us, in each of the branches of knowledge, what- 
ever is moſt curious, beautiful, and uſeful; what- 
ever is moſt eſſential, ſuitable, or neceſſary to 
thoſe who apply to it; how far, conſequently, we 
ſhould carry the ſtudy of it; what ought to be 
removed from it; and what deſerves a particular 
application and preference before the reſt. 
RolLix, p. 51. 


In the ſacred Scriptures we have objects full 
of grandeur to aſtoniſh, newneſs to ſurprize, and 
beauty to excite love, and to pleaſe the moſt cor- 
rect, ſublime, and devotional taſte; we will pro- 
ceed to view ſome farther diſcoveries of divine 
revelation, which dignify the underſtanding, and 
ſpread life and joy through all the-powers of the 
ſou], 

In this glorious volume you ſce 1 to an 
almighty conqueror, reſcued by a divine and in- 

finite 


Read Rollin's Reflections on a good Taſte, in „ 
of Study, Vol. 1. p. 41-—53- Eng. edit. 12mo. 
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finite redemption, paid by an almighty redeemer : 
you ſee rebels and traitors reconciled to theit 
glorious and offending fovereign by the divine 
and infinite ſacrifice of an holy and heavenly 
prieſt : you ſee guilty criminals ſaved from the 
juſt ſentence of an inexorable judge, by the 
puniſhment of a divine ſurety, who has made a 
real and PERFECT SATISFACTION to the eſſential 
juſtice of Gov. 


You ſee a bw N and INFINITE RIGHTEOUSNESS 
prepared and provided by Gop himſelf, and placed 
to our account * for our pardon and juſtification; 
and in this act we fee Gop acting, at one and the 
ſame moment, as a moſt awful judge, and a moſt 
amiable father towards his dear children, 


You ſee all pride in our righteouſneſs ſcorned 
and demoliſhed, and all pteſumption on the 
goodneſs and grace of Gob, without the right 
uſe of the means and the practice of holineſs 
and good works, cut off from every man in the 
world who ſhall pretend to call himſelf a chriſtian. 


Shall we continue in fin, that grace may abound ? 


Gop forbid |! 
You 


% The Greek verb which we render impute, has four ſenſes, viz. to 
think of==to judge—to reaſon with—and to impute or place to account: 
and all theſe ſenſes may be admitted, with great propriety, in God's act 
of juſtifying a finner by the divine and infinite righteouſneſs of Chrift 3 
for he thought of it with delight—he judged it fit for us—he reaſoned 
Vith his juſtice aad holineſs concerning it and he places it to our account 
as our juſtifying righteouſneſs, 


Nan 
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You ſee here the moſt aſtoniſhing and honour- 
able connex1ons between Gop and man thrown 
open to our raviſhed eyes. Gop a father, and 
we his beloved children; Chriſt our vital head, 
and we the members of his ſpiritual body : he 
appears in the relation of a divine friend, and 
forming a union of ſouls by means of a divine 
nature. And let me defire my reader to remark 
with attention and wonder, that all the unions in 
the natural and moral world which imply ſtrength, 
ſupport, and fruitfulneſs - beauty and honour 
—uſefulneſs and riches—pleaſure and joy: in 
fine, all the unions that can fire the nobleſt am- 
bition, and inſpire the higheſt glory and boaſting 
in God, are ſelected in Scripture to illuſtrate the 
union between Chriſt and every true chriſtian. 
Thus we have a foundation and the ſtructure of 
the temple—a corner ſtone and the building— 
a root and the tree—a vine and the branches 
a graft and the ſtock—an advocate and his client 
, —a repreſentative and his conſtituents—a ſurety 
and debtors—a tutor and his pupils—a maſter 
and his ſervants—a king and his ſubjects—a 
father and his children—a friend with a friend— 
a brother with brother—a bridegroom and bride 
-a head and\members—the foul and body—an 
union of foul with ſoul; for he that is joined 
(kollomenos, glued) to the Lord is one ſpirit 
with him. 1 Cor. vi. 17, Yea, we are not only 

ſaid 
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ſaid to be members of his body, of his fleſh, and 
his bones, and one ſpirit with the Lord; but, 
what is a higher wonder till, our union with 
Chriſt is compared to the union of Gop the 
father with his ſon, and of Gop the ſon with his 
divine father. John xvii. 21. What reaſon have 
we to glory and boaſt in our moſt honourable 
connexions with the Lord Jeſus! Let us then- 
freely indulge a mixture of joy and ſelf-love with 
ſelf-approbation, ariſing from a lively conſciouſ- 
neſs of our intereſt in Chriſt, who is the higheſt 
perſon in the world, and the fountain of good, 
of honour, beauty, and pleaſure to our ſouls. 


This ſacred volume reveals the glorious pri- 
vilege of Abo rio, which is a bleſſing of grace 
that exceeds all other bleſſings: it even exceeds 
redemption, pardon, juſtification, and ſanctifica- 
tion. A man may be redeemed out of a ſtate of 
ſlavery by a king's ranſom; may be pardoned 
by his prince, though he has been a rebel and a 
traitor to him; and may be acquitted from high 
crimes laid to his charge, and yet not be a king's 
ſon; if adopted and taken into his family, it muſt 
be by another and diſtinct act of royal favour; 
and it is more to be a ſon than a ſaint; ſo that to 
be predeſtinated to the adoption of children is 
ſomething over and above ſanctification, and what 
exceeds being choſen to be holy, and without 


blame before Gov.“ E This 
o See Dr. Gill's Body of Div. Vol, 2. p. 88. 
Nu 2 
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This glorious book ſhews us, in a ſtrong and 
vivid light, the neceſſity, the nature, excellency, 
and beauty of REGENERATION and CONVERSION of 
the heart to Goo. We here ſee the divine Spirit 
infuſing a new life into the foul, and bringing us 
into a ſtate of ſpiritually- active exiſtence in all 
the powers and affections of the mind, producing 
a new diſpoſition and ability to live to Gop in 
holy obedience—reſtoring the laſt image of Gop 
afreſh on the ſoul and inſcribing the divine law 
on the heart, and giving us a lively ſenſe of its 
vaſt extent and duration, and giving an ardent 
bent or inclination to obey that law—paſling a 
new change on the apprehenſions of the mind, 
creating a new choice in the will, and inſpiring a 
new taſte for all that is beautiful and lovely in 
the revelation of Gop z giving us new paſſions of 
wonder, love, hatred, hope and fear, joy and 
ſorrow, and pointing the affections towards the 
beſt objects in the heavenly world. This divine 
change is the beauty, life, and joy of the ſoul, 
and renders it a moſt lovely creature in the eye of 
Gop himſelf. 


This ſacred volume affures us of the moſt 
ſoitable and faithful AssisTAxers of the noLyY 
SPIRIT of God in every part of religion, and in 
the whole courſe of evangelical holineſs to the 
end of life. We ſee here the divine Spirit aſſiſt 
the underſtanding to receive, difcern, and retain 
ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual ideas of heavenly objects: he awakens 
our recollection and enlivens our memory: he 
guides the conſcience to an honeſt deciſion, and 
thus ſecures us from ſelf-flattery and deſpair: he 
influences our wills to a free and good determi. 
nation : he fixes our volatile attention, and thus 
aſſiſts us in holy contemplations : he regulates 
and directs our paſſions to their proper objects 
in heaven and earth: and he aids our executive 
powers in the eaſe and pleaſure of religiqus 
action, , 

How neceſſary ! how welcome ! how richly en- 
dearing is ſuch gracious aſſiſtance from Gon to 
creatures ſo weak and inſufficient as we are for 
every good work, and how grateful ought we to 
be to that good Spirit who enlightens our dark- 
neſs, infuſes and cheriſhes a ſavoury taſte for the 
: ſweetneſs of the goſpel ; inſpires us with an active 
and ardent zeal for the glory of Chrift ; ſuppreſſes 
our averſions, and cures our ſad indifference of 
heart to God; conquers our reluctance to duty, 
and excites all the graces of the mind into a lively 
and glowing exerciſe towards the ſeveral objects 
of our free agency in heaven and earth, 


The Scriptures enforce, beautify, and enlarge 
the Law of xnaTuRE, and furniſh out a moſt com- 
pleat ſyſtem of NaTURAL REeLicion and MORAL 
PHILOSOPHY. Our infidels act an unjuſt and ab- 
turd part, when they ſet up natural religion, and 

extol 
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extol morality in oppoſition to the Bible. There 
is not a ſingle article of natural religion, or one 
branch of the moſt refined morals left out of the 
ſacred Scriptures: all is to be found in its higheſt 
perfection in our Bible, ſtated in the moſt clear 
and lovely manner that can enter into the human 
imagination. 

The Law of NATURE is the will of Gop, re- 
lating to human ſouls and actions, grounded in 
the eternal difference of moral good and evil, 
and becauſe diſcoverable by natural light, obliga- 
tory upon all mankind. 


This law is demonſtrated from the conſidera- 
tion of the divine and human nature, beheld in 
one view, and in the relation that God and man 
bear to each other. 


We can demonſtrate, that there is a natural and 
eſſential difference berween virtue and vice, and 
thoſe ſeveral actions and diſpoſitions which are 
denoted by theſe two oppoſite terms, 


Natural reaſon, or the underſtanding of man, 
diſcovers it to be the will of God, in this caſe, 
that every man ſhould look upon this eſſential 
and eternal difference in the nature of tempers 
and actions, as a law or rule which he is always 
to obſerve. 


On a ſurvey of the nature of God and the 
nature- of 1 man in one view, and in the relation 
they 


*} 
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they bear to each other, it will appear that ſome 
tempers and actions are conformable to the nature 
of Gop and man; and other tempers and actions 
are not conformable to the nature of Gop, but 
are oppoſite to his will, and hurtful to the nature 
and felicity of man. There muſt be, therefore, 
a natural and eſſential difference between thoſe 
ſeveral actions and diſpoſitions, which are denoted 
by thoſe two oppoſite terms, virtue and vice, fin 
and holineſs; which muſt be evident from theſe 
conſiderations : 


Man is a lover of himſelf : he has a defire of 
his own happineſs and perfection. Man is a 
reaſonable being, and his reaſon makes him 
capable of receiving a law from his maker to 
rule his appetites and paſſions. Man is a ſociable 
being : his inclinations carry him to ſociety. Man 
is a lover of beauty and decorum : and this taſte 
exerts itſelf in all mankind ; and the more he is 
unproved by education, this regard to beauty is 
ſtill more viſible, Man is a creature formed 
capable of religion : is dependent every moment 
on Gop, and has a power of knowing on whom 
he depends; and has an awe of Gop, his creator, 
on his mind,—-Now lay all theſe together, and 
the natural difference between virtue and vice ap- 
pears at firſt ſight. | 


Natural reaſon diſcovers it to be the will of 
God, that every man ſhould look upon the dif- 
| 2 erence 
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ference in the nature of things, as a law or rule 
of action, which he is always to obſerve, under 
pain of his maker's diſpleaſure, 


Gov, as he is infinitely good, cannot but will 
the perfection and happineſs of his creatures; 
but, as he is juſt, he may will to puniſh guilty 
creatures, | 


He who has given exiſtence to rational beings, 
muſt, if he be wiſe, and ſees no reaſon to depart 
from his original purpoſe, will their preſerva- 
tion, 


God has deſigned the nature of things as an 
INTERPRETATION OF HIS WILL. 


The eſſential rectitude of the divine nature is 
an inconteſtible demonſtration of the law of na- 
ture.— The will of Gop in this matter appears 
with farther evidence, from the proviſion and 
wiſe cautions he hath made to ſecure the obſer- 
vation of all rhe dictates of right reaſon, or the 
law of nature, by planting ſeveral inſtincts and 
paſſions in the ſoul of man, ſubſervient to his 
duty, and diſpoſing him ro practiſe it. Gop 
hath ſhewn it to be his will, that men ſhould 
practiſe virtue, by ſo forming the mind, that 
maxims of truth, containing the principal duties 
of morality, are no ſooner underſtood than aſ- 
ſented to; even by perſons not capable of exact 
' reaſoning, as children, and others whoſe under- 
ſtanding 
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ſtanding is much of the ſame ſize as theirs; and 
dy others who, though they have reaſon, are not 
well accuſtomed to uſe it.— Thus we have ſhewn, 
that natural reaſon diſcovers it to be the will of 
Gop, that every man ſhould look upon this 
difference, in the nature of actions and things, 
as a law or rule, which he is always ſtrictly to 
obſerve, under pain of his maker's diſpleaſure. 

Theſe are the heads of the cleareſt demonſtra- 
tion of the law of nature that, perhaps, was ever 
written by an Engliſh pen.“ — But, after all, my 
reader, what influence will this fine proof have 
upon the bulk of mankind? Not one in ten 
thouſand will ever be at the pains to read with 
attention, or underſtand the force of the evidence. 
However clear, elegant, and forcible it may be, 
yet ſuch is the weak and diſſipated ſtate of the 
human mind, that we ſhall not be brought to the 
practice of virtue in its various branches, with- 
out a ſuperior light, which ſhall warm and even 
fire the ſoul with the love and admiration of the 


beauty and excellence of a reſemblance to the 
moral perfections of Goo. 


Our glorious volume of Inſpiration, in a few 
lines, has enlarged and beautified the law of na- 
ture beyond all that reaſon ever knew. Thou 


ſhalr 


* Mr. Henry Grove's Moral Philoſ, Vel, 2. The Explication and 
Proof of the Law of Nature. e it copied in the Preceptor, p. 263. 
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ſhalt love the Lozp thy Gop with all thy heart, 
and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy ſtrength ; and thou ſhalt love thy 
neighbour as thyſelf, On theſe two command- 
ments hang all the law and the prophets, Matth. 
xxii. 37——40. ® 

Our Lord Jeſus, in his glorious ſermon on the 
mount, has explained the law of nature in the 
cleareſt manner : he has enlarged and beautified 
this grand original, eternal law, beyond all 
former expoſitors, and has given ſuch a ſublime 
view of its ſpiritual extent as will never be 
equalled to the end of the world, 


When we hear this .moſt glorious law-giver 
fay, © Think not that I am come to deſtroy the 
law or the prophets : I am not come to deſtroy, 
but to fulfil. Whoſoever ſhall break the leaſt of 
theſe commandments, and ſhall teach men ſo, 
ſhall be called the leaſt in the kingdom of 
heaven——whoſoever i is angry with his brother, 


without 


Hou was a poet g FR and unbounded 
Imagination : SocxaTzs was the wiſeſt moral philoſopher : Pro was 
the moſt ſublime genius: Az1sToTt® the moſt ſagacious metaphy- 
fician : and DzmosTraNEs the moſt cloquent and powerful orator 
amongſt the Greeks. Ciczzo was a man cf univerſal knowledge, and 
of the richeſt genius amongſt the Romans; and Sxxxca was the moſt 
brilliant motaliſt that ever lived in the Pagan world :!=but neither 
Az1$sTOTLE in his Ethics, nor TuLLy in his Offices, nor Sexzca in 
his Moral Eflays, have demonfrated the law of nature, from its prime 
foundations, as Mr. Gaovk has done, And what was the reaſon they 
did net ? truly this was the reaſon : he had divine revelation to enlighten 
and guide him, and they had not; and 1 firmly believe that the whole 
yaited world of pagan minds never could have done it. 
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without a cauſe, ſhall be in danger of judgment 
—whoſoever looketh on a woman to luſt after 
her, hath committed adultery with her already 
in his heart pluck out luſts as dear to us as the 
right eye cut off right hands ſwear not at all 
love your enemies - bleſs them that curſe you 
deny yourſelves—take up your croſs daily— 
forgive ſeventy times ſeven in a day, I ſay, 
when we read ſuch ſtrict and pure precepts as 
theſe, which tranſcend all the imperfe& mangled 
rules of the Pagan moraliſts, and all the ſyſtems 
of the wiſeſt philoſophers in the world, we have 
juſt reaſon to fuſpect that our deiſts have as 
keen a quarrel with the precepts of our divine 
maſter as they have with the ſublime doctrines 
of his goſpel ! 

The Scriptures give us the moſt ſtriking 
evidences of the IMMORTALITY of the soul. 

Here you have the only true account of the 
origin of the ſoul, as coming from the breath of 
Gop : you ſee its nature as a ſpirit, that is, an in- 
viſible ſubſtance, with life and action, under- 
ſtanding and will, and endued with immortality. 
You have in the ſacred volume ſuch accounts of 
death, as repreſent the ſoul departing from the 
body, and of ſouls which have returned to their 
bodies again; and you have a clear view of ſouls 
now exiſting in an inviſible world of happineſs in 


heayen, and of miſery in hell. In the light of 
Oo2? divine 
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divine revelation you ſee the vaſt capacities of the 
ſoul, its amazing reſemblance to Gop, the dig- 
nity of its powers, and the grandeur of its paſ- 
ſions; eſpecially its ſtrong and boundleſs am- 
bition, ariſing from vaſt admiration of infinite 
beauty, and intenſe deſire after infinite good; 
which deſire is inceſſant and eternal as our ex- 
iſtence. 

On the principles of revelation, we ſee the in- 
finite worth of the human ſoul. To ſave this 
ſoul Gop employed his eternal mind: to redeem 
this ſoul the Son of Gop came down to dwell in 
the duſt: one ſoul coſt more than the ſtarry 
heavens, more than the worth of all the angels 
of Gop : to convince this ſoul, the holy Spirit 
has, in a moment, produced viſible changes in 
the order of nature: to inſtru and entertain 
this ſoul he has given a divine revelation of the 
glorious goſpel, and raiſed up the beit men in all 
ages to employ their immortal powers and ta- 
lents : to refine and enlarge this ſoul he has 
exerted his ſanctifying grace: to inhabit this 
ſoul, the eternal Spirit came down from heaven : 
to waſh this ſoul the blood of Gop was ſhed : to 
cloath this ſoul the righteouſneſs of Gop is 
- wrought out: to beautify this ſoul divine grace 
is given : to comfort this ſoul the promiſes of 
Gop are made: to guard this ſoul legions of 
angels are every moment on the wing: to deſtroy 

this 
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this ſoul the devil's legions are hourly employed: 
to ſerve the intereſts of this ſoul the ſtructure of 
the world is preſerved : yea, for the ſake of this 
ſoul, the world itſelf was created: on the behalf 
of this ſoul the Lord Jeſus inceſſantly pleads be- 
fore the throne; to defend and preſerve this ſoul 
God's infinite perfections are every moment ex- 
erted : to eſtabliſh the peace, purity, and ſtrength 
of this ſoul, Gop ſwears a moſt tremendous oara : 
and to raiſe the powers and happineſs of this ſoul 
to eternal heights ; all heaven is prepared, and 
Gop abſolutely and irrevocably beſtows himſelf. 


O!] my reader, what infinite madneſs and ſelf- 
murder is it to NEGLECT that precious ſoul of 
thine, by taking no deep care to have its wounds 
healed, its wants ſupplied, its welfare ſecured, 
and a watch over its beſt intereſts kept up. To 
ABUSE this ſoul is till greater madneſs; and 
ſurely you ought to ſtand in amazement and 
horror at yourſelf, to think how you have de- 
filed your ſoul with luſt, deceived it with errors, 
diſtracted it with frivolous worldly cares, devoted 
it to the devil, and divided for it a portion of 
worldly droſs and dung: and, what is an higher 
degree of ſelf-murder and guilt, you have run 
your ſoul upon the moſt deſperate Hazard z* you 
have expoſed it to God's flaming vengeance z you 

have embarked it upon a rotten bottom; and you 
| have 


Set Mr, Heary's Sermon on deſpifing our Souls. 
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have pawned your foul to the devil for one mo- 
ment's lying Juſt, and pleaſure; for all unlaw- 
ful pleaſure is but the lye of a moment, Pauſe, 
ponder, tremble ; ponder, pauſe, and tremble at 
yourſelf. 

This divine book gives the only true account 
of the NaTURE and BEAUTY of vITAL HOLINESS. 


Hou1wss is the intentional and direct confor- 
mity of che will, in its ſtate of ſpiritual liberty, 
to the will and commands of Gop, dictating to 
man his duty. Or it may be deſcribed thus: 


Horwess is that principle of the new and 
ſpiritual life from God, by which our actions are 
intentionally directed to produce good towards 
all the objects of our rational and free agency in 
heaven and earth. 


The objects of our free and rational agency 
are God, the Father, Son, and holy Spirit; our- 
ſelves, our fellow-chriſtians, and all mankind. 

Holineſs towards Gop conſiſts in the lively con- 
ception of true ideas of his natural and moral per- 
fections in an ardent affection to him as the ſu- 
preme good -a ſerious ſenſe and awe of his power, 
holineſs, and majeſty—a truſt in his ſincerity 
and faithful promiſes—an obedience to the will 
of his providence and the commands of his law 
— lively communion with him in his love and 
grace. | 


Holineſs 
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Holineſs towards Chriſt is a realizing and vivid 
perception of his grandeur, fulneſs, and power, 
to ſave, as mediator—in an ardent love to him 
as our beautiful and generous redeemer in obe- 
dience to his will as our Lord and maſter—in 
learning of him as our wiſe teacher—in imitation 
of his lovely example in his temper and actions 
And in a daily, humble dependence on him as 
our interceſſor and advocate before the throne of 
Gov, | 


- Hozmess towards the holy Spirit conſiſts in a 
lively ſenſe of the excellence and glory of his 
perſon and operations, in an ardent deſire to feel 
his daily influences, and be filled with his graces 
as a ſpirit of adoption, liberty, love, and joy. 
Hotinzss towards ourſelves conſiſts in con- 
fideration, and ſelf-furniture—in humility, and 
ſober ſelf-valuation—in meekneſs, and wiſe ſelf- 
vindication in contentment, or ſelf- poſſeſſion— 
in prudence, or ſelf-· management and in forti- 
tude and conſtancy, or ſelf-confiſtency of cha- 
rafter and condut—in the ſobriety and govern- 
ment of the body as well as the mind ; that is to 
ſay, bodily temperance in meats and drinks— 
chaſtity, or bodily continence=diligence, or 
bodily employment——mortification, or bodily 
ſubjection to reaſon and religion; and all at- 
tended with ſelf - advancement, or a heavenly 
mind and life, 

8 HolixEss 
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HoLixzss towards our fellow-chriſtians and 
all mankind, includes love to man, juſtice and 
univerſal equity, gratitude, courteſy and peace- 
ableneſs, truth and honeſty, mercy and benefi- 
cence, or a delight in doing good to the whole 
world, but eſpecially to the houſehold of faith 
forgiveneſs of injuries, and doing good to our 
enemies, which is the noble and diſtinguiſhing 
temper of a true chriſtian. 


We will now give what I would ſtile] 


A ſcriptural view of zvANGELICAL HOLINEsS and 
SOCIAL VIRTUE. 


Holineſs with regard to Gop, the Father, Son, 
and holy Spirit. 

A new heart will I give you, and a new ſpirit 
will I put within you. Ezek. xxxvi. 26. I will 
give you a heart to know me, that I am the 
Lord, and ye ſhall return to me with your whole 
heart. Jer. xxiv. 7. I will put my ſpirit within 
you, If any man be in Chriſt, he is a new crea- 
ture, 2 Cor. v. 17. And be renewed in the 
ſpirit of your mind. Eph. iv. 23. Partakers of 
the divine nature. 2 Pet. i. 4. Let the ſame 
mind be in you which was in Chriſt Jeſus. Phil. 
ii. 3. The Lonp thy Gop will circumciſe thy 
heart, that thou mayſt love the Loxp thy Gon 
with all thy heart and with all thy ſoul, that thou 
mayſt live. Deut. xxx, 6, To be ſpiritually 
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minded his life and peace. Rom. viii. 6. Faith 
is the exiſtence, ground, and confident expecta- 
tion of bleſſings hoped for, and the demonſtra- 
tion, evidence, and keen conviction of inviſible 
tranſactions; the evidence of an inviſible Gop 
and redeemer, ever preſent to ſuſtain, animate, 
bleſs, and beautify the mind. Heb. xi. 1. * We 
walk by faith, not by ſight. 2 Cor. v. 7. Add 
to patience godlineſs. Thou ſhalt love the 
Lonxp thy Gov with all thy heart, and ſoul, and 
mind, and ſtrength. Matth. xxii. This is life 
eternal, to know thee the only true Gop and 
Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. John xvii. 3. 
Fear Gop, and keep his commandments : for 
this is the whole wiſdom, duty, and happineſs 
of man. Ecc. xii. 13. The fear of Gov is the 
beginning of knowledge and wiſdom.” Prov. i. 7: 
Truſt in the Lord with all thy heart: and lean 
not to thine underſtanding, Prov. ili. 5. That 
your faith and hope might be in Gop. 1 Pet. i, 21. 
Have faith in Gob. Mark xi. 22, Live no longer 
to the luſts of men, but to the will of God. 1 Pet. 
iv. 2. Our fellowſhip is with the father, and with 
his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, 1 John i. 3. In all thy 
ways acknowledge him. Prov. iii. 6. Believe 
in the Loxy your Gov, ſo ſhall ye proſper. 
2 Chron. xx. 20. Repentance towards Gop. 

Acts 
We have endeavoured to expreſs ſomething of the energy of phe ori- 
todd Cate ln this Vraiten rad OP 
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Acts xx. 21. Thou ſhalt worſhip the Logp thy 
Gov, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. Luke iv. 8. 
Gop 4s aſpirit ; and they that worſhip him, muſt 
worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth, John iv. 24. 
Honour the Lord with thy ſubſtance, Prov. iii. g. 
Delight thyſelf in the Lord. Pal. xxxviii. 4. Be 
imitators of Gop as beloved children. Eph. v. 1. 
Rejoice in the Lord always. Philip. iii. 4. We 
joy in Gop. Rom. v. 2. Be faithful to death. 
Rev. ii. 10. Truſt in him at all times, Pſ. Ixii. 8. 
Enoch walked with Gon. Gen. v. 22. Noah 
walked with Gop. vi. 9. The grace of Goo 
teacheth..us to live godly, Titus ii. 11, 12, 
Whether ye eat or drink, or whatever ye do, do 
all to the glory of Gop. 1 Cor. x. 31. Glorify 
Gop with your bodics, and your ſpirits, * 
are his. 1 Cor. vi. 


Faru in Car18T, as our great mediator, is an 
eſſential branch of vital holineſs. Believe on 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. 
Acts xvi. 31. He that believeth not, ſhall be 
damned. Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth on 
me hath everlaſting life. John iii. 16. vi. 47. 
He that believeth not is condemned already. He 
that believeth not the ſon ſhall not sEE LIE: but 
the MATH of Gop abideth on him. John iii. 
18, 36. Loveſt thou me? John xxi. 19, Whom 
having not ſeen, ye love. 1 Pet. i. 8. If any 
man loye not the Lord Jeſus, let him be accurſed 
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till the Lord ſhall come. 1 Cor. xvi; 22. Ye 
are my diſciples, if ye do whatſvever 1 command 
you. John. Learn of me, for I am meek and 
towly. Matth. xi. 29. I have given you an 
example. John xiii. 15. Leaving us an ex- 
ample, that we ſhould follow his ſteps. 1 Pet. 
ii. 24. Come to Gop by him: nh pt 
make interceſſion for us. Heb. vii. 25. 


WarrTHER CAN I FLEE FROM THY SPIRIT ? 
Pſ. cxxxix. Grieve not the holy Spirit of Gop, 
Eph. iv. 30. He will give the holy Spirit to 
them that aſk him. Luke, They being ſent 
forth by the holy Spirit. Acts xiii. 4. The 
Spirit of Gop dwells in you. Rom. viii. 9g. If 
any man haye not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none 
of his. If ye, through the Spirit, do mortify 
the deeds or luſts of the body, ye ſhall live, 
Rom. viii. 11, Ye are led (agontai, powerfully 
actuated) by the Spirit. Ver, 14. The love of 
the Spirit, Rom. xv. 30. Your body is the 
temple of the holy Spirit, « Cor. vi. 19, Ye 
all drink into one Spirit, 1 Cor. xi. 13. I wil 
pray with the Spirit, and with underftanding, 
1 Cor. xiv. I will ſing with the Spirit, and 
with underſtanding, Ver. 15. By the grace of 
Gop, I am what I am, 1 Cor. xv. The fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace. Gal. v. 22. Live 
in the Spirit, walk in the Spirit. Ver. 28. Bs 

FILLED WITH THE $PIRIT, Eph. v. 18, Praying 
| Pp 2 with 


1 300 ] 


with all prayer in the Spirit. Eph. vi, 18. 
Worſhip. Gop in the Spirit. Philip. iii. 3. 
Quench not the Spirit. x Theſ. v. 19. Keep 
the form, the liyely deſcription or delineation of 
ſound words by the holy Spirit. 2 Tim, i. 14, 15, 
Obey the truth through the Spirit, 1 Pet. i. 22, 
Praying in or by the holy Spirit. Jude, ver. 20, 
Hear what the Spirit ſayeth to the churches. This 
command 1s repeated ſeven times, Rev. ii. 3. 
Grace and peace from the ſeven Spirits which are 
before his throne. Rev, i. 4. Seven lamps of 
fire burning before the throne, Rev. iv. 5. Seven 
eyes are the ſeven Spirits of Gop. Rev. v. 6. 
The Spirit of life from Gop. Rev. xii. 11. I 
will give to him that is thirfty, of the fountain 
of the water of life freely. Rev. xxi. 6. ' A pure 
river of water of life, clear as cryſtal, proceed- 
ing out of the throne ar G, * of ye lamb. 
Rev. xXil.- a I" 


« Ceran ain and ſelf. forniture —Conlider 
your ways, conſider your ways. Hag. i. 5, 7, I 
thought on my ways. Pf. cxix, 59. Renewed in 
knowledge. Colof. iii. 10. Humility—Be not 
wiſe in your own conceit, Rom, xii. Leſs than 
leaſt. Eph. iii. 8, Be not proud. Jer. xiii. 1 5 The 
ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit. 1 Pet. iii. Be 
content with ſuch things as ye have. Heb. xiii, 
Godlineſs with contentment is great gain. 1 Tim. 
yi, My ſervant ſhall deal prudently, Iſai. Be 
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wiſe as ſerpents, and harmleſs as doves. Matth. 
Quit you like men: be ſtrong. 1 Cor. xvi. Be 
ſtrong in the Lord. Eph. vi. Take heed left 
your. hearts be overcharged with ſurfeiting and 
' drunkenneſs. Luke xxi. 34. Be temperate in all 
things, 1 Cor. ix. Be not drunk with wine. Eph, 
y. 18, He that loveth pleaſure ſhall be a poor 
man. Prov. xxi. 17. The drunkard and the 
glutton ſhall come to poverty. xxiii. 21. Be 
ſober, grave, temperate. Titus ii. 2, 6, Thou 
ſhalt not commit adultery. Exod. xx. 14. No 
unclean perſon hath any inheritance in the king 
dom of Gov. Eph. 5, 6. I ſaw a young man 
yoid of underſtanding. See the alarming picture, 
Proy. vii. 7-12. Fornication, and all unclean» 
neſs, let it not be once named amongſt you, as 
becometh ſaints; neither filthineſs, nor fooliſh 
talking, or lewd turns, or obſcene jeſting, which 
are by no means agreeable, Eph. v. 3, 4. The 
ſoul of the ſluggard deſireth and hath nothing, 
but the ſoul of the diligent ſhall be made fat. 
Prov. xiii, 4. She (i. e. the virtuous woman) 
looketh well to the ways of her houſehold, and 
eateth not the bread of idleneſs—her works 
praiſe her in the gates—ſtrength and honour are 
her cloathing. Prov. xxxi. 27, 28. Mortify, there- 
fore, fornication, uncleanneſs, pathetic wiſhes, 
vicious inclinations, or impure taſte, and in- 
' fatiable deſire, which is idolatry. Colo. iii, 5. 
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I keep under my body, and bring it into ſubjec- 
tion. 1 Car. ix. 27. Our converſation is in 
heaven. Philip. iii. 20. They defire a better 
country. Heb. xi.— We are all ſenfible of the 
happy frame and temper a perſon may be put 
into, by a bright and coop yrosPECT of ſelf. 
advancement to any eminent poſt and honourable 
ſtation in temporal life : how much more ſhould 
it give caſe to our minds, and greatneſs and 
dignity to our ſpirits, to think of our vaſt ad- 
vancement to liberty and dominion in the eternal 
empire of Gop | 


Hotiwess and SOCIAL VIRTUE towards all man- 
kind, and eſpecially to the church of Gon.—Thov 
ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. Matth. xxii. 
39. Fulkil ye the royal law, (nomon baſilikon) 
thou ſhalt Jove thy neighbour as thyſelf. Jam, ii. 
8.--The moſt beautiful deſcription of the ſocial 
grace of chriſtian love that ever was-diftated by 
Gop, and written by the inſpired pen of the 
greateſt apoſtle, we have in 1 Cor, xiii, Love 
is of great extent of mind, and an enlarged 
generous temper; and is eaſy, gentle, full of 
benignity, and kind diſpoſitions ; it has no in- 
vidious affection: it vaunteth not with a vain 
ambitious deſire to be the greateſt, and to ſhine 
with an oſtentatious glare in the public eye: it 
is not ſwelled with pride at the applauſe of 
others: it doth not proudly act out of charac- 
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ter, with à ſtiff and diſdainful air, and inſolent 
haughtineſe towards others: it ſeeketh not ſelf- 
pleaſing and 8:LF-iNTEREST only, to the injury of 
others: it is not bitterly nor outrageouſly pro- 
voked: it does not attentively think evil of 
others; nor ſuppoſe, apprehend, or judge others 
to be evil; it does not reaſon out, or dig up 
eyil and miſchief concerning other perſons ; nor 
does it impute evil haſtily to others, nor ſet it 
down to their account, and charge it home upon 
their characters without full evidence: it rejoiceth 
not in iniquity : it is not glad, it feels no plea- 
ſure in the vile conduct of others, but is really 
grieved and ſorry at the bad conduct of, fooliſh 
and wicked profeſſors of the goſpel ; ir rejoiceth 
in the truth of the goſpel, and in all godly 
lincerity of beart, and in all true converſion of 
fouls to Chriſt ; it covers all lamented blemiſhes 
in our fellow-chriſtians, and hath a joyful voice 
to publiſh right and good things of every worthy 
believer in the world: it believeth the beſt of 
every upright and amiable character in the church 
of Chriſt : it hopeth the beſt of all thoſe who, 
in the main, evince themſelves to be the true 
children of Gop. Love, true evangelical love, 
flowing from a divine life, nature, and principle, 
never faileth, but is immortal as our exiſtence, 
and eternal as the nature, duration, and life of 
G0. -I will add a few more of the ſcriptural 
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beauties of chriſtian love; viz. Be kindly affec- 
tionate one to another, (philoſtorgoi) have a 
ſtrong natural tenderneſs, ſuch as thoſe animals 
who have the moſt violent natural affection to 
their young. Rom. xii. 10. Owe no man any 
thing, but to love one another, xiii; 8. Be 
unanimous, ſympathizing, compaſſionate, full of 
bowels : be courteous, (philophrones) of a friend- 
ly loving mind. 1 Pet. iii. 8. Above all things 
have fervent love. 4 Pet. iv. 8. Unfeigned love 
with a pure heart, fervently, 1 Pet. i. 22. Unity 
in the ſpirit in the bond of peace. One body; 
one ſpirit; one hope; one Lord; one faith; one 
Gop ; one baptiſm: here are ſeven ones, or 
vnities. Eph. iv. 3. One heart, and one ſoul, 
Acts iv. 32. Joined all in one ſoul, (fump- 
ſuchoi) Phil. ii. 1, 2. Bleſſed are the merci- 
ful. Matth. v. 7. Put on bowels of mercies. 
Coloſ. iii. 12. Be not weary in well doing. Let 
us do good to all men, eſpecially to them ho 
are of the houſhold of faith. Gal. 9, 10. If 
ye forgive men their treſpaſſes, your heavenly 
father will alſo forgive you. If ye forgive not 
men, neither will your heavenly father forgive 
you. Matth. vi. 14, 15. Peter ſaid, Lord, how 
oft ſhall my brother fin againſt me, and I forgive 
him? till ſeven times? Jeſus ſaith unto him, I 
ſay not unto thee, until ſeven times; but until 


SEVENTY TIMES SEVEN, Matth. xviii. 21, 22. 
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Be merciful, as your father is merciful. Do good, 
hoping for nothing again; and your reward ſhall 
be great: ye ſhall be the children of the higheſt. 
If ye do good to them which do good to you, 
what thank have you? for ſinners alſo love thoſe 
that love them, WhraT bo YE Moak THAN 
oTHERS ? Luke vi. 2736. Matth. v. 47, Judge 
not, and ye ſhall not be judged. Give, and it 
ſhall be given to you: good meaſure, preſſed 
down, ſhaken together, and running over, ſhall 
men give into your boſom. Luke vi. 3), 38. 
Be not overcome 'of evil : but conquer evil with 
good, If it be poſſible, live peaceably with all 
men. Avenge not yourſelves, If thine enemy 
hunger, feed him; if he thirſt, 'give him drink. 
Rom. xii. 17—21, Love your enemies, bleſs 
them that curſe you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which defpitefally uſe 
you. Matth. v. 43, 44. I have not ſuffered my 
mouth to fin, by wiſhing a curſe to his foul, 
Job xxxi. 29, 30. Do jusTLY, love mercy. 
Micah vi. 8. Render to all their dues : -honour 
to whom honour. Rom. xiji. 7, Whatſvever ye 
would that men ſhould do to you, do ye the 
ſame to them: for this is the ſpirit of all the 
law and the prophets. Matth. vii. 12. This is 
the GOLDEN RULE and the ROYAL LAW which 
ought every moment of life to reign over kings 
and ſubjects: preachers and people: huſbands. 
| Qq and 
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beauties of chriſtian love; viz. Be kindly affec- 
tionate one to another, (philoſtorgoi) have a 
ſtrong natural tenderneſs, ſuch as thoſe animals 
who have the moſt violent natural affection to 
their young. Rom. xii. 10. Owe no man any 
thing, but to love one another, xiii; 8. Be 
unanimous, ſympathizing, compaſſionate, full of 
bowels : be courteous, (philophrones) of a friend- 
ly loving mind. 1 Pet. iii. 8, Above all things 
have fervent love. 4 Pet. iv. 8. Unfeigned love 
with a pure heart, fervently, 1 Pet. i. 22. Unity 
in the ſpirit in the bond of peace. One body; 
one ſpirit; one hope; one Lord; one faith; one 
Gop ; one baptiſm: here are ſeven ones, or 
vnities. Eph, iv. 3. One heart, and one ſoul, 
Acts iv. 32. Joined all in one ſoul, (ſump- 
ſuchoi) Phil. ii. 1, 2. Bleſſed are the merci- 
ful. Matth. v. 7. Put on bowels of mercies. 
Coloſ. iii. 12. Be not weary in well doing. Let 
us do good to all men, eſpecially to them who 
are of the houſhold of faith. Gal. 9, 10. If 
ye forgive men their treſpaſſes, your heavenly 
father will alſo forgive you. If ye forgive not 
men, neither will your heavenly father forgive 
you. Matth. vi. 14, 18. Peter ſaid, Lord, how 
oft ſhall my brother fin againſt me, and I forgive 
him? till ſeven times? Jeſus ſaith unto him, I 
ſay not unto thee, until ſeven times; but until 
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Be merciful, as your father is merciful. Do good, 
hoping for nothing again ; and your reward ſhall 
be great: ye ſhall be the children of the higheſt. 
If ye do good to them which do good to you, 
what thank have you? for ſinners alſo love thoſe 
that love them, Wnar bo YE MORE THAN 
oTHERs ? Luke vi. 27=36. Matth. v. 47. Judge 
not, and ye ſhall not be judged. Give, and it 
ſhall be given to you: good meaſure, preſſed 
down, ſhaken together, and running over, ſhall 
men give into your boſom. Luke vi. 3), 38. 
Be not overcome of evil : but conquer evil with 
good, If it be poſſible, live peaceably with all 
men. Avenge not yourſelves, If thine enemy 
hunger, feed him; if he thirſt, 'give him drink. 
Rom. xii. 17—21, Love your enemies, bleſs 
them that curſe you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which defpitefally uſe 
you. Matth. v. 43, 44. I have not ſuffered my 
mouth to fin, by wiſhing a curſe to his ſoul, 
Job xxxi. 29, 30. Do jusTLY, love mercy. 
Micah'vi. 8. Render to all their dues : -honour 
to whom honour. Rom. xiii. 7. Whatſdever ye 
would that men ſhould do to you, do ye the 
ſame to them: for this is the ſpirit of all the 
law and the prophets. Matth. vii. 12. This is 
the coLDEN RULE and the ROYAL LAW which 
ought every moment of life to reign over kings 
and ſubjects: preachers and people: huſbands 
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and wives: parents and children: maſters and 
ſervants: brothers and ſiſters: friend and friend: 
and, if obeyed univerſally, would turn the whole 
world into the paradiſe of Gop ! 

Putting away LYING, ſpeak every One TRUTH 
with his neighbour. Eph. iv. 23. In ſimplicity 
and godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, 
2 Cor. i. 12. Let INTEGRITY and uprightneſs 
preſerve me. Pf. xxv. 21. The devil, when he 
ſpeaketh a lye, ſpeaketh of his own, for he is 
4 lyar, and the father of a lye. John vili. 44. 
Lying lips are an abomination. to Gop: but they 
that deal truly are his delight. Prov. xii, 22, 
Jesvs ſays, I am the Turn. John xiv. 6, He 
that ſpeaketh lyes ſhall not eſcape. Prov. xix. 5. 
He that loveth and maketh a lye ;-yea, all lyars 
ſhall have their part in that. lake which, burneth 
with fire and. brimſtone. Rev. xxi. 8. That ye 
may be SINCERE. Philip. i. 10. Sincerity. and 
truth. 1 Cor. v. 8. Worſhip Goo in ſpirit and 
truth. John iv. 24. Draw near with a true 
heart. _ Heb. x. 22. Seryants, be obedient, in 
SINGLENESS of heart: not men-pleaſers, but do- 
ing the will of Gon from, the heart, Eph. vi. 
5, 6, Be ſteadfaſt, unmoveable, always. abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord, 1 Cor. xv. 58, 
Thine, heart is tender, 2 Chron, xxxiv. 2.7, . An 
heart of fleſh, i. e. a tender heart, tender appre- 
henſions of Gop, tender reflections of conſcience, 
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and ſuſceptible of the tender impreſſians of God's 
word and ſpirit. Be zealous and repent, Rev. 
i. g. It is good to be zealouſly affected always, 
in a good thing. Gal. iv. 18. — Thus we have 
given you a compendiaus view of the beauty of 
vital godlineſs,* and ſocial virtue, from the pure 
Scriptures of truth: and what man, that has any 
{&nſe.or honeſty, will affirm, that theſe writings 
are the invention of good men or bad men, of 


devils or angels; and not given by Inſpiration 
from the holy and good Gop ! 


This glorious and Gop- breathed. ' bagk ſets 
before us, to allure our zealous 1MITATION, the 
moſt lovely ExaurkEs of vital, HQLINESS and 


generous virtue. Here you ſee Abel offering 
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We haze ſome of the moſt beautiful deliteations of :vangetical halls 
neſs and ſocial virtue given by our Eaglilh divines, that ever appeared in 
the world. The HUMAN, *0CIAL, and DIVINE graces are diſplayed by 
the great and good Dx. Samurr WIr, in his Great Concern of Hu- 
man Life. 3d edit. 1733. His Scriptural View of the Human Virtues, 
$v0, 2730. And Jus ric and CHartrTry in all their Branches. 80. 
1732. 1 ay, they are diſplayed by this svnrIME wars with ſuch 
D1GxITY of TroucnT as to make ſerious, practical religion the moſt 
lovely and beautiful of all objects. Dx; Joux Evans's Sermons, on the 
CanitsTian TZurzz, 2 vob. $vo. with the Abridgement by Dr. Stone- 
houſe and his iricads, 80. pr. 18. 6d. art above all chrmendation. Dr. 
WarTTs's Sermons, on Chriſtian Morality, are truly and richly evan- 
gelical. The twenty · ſaur Sermons, by the Rev. Mr. Jonx Masox, on the 
CantsTian MozaLs, or Diſcourſes an the Human, Divine, Chriſtian, 
and Social Graces, 2 vols. Jo. <xbibit fine ſenſe, a moſt correct and 
dclicate taſte, in a nervous elegant ſtyle ; and, with a deep ſenſe of ſerious 
religion, warming and enliveniog at once both the head and the heart of 
the * ingenious and amiable author, 
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with yraiTH in Chriſt: Enoch walks with Gop: 
Noah moved with the moſt godly rear : Abra- 
ham's unbounded obedience, flowing from a moſt 
vigorous FAITH : Iſaac, a pattern of a moſt quiet 
pacific ſpirit : Jacob is nobly bold to wreſtle with 
his Goo in PRAYER : Joſeph, a noble pattern of 
CHASTITY, and purity of affections : Job, a mir- 
rour of paTIEncE : Moſes, a ſtriking example of 
MEEKNEsSS: Phineas exerts the moſt daring zeal : 
Samuel and Obadiah, ſweet patterns of the moſt 
early PIETY: David flames and ſoars in pEvoTION : 
Solomon chuſes wisbom above all things: Joſiah 
ſhines in TzNDERNEss of heart: the three he- 
roes courageouſly dare the fiery furnace: Daniel 
abounds in wiſdom and rorTITUDE to aſtoniſh- 
ment: Mary Magdalene * melts into the deepeſt 
REPENTANCE :- Peter weeps bitterly : John, a 
mirrour of ſoftneſs and Love : Stephen triumphs 
amidit outrage and blood: Paul riſes into all the 
ſublimity of devotion and courage, and unites 
the zeal of a ſeraph with the deepeſt humility, 
and more than the wiſdom of an archangel : but 
| above 


o The ardent yzayzns of Hannah: the wizbom and underflanding 
of Abigail, adorned with her beautiful countenance and amiable sor- 
„ts of MANNERS: the exalted IE Ty of Elizabeth: the purity, 
fimplicity, and vicnrty of the Virgin Mary: with the bumble and 
fervent pz voT10N of the fiſters of Lazarus: and the daring yoxTITUDE 
of the holy women, who went early to viſit the ſepulchre, and manifeſt 
their unſhaken aTrTAcnmentT to their divine MASTER and friend =] 
ſay, theſe beautiful zxxamyLzs ought never to be forgotten for one mo- 
ſeat ; and will be peculiarly uſeful to chriſtian women in every age of 
the church, 


L 309 ] 


above all, we have the example of the Son of 
Gop, in whom we ſee all divine and human per- 
fections ſhine out with the moſt reſplendent luſtre. 
In Chriſt we ſee the moſt illuſtrious behaviour 
towards his father, towards his friends, towards 
his enemies, and towards himſelf ; and, in the 
common courſe of our ſaviour's life amidſt a moſt 
brilliant conſtellation of eminent virtues, all 
equally worthy of our moſt zealous imitation, 
you cannot but obſerve THREE graces that ſhine 
out with a diſtinguiſhed luftre as ſtars of the 
firſt magnitude, 


1. Supzkiokrry to the whole world, and all 
its alluring and attractive blandiſnments. He 
had a noble contempt of all thoſe pleaſures 
which worldly men purſue with ſo much ardour, 
and in which they place their chief joy. Earthly 
riches and pleaſures he deſpiſed; carnal honours 
and preferments he ſcorned ; and all the idols 
and luſts, which draw men into eternal ruin, he 
diſdained with his whole heart. 


2. Aſtoniſhing pRLIoHr in doing coop, *T'was 
the inceſſant labour and joy of his ſoul to inſtruct, 
and cheer, and bleſs mankind ; the ſincerity, pu- 
rity, and fervour of his love to mankind, was 
the life of his life, and his daily and hourly 
felicity. Nothing in our world ever equalled 
his delight, in every moment of his life, to do 
800. 


2. His 


310 J 


3. His delicate pzcoruM, DIGNITY, and BEAU- 
r f conduct: the fitneſs, the propriety, and 
conſiſtency of his behaviour and character, are 
above all praiſez yea, above all deſcription or 
conception. Tis really aſtoniſhing and delight- 
full to obſerve what a vaſt variety of characters 
our redeemer ſuſtains every moment, with ſuch 
amazing dignity, fulneſs, and beauty; ſo that no 
one character, name, or relation, intrenches on 
another, or eclipſes the reſt, —See Mr. Maſon's 
Sermon on the Imation of Chriſt, Vol. 2, 


P- 121. 


This wonderful and delightful book aſſigns to 
us the moſt glorious EMPLOYMENT, in the beſt 
oo WORKS, all through life, (viz.) to cLorkIFY 
Cusisr with a view to enjoy him for ever. 


To glorify Chriſt is the nobleſt work of a ra- 
tional creature: it conſiſts in making his beauty 
and fulneſs, his grandeur and power, his illuf- 
trious perfections and tenderneſs, conſpicuous in 
the moſt vivid and ſtriking manner to mankind, 
and eſpecially to the church of Gop. Or, in 
ſhorter worde, 

To glorify Chriſt is to diſcover and declare, 
in the moſt vivid and conſpicuous manner, the 
illuſtrious power, fulneſs, grace, and tenderneſs 
of Chriſt as the Gov and ſalvation of a ſinner. 

We glorify Chriſt by committing our immortal 
powers and higheſt intereſts into his hands: con- 

feſſing 
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feſfing our impurity and his holineſs, our guilt 
and his righteouſneſs : loving him above alt 
worlds, as the object of our choiceſt thoughes 
and moſt tranſcendent eſteem: being zealous for 
the diſplay of his moſt beautiful perfections, and 
his glorious goſpel : exerting all our talents of 
reaſon and grace to proclaim his ſhining perfec- 
tions, and to make him owned and loved amongſt 
his redeemed people. 

We glorify Chriſt by walking humbly with 
him. What does the Lord require of thee, but 
to walk humbly with thy Gop. Micah vi. 8. 
This acknowledges our infinite diſtance from the 
grandeur and dignity of Chriſt; our unworthĩ- 
neſs before him, and dependence upon him; the 
imperfection of our knowledge and goodnefs ; 
the greatneſs of our guilt ; the impurity of our 
internal character; and our deſert of eternal 
death, 


Me glorify Chriſt when we abound in thank- 
fulgeſs and gratitude to him for his bleſſings and 
comforts ; this gives him- the glory of being the 
author of our mercies. Thankfulneſs ſets an high 
valve on- all the favours and bleſſings of Chriſt, 

as-the Gop of nature, providence, and grace. 
We glorify Chriſt by walking chearfully before 
him. This declares to all the world dur inward 
ſatisfaction and pleaſure: this recommends his 
ſervice 


* 
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ſervice to mankind as moſt agreeable to our ra- 
tional powers, ſweet to our affections, promotive 
of our nobleſt intereſt and higheſt aims of ſelf- 
advancement in Gop : it ſhews to men, angels, 
and devils, that we do not repent * of engaging 
in the cauſe of Chriſt; that we do not wiſh we 
had continued to ſerve our old maſter, the prince 
of hell, rather than Chriſt ; but that we rejoice 
we have eſcaped his cruel tyranny, and find 
eternal liberty, dignity, dominion, and pleaſure, 
in the ſervice of the Son of Gop. We glorify 
Chriſt when we have a noble ambition to do the 
greateſt good in our power, and act to the ut- 
moſt extent of our abilities, to ſerve his people, 
and advance the happineſs of the world. It 
ought to be one of our firſt thoughts in the 
morning, What coop may I do this day? What 
good ſhall I do to the churches of Chriſt ? What 
ſhall T do for the good of my family ? What 
good ſhall we do for our relations ? What good 
ſhall I do to my enemies, and how ſhall I over- 
come evil with good ? What ſhall I do for the 
more general intereſt of religion in the world? 
What good ſhall I do to the civil ſociety to 
which I am related? Is there any perſon, who 
is able to do the good that Hes out of my reach, 
to whom I may apply for that purpoſe ? What 
good ſhall I do to the poor in affliction and 
_ Want? 


. 5 Dr, Ridgeley's Body of Diyinity Pe 3 
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want? What ſhall I do for the intereſt of Gop 
in my own heart and life, * 

Thus godlike is the religion of Jeſus: it is 
like its author, the chiefeſt among ten thouſand, 
and altogether lovely. 

The moſt noble and divine MoTives, addreſſed 
to the beſt sprINGs of action in the ſoul, are to 
be found in the holy Scriptures, far beyond all 
the SANCT10NS of the Law of NATURE. + 


MOTIVES are Conſiderations of G6oD and Evil, 
propoſed to the mind, to excite its eager purſuit 
of the one, and its rapid flight from the other, 


with the utmoſt ardour and ſpeed. 
You 


This was Dr. Cotton Mather's practice, at Boſton, in New-England, 
for forty years together. He died, Feb. 13, 1723.,—Sce the Abridgment 
of his Life, by Dr. Jennings, 22mo. 

+ The SaxcTions of the Law of warum, or the motives which 
enforce that law on the reaſcn and conſcience of mankind, are either 
preſent or future. 

The ratur $AXCT10N of Wande, addrefling our hopes, conſiſt 
in the peace and approbation of a man's own mind—in the ſatisfaQtion 
and pleaſure arifing from a juſt ſelf-approbation—in health of body and 
fine ſpiritz—efteem and honour amongſt men— be favour and friendſhip 
of wiſe and worthy men—proſperity and ſucceſs in our outward affairs 
—the aufpicious ſmiles and kind concurrence of divine providence 
with the hopes of farther favours, bonours, and pleaſures in life ; all 
which are the uſual rewards of virtue. | 

On the other hand; as to yUXN13HMENTS, the yaESENT SANCTIONS 
of the law of nature addrefling our fears, in caſe of Won ak vit, in- 
clude the terrible reverſe of the above, (via.) pungent horrors of mind, 
with ſhame, bluſhes, and ſelf-conterapt : diſſatisfaction arifing from ſelf · 
contempt and ftings of conſcience, with bitter remorſe and foreboding 
horrors : fickneſs of body, painful diſeaſes, and bad ſpirits : contempt 


and 
Rr 
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You ſee in this divine book all the paſſions 
and ſprings of motion addreſſed with the moſt 
vivid fire, force, and tenderneſs. 


Fear of evil, and horror at the loſs of all 
good, are touched by the tremendous threaten- 
ings of Gov. Hope of good, yea, a lively 
hope of all good, is excited by the promiſes, the 
exceeding great and precious promiſes of the 
goſpel. Gratitude is touched into the higheſt 
tone, by a ſenſe of the intenſe and generous 
love of Chriſt to us, who was an utter ſtranger 
to us, and yet he loved ug——we were in the 
meaneſt ſtate, and yet he loved us—we were of 
the moſt worthleſs characters, and yet he loved 
us——yea, we were vile, deteſtable, and horrid 
characters, and yet he loved us—yea, farther, 
and more horrid ſtill, we were bitter enemies to 
Gov, and yet he loved us. If ſuch generous and 
unparalled love will not touch the ſprings of 
gratitude, 
and diſgrace amongſt mankind : the averſion and diſdain of wiſe and 


heneſt men: vexations and loſſes in outward affairs : a deſpair of the 
kind concurrence of divine providence, and an expectation of the frowns 
of Gov, with a dread of greater evils and worſe events, as the natural 
and moral conſequences of a bad heart and profligate manners before 
Gop and mankind; with many more horrible calamities which do uſually 
attend on vice; and many of them, without fail, purſue the finner. 

The rUTURE SANCTIONS of the law of nature, are the rewards and 
puniſhments reſerved in an after ftate,—Sce Gzove's Explanation and 
Proof of the Law of Nature. Moral Philoſ. vol. 2. 

V. B. Theſe are fine ſentiments, and grounded in reaſon, juſtice, and 
truth : but, alas ! how weak and inefficacious are all the ſanctions of the 
light and law of nature, when compared with the bright and powerful 
motives of DIVINE EKEVELATION ! 


„„ WM 

gratitude, we have no life of grace in us. Here 
are motives addreſſed to ambition, glory, ſhame, 
intereſt, and pleaſure, in the moſt tender and 
prudent manner, and ſuch as will not fail to 
reach the great end, if we have the heart, the 
life, and ſpirit of true chriſtians. But theſe 
glorious and ſublime motives muſt be diſplayed 
more at large in another part of this work. 


This glorious volume of Gop furniſhes the 
ſtrongeſt cox bias and moſt generous $UPPORTS 
under all the TRoUBLEs of life, (viz,) poverty, 
ſickneſs, the loſs of friends, and the malice of 


enemies, 


Gop ſupplies his worſt enemies with good, and 
will he ſtarve his beſt friends in our world ? He 
employs all his angels to wait on the leaſt 
chriſtian, and will he not ſupply his real wants ? 
He has given a thouſand aſſurances of temporal 
bleſſings, and will he withold thoſe bleſſings till 
time with us ſhall be no longer? He has ſup- 
plied all his people, in all paſt ages, for thouſands 
of years : he cloaths his people with a divine and 
infinite righteouſneſs : he feeds his people with 
the fleſh and blood of his ſon, which is meat and 
drink indeed : he has given the ſoul, the im- 
mortal ſoul of his ſon for our redemption : he 
makes our bodies the temples of the holy Spirit : 
from all eternity he has put our perſons, with our 
grace and glory, into the hands of Chriſt : he 

Rr 2 will 
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will give us a city paved with gold, and gates 
made of ſolid pearls : he has ſettled on us a moſt 
glorious and eternal kingdom, an unbounded 
empire: he has ſaved us already from the powers 
of darkneſs and eternal fire: he has given us a 
rich experience of his boundleſs goodneſs in this 
life: we have taſted the infinite ſweetneſs and 
good that is in Chriſt Jeſus, and the preſent in- 
timations of his love: he ſpeaks out his friendly 
cautions, FEAR NOT, above forty times: his voice 
in his promiſes is clear, tender, warm, and pa- 
thetic: he gives us a clear proſpect of eternal 
life : and Gop has given himſelf to us, in his glo- 
rious exiſtence and perfections, without reſerve, 
all confirmed with his folemn oath ; and will he 
deny us temporal ſupplies ? 


ConSOLATIONS againſt the TERRORS of DEATH, 
are moſt gloriouſly furniſhed by divine revela- 
tion. | 
Death is the king of terrors, and the terror of 
kings: tis the moſt terrible of all terribles. 
Wherever this horrid monſter comes he ſtagnates 
the movements of the blood—drives the breath 
cout of the lungs- deſtroys all ſenſation in the 
nerves—puts an entire ſtop to all voluntary mo- 
tion tears the ſoul and body aſunder—com- 
mands the man to leave the world, and all his 
friends and ſweeteſt enjoyments—curns the body 
to rottenneſs and aſhes - ſummons the ſoul to 


appear 
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appear before the great God in an inviſible world 
declares the good or bad qualities of the heart 
——ſcals up the character of all men—and bids us 
enter into a vaſt eternity, with the exerciſe of all 
our thinking powers, in a new way of perception 
and ſenſation, | 

ConsSOLATION is the relief of the mind under 
any trouble or perplexity, by the preſence and 
taſte of a o which ſhall outballance all the 
EVILS we feel or fear. 


The goſpel opens to our view the moſt glorious 
conſiderations to ſupport the ſoul in the approach- 
es and proſpects of death. 


Revelation teaches us to think often of death 
in. every point of view—to expect death every 
day, yea, every hour ; and that the time and man- 
ner of our death are entirely in the hands of Gop 
every moment. It commands us to take off our 
affections from the fond love of the ſpirit, plea- 
ſures, and manners of the world; it teaches us 
powerfully to hate and forſake all ſin, and purſue 
the life and power of godlineſs ; and allures and 
perſuades us to repoſe ourſelves on Gop's fatherly 
providence every hour, 


This immortal book aſſures us that Gop will 
be with us, by his spRTr and PRESENCE, in our 
moſt grievous agonies and ſtruggles with death : 
he will come into the ſoul and abide with us by 
a preſence 


= 


a preſence of power to ſupport, by a preſence of 
goodneſs to ſupply, and a preſence of light and 
love to chear the heart, which no agonies can 
withſtand, no terrors can vanquiſh, and which 
will finally triumph over all oppoſition. 


In the approaches of death, and in our con- 
flicts with that LasT Enemy, Gop will give us 
the light of his countenance, as a kind and 
@RACIOUS FATHER : he will impreſs on our hearts 
a ſenſe of the excellent honour he has done us in 
the great act of apoeTIon, which tranſcends all 
the other acts of ſovereign grace: and if he ſhall 
be pleaſed to infuſe into our ſouls the ſpirit of 
adoption-in the agonies of death, we ſhall then 
realize the hand of a father, and ſay, I am dying 
at my father's command; I die by my father's 
hand, and under the favour of his propitious 
ſmiles and approbation, * 


This precious book throws open before our 
eyes the SUFFERINGS and brarRH of Chriſt, and 
the infinite worth and efficacy of his blood, as a 
rich conſolation to our ſouls in the approaches 
and agonies of death. The true chriſtian may 
ſay, © Chriſt, by dying, has taken away the ſting 
of death ; he'has exhauſted the curſe, diſſolved 
my obligation to puniſhment, has altered the 
property and changed the face of death, ſo that 

; he 


The laſt words Dr, Gill ſpoke, were, * Oh, my father! my father!“ 
He died Oct. 14, 1771, aged 73.—Sce his Life in the Collection of Ser- 
mens and Tracts, vol. . 4to. 1773. 
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he cannot appear as the horrible king of terrors, 
but is changed into a meſſenger of peace to fetch 
me home to my father's houſe, and the boſom of 
Gop.” 


The goſpel ſhews us Chriſt lying pea in his 
GRAVE to comfort us againſt the fears of death. 
See that dead body in that tomb : Whoſe is it ? 
See his hands, his feet, his head, his ſide! How 
is that body drained of blood and bereft of life ! 
and for what end? O! ſays Dr, Owen, he is 
lovely in his death; yea, therein, moſt lovely to 
ſinners : never more glorious and deſirable, than 
when he came broken, and dead from the croſs : 
then he had carried all our fins out of the fight 
of divine juſtice : then had he made peace and 
reconciliation for us : then had he procured life 
and immortality for us.—See his admirable book 
on Communion with Goo. 1657. p. 86. 


See the Lord Jeſus in his xzsuRREcTION and 
abſolute victory over death and the grave. This 
is a delightful ſight to a dying believer ; and this 
view the goſpel affords to every true chriſtian in 
the world. See the angel deſcends from heaven 
in flames of fire; his countenance blazes like 
' lightening z he rolls back the ponderous ſtone, 
and, in dazzling glory, he firs upon it, flaſhing 
fire and terror on the Roman guards : they be- 


come as dead men : they are not worthy to ſee 
the Lord ariſe. See him coming out of his 


3 grave, . 
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grave, like a mighty conqueror, never more 
to die; but always to triumph over Satan, 
death, and fin, Let the dying chriſtian fix his 
eye on this riſing Gop, and inſult death: O 
tyrant, where is thy ſting! O! grave, where is 
thy victory ! 

This volume of Inſpiration ſhews us the ascex- 
siox of Jzsvs into heaven with amazing triumph, 
and fitting down, ſurrounded with honour, at 
Gop's right hand. O] chriſtian, in a few hours, 
perhaps in a few moments, thou wilt be with 
him where he is, to behold his glory, and to 
ſhare in the joys of his triumphs over death : 
thou wilt look down on thy pale dead body, and 
ſmile to find thy ſoul releaſed, and that death has 
done his worſt to thy mortal frame. 


This glorious and immortal book ſhews to the 
dying chriſtian, in a ſtrong point of light, the 
VITAL UN10N between CarsT and his sour, as an 
invincible and victorious consoLaTIONn. O! be- 
liever, Chriſt is thy life; and, becauſe he lives, 
thou ſhalt live alſo: his fleſh is meat indeed : 
his blood is drink indeed : and thou haſt eat his 
fleſh and drank his blood by faith; therefore 
Chrift lives in thee, and thou liveſt in Chriſt. 
His life ſecures eternal life to thy foul ; and thou 
mayſt defy death, and bid him do his worſt ; he 
can never touch thy nobler part; thy life from 
Chriſt is eternal as the duration of Gop himſelf; 

the 
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the firſt fruits of heaven are thine now. See Dr. 
Watts on the Firſt Fruits of Heaven, in his World 
to come. 8 vo. 


The goſpel affures us, that death ſhall totally 
deliver us from all TEMeoRAL kvils. What a con- 
fluence of temporal evils do we meet with? Weari- 
neſs, and ſickneſs, and pains of the body=croſſes 
and loſſes in buſineſs - the malice and flander 
of wicked men—the haughty contempt of the 
proud—the bitter words of the angry and quar- 
relſome— the baſeneſs, deceit, and treachery of 
pretended friends; and the folly and fickleneſs 
of real ones with the ſcandalous falls of the 
preachers of the goſpel—the vile apoſtacy of 
ſplendid profeſſors, and the horrible crimes that 
break out in their lives and converſation. All 
theſe, with a thouſand other troubles, vex the 
true chriſtian's ſoul, and excite him to wiſh for 
that world of bleſſedneſs, where the wicked ceaſe 
from troubling, and the weary are at reſt, 


Death will deliver us from all the ſad 1MpzR- 
FECT1ONS of our INTERNAL CHARACTER, and free 
us from the power, deceit, and enmity of in- 
DWELLING six; and this would make a chriſtian 
not only willing, but ardently deſirous to die. 
We all find a law of fin and death working 
within us: a powerful, efficacious principle, 
or mighty 1 of corrupt and guilty action. 
We find that our heart is the ſeat or ſubject 
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of the law of ſin; and that the heart, as poſ . 
ſeſſed by ſin, is deeply deceitful, and awfully 
unſearchable by man. That we are the ſubject 
of inveterate enmity againſt Gop : an enmity 
that admits of no peace with- Gop, or reſt in 
him : an enmity which ſtrikes at the exiſtence, 
attributes, and happineſs of Gop; and which 
diſcovers itſelf by averſion to him, and a pro- 
penſity to all ſin, with an oppoſition to all that 
is in Gop, attended with a luſting or moſt violent 
and inſatiable deſire after all forts of evil, ſur- 
prizing the ſoul into luſt, and having an eager- 
neſs to cloſe 'with every kind of temptation : 
afting with the deepeſt deceit, hiding of its ends 
and ultimate deſign, which is to draw the ſoul 
intirely off from Goo, and bring us into eternal 
death: poiſoning and polluting the imagination, 
entangling and enflaming the affections, and 
making violent attempts, by its deceit, to bring 
the will and paſſions to conſent to ſin; which is, 
in Scripture, ſtiled the conception of ſin. James i, 
15. When lust hath conceive, it bringeth 
forth six; and six, when it finiſhed, bringeth 
forth DbrATH. Every man is drawn away by his 
own Juſt, and enticed. James i. 14, 15. But 
the moment we die, we are releaſed from all the 
force, deceit, and enmity of this infinitely dread- 
ful evil, indwelling ſin,* and feel ourſelves holy 
and 


* See Dr. Owzx's incomparable book on Invwzr.tinc Six, new edit. 
12mo, recommended by fix London diviges. 1774. —8eld by Keith, 
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and happy to eternity: which leads us to ob- 
ſerve, that 


This revelation diſcovers the HAF Y STATE of 
our ſouls from the MoMenT of our DEATH. The 
Scriptures deſpiſe and ſcorn the abſurd notion of 
the ſleep or annihilation of the ſoul, at the death 
of the body: they aſſure us, that the moment 
we are abſent from the body, we are preſent with 
the Lord, 2 Cor. v. 8. And that to depart and 
be with Chriſt, is far better, (pollo gar mallon 
kreiſſon, better beyond expreſſion, tranſcendently 
better.) Philip. i. 23. This day ſhalt thou be 
with me in Paradiſe. Luke xxiii. 43. Bleſſed 
are the dead that die in the Lord, from hence- 
farth, (aparti) immediately, or henceforth, they 
are bleſſed. Rev. xiv. 13. The ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect. Heb. xii. 23. Perfect in 


light, without any darkneſs: perfect in know- 


ledge, without ignorance: perfect in holineſs, 
without ſin: perfect in joy, without ſorrow: 
perfect bleſſedneſs, without the leaſt miſery ! 
What a flood of life, light, and beauty will 
pour in upon our raviſhed ſouls in a moment | 
and how happy ſhall we feel ourſelves, in the 
twinkling of an eye, when we have parted with 
this clod of polluted clay, and commence burn- 
ing ſeraphs before the throne of Gop ! 


This divine book opens to our view the oro- 


RIOUS RESURRECTION of the body, and the rap- 
802 turous 
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turous meeting of ſoul and body at that happy 
hour when Gov ſhall fulfil his promiſes. Thy dead 
men ſhall live. Iſai, xxvi. 19. They that be wiſe 
ſhall ſhine as the firmament ; and as the ſtars for 
ever and ever. Dan. xii. 3. I will redeem them 
from death. O! death, I will be thy plagues; 
O! grave, I will be thy deſtruction. Hoſ. xiii. 
14. Then ſhall the righteous ſhine as the sun 
in the kingdom of their father. Matth. xiii. 43. 
They ſhall be like the angels which are in heaven, 
Mark xii. 23. There is one glory of the ſun, 
and another glory of the moon, and another 
glory of the ſtars; for one ſtar differs from 
another ſtar in glory: ſo alſo is the reſurrection 
of the dead: it is ſown in corruption, it is raiſed 
in incorruption: it is ſown in diſhonour, it is 
raiſed in glory: it is ſown in weakneſs, it is raiſed 
in power: it is ſown a natural body, it is raiſed 
a ſpiritual body : the laſt Adam is an enlivening 
ſpirit, the firſt is of the earth, earthy : the ſecond 
man 1s the Lord from heaven : as we have borne 
the image of the earthy, we ſhall alſo bear the 
image of the heavenly: in a moment the trumpet 
ſhall ſound, and the dead ſhall be raiſed incor- 
ruptible ; for this corruptible muſt put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal ſhall put on immortality : 
then ſhall be verified that ſaying, DzaTH 1s 8waL- 
LOWED UP IN VICTORY. O death, where is thy 
ſting! O grave, where is thy victory! Thanks 

w be 
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be to Gop, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; therefore let us be ſtead. 
faſt and unmoveable, always abounding in. the 
work of the Lord, for as much as we know that 
our labour ſhall not be in yain in the Lord, 
1 Cor. xv. 58. 


Tou ſee the TERROR and ol of the ReESUR- 
RECTION of the BEAD, and the LAST JUDGMENT, 
ſet iri the ſtrongeſt light and evidence. You do, 
as it were, hear the laſt trumpet reſound: you ſee 
the judge appear: angels blaze like millions 
of flames : the dead ariſe: the world is all on 
fire : the heavens paſs away with a- great noiſe : 
the elements melt with fervent heat: the books 
are thrown open: eternity is all diſcloſed to view: 
the criminals ſtand at the bar: all the private 
and public wrongs of impenitent ſinners are laid 
bare before the whole attentive world of ſaints 
and angels: you ſee the judge, with all the 
blazing glory of a Gop, outſhining ten thouſand 
ſuns, riding on the clouds of heaven, and thoſe 
clouds illuminated by gold and ſcarlet ſun-beams : 
himſelf an object of the higheſt wonder and ter- 
ror, wearing on his head many crowns, brighter 
than all the ſtarry heavens united in one grand. 
conſtellation : he comes to judge the whole world 
of ſouls and devils : he comes to give the grandeſt 
bleſſings, and inflict eternal deaths: he comes to 
be admired and adored by all the redeemed and 

| ſaved 
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ſaved ſinners, who now ſee the moſt grand, new, 
and beautiful objects before their eyes: they ſee 
their ſaviour at the head of more than a thouſand 
millions of ſaved ſinners, who were all ſorts of 
characters in their ſtate of nature and ſin: they 
ſee the moſt ſtubborn rebels bowed in their 
wills to Gop— filthy wretches waſhed white in 
blood - deſtitute ſouls all cloathed in one divine 
righteouſneſs ; having all fought their way to 
heaven, through armies of devils and ſeas of 
blood, and the fierceſt oppoſition : we ſhall then 
ſee how the moſt dark and adverſe providences 
have all worked together for good: afflictions as 
bitter as wormwood, and dark as midnight and 
hell, all uniting to urge us forward into the per- 
formance of nobler actions, brighter graces, and 
good works; and into the boſom of Chriſt in 
heaven itſelf. 
You ſee, in the light of divine revelation, how 
heaven is richly filled out of this hell on earth : 
and our hell on earth repleniſhes the vaſt ex- 
panſe of heaven with ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand fouls, attracted from fin to holineſs, 
from miſery to happineſs, from impotence to di- 
vine activity, from filthy vile bodies, and deviliſh 
tempers, into the beautiful reſemblance of the 
perfections of Gop. | 
But we muſt conclude this Contemplation with 
obſerving, that this aſtoniſhing book diſcovers, 
in 
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in the moſt clear and vivid light, the two eternal 
worlds of heaven and hell. We ſee heaven to be 
a ſtate of light, without darkneſs ; of holineſs, 
without ſin; of joy, without ſorrow. *Tis the 
perfection of the intellectual, moral, ſocial, and 
divine life: the eternal repoſe and delight of the 
happy ſoul in the perfect love and bleſſedneſs of 
God. 


This awful and ſublime book ſets before us the 
eternity and extremity of the terrors of hell: we 
ſee, in the light of this tremendòus volume, 
the final ſtate of all wicked ſouls and damned 
angels: you ſee here the final triumphs of holi- 
neſs over ſin, of juſtice over unrighteouſneſs, of 
virtue over vice, of wiſdom over the craft of men 
and devils, and of the abſolute, independent, and 
eternal dominion of Gop over the madneſs, re- 
bellion, and treaſon of men and devils : here you 
ſee that ſin is an infinite evil, as it ſtrikes at all 
poſſible and infinite good, expoſes to an infinite 
loſs, and fixes a ſtain in the ſoul of a ſinner 
through an infinite duration 


Now, what book but this could ever give us 
ſuch aſtoniſhing diſcoveries of the two eternal 
worlds! What book but this could ever ſhew us 
millions of happy ſaints ſaved by one, redeem- 
ing Gop; and millions of miſerable ſinners de- 
ceived, cheated, bewitched, and damned by one 
devil : millions of poor feeble bodies, made up 
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. of duſt and aſhes, raiſed to life and immortal 
glory; and millions of ugly, putrid carcaſſes 
raiſed to ſhame, contempt, and eternal deformity 
ten thouſand times ten thouſand ſouls made the 
reflecting mirrours of the ugly, deteſtable devil; 
and millions of holy ſouls outſhining the ſun in 
the kingdom of their father, and made reflecting 
mirrours of the beauty of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the brightneſs of his. glory, and the expreſs 
image of yn pon Grp.) 
ever. 7 
REC O LI EC T 10 N. 


And now, my reader, let us review the force 
of this argument, for the divine Infpiration of 
the Holy Scriptures, drawn from the goodneſs 
of the doctrine, or its tendency to remove all the 
evils we feel or fear, and to promote our trueſt 
pleaſure and higheſt happineſs in the ,cternal 
fruition of Goo 


We have ſcen the aſtoniſhing advahcement 

which Gop has made on the glory of his own 
character, in the work of redemption the re- 
lations of Gop ts our world, and to man, cleared 
up=the original purity and perfection of human 
nature—its preſent depravity, ruin, and impo- 
tence— the grand and furprizing burſt of grace 
and mercy to loft man in the goſpel—the real, 
perfect, and infinite ſatisfaction of Chriſt—the 
glory of his righteouſneſs and vital union with 
| him 
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him the ſpecial aids of his ſpirit the dignity 
and immortality of the ſoul ſet in the moſt 
ſtriking light by the goſpel—the law of nature 
cleared up, enlarged, and inforced, beyond all 
that meer reaſon ever knew—the nature, beauty, 
and glory of evangelical | holineſs and ſocial vir- 
tue diſplayed in the moſt vivid colours the 
richeſt and moſt alluring examples of holineſs 
propoſed for our imitation—the ſtrongeſt ſup- 
ports under the troubles of life, and the ap- 
proaches of death the glory and terror of the 
general reſurrection and the laſt judgment with 
the brighteſt diſcoveries of final r and 
miſery in heaven and hell. 


And now, my reader, lay your hand upon your 
heart, and - honeſtly aſk yourſelf theſe queſtions. 
Can a book, full of ſuch tremendous and adora- 
ble diſcoveries, be falſe ? Can it be the invention 
of men? Are theſe the words of bad or af good. 
men? Is it poſſible that theſe ſhould be cun- 
ningly-deviſed fables ? No, no; *tis impoſſible ! 
this book muſt be the work of Gop ! it muſt be 
the production of his eternal ſpirit : and if this 
be a moſt undoubted and important truth, then 
what deep regard, what ardent affection, and 
veneration are due to this precious, this divine 
and immortal book ! 


We will, therefore, refer the conſideration of 
the miracles, and the fulfilment of prophecies, 
* to 
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to the ſecond volume; and proceed now to a 


delightful Sontemplation on the holy Diſpoſi- 
tions and devout Aſſections, which are due to 
ahe infpired Scriptures of God. 

| 


Select BOOKS to be read on the above Con- 
TEMPLATION, concerning the Goopness and 
Braurv of the Hor Scrryrures, 


. The nBLAUTY, CXATAINTY, and as of 100 arc 
diſplayed with peculiar cleargeſs of thought, and elegance of file, by the 
piqus and ingenious Mr, HEN XY Gzovs.—Sec his works in 80. 

2+ On a more evargelical plan, and with greater amplitude of thought, 
ad Dr. Sau vn STzNNETT'S two volumes of Sermons on PERSONAL 
RLIG Ion. Theſe diſcourſes are compoſed with great perſpicuity of 
thought and expreflion 3 and contain ſuch an extenſive view of the na- 
Tue, riſe, progreſs, and perfection of vital religion in the ſoul, as mul 
zeceſſarily charm every man of trvs taſte and devotion in the world; and, 
if confidered in connection with Dr, Evans on the CunisTian Tu- 
run, and Dr. DoppnrDcr's Riſe and Progreſs of Religion in the Sou!, 
vin farm the brighteſt ſcheme of practical religion, 


i- 


A 


CONTEMPLATION 


on THE 


DISPOSITIONS and AFFECTIONS 


WHICH ALE DUR re THE 


HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


1 333 J 


, : 
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A CONTEMPLATION 
NR Tx £ I > 5 
ISPOSITIONS AND AFFECTIONS 


WHICK ARE DUE TO THE 


HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


ApMIRATION and VENERAT1ON are due to the 


Book of GOD, on accounT of its NnEwNESS$ 
and awful 6RanDEUR,—ViTAL FAITH in the 


TRUTH of the BIBLIE.—EsrEEu for the Scrrp- 


TURES, as moſt excellent in themſelves.— Ar- 


dent prstxt after the xNowLEDGs of them, 


and the posskEss Io of the infinite coop con- 
tained in the PrROMISEs,—BENEVOLENCE, Or 
GooD WILL is due to this ſacred Book in the 
higheſt zxzRTION,—GraATITUDE to GOD for 
a divine REVELATION, and to the Son of GOD 
for ſealing this precious voLumeE with his 
BLOOD ; and to the HoLy SpirrT for his 1N- 
SPIRATION of the PROPHETS and APOSTLES.— 
GRATITUDE to DIVINE PROVIDENCE that we 
have a BisLz perfected, preſerved, tranſlated, 
and now expounded by the beſt of our Bxrrisn 
DIVINES. DeLicarT in the Scfirrukks, as 


the richeſt p1scovery of the ſupreme coop, 
CHRIST . 
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CnnrsT Ixsvs.—Horr, à lively vigorous 
HOPE in the exceeding great and precious ro- 
Mis Es and BLESSINGS revealed in the Scrip- 
TVRE;"*SUBJECTION and entire OBEDIENCE of 
SOUL and CONSCIENCE to the whole wIII of 
Gop in Scxirrukk.—ZEAL for the noxoua 
and PROPAGATION of the Go8PEL at home and 
abroad. 


I. DMIRATION and veneration are due 
| to the ſacred Scriptures of Gop ! Ad- 
miration is a pleaſing emotion of the ſoul, ariſing 
from the perception of any obje& which is new 
and agreeable. Veneration ariſes from an object, 
grand, awful, and ſublime. Now, my dear 
readers, what can be ſo new and agreeable to 
our ſouls as to ſee the glorious diſcoveries of the 
nature, perfections, and thoughts of God, dif- 
played before our raviſhed ſouls: to ſee ten 
thouſand new and ſtrange ideas, concerning ob- 
jects before time, in time, and after time; ob- 
jets which are quite beyond the verge of the 
human underſtanding, and out of the province 
of reaſon to explore. Tis aſtoniſhing goodneſs 
in Gop to give creatures a divine revelation, who 
had abuſed the light of nature in the works of 
creation, and who had ſo horribly violated the 
law of nature within us. Tis wonderful con- 
deſcenſion in Gop to give us a ſuperior light to 
direct us to happineſs, when we had played the 

: fool 
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fool with the powers of reaſon and conſcience. 
Surely we ought to tremble at the profuſion of 
divine goodneſs, and, with the deepeſt reverence 
and adoration, receive this immortal book as 
from the immediate boſom and hand of Goo. 


Great Gop of heaven and earth! what do we 
owe thee for a divine revelation ! what do we 
not owe thee ! We owe thee more than ten 
thouſand worlds can pay. We are overpowered, 
we are delightfully oppreſſed with the exceeding 
riches of thy grace, we are loſt in wonder, we 
are overwhelmed with veneration and holy awe 
of thy majeſty and mercy to creatures ſo un- 
worthy and provoking, ſo guilty and abominable; 
we tremble at the profuſions of thy goodneſs, and 
we receive the infinite bleſſing of a divine reve- 
lation, with a mixture of grareful confuſion and 
ſacred aftoniſhmenr, being conſcious of our utter 
unworthineſs of ſuch an unſpeakable favour of 


+ Gop to man. 


II. VIrAL FaiTH in the TRUTH of this REVE- 
LATION is another diſpoſition of foul due to the 
holy Scriptures. Faith is the confident expecta- 
tion of bleſſings defired, and the convincing 
evidence of inviſible tranſactions. Heb. xi. 1. 
Faith is a firm and ſtedfaſt aſſent of the under- 
ſtanding to the teſtimony of Gop in his word; 
and an hearty conſent of the will to the goodneſs 

and 
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and ſweetneſs, the fitneſs and beauty, of that 
teſtimony. It is my own real ſentiment, that 
no demonſtration in geometry can be more cer- 
tain to the mind of a mathematician than the 
teſtimony of God is to the mind of a chriſtian, 
Yea, I will advance a ſtep farther, and dare to 
affirm, that Gov, ſpeaking in his word, gives 
greater ſatisfaftion to a wiſe and ſound believer 
than any geametrical truth could ever give even 
to the mind of a NzewTown : and my : reaſon for 
it is this, The mind of a ſerious and honeſt 
chriſtian, being enlightened and rectified by di- 
vine grace, is better fitted to diſcern and receive 
the grand truths of revelation than the mind of 
a mathematician is to diſcern, all the ſteps of a 
laborious demonſtration in geometry: it requires 
great ſtrength of underſtanding and memory. to 
graſp ten or twelve ideas at once, and to diſcern 
the agreement of thoſe ideas with each other, 16 
as to draw a genuine and juſt concluſion from 
the whole, that ſhall be as certain to the mind 
as the very firſt principle with which you ſet out : 
every man that has exerciſed himſelf in Euclib's 
ELEMENTS knows this to be fact. But a chriſtian 
has a ſhorter and a clearer road to divine truth : 
his firſt buſineſs is to fit down with a calm and 
honeſt mind, and with this ſimple and ſolid 
axiom in his underſtanding- * WHATEVER Gop 


SAYS, MUST BE TRUE,” He is then to conſider 
| 6 the 
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the evidence of the divine inſpiration, now pro- 
poſed to him, ariſing from the wonderful good- 
neſs of the doctrine, and its ſuitableneſs to all 
the wants and wiſhes of an 1MMoRTAL sou. He 
then muſt freely cry out, This is the voice of 
Gob, and not of man.” Gop has ſaid it, and 
I will believe it. Lord, I do believe this book 
as copied from thy heart: O! Gop of truth, I 
ſee its goodneſs ; I love its beauty; and a whole 
world of infidels ſhall not weaken my aſſent, or 
drive me.from the rock of my ſalvation. This 
leads us naturally to another ſacred diſpoſition of 
the ſoul towards the holy Scriptures, 


III. EsTzzm for the word of Gop, as moſt 
excellent in itſelf, and worthy of the higheſt 
regard, on account of its intrinſic dignity and 
glory, 

Let us never forget, that the Scriptures are 
copied from the eternal nature and heart of Gop, 
Whatever can excite eſteem towards an object is 
to be found in the holy Scriptures—the wiſdom 
and ſublimity of the diſcoveries in this bleſſed 
book—=the holineſs of its laws the goodneſs 
and grace contained in the exceeding great and 
precious promiſes the infallible truth of the 
hiſtorical narrations — the ſtriking manner of 
drawing characters the beauty and alluring 
virtue of the beſt examples, with the fulfilment 
of all the prophecies, and the infallible aſſurance 
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of the eternal ſalvation of all who fly to Chriſt 
by faith. Theſe excellencies ſhould produce and 
cheriſh in us the higheſt eſteem for this glorious 
and godlike book : and if we farther obſerve how 
abundantly the Scriptures are ſtocked with the 
moſt lively images and ſtriking figures, which 
contain the higheſt beauties and expreſs the pal- 
ſions in the moſt moving language, ſurely we 
muſt ſay this book is the chiefeſt among ten 
thouſand, and altogether lovely ! 


IV. DesirE after the true knowledge of the 
SENSE of Scripture, and ardent prayer for the 
ſſeſſion of the infinite coop contained in the 
PROMISES, conſtitute another diſpoſition of the 
true chriſtian, What will it avail to give my 
aſſent to the divine Inſpiration of the Scriptures, 
if I have no clear and ſaving knowledge of the 
meaning of this revelation, and no enjoyment of 

its bleſſings | 
True grace in the heart of a chriſtian will 
prompt him to ſearch into the genuine ſenſe of 
every part of the word of Gop, eſpecially the law 
and goſpel, and the glorious predictions of the old 
and new Teſtament ; “ and with equal ardour he 
will deſire to poſſeſs a large meaſure of the 
bleſſings contained in the promiſes ; which are 
requiſite to refine and ennoble our natures, to 
illuminate our underſtandings, to regulate our 
wu.ills, 


* Rules for underſtanding the Scriptures will be given in Vol, II. 
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wills, to pacify our conſciences, to purge our 
paſſions, and to raiſe us by degrees into all the 
dignity, perfection, and happineſs, that an im- 
mortal ſoul can enjoy to eternity in the preſence 
of Goo. IP 

The promiſes are exceeding great and precious, 
in every point of view ; whether we conſider the 
greatneſs and variety of the bleſſings contained 
in them—the manner in which they are expreſſed | 
by the great and condeſcending Gop—the cer- 
tainty of their fulfilment to all true believers— 
and the happy effects and conſequences of them 
in the ſouls of all real chriſtians in the world.* 


Every day we want a promiſe of an INTEREST 
in a covenant Gop, to give us his love, his vital 
preſence, his powerful protection, and bountiful 
ſupply of all our wants : ſuch a promiſe we have 
in Heb. viii. 6, I will be to them a God, Every 
day I want an heart to x No Gop : ſuch a pro- 
miſe we have in Jer, xxiv. 7. I will give them 
an heart to know me, that I am Jehovah ; and 
they ſhall return to me with their whole heart. 
Every day I want a promiſe that I ſhall be enabled 
to Love Go: ſuch a promiſe there is in Deut. 
xxx, 6, I will circumciſe thine heart to love the 

Lorp 

® See a rich and copious collection of the promiſes, 12m. by the late 

Dr. Samuel Clark, of St, Alban's. His introduction is full of admirable 
ſenſe and wiſdom, 
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of the eternal ſalvation of all who fly to Chriſt 
by faith. Theſe excellencies ſhould produce and 
cheriſh in us the higheſt eſteem for this glorious 
and godlike book : and if we farther obſerve how 
abundantly the Scriptures are ſtocked with the 
moſt lively images and ſtriking figures, which 
contain the higheſt beauties and expreſs the paſ- 
ſions in the moſt moving language, ſurely we 
muſt ſay this book is the chiefeſt among ten 
thouſand, and altogether lovely ! 


IV. Desize after the true knowledge of the 
SENSE of Scripture, and ardent prayer for the 

ſſeſſion of the infinite oO contained in the 
PROMISES, conſtitute another diſpoſition of the 
true chriſtian, What will it avail to give my 
aſſent to the divine Inſpiration of the Scriptures, 
if I have no clear and ſaving knowledge of the 
meaning of this revelation, and no enjoyment of 
its bleſſings ! 


True grace in the heart of a chriſtian will 
prompt him to ſearch into the genuine ſenſe of 
every part of the word of Gop, eſpecially the law 
and goſpel, and the glorious predictions of the old 
and he Teſtament ; “ and with equal ardour he 
will deſire to poſſeſs a large meaſure of the 
bleſſings contained in the promiſes ; which are 
requiſite to refine and ennoble our natures, to 
illuminate our underſtandings, to regulate our 

ba $27 $209 wills, 
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Wills, to pacify our conſciences, to purge our 
paſſions, and to raiſe us by degrees into all the 
dignity, perfection, and happineſs, that an im- 
mortal ſon] can enjoy to eternity in the preſence 
of Goo. 3 
The promiſes are exceeding great and precious, 
in every point of view; whether we conſider the 
greatneſs and variety of the bleſſings contained 
in them the manner in which they are expreſſed 
by the great and condeſcending Gop—the cer- 
tainty of their fulfilment to all true believers— 
and the happy effects and conſequences of them 
in the ſouls of all real chriſtians in the world.* 


Every day we want a promiſe of an INTEREST 
in a Covenant Gop, to give us his love, his vital 
preſence, his powerful protection, and bountiful 
ſupply of all our wants : ſuch a promiſe we have 
in Heb. viii. 6, I will be to them a God. Every 
day I want an heart to Kxow Gop : ſuch a pro- 
miſe we have in Jer. xxiv. 7. I will give them 
an heart to know me, that I am Jehovah ; and 
they ſhall return to me with their whole heart. 
Every day I want a promiſe that I ſhall be enabled 
to Love Gop : ſuch a promiſe there is in Deut. 
xxx, 6, I will circumciſe thine heart to love the 

Lorp 

v See a rich and copious collection of the promiſes, 12m. by the late 
Dr. Samuel Clark, of St. Alban's. His introduction is full of admirable 
ſenſe and wiſdom, 3 
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Loxp thy Gop with all thine heart, and with all 
thy ſoul, that thou mayſt live. Every day I 
want a promiſe of the PAR Do of all my sixs: 
ſuch a promiſe there is in Pſ. cxxx. 4. There is 
forgiveneſs with thee, that thou mayſt be feared. 
—See Dr. Owen's: admirable and copious diſ- 
courſe on this verſe, in his Expoſition of the 
130th Pſalm. 8vo. Sold by Keith. —— Note, All 
thoſe perfons who love goſpel pardon, with vital 
holineſs, are ſurely forgiven by Gop ! Every day I 
want a promiſe of jusTIFIcaTION by the Rion- 
TEOUSNESS of Car1sT : ſuch a promiſe there is 
in x Cor. i. 30. Of Gop he is made unto us 
' righteouſneſs, We are made the righteouſneſs 
of God in him. 2 Cor. v. 21. Every day I 
want a promiſe of a E] HEART : ſuch a promiſe 
there is in Ezek. xxxvi. 26. A new heart will I 
give you, and a new ſpirit I will put within you. 
J will take away the heart of ſtone, (i. e. a ſtub- 
born will) and give you an heart of fleſh, i. e. a 
ſoft, fenſible, warm heart towards Gop and all 
heavenly objects. Note, A new heart implies 
new apprehenſions of the illuſtrious power and 
grace of Chriſt, his fitneſs to ſave, his fulneſs to 
fatisfy our wiſhes, and his beauty to endear him- 
ſelf to our ſouls. It alſo implies new determina- 
tions of the will and choice towards Chriſt our 
wiſdom, as a prophet to remove our ignorance : 
our righteouſneſs and redemption, as a prieſt to 

remove 


a 


remove our guilt and ſlavery: ſanctification, as 
our king to ſubdue our ſtubbornneſs, remove our 
rebellion, and reſtore the loſt image of Gop's 
holineſs to our ſouls. Every day I want a pro- 
miſe of victory over ſin, and a power over the 
vile inclinations, the polluted paſſions, and vi- 
cious taſtes of my ſoul : ſuch a promiſe there is 
in Micah vii. 19. He will ſubdue our iniquities. 
Sin ſhall not have dominion over you. Rom. vi, 
14. Ye, through the ſpirit, ſhall mortify, i. e. 
ſuppreſs and weaken the deeds, i. e. the impure 
emotions of the body; and thus ye ſhall live, i. e. 
a life of ſanctification and joy. Rom. viii. 13. 
Every day I want to live above the ſpirit and un- 
lawful love of the world : ſuch a promiſe there 
is in John xvi. 33. Be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world. I am crucified to the 
world, -and the world is crucified to me by the 
croſs of Chriſt, Gal. vi. 14. Every day I want 
STRENGTH againſt all the fraud and foree of the 
temptations of the devil : ſuch a promiſe there 
is in 1 Cor. x. 13. No temptation hath taken 
you, but ſuch as is common to man; but Goy 
is faithful, who will not ſuffer you to be tempted, 
and tryed, or put to the proof, above that ye 
are able to bear ; but will, with the temptation, 
make a way to eſcape, that ye may be able to 
bear it. The Lord knows how to deliver the 
godly out of temptations. 2 Pet. ii, 9. The 


Gop 


B 

Gop of peace will bruiſe Satan under your feet 
ſhortly, (en tachei) in a ſhort time, or. very 
ſpeedily. Rom. xvi. 20. We are not ignorant 
of his devices. 2 Cor. ii. 11: Ye ſhall be able 
to ſtand againſt the wiles, (methodeias) the me- 
thods of the devil. Eph: vi. 11. Every day 1 
deſire to have a promiſe of wispom and Ru- 
DENCE from Gon, to direct me in every ſtep of 
my moral and religious conduct: ſuch a promiſe 
there is in Jam. i. 5. If any man lack wiſdom, 
let him aſk it of Gop, who giveth liberally, and 
upbraideth not : he does not reproach us for our 
paſt fooliſhneſs, and numberleſs imprudencies : 
he will not cut us to pieces with ſharp words ; 
but will give us wiſdom with all the generoſity 
of a Gop. Every day I want a promiſe of being 
the BETTER for EVERY THING that befalls me, and 
of being the worsz for no EVEN which happens 
to me in the courſe of divine providence: ſuch 
a promiſe there is in Rom. viii. 28. All things 
work. together for good to them that love Gov. 
—Sce a glorious demonſtration of this truth 
in CHARNOCK on PROVIDENCE, 8vo. and in Fla- 
vel on Providence, 12mo. and in the great and 
good Fleming on the Fulfilment of the Scrip- 
tures, part I. 12mo. and folio; with Fleming 
verſified, 12mo. pr. gd. Sold by Keith. Every 
day I want a promile of the ſupply of all Tu- 
PORAL BLESSINGS : ſuch promiſes abound all 
| 5 through 
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through the book of GoD. Verily thou ſhalt be 
fed. Pf. xxxvii. 3. My Gov ſhall ſupply all 
your need. Philip. iv. 19. All things ſhall be 
added to you. Matth. vi. 33. Do we want 
honour ? “ Gop will bring us to honour, i. e. 
the eſteem and veneration of men, while we 
ſtrenuouſly walk in the line of duty. Them thar 
honour me, I will honour ; while thoſe that deſ- 
piſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed. 1 Sam. ii. 30. 
Riches and honour are with me. Prov. viii. 18: 
She, i. e. wiſdom, ſhall bring thee to honour, 
when thou doſt embrace her. Prov. iv. 8. If 
any man ſerve me, him will my father honour. 
John xii. 26. Do we want riches? Gop will 
give us riches, i. e. a competent ſupply of food 
and raiment, and a ſatisfaction of mind with that 
competency : this is true riches. Godlineſs hath 
the promiſe of the life that now is, as well as of 
that which is to come. 1 Tim. iv. 8. Ye are 
of more value than many ſparrows. Matth. x. 
30, 31. If Gov ſo clothe the graſs of the field, 
ſhall he not much more clothe you, O! ye of 


little 


* Hoxoun is a ſtate of diſtinction and dignity in the eſt imation of Cov 
ſo as to be beyond the reach of juſt diſdain, and above the force of rational 
and deſerved ſuſpicion, True religious honour conſiſts in ſtanding in the 
moſt honourable connexians with Chriſt—in poſſeſling the moſt worthy 
diſpoſitions like Chrit—in exerting the moſt honourable actions and 
graces to the glory of Chriſt—and in enjoying the honourable love and 
approbation from the heart and language of Chriſt, This honour in- 
finitely tranſcends all the diſtinctions, and titles, and empty bubbles, that 
monarchs and worlds can beftow upon the proud and havghty ſons of 
men, 8 . 
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little faith] Matth. vi. 30. He that ſpared not 
his own ſon, will he not with him freely give us 
all things? Rom. viii. 32. Do we want health 
and pleaſure? Gop has promiſed, that the ways 
of Chriſt ſhall be health to our fleſh and marrow 
to our bones : his ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, 
and all his paths are peace. Prov. iii. 8—17.— 
See Henry's admirable book on the Pleaſures of 
vital Religion, 12mo. Do we want the ſtrong 
conſolations of Gop under all the troubles and 
diſtreſſes of life? ſuch promiſes we have in rich 
abundance in Pf. xci. I will be with him in 
trouble, I will deliver him and honour him. 
Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will de- 
liver thee, and thou ſhalt honour me. Pſ. I. 15. 
I will ſtrengthen them in the Lord. Zech. x. 12. 
Do we want ſanctified afflictions? and the preſence 
of Chriſt in all our ſorrows ? ſuch ſweet aſſurances 
of his preſence we have in Iſai. Ixiii. 9. In all 
their affliction he was afflicted, the meſſenger of 
his preſence ſaved them: in his love and in his 
pity he redeemed them, and bare them all the 
days of old. We have not an high prieſt which 
cannor be touched with the feeling of our in- 
firmities: he is a merciful. and faichful high 
prieſt. Heb. ii. 14. It is really aſtoniſhing to ob- 
ſerve how richly Chriſt has provided all poſſible 
fupports under the troubles of life, and has 


ſecured to the believer. the glorious ſanctification 
of 
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of all kinds of affliction, ſo that all things ſhall 
work together for good. Every day we want 
the aſſiſtance of God in our duties, conflicts, and 
trials : ſuch a promiſe there is in Rom. viii. 26. 
The Spirit himſelf helpeth our weakneſſes : ſuch 
a promiſe there is in John xiv. 26. The Spirit 
of Gov, the comforter, ſhall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance. I 
will pour out the ſpirit of grace and ſupplication. 
Zech. xii. 10. Ye, through the Spirit, do mor- 
tify the irregular and impure deſires and actions 
of the body. Rom. viii. 13. Every day we 
want a promiſe of perſeverance in grace : ſych a 
promiſe there is in John x. 28. My ſheep ſhall 
never periſh, Who ſhall ſeparate us from the 
love of Gop ? Rom. viii. 35, I will never turn 
away from them, to do them good; and I will 
put my fear in their hearts, that they ſhall not 
depart from me. Jer. xxxii. 40, This Gop is 
our Gop for ever and ever, Pf. xlviii. 14. Be- 
cauſe J live, ye ſhall live alſo, John xiv. 19. 


V. BeNEVOLENCE, DELIGHT, and GLORY in the 
holy Scriptures, are a rich and precious diſpoſition 
of the true chriſtian towards them, 

BenevoLEence conſiders an object as worthy to 
receive good, or as deſerving our beſt affection. 
Every true chriſtian feels an hearty good will to 
the holy Scriptures. We have the ſenſation of 


good will to an object, when we conſider that 
X x object 
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object as capable of receiving good, and worthy 
of that good, and of being made happy by the 
communication of good. Now, in ſtrict propriety 
of thought, living and intelligent agents are 
the uſual and the firſt objects of benevolence; 
and, properly ſpeaking, we cannot be ſaid to 
have ſuch a benevolence towards the Scriptures, 
as to communicate any thing towards their hap- 
pineſs, becauſe happineſs belongs to living and 
intelligent beings. But any thing may be ſaid 
to be the object of benevolence, or good will, 
when we wiſh it to prevail and proſper ; when 
we deſire it may be reſpected and loved by man- 
kind: and in this ſenſe all true believers have 
the higheſt benevolence towards the precious and 
immortal book of Gop : they wiſh it may be 
made conſpicuous and honourable in the world : 
they wiſh it may prevail and proſper in the 
churches of Chriſt : that the word of the Lord 
may have a free courſe, and may run and be 
glorified. 2 Theſ. iii. 1. They love to hear and 
ſee converted ſinners glorify the word of the 
Lord. It gives them high pleaſure to have it 
ſaid, as in Acts xii. 24. The word of Gop grew 
and multiplied. 

DeLicaT in the Law and cosprl is a moſt 
glorious and effential property of the true chriſ- 
tian temper. 

1 delight in the law of Gop after the inward 

man, 


W 
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man. Rom. vu. 22. His delight is in the law 


of the Lord, and in his law doth he meditate 


day and night. Pf. i. 2. Unleſs thy law had 
been my delight I ſhould have periſhed in my 
affliction. Pſ. cxix. 92. O! how love I thy 
law : it is my meditation all the day. Ver. 97. 


Delight is a mixture of love and joy in an 
object that appears beautiful and good, that is 
nicely adapted to our taſte, and ſuited to pro- 
mote our happineſs, The new and holy nature 
of a chriſtian is a quality or fitneſs to converſe 
with all the wonderous diſcoveries of the word of 
Gop : and it may be ſet down as an ETERNAL 
AXIOM in practical religion, That a real believer 
never has a greater love to the goſpel of Chriſt 
than he hath to the law of Gov.” He loves the 
law of Gop, as it is the copy of the divine holi- 
neſs : as it is fulfilled by Chriſt in the ſinner's 
room, for his juſtification : and as it is a rule of 
our obedience and loyalty in the hands of Chriſt, 
our king. That man who loves the goſpel, 
equally loves the law in thoſe three views of it: 
and he that loves not the law, moſt certainly 
loves not the goſpel, but is a real, rank antino- 
mian in the ſight of Gov. 


The law of Gop bears ſuch an impreſſion of 
the wiſdom, goodneſs, holineſs, majeſty, domi- 
nion, juſtice, truth, and beauty of Gop, as mult 
needs be exccedingly. agreeable to every regene- 

„ rate 


rate ſoul in the world. Thy word is very pure, 
therefore thy ſervanc loveth it. PC. cxix. 140. 
This pſalm is the anatomy of the real chriſtian's 
heart: tis the fineſt piece of EX ERIMENTAI 
pivixiry that ever was written: it lays open the 
various heavenly emotions, paſſions, and taſtes 
of the believer's ſoul towards the word of God; 
and is moſt richly adapted to our daily uſe, to 
aſſiſt us in meditation, and in ſelf examination 
into our heart and frame towards Gop and Chriſt. 
I cannot wiſh my dear reader a greater happineſs, 
than that he may feel every hour the fame high 
reliſh for the Scriptures of Gop, which the 
pſalmiſt felt and taſted in all the courſe of years* 
which he ſpent in penning this admirable plalm. 


*Tis this delight in the word of Gop which 
diſtinguiſhes a true chriſtian from all the hypo- 
crites in the world. No hypocrite ever did, or 
ever will (whilſt in that character) delight in 
the holy law, and the holy goſpel of Gop. None 
but renewed ſouls have an hearty approbation of 
the valt extent and purity of the divine law, and 
a cordial delight in the grand and holy deſign of 
the glorious goſpel. The believer delights in 
the diſcoveries of the goſpel, becauſe they won- 
derfully improve his underſtanding; and he 
delights in the privileges and bleſſings of the 

goſpel, 
® It is very probable that this pſalm was more than twenty years in 


finiſhing, and may properly enough be ſtiled a Cor v of the Bxtizves's 
Diaz v. 
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goſpel, becauſe they ſatisfy the will with good, 
comfort the conſcience, and cheer the heart. 
Drriour is called the great MASTER BEE in the 
hive of human paſſions, whoſe tone and motions 
govern and guide all the reſt. And in the goſpel 
of Chriſt we have every grand, new, and beautiful 
diſcovery to pleaſe and enrich the human mind : 
we have the moſt abundant good to refreſh and 
delight all our powers. Yea, we may advance 
higher till, and affirm, that the Scriptures afford 
matter of the higheſt glory to true chriſtians. 


GLoRyYING is the oppoſite to ſhame ; and as 
ſhame is a mixture of ſorrow and ſelf- love, at- 
tended with ſcif-contempt; ſo glorying is a 
mixture of joy and ſelf- love, with an high de- 
gree of ſelt- approbation, ariſing from our intereſt 
in an infinite good, and our vital union with the 
grandeſt perſonage in the univerſe. I glory in 
an union of heart with Gor—an union with the 
eternal nature, will, and affections of Gop. I 
glory in the rich and precious privilege of adop- 
tion into Gob's family, which is a greater honour 
than to be the higheſt angel in heaven. I glory 
in all the exceeding great and precious promiſes, 
ſealed by the blood of Chriſt, and ratified with 
the oath of Gor, who cannot lie; who cannot 
perjure himſelf or take his own name in vain by 
a falſe oath. I glory in the eternal Spirit of Gop : 
I rejoice in his omnipreſence, and his vital agency 

3 in 


L 350 ] 


in the ſouls of all true chriſtians: we may love 
ourſelves, and rejoice in our own exiſtence -as far 
as we have good ground to hope we are the ſub- 
jects of his ſacred agency, and the temples of his 
holy majeſty : his preſence felt in the ſoul is the 
moſt glorious ſpring of the brighteſt holineſs, the 
richeſt ſource of motives to the pureſt morals, 
and the moſt dignified converſation. I glory in 
a ſpecial providence, revealed in the Scriptures, 
as inſpecting, guiding, and ſmiling, on all the 
affairs of every real chriſtian in the world, I 
glory in the proſpect of eternal life beyond the 
grave, and of victory over death in my paſſage 
to that life of holineſs and happineſs. 


VI. GraTITuDE to Gop for a DIVINE REVELA- 
TION is another affection which is eſſential to the 
true chriſtian. Gratitude is a mixture of com- 
placency and benevolence: it ariſes from a deep 
and powerful ſenſe of good, freely and inten- 
tionally beſtowed on us by a kind and generous 
benefactor, who was not indebted to us, or under 
any natural neceſſity to communicate. c00D to 
us: and our gratitude is mightily increaſed, if 
we are conſcious of our unworthineſs to receive 
benefits, and if we know that we have been very 
guilty and provoking to the perſon who beſtows 


favours upon us. 


Now, if ever there was a call for gratitude in 
its higheſt exertion, from the pooreſt man to the 
richeſt 
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richeſt bene facto from a rebellious ſubject to 
a forziving monarch from a returning prodigal 
to a compaſſionate father from a reſcued captive 
to a powerful redeemer; ſurely much more is 
gratitude due from us to our benefactor, father, 
and friend; who has beſtowed upon us the un- 
ſpeakable gift of a divine revelation. 


We owe eternal cRaTITUDE to Gop the ra- 
THER :; that he ſhould cf his meer good will, 
from everlaſting, reſolve to give ſuch worthleſs 
and provoking enemies a divine revelation. 
Surely his good will could not be exciced by any 
thing foreſeen in us as matter of worth and ex- 
cellence. We could not purchaſe his good will, 
it muſt be intirely unBouGrzT : we could not con- 
ſtrain or urge him to give us a Bible, ir muſt be 
vNFORCED : we did not earneſtly implore him to 
give us 2 revelation; no, we never prayed for it 
for one moment; it was entirely vuns0UGHT : we 
did every thing to provoke him to ſhut us up in 
eternal darkneſs: we tried a thouſand ways to 
put out the glimmering ſparks of the light of 
nature, and therefore a divine revelation was moſt 
certainly UNDESERVED. And, therefore, if we ſet 
ourſelves to think of the ſupreme original cauſe 
of a revelation, we can aſcribe it to nothing but 
the pure, intenſe, and infinite good will of Gop: 
and when we have ſtudied ten thouſand years, 
yea, millions of ages, we muſt ſtill aſſign the 

ſame 
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ſame cauſe of ſuch an unexpected and unſpeak- 
able bleſſing. O! the depth of the riches of 
the ſovereign grace of Gop | What ſhall we 
render to Gop for this unutterable benefit? 


GraATiTupe to Gop the Son ; who has con- 
veyed a divine revelation to us in the ſtreams of 
his precious blood. We never mean to aſſert, 
that Chriſt's obedience and death cauſed a will 
in Gop to give us the goſpel : no, this was im- 
poſſible. On the contrary, we maintain this as a 
grand truth, that Gop's love gave Chriſt, or was 
the cauſe of his incarnation, ſufferings, and death : 
and, therefore, grace in 'Gop is the ſovereign 
ſpring of our whole ſalvation.“ 


But grace in God the Father, and infinite worth 
in the obedience and death of Chriſt, are not op- 
poſites; as Chriſt's righteouſneſs and ſufferings 
did not cauſe a will in Gop to ſave us, ſo Gop's 
will to ſave us did not in the leaſt add any worth 
to the obedience and ſatisfaction of Chriſt, This 
aroſe intirely from the infinite dignity of his per- 
ſon, and the intrinſic worth and excellence of that 
righteouſneſs and death, conſidered as a proper 
price of redemption, a ſacrifice for ſin, and a 
full ſatisfaction to divine juſtice : conſequently, 
in the eye of holineſs, juſtice, and truth, the 

Bible 


® The xz16N of GRACE in every part of our ſalvation, from its firſt 
niſe to its conſummation in glory, is treated with great judgment and 
ſtrentzth of thought, and in maſculine language, by the Reverend Mr. 
Abraham Booth, 8 vo. 
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Bible is now become our portion and rightful 
property through the blood of Chrift : and this 
thought muſt enhance the worth of the Scriptures 
in our. eſteem, and endear the book of Gon to 
our ſouls beyond all conception. Therefore, 
every time I take the Bible into my hand, it 
ought to be with this moſt grateful reflection: 
this is the only book in the world that is 
bought for me with the death of Chriſt, and 
comes. down to my boſom and foul in the ſtreams 


of TumaxveL's blood: and as without ſhedding 


of blood there is no remiſſion, fo without the 
ſhedding of Chriſt's blood I ſhould. have had vo 
Bisie,” O! chriſtians, with what adoring grati- 
rude ought you to receive and improve this 
' precious, this blood-bought revelation ! 
Hail, O! Chriſt Jeſus} true and eternal Gop; 
true and holy man; we love thee ; we adore thee ; 
we carry our moſt flaming gratitude to the foot- 
ſtool of thy throne ; we lay our ſouls at thy feet! 


we owe thee eternal unbounded thankſgivings and 


praiſes, for the purchaſe and gift of a revelation 
of thy perfections, thine offices, and thy grace, 
Here we have an immortal volume which, under 
the agency of thy Se1rz1T, will remove all our 
plagues — ſcatter all our doubts and fears level 
all mountains of oppoſition in the way to heaven 
—confound and demoliſh all our enemies and 
ſuit all our nobleft powers and affections. In 
+ p Y y this 
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this revelation we ſee our plague of darkneſs and 
-ignorance removed by light—our plague of guilt 
removed by a divine and infinite ſatisfaction— 
-our- plague of corruption, filth, and rebellion, 
removed by ſanctifying grace. Our doubts and 
fears are all ſcattered : we ſee thee able to ſave 
to the uttermoſt : we ſee thee as willing and re- 
ſolved to fave as thou art able: and we ſee thee 
ſworn into thine office as a ſaviour, and ſealed by 
Goy the father, to ſave millions of ſouls in every 
age to the end of the world. We ſee, in the light 
of thy revelation, all mountains of oppoſition 
levelled into a beautiful plain: holineſs, which 
ſwore that filthy ſinners ſhould never approach 
the pure nature of God, is now our reconciled 
friend: juſtice, which ſolemnly determined that 
guilty ſinners ſhould be damned for ever, is now 
become our guardian : and the deepeſt depths 
of Gop's unfathomable heart, which were im- 
penetrable and unknown to men and angels, are 
now made known, to our aſtoniſhment and de- 
light, By thy revelation, O] Lorp Jesvs, the 
charges againſt us are all anſwered—the plots 
Jaid to ruin us are all unravelled—the powers 
of ſin and hell, which we could never reſiſt, are 
all confounded and brought to nought. Our 
underſtandings are filled with glorious light, our 
wills are ſatiated with the richeſt good, our 
paſſions are refined from dregs and pollution, 
"4 and 
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and raiſed to the higheſt heavens, the ſeat of 
thy glory. No proportionable returns can ever 
be made to thee for ſuch immenſe favours : we. 
are drowned in debt, and loſt in wonder. All 
we can poſſibly do, is to give ourſelves intirely 
to thee, to be for ever thine : we are not our 
own: we will not be our own, we will be thine; 
thy purchaſe, thy property, and wholly at thy, 
diſpoſal. Conſcious of our utter incapacity to 
make adequate returns for thy grace, we would 
call on the archangels, and the whole hierarchy, 
of heaven, to lend us hearts to love thee and 
tongues to celebrate thy perfections: we would 
ſummon all creation, in the vaſt extent of thy 
univerſal empire, to praiſe thy glorious Ew 
for thy kindneſs to loſt man. 
GrartiTtupe to Gop the Holy Sy1riT, for l in- 
ſpiring the penmen of the ſacred Scriptures. 
The true ſcripture doctrine of the Holy Spirit 
was never leſs regarded ſince the reformation from 
popery, than it is now: and every wiſe man ſees 
the awful conſequences. The godhead, perſonality 
and agency of the holy Spirit ſnine with a moſt 
conſpicuous light all through the Bible: all 
the works of creation, providence, miracles, in- 
ſpiration, prophecy, regeneration, and the re- 
ſurrection of the dead, are aſcribed to him in 
the book of Gop : and all the beautiful gifts and 
graces which adorn the minds of true chriſtians, 
Y y 2 are 
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are derived from his agency on the foul. To be 
ignorant of his perſon, as a divine and intelligent 
agent, is a foul diſgrace : to be unmindful of his 
glorious works is an evidence of black ingrati- 
rude, and great inſenſibiliry of heart. He de- 
ſerves our utmoſt eſteem, our moſt grateful 
attention. If we are not ſtupid, with reſpe& to 
our true intereſt, we ſhall deſire his vital pre- 
fence, and feel the ſtrongeſt benevolence to him, 
and delight in his preſence : we ſhall conſider 
ourſelves. under the moſt mighty obligations to 
love and adore him as the author of the ſacred 
books of the old and new Teſtament. The 
Spirit of Gop ſpake by the writers, and his 
word was on their tongues. His word was in my 
tongue: the Gop of Iſrael ſpake to me. 2 Sam, 
Xii. 2, Holy men of Gop ſpake as they 
were moved by the holy Ghoſt. 2 Pet. 1. 21. 
The Spirit of Gop gave to the ſacred writers a 
clear conception of their ſubject: he impreſſed 
the mind and conſcience with a lively ſenſe of 
the truth and importance of the matter of the 
Scripture : he gave them lively ſenſations of 
beauty and truth, while they were meditating on 
their ſubject: he diſplayed, before their eyes the 
grand motives. which ſtirred them up to write, 
addreſſed to their eſteem and fear; their hope, 
gratitude, godly ambition, intereſt and pleaſure : 
he freed their minds from all thoſe Pee 
Io whic 
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which. are the ſprings of error within us: and he 
helped them to write down the truth, the whole 
truth, that Gop deſigned to communicate to the 
church. Thus he preſided over the whole Bible, 
and finiſhed the canon of Scripture with all 
the "DIGNITY, GRACE, and INFALLIBILITY of a 
Gop. - | Laon 
Now, my reader, what gratitude is due to this 
divine and glorious perſon for his unutterable 
goodneſs to dark loſt mankind ! what eſteem 
ſhould we have for him ? what good will ſhould 
we bear to him? with what pleaſure and atten- 
tion ſhould we read the doctrines, laws, promiſes, 
hiſtories, and prophecies; which he has inſpired ! 
and how dutifully ought we to obey the dictates 
of his word ! *Tis by his agency that we under- 
ſtand the true ſenſe of Scripture : and by his aid 
we obey the laws of Scripture. O] how un- 
ſpeakable are our obligations to him for help 
againſt our pride, our enmity, our infidelity, and 
impurity. The vileſt luſts would rage within us 
and reign over us every hour, if he was to re- 
fuſe to ſuppreſs the curſed emotions of our pol- 
luted nature: he aſſiſts us in a ſeaſonable recol- 
lection of the infinite evil of ſin, and he helps 
us to call into memory the ſtriking portions of 
God's word, which forbid our crimes : he gives 
us an awful ſenſe of the omnipreſence of m_ 
and ſerious impreſſions of his majeſty, holineſa, 


dominion, 
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dominion, and omnipotence: he aids us to form 
reſolute determinations againſt fin, and he enables 
us to fix our will for the worſhip and ſervice of 
God. All the light, ſtrength, and beauty of our 
minds': all the divine elevation and generous fer- 
mentation of our devout paſſions, are owing to 
his rational, attractive, and godlike agency. 


Eternal Spirit, we confeſs, 

And fing the wonders of thy grace; 
Thine inward teachings make us know 
| Our duty and our dangers too. 


Glorious Gov ! whilſt infidels inſult thee, and 
pretended chriſtians deſpiſe thine influence : whilſt 
wild enthuſiaſts diſgrace thy character, by laying 
claim to thine aids, and yet negle& thy ſacred 
word: we, being greatly ſenſible of our infinite 
obligations to thee for all the wiſdom, integrity, 
purity, peace, and ſtrength of our minds, pro- 
ſtrate our hearts at the foot - ſtool of thy majeſty; 
and, together with the ſacred Father and Son, 
would give thee the higheſt affection and praiſes; 
longing for that happy moment when, being re- 
loeaſed from the body, our fouls ſhall evolve, with 
a divine ſpring, into all the light and glory of thy 
preſence for ever. 

As gratitude to Gov for a divine revelation i is 
the nobleſt paſſion in a chriſtian's heart, it will 


be pleaſing and profitable to carry our thoughts 
farther 
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farther upon this ſubject: it cannot be too often 
diſplayed, nor ſet in too many points of light: 
we will therefore ſhew the believer's gratitude to 
Gop, as it reſpects the Bible in ſeven views of it, 
as inſpired - perfected - preſerved - purchaſed 
tranſlated printed - and now expounded by the 
moſt excellent divines in the world. 


GRraTITuDE is due to God for a Bible u- 
SPIRED, The Inſpiration of the Scriptures is 
not now to be proved : it is done already beyond 
all rational contradiction or doubt: and what a 
ſatisfaction muſt this give to every honeſt and 
ſerious mind. We have now introduced it afreſh 
for the ſake of the connexion with the other 
views of the Bible: and how thankful ought we 
to be to God, that he has not left us at a loſs in 
. this grand fundamental of all true religion. What 
would it avail us, in point of ſalvation, if we 
had no good ground to believe that the Bible 
was given by an infallible Inſpiration of Gop. 
This book preſerved, printed, tranſlated, and 
explained, but not inſpired, would never bring 
us to eternal life in perception and fruition of 
Gop, It is its full and perfect Inſpiration that 
gives the Bible its complete dignity, perfection, 
glory, and uſefulneſs; and for which we are 
bound to render Gop the moſt feryent gratitude 
and immortal praiſes. 


GRATITUDE 
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GRATITUDE is due for a Bible parc. 
How grateful was David for the word of Gop, 
although he had no more of it than the five 
books of Moſes; the books of Joſhua, Judges, 
Ruth, and Samuel, with his own inſpired Pſalms. 
What ardent affection does he expreſs through 
that admirable piece of experimental religion, 
the cxix Plalm! Now, what abundant ad- 
vantages do we enjoy above the pſalmiſt, and 
all the believers in the old Teſtament, We have 
the glorious writings of Iſaiah and the other 
prophets : we have the ſtill more wonderful and 
divine volume of the new Teſtament, completed 
by that moſt aſtoniſhing book of the Revela- 
tions : ſo that our canon of Scripture will have 
no addition to it to the end of the world: 'tis a 

moſt complete revelation from God; nothing 
can be taken from it, nothing can be added to 
it. We have in this god-breathed book a de- 
finitive rule of faith, worſhip, and morals ; for 
which, let all true chriſtians on earth bleſs and 
praiſe Gop in the higheſt ſtrains for ever and 
ever | 


GRATITUDE for a Bible vx RESERVED. The Bible 
has had more enemies than any other book in the 
world ever had: it has been in ten thouſand 
perils, in many ages, from bitter enemies and 
falſe friends, But there have been two tremen- 


dous times in which, to ſpeak after the manner 
of 
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of men, the Bible has been in danger of being 
utterly loſt, | 
The rInsT CRITICAL SITUATION of the holy Bible 
was in the time of that cruel and bloody tyrant 
AwTrocavus ErirnAxzs, who violated the temple 
in the year of the world 3834 ; and before Chriſt, 
170. This deſperate man had, by his perpetual 
and violent wars, almoſt ruined the whole Jewiſh 
nation : he profaned the temple in the moſt daring 
manner : he ſet up the image of Jupiter in the 
temple of Gop, and ordered a ſwine to be boiled, 
and the broth to be ſprinkled about the holy of 
holies itſelf. But his malice and outrage againſt 
the ſacred books of the old Teſtament was be- 
yond all his other wickedneſs. He ſearched up 
all the Hebrew copies he was able, and burnt 
them. Lea, he went farther than that: he iſſued 
out proclamations through Judea, that every 
Jew who had a copy of the Bible ſhould deliver 
it up to be deſtroyed, upon pain of death : and 
cowards and traitors to Gop's book there have 
been in all ages, who feared man's anger above 
Gop's wrath and damning curſe. But, bleſſed. 
he Gop, there have been brave and reſolute 
ſervants of Chriſt, who valued their Bibles above 
their blood: and ſo there were in the time of 
| cruel Antiochus. Thoſe bleſſed heroes preſerved 
the Bible at the hazard of their lives: they feared 
not the wrath of this proud and cruel tyrant. 
No. IX. 2 2 And 
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And Gov's juſtice purſued this deſperate man 
with a ſingular vengeance : worms bred in his 
bowels/:'/ his - fleſh rotted off from his bones: 
there iſſued from his putrid body ſuch an in- 
tolerable ſtench, that his phyſicians could not 
bear the room: and hell took poſſeſſion of his 
guilty ſoy} before it was rent from his periſhing 
fleſh.” | A fearful monument of God's dreadful 
wrath” to all men who ſhalt dare to deſpiſe, 
oppoſe,” or perſecute the word of Gop to the end 
of the world. I hope my young readers will 
have an active Curioſity to read the accounts of 
this horrid man, in the books of the Apocrypha, 
1 Macc! i. and 2 Macc. v. in Uſher's Annals 
p. 317. latin Paris edit. Engliſh edit. p. 417. 
Prideaux's Connexion, vol. 3. p. 237, 258, 284. 
And Rollin's Ancient ATA vol. 6: p. 2 
deo. edit. of 1768. | 

The srconp cairIcA TIME of DANGER with 
the ror Scrrytores was in the reign” of the 
emperor Dioclefian. I tremble and adore whilſt 
I write: In the year of our Lord 303, and on 
the 18th day of April, according to Valeſius's 
notes on Euſebius's Ecclefiaftical Hiſtory, book 9. 
chap. 2. p. 141: on this day Diocleſian, by the 
inſtigation of his partner ® in empire, fer on foot 
che tenth pagan' perſecution. In this rinsr of 


* n * — che chriſtians, the ſacred 
Scriptures 


* Maximian Galerius, who married Dioclefian's daughter. 
+ Dr. Lardner ſays this tenth perſecution began Feb. 23, 303 · See 
vol. 3. of his Teſtimonics, p. 285. 
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Seriptures were ordered to be burnt; and Euſe- 
bius ſays, he ſaw with his own eyes the divine 
and ſacred Scriptures burnt in the market - place. 
The perſecution raged for ten years; and theſe 
bloody perſecutors imagined they had utterly de- 
ſtroyed the chriſtian religion, and had the in- 
ſolence to ſet up pillars and plates of braſs, with 
theſe inſcriptions on them: In the times of 
DioctLestan and Maximian Hercvilivs, and 
GALER1vs, the NAME of the CHRISTIANS was ex- 
tirpated.” And another inſcription ran thus : 
That the $UPERSTIT1ON of the CHRISTIANS. was 
every where rooted- up, and the worsmP of the 
gods reſtoted.” It is with great difficulty that 1 
forbear running on for many pages together, to 
deſcribe the characters and actions of theſe cruel 
and bloody perſecutors, the vaſt extent and hor- 
rors of the perſecution, and its awful duration, 
for it laſted ten years; with the terrible deaths 
of Galerius, in 311, and of Diocleſian, who died 
at Salone, in Dalmatia, in the year of our Lord 
313: but I muſt ſtop my hand, for there is no 
end to theſe aſtoniſhing things. Yet, for the 
fake of my pious. and inquiſitive young readers, 
I will ſet down ſome ſelect books, where their 
laudable curioſity may have a ſweet and awful 
information concerning the victory of the holy 
Scriptures over their moſt bloody enemies, I 


will mention the authors in the order I would 
"4 read 
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read them if they were all before me at the ſame 
time, (1.) Boſſuet's Univerſal Hiſtory, vol. 1. 
12mo. p. 134. who ſays of Diocleſian's perſecu- 
tion: The ſtricteſt ſearch was made for the 
SACRED BooKs, in order to aboliſh the very 
memory of them ; and the chriſtians durſt not 
have them in their houſes, nor almoſt preſume 
to read them. (2.) Lampe's Eccleſiaſtical Hif. 
tory, book 2. chap. 4. ſect. 16. (3.) Millar's 
Propagation of Chriſtianity, vol. 1. edit. 3. 1731. 
p. 369. (4.) Crevier's Hiſtory of the Roman 
Emperors, 8vo. vol. 9. p. 252. (5.) Dr. John 
Gillies's Hiſtorical Collections, vol. 1. 8vo. p. 16. 
(6.) Dr. Macknight's Truth of the Goſpel Hif- 
tory, 4to. p. 516. (7.) Dr. Lardner's Collec- 
tion of ancient Heathen Teſtimonies to the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, vol. 3. 4to. 
1766. chap. 40. p. 275-327, of Diocleſian's 
perſecution of the chriſtians. (8.) Dr. Cave's 
Primitive Chriſtianity, 8vo. edit, 5. 1698. 
p. 335=339, 368. (9.) Spanheim's Eccleſi- 
aſtical Hiſtory, p. 812—8 14. fol. edit. 1701. 
(10.) Dr. Newton's Diſſertations, vol. 3. $vo. 
p. 54, 55. with Lowman on the Revelations, 
8vo. edit. 1773. p. 72, 79. (11.) Fox's Acts 
and Monuments of the Church, vol. 1. p. 85. 
fol. edit. 1684. (12.) Laſtly, I mention the 
original fountain from whence theſe great and 
good men drew their knowledge, Eulebius's 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, folio edit. 1709, with 

Valeſius's 
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Valeſius's notes. See book 8. chap. 2. book g. 
chap. 7.—I will affirm of Euſebius's Hiſtory, 
what Dr. Doddrige uſed to expreſs to his friends 
concerning Joſephus : ** If I had but fix books 
in my library, Euſebius ſhould be one of them.“ 
And I will farther obſerve, for the benefit of 
young divines, that, next to the holy Scriptures, 
the Hiſtory of the Church of Chriſt, in her 
doctrines, worſhip, morals, and the great and 
good divines, who have, in all ages, defended 
thoſe doctrines by reaſon, argument, and by 
their blood; with the hiſtory of the principal 
errors, deceivers, tyrants, and perſecutors, who 
have attempted to corrupt and exterminate the 
church; I ſay, this hiſtory of the two kingdoms 
of Chriſt and Satan ought to be the grand object 
of our ſtudy and attention all through life. 

I will cloſe this particular with a conciſe and 
ſtriking view of the horrid cruelties of the Dio- 
cleſian perſecution, in the words of a learned 
hiſtorian, of the three firſt centuries of the 
church, who has well abridged the larger ac- 
counts in Euſebius and others. 


* As this was the laſt perſecution, ſo it was 
the moſt ſevere of all others, like the laſt efforts 
of an expiring enemy, who, uſes his utmoſt rage 
and ſtrength to give a parting blow. It were 

endlejs 


 ® I ought, in juſtice, to inform my young readers, that the index to 
the Univerſal Hiſtory, vol. 21. $vo. is as admirable introduction to a 
Hudies of this kind, and may be bought ſepatate, 
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endleſs and almoſt incredible to enumerate the 
variety of ſufferers and torments : it muſt be 
ſufficient to obſerve in this place, that they were 
ſcourged to death —had their fleſh torn off with 
pincers, and mangled and ſcraped with ſhell; 
and broken pots—were caſt to lions, tygers, and 
other wild beaſts were burned beheaded 
crucified - thrown into the ſea—torn in pieces 
by the diſtorted boughs of trees, and by the 
force of horſes—roaſted alive over gentle fires— 
their bowels torn out whilſt living melted lead 
poured into their bowels—with innumerable 
other torments, as may be ſeen in Fox's Mar. 
tyrology, vol. 1. p. 36—87. 

This perſecution * laſted ten years under 
Diocleſian, and ſome of his ſucceſſors, The in- 
credible number of chriſtians that ſuffered death 
and puniſhmetit, made them conclude that they 
had completed their work: and in an ancient 
inſcription, they tell the world, that they had 
effaced the name and ſuperſtition of the chriſtians, 
and had reſtored and propagated the worſhip ot 
the gods: But they were ſo much deceived, that 
this haſtened the deſtruction of paganiſm; and 
Mortly after cxrIsTIaniTY became vVICTORIOUS 
and triumphant over all the powers of darknels, 
and the artifices and cruelty of mankind,” — 
Eachard's Roman Hiſtory, vol. 2. with ſome 


ſmall additions; and his Ecc. Hiſtory, p. 451. 
Thus 
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Thus you ſee, my dear reader, what reaſon 
you have to eſteem the precious book of Gao, 
which has been preſerved through ſuch dreadful 
dangers, and comes down to your hands in the 
ſtreams of chriſtian blood. But you have an 
higher motive to love the Bible than this : you 
owe 


GRATITUDE for a Bible puxchaszp; a Bible 
purchaſed with the blood of Gov. The blood of 
martyrs was polluted with. ſin, but the blood of 
Chriſt was that of a lamb, without blemiſh, and 
without ſpot or taint of treaſon and rebellion ; 
it was pure blaod, and the blood of him who is 
Jehovah Loxp and Gop, the true, the great and 
mighty Gop, who is over all, bleſſed for ever- 
more, None but ſocinians, and men who verge 
towards their horrid principles, will deny that 
the Bible is the purchaſe of the blood of Gov. 
Holineſs, juſtice, and truth, would never have 
ſuffered one line of a gracious revelation to come 
to us, if there had not been a full proviſion made 
for the honour of thoſe moſt adorable and tre- 
mendous attributes of Gov. And what can 
more endear the Scriptures to us, than to con- 
fider, that now every perfection in God pleads 
on the footing of Chriſt's saT1sracT10N for our 
enjoyment of all the eternal © bleſſings of * 
glorious goſpel. aw 4 

 Grarrrvret for a Bible TRANSLATED.— The 


Bible was tranſlated many hundred years before 
the 
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the art of printing was invented. The rinsr 
man in England that tranſlated ſome parts of the 
Bible into our language, which was then Saxon, 
was the VENERABLE BED R,“ who flouriſhed about 
the year of Chriſt 700. 

The $zconD was the great and good Jon 
Wi1cxL1rrt,+ who flouriſhed from 1360 to 1980; 
and who is deſervedly ſtiled the morninG sTar 
of the REFORMATION, 


The ruiRD worthy man was Jotty Ta EvIs4, 
a divine in Cornwall, who is reported to have 
fer forth the whole Bible in Engliſh « but at 
exact account I cannot yer procure. 


The rouRTH was the excellent WiLLiam T. 
bat, f who tranſlated the five books of Moſcs, 
and the new Teſtament, in the year 1327: after 
wards he and Miles Coverdale joined in the work. 
and finiſhed the tranſlation of the whole Bible. 
I fpeak nothing of all ſubſequent tranſlations, as 
they are generally known. And now, my reader, 
if the old Teſtament were always to remain only 
in the original Hebrew, and the new Teſtament 
in Greek, what man in ten thouſand through all 
Britain could ever read or underſtand one page 

And 


Bede was an Engliſh monk, born about the year 672, and died on the 
26th of May, 935, aged 63. 

T Wickliffe was born near Richmond, in Yorkſhire, about the year 
3324, and died at Lutterworth, in Leicefterſhice, in the year 1384. 

t Tisdal was bora near Wales, and burnt in the Netherlands in the 
year 1336. 
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And how thankful ought we to be, that Gop has 
raiſed up men of ſtrong ſenſe, and ſound learn- 
ing, to tranſlate theſe ſacred books into our own 
language! Here we ſee the neceſſity, dignity, 
and excellence of a clear knowledge of the ſacred 
languages; and how exceedingly do thoſe good 
men miſtake, who ſpeak in an unguarded and 
contemptuous manner of learning and learned 
men: they ought, in truth and juſtice, to diſ- 
tinguiſh between the uſe and the abuſe of learn- 
ing; and whilſt bad men, who miſapply their 
talents, ſhould be held in abhorrence, holy and 
wiſe men, who uſe their learning for Gop, ſhould 
be had in everlaſting honour, 


GRATITUDE for a Bible PRINTED. Before the 
art of printing was found out, in 1440, a Bible, 
written on vellum or parchment, would coſt one 
hundred pounds ſterling: and if this was the caſe 
now, not one perſon in ten thouſand, through 
all England, could ever have a Bible: and what 
a deplorable ſtate would you be in without this 
precious book of Gop How ought you and I 
to bleſs Gop for ever and ever, who taught man 
this happy and moſt glorious art of printing! 
Now the copies of the Bible are multiplied to 
ſo many millions, that I truſt the papiſts can 
never be able to burn them all : and a Bible is 
rendered ſo very cheap as to come almoſt within 
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the power of the pooreſt perſon to purchaſe * a 
book that was originally bought for us with the 
infinitely-precious blood of the Son of Gop, 


GraTiTUDE for a Bible ExeounDEeD by the 
moſt excellent men in the world.—It is a true 
remark of the amiable Mr. Matthew Henry, 
That as preachers would not be believed with- 
out Bibles to back them, fo Bibles would not be 
underſtood without miniſters to explain them.” 
(Pref. to Expoſit. vol. 1.) Wiſe and ſerious chriſ- 
tians will avoid all fooliſh extremes: they will nei- 
ther idolize expoſitions, nor vilify them: they will 
not ſet up the works of good men to a neglect of 
the Bible : nor will they deſpiſe the excellent pro- 
ductions of long ſtudy and ardent devotion. They 
will ſay with the modeſt and humble lord- treaſurer 
to Philip, How can I underſtand the Scriptures 
without ſome man to guide me? Acts viii, 31. And 
this is fully conſiſtent, with the uſe of our own beſt 
judgment, to form a final determination concern- 
ing the true ſenſe of Scripture for the direction of 
our faith, worſhip, and moral conduct. Fully 
convinced of the propriety of theſe ſentiments, I 
go on to obſerve, for the benefit of my young 

readers, 


® I can never enough eſteem and recommend the ſociety for proreting 
religious knowledge among the poor; by which, above nine hundred 
pounds worth of Bibles, and other good books, are annually given away : 
and let it never be forgotten, that this ſociety began, in 1750, with the 
ſum of twenty- -x ſhillings, laid down by thoſe excellent men, now in 
heaven, mefirs. Joſeph and Benjamin Forfitt, 
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readers, and eſpecially thoſe of a certain charafter 
and office in the church of Chriſt, that one of the 
moſt able expoſitors of our nation, and the firſt in 
point of time, is that great and excellent man, Dr. 
Simon Patrick. This eminent man poſſeſſed a 
very ſtrong and ſound natural underſtanding : his 
learning was immenſe and well digeſted : his re- 
ligion was deep, and matured by long experience, 
and under the direction of clear maſculine reaſon. 
In a word, I know not any expoſitor, at the age 
of more than ſeventy years, that ever wrote with 
ſuch perſpicuity of thought and ſtrength of mind; 
and what is ſtill better, with ſuch a divine ſa- 
vour, and in the ſpirit of the goſpel, as the 
Paraphraſe on the Pſalms and the Song of Solo- 
mon fully evince. ' 

Mr. Matthew Henry's Expoſition is peculiarly 
excellent for the ſweet notes and ſprightly turns 
of thought which every where abound: *ris im- 
poſſible for a perſon of piety and taſte to read 
him without wiſhing to be ſhut out from all the 
world to read him through, without one moment's 
interruption. 

Dr. John Guiſe's Expoſition of the new Teſta- 
ment evinces that he was a great and ſolid divine, 
of à truly evangelical heart, and well digeſted 
learning: every page has an high tendency to in- 
ſtruct the mind, and make us ſteady and ſubſtan- 
tial chriſtians. 
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Dr. Doddridge's Family Expoſitor has three 
diſtinguiſhing excellencies — his improvements 
breathe a genuine, lively, and elevated devotion 
his critical notes lead us more fully into the 
ſpirit, energy, and beauty of the ſacred original 
his new tranſlation and paraphraſe oftentimes 
diſcover the penetration and elegant ſagacity of 
his mind to obſerve the various movements of 
good and bad hearts, diſplayed in the ſacred 
writings-: in this point of view the doctor ſhines 
above all other expoſitors, 

Dr. Gill's Expoſition of the old and new Teſta- 
ment is an ocean of ſound divinity. The re- 
markable_ excellencies of this great work are 
conſiſtency with his truly evangelical principles 
throughout the whole—immenſe reading and 
vaſt reſearches into all the principal books * of 
antiquity and hiſtory, which may any ways eluci- 
date the ſacred writings. 

Vitringa, the Expoſitor of Iſaiah, in 2 vols. 
folio, 1709, is a man of aſtoniſhing erudition 
and evangelical favour : he is above all my com- 
mendation ; and, therefore, I can only ſay what 
I know to be fact ; that he was the favourite of 
the late Mr. James Hervey, whoſe genius for 
| ſacred and devotional criticiſm is undoubtedly 

above 

® I do not mention the vaſt treaſures of learning in the Jewiſh Targums 

and Talmuds, which this great man poſſeſſed above all the divines of our 
— | 
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above all cenſure and all praiſe : he often wiſhed, 
that the richeſt part of Vitringa had been ab- 
ſtrated, and publiſhed by itſelf for the uſe of 
pious and learned ſtudents of divinity. 


Dr. Owen's Expoſition of the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, 4 vols. folio, is a work of amazing 
depth of thought and ſtrength of mind : but 
that which diſtinguiſhes this elaborate perform- 
ance above all the Expoſitions I ever read, is the 
high-ſpirited unction of goſpel piety with which 
he writes, You have a ſtrain of ſuch profound 
chriſtian experience in this moſt admirable au- 
thor as can hardly be paralleled in any other 
Engliſh divine : and what is farther wonderful 
in this Expoſition, even in the midſt of the moſt 
genuine piety, he demonſtrates, with the greateſt 
force of argument, the glorious doctrines of the 
goſpel ; he detects the falſhood, and demoliſhes 
the principles of the moſt corrupt and dangerous 
ſyſtem of ſocinianiſm : and I will add, that none 
of the abettors of thoſe principles will meddle 
with Dr. Owen's arguments, but to their own 


confuſion. 


The beautiful and genuine Expoſitions of ſelect 
and ſtriking paſſages of the old and new Teſta- 
ment, in the works of Mr. Hervey, and that 
prince of all divines, Witſius, in his Economy 
of the Covenants, can never be too often read, 


or too much commended. 
In 
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In Dr. Wirsius's 4th book of the Economy, 
chap. r. he: unfolds the doctrine of ſalvation in 
the firſt: age of the world; and explains the firſt 
goſpel promiſe, (Gen. iii. 15) in ſuch a copious, 
judicious, and evangelical- manner, that J muſt 
confeſs I never met with its equal in any writer, 
His illuitration of the ſerpent—his eating, duſt 
all the days of his life—the comfort deſigned 
for man—in the evils denounced on the devil— 
the enmity between the two ſeeds the author 
of theſe benefits, Jehovah—the ſeed of the 
woman. largely explained, and why Chriſt is 
not. called the ſeed of Adam—how Chriſt bruiſes 
the ſerpent's head and how the devil bruiſes his 
heel. All theſe particulars are moſt gloriouſly 
illuſtrated by this great divine, ſo that I ſcruple 
not to call his expoſition of this one text, Tu 
WHOLE GOSPEL IN MINIATURE. 


But I ſhould, be wanting in affection to my 
young readers if I did not juſt point out ſome 
farther-beautiful illuſtrations of Seripture in Dr. 
Withus's' and Mr. Hervey's works. To the 
above judicious and elegant Expoſition of the 
firſt Goſpel Promiſe, in Dr. Witſius's QEconomy 
— his Illuſtration of the Covenant of Peace, in 
Zech. vi. 13. book 2. chap. 2.—his beautiful 
Remarks on the ſeven Eyes on one Stone, Zech. 
iii. 8. book 2. chap. 7. ſect. 7.—and his deep 
and judicious Thoughts on the Law as the 
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Strength of Sin, book g. chap. 8. ſect. 44.— 
with his Views of Adoption, book 3. chap. 1@. 
ſect. 14. Theſe, with many others that will oc- 
cur in reading the Qiconomy, will pleaſe and 
aſtoniſh . a perſon of true devotional taſte, if he 
Hall read them to the end of life. 


In Mr, Hervey's ConTEMPLAT10Ns you ſee, on 
- thoſe words, Will Gop in very deed dwell with 
man! ſome elevated and admirable thoughts, 
vol. 1. p. 6. but his grand Illuſtration of the 
ioth chapter of the Revelations is beyond all 
deſcription ſublime and ſtriking. Nothing in 
any Expoſitor I ever read or heard of can com- 
pare with his repreſentation of the angel ſwear- 
ing that time ſhall be no longer. See Contem- 
plation on the Night. To which I muſt add his 
fine Paraphraſe on that Repreſentation of God's 
Compaſſion, in Iſai, xlix. 15. in his Contempla- 
tion on the Starry Heavens, p. 119. edit. 2. 
12m0, 


In his DiaLocves, the beautiful illuſtrations 
of paſſages of Scripture are ſo numerous and 
abundant, that I muſt mention but one, (for 
there is no end of all:) and I am certain, that 
if you read it ten thouſand times, it will always 
pleafe, I will ſay, in his words on the text, if 
theſe reflections do not contain the true ſublime, 
in its utmoſt ſcope and fulleſt beauty, I profeſs 1 
never ſaw it, nor ever expect to ſee it. Read his 

notes 
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notes on Rev. xx. 11. on the white throne, and 
the heavens and earth flying away from the pre- 
ſence of the Son of Gop. Vol. 3. letter 8. 


In his LETTERS to Mr. Weſley, p. 59, you 
have a moſt glorious and divine expoſition of 
ſome ſtriking parts of the 4oth chapter of Iſaiah. 
Only read thoſe remarks ; that will be their beſt 


recommendation. 


In Dr. Lowrn's Px ALEcTIONEs we have the 
ſame true ſpirit of 'manly and elegant criticiſm 
on a vaſt variety of ſublime paſſages in the pſalms 
and prophets : and I muſt declare it as my judg- 
ment, that Dr. Witſius, Mr, Hervey, and Dr. 
Lowth, conſidered in their native genius, imagi- 
nation, and taſte ; the rational and delicate con- 
duct of their ſtudies ; the elevation, penetration, 
and grandeur of their conceptions ; their tender 
and devout paſſions; and their maſterly com- 
mand of language in point of perſpicuity, purity, 
and energy, muſt ſet them in a very diſtinguiſh- 
ing eminence as the firſt writers on Scripture ever 
known in the world. And we may remark, that 
whilſt we read authors of the firſt rank for taſte, 
learning, and eloquence, they always inſtruct; 
they never diſguſt, but ever elevate our powers, 
refine our paſſions, and give new pleaſures on 
every freſh peruſal. And chriſtians of the beſt 
ſenſe and judgment will never deſpiſe or ſpeak 
evil of ſuch excellent expoſitors of Scripture, 

but 
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but will feel, in their beſt moments, the moſt 
ardent gratitude to Gop the Redeemer, who is 
the author of all thoſe ſhining talents which 
adorn the brighteſt men in the world. 


VII. Derronr in the ScrreTuREs as the clear 
and only piscoveRy of the SUPREME GOOD, 
 CartsT Jesus, the Son of GOD. 


When we mention coop in this place, we not 
only contemplate objefive and abſolute ooo, 
meerly in its own nature, but likewiſe as rela- 
tive to our happineſs. Our faculties are ſoon 
at their utmoſt limits in contemplating Gop as 
an abſolute good ; but when we conſider him as 
related to us, and as producing our happineſs, 
the proſpects are various, raviſhing, infinite, and 
eternal; and in this light I ſhall conſider the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


An object may be conſidered as fit to make us 
happy by its own immediate influence—or as 
removing miſery—or preventing miſery—or as 
preparing a man for happineſs, by reſtoring and 

perfecting the faculties and principles of fruition 
to enable a man to enjoy happineſs. Now, in 
all theſe views, Chriſt is to be conſidered as the 
ſupreme good : he is fit to make us happy by his 
own immediate influence—he is able and willing 
to remove all our miſery—he is reſolved to pre- 
vent eternal miſery——and he prepares us for 

B bb happineſs, 
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happineſs, by reſtoring our depraved powers to 
liberty, purity, and ſtrength; and infuſing ſuch 
noble and ſublime principles of fruition as Hall 
fit us ever to contemplate and love the ſupreme, 
objective, and abſolute good. 


And this ſhews the pnſpeakable and es. 
dent excellence of true holineſs diffuſed through 
the ſoul by the Lord Jelus; as it prepares a 
man's faculties for happineſs ; ſtrengthens the 
underſtanding, rectifies the will, refines the taſte 
for the pureſt enjoyments ; purifies and elevates 
the affections to their | beſt objects, and thus 
enables the ſoul to converſe with the sUPprREME 
TRUTH, GOODNESS, and BEAUTY, to eternity. 


The t$SENTIAL PROPERTIES and CHARACTERISTICS 
of the svyREME, objective, and relative coop, 
all center in the eternal Sox of G OD. 


The ſupreme good of man, or that which 
conſtitutes his everlaſting happinels, muſt be 
agreeable and ſatisfying to our higheſt capacities, 
and. ſuitable to the moſt elevated and refined 
taſte fitted to all ſituations and conditions in 
life —ſuited to all offices, and worthy employ- 
ments—may be enjoyed without bluſhes and 
ſhame, i. e. ſorrow and ſelf-contempt—poſſeſſed 
without ſuſpicion of being a fool: and without 
dread of ill conſequences—and which comforts a 
man and bleſſes him with ſerenity under all the 

troubles 
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troubles of life —refines and ſweetens the paſ- 
ſions of the heart will abide the ſevere teſt of 
ſound reaſon, and endure the moſt judicious re- 
view and the moſt impartial reflection improves 
upon longer experience—grows ſtill better on 
enjoyment—and whilſt the more we poſſeſs it, 
and the deeper we drink into the ſpirit of this 
ooo, it yields ſweeter fruitions on the moſt 
frequent repetitions : and, in point of duration, 
this coop is eternal as our exiſtence, and large 
as our immortal capacities of happineſs. This 
muſt be the SUPREME GOOD 


Now all theſe glorious properties, and excel- 
lent characteriſtics of the sovEREIGN coop of 
man, belong, in the higheſt and nobleſt ſenſe, 
to our Divine and glorious REDEEMER, Chriſt, 
as the SUPREME ooo of man, muſt be that alone 
which conſtitutes our everlaſting happineſs : he 
is the ſole good that is agreeable and ſatisfying 
to the higheſt capacities of our ſouls : he is, in- 
deed, the SUPREME TRUTH and goodneſs ſuited to 
our SUPREME POWERS of enjoyment, and ſuitable 
to the moſt elevated and refined taſte : his grace, 
i. e. his good will to us and his good work in 
us, is fitted to all the ſituations and conditions 
of our life, and to all the worthy offices and 
characters we can ſuſtain: his tendereſt friend- 
ſhip may be enjoyed without bluſhes and ſhame, 
. 4, e. ſorrow and ſelf-contempt ; his pureſt good- 
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riefs may be poſſeſſed without the painful ſuſ- 
picion of being a fool; and without the leaſt 
dread of future bad conſequences : his patronage 
and love will comfort a man, and bleſs him with 
ſerenity under all the trials and troubles of life, 
and the terrors of death : his grace refines and 
ſweetens the paſſions of the heart: and the moſt 
intenſe union of ſoul with his perſon will abide 
the ſevere teſt of ſound reaſon : the ſweeteſt ſenſe 
of his friendſhip and converſe will endure the 
moſt judicious review and impartial reflection: 
an intereſt in him, as the ſupreme beauty and 
good, improves upon longer experience; and 
grows ſtill better on farther enjoyment : and, 
whilſt the more we poſſeſs his love, and the 
deeper we drink into the sP1k1T of this GooD, it 
yields ſweeter yFRUTTIONS on the moſt frequent 
REPETITIONS : * and, in point of duration, this 
| divine 

The vax1TY of the won Lb appears in a moſt ſtrikiag and convincing 
fb when ſet in contraſt with the surzzME Goop, the Lon Jrsvs, 
Worldly good, and ſenſual unlawful pleaſure, cannot be ſuitable to our 
ſupreme powers of fruition : they are not at all adapted to a refined and 
elevated taſte : they are not fit to make us happy in all conditions ana 
characters in life. Unlawful pleaſures cannot be enjoyed without bluſhes 
and ſhame. A ſenſualiſt muſt feel ſhame, i. e. ſorrow and ſelf-contempt : 
he never can have one moment's ſolid ſelf-approbation : nor can he poſſeſi 
his pleaſures without the painful ſuſpicion of being a fool, and a moſt 
pungent and alarming dread and horror at future bad conſequences ; which 
flings yall and 'wormwood into his cup, and embitters all his inſatiable 
deſires of pleaſing ſen fations. The man of the world has nothing to com- 
fort him under the vexatious trials of this periſhing life, or the more awful 
terrors of approaching death : he has nothing to refine and ſweeten, but 
every thing to pollute the affections, und ſour the paſſions of the heart: 


his guilty pleaſures wil] never bear the ſevere teſt of ſound reaſon, and the 
trial 
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di eine friend is eternal as our exiſtence; and his 
fulneſs of perfections and grace are large as our 
immortal capacities of happineſs. He muſt, 
therefore, be indeed the surx EMH BLauTY, and 
the SUPREME TRUTH and GOOD to MAN, 


RECOLLECTION, 


We muſt cloſe this Contemplation with a ſhort 
review of what we have ſaid, — We have con- 
ſidered, my dear reader, that the Scriptures de- 
mand the utmoſt wonder and veneration : the 
firmeſt faith in their infallible truth and cer- 
tainty : the higheſt eſteem for their inexpreſſible 
dignity and excellence: the moſt ardent defire 
after their true sxvsRE, and the bleſſings contained 
in the exceeding great and precious PROMISES : 
they demand all the. good will of the human 
heart; the molt exquiſite delight and glory in 
the rich diſcoveries of law and goſpel. We have 
taken a ſurvey of that ſublime and high-ſpirited 
GRATITUDE which every true chriſtian' owes to 

Gop 


trial of an impartial review : his foul and groveling gratifications can 
never improve upon longer experience, nor grow better on farther enjoy- 
ment: but, on the contrary, the more frequently his impure pleaſures are 
repeated, the more flat and inſipid they will grow; and the more pain and 
diſguſt they will create, the more nauſeous, loathſome, and horrible they 
will be ; the more the wretch will be weary of life, be diſguſted with his 
. own exiſtence, and all its polluted ſenſations: and whilſt the worthleſs 
profiigate drinks deeper into the cup of intoxication and poiſon, the more 
fckneſs of foul he will feel : and the moſt frequent repetitions of theſe 
filthy fruitions of debauch, will render his guilty foul the more weak, 
wicked, turbulent, and ſurfeited, to the very end of life.——=Read'Bp. 
Horx1ns's admirable DzMoNsTRAT1ON of the Vanity of the Won o, 
in his works, Folio, ; 
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Gop the Father, Son, and holy Spirit, for a 
Bible inſpired, perfected, preſerved, purchaſed 
with divine blood, tranſlated, printed, and ex- 
pounded by ſome of the wiſeſt and beſt men 
that ever exiſted in the whole world. We re- 
ſumed the affection of delight for the ſake of a 
ſpecial and peculiar object, who deſerves and 
demands all the moſt unbounded delight that 
millions of good men and angels can ever feel; 
and who is, and ever will be, the higheſt object 
of delight to the eternal Gop the Father, who 
reſts his heart in him; who boaſts of him to his 
whole happy empire; and triumphs, with all the 
joy of a God, in thoſe raviſhing words: This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I have an entire 
acquieſcence and delight.” 


And ſhall we not then, O! Lord Jeſus, con- 
ſider thee as an object of complete delight and 
joy! ſhall not our ideas of Chriſt meet thine, O 
divine Father ! ſhall not our ſupreme powers and 
paſſions, riſing to Gop in an heavenly flame, 
re- echo back, This is thy beloved Son, in whom 
our ſouls are eternally well pleaſed! We are 
pleaſed, Ol divine redeemer, with thy grandeur 
and dominion : with thine immenſe wealth and 
riches : thine infinite wiſdom and knowledge : 
thine irreſiſtible power and ſtrength. We rejoice 
in the joy and unbounded delights of thine heart: 
we triumph in thine higheſt honours, thy w=_ 
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leſs dignity, and eternal fame: we love thee for 
thine incomparable beauty: we rejoice, that 
neither men or devils can finally eclipſe thy lovely 
perfections, or diminiſh thy happineſs, or diſturb 
thy repoſe and pleaſure: we can add nothing to 
thee ; bur *tis a joy of heart to us, that thou art, 
and ever wilt be, the ſupreme BtavTy, and the 
ſupreme raurn and c0oDNess to our ſouls when 
time ſhall be no more, Amen, 


Select BOOKS to be read on the Subject of 
this CONTEMPLA TION. 


1. Read the excellent Mr, BTNIAIN BexxerT's beautiful diſplay 
of the ustrur vrt of the ſeveral parts of ScxrtyTurz for doctrine, 
conviction of errors, correction of morals, and inftrutioa in righteouſ- 
neſs, in his Sermons on the Truth and Inſpiration of Script re. Serm. 
12, 13. And on the practical Diſpoſitions and Affections due to Scrip- 
ture. Serm. 14. 


2. Bp. HATt's ConTxMyLATIONS on the Hits ros tcAT Parts of 
Scatrrount, 3 vols. 870. Edinburgh edit. 1770, ſurpaſs every work of 
the kind, and, indeed, exceed all our praiſes. 


3. As Bp. Hoyx1ixs's admirable TIXTA TIER on the VaniTy of the 
Won ts is a ſtriking contraſt to the BEAUTY and yFuLxEss of Chriſt, as 
the sUurnzME Goop, I will here give a ſhort abridgment of that work; 
and I the rather do it, becauſe the book itſelf is little known, and becauſe 
great numbers of people are eternally undone by an exceſſive love of worldly 
things. 

The biſhop's diſcourſe takes its riſe from theſe words, Eccl, i. 2. Vanity 
of vanities, all is vanity, He begins by obſerving, that there is nothing 
in the world vain, in reſpe& to its natural being—that nothing is vain 
in reſpe& of Gop the creator—that, therefore, all the vanity that is in 
worldly things, is only in reſpect of the fin and folly of man, which per- 
vert the right uſe of all things, He goes oa to diſplay the vanity of the 

world 
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world in ten heads. 1. All its glory and ſplendor depends merely ori 
opinion and fancy: tis our imagination that paints the world in ſtrons 
colours. 2. The vanity of the world appears in its deceitfulneſs and 
treachery : it betrays our hopes into deluſion, and our ſouls into guilt, 
3. The world is a vexatious vanity, in four vieww-vexation in getting 
riches and pleaſures—vexation in enjoying them—vexation ia loſing worldly 
goods—and whether we get or loſe, we are ſtill diſappointed in our hopes. 
4. A little croſs will embitter great comforts and ſenſual pleaſures. 5. The 
longer we enjoy worldly things, the more flat and inſipid they grow. 6. All 
the ſenſual pleaſures of the world are only a tedious repetition of the ſame 
things ; the ſame ſhallow ſenſations. 7. The world can ſtand us in no 
ſtead under the horrors of @ guilty conſcience, and at the dreadful hour 
of death. 8. The world is vin, becauſe tis unſuitable to the nature and 
powers of a ſoul-—the foul is ſpiritual; the world is droſs—«he foul is 
immortal ; the world is periſhing—the neceſſities of the ſoul are quite of 
another kind from worldly things. 9. The vanity of the world appears in 
its inconſ ſtency and fickleneſs; the world is full of perpetual variations; 
there is no certain ſtability in any one worldly thing. 10. The vanity of 
the world appears in this, that it never ſatisfies. The higheſt condition 
cannot free us from cares and croſſes : and be our condition what it will, 
we till deſire change. We can no more reſt in an high eſtate than in a 
low one: we ſtiil defire ſomething farther and better, Hence ſee the 
grols folly, madneſs, and guilt of moſt men is idolizing a meer vanity. 


N. B. I wish this ſmart little book was re-printed for the uſe of the 
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The naTURE of HoPE, and its EXERCISE on the 
DISCOVERIES of the woRD of GOD.—SvsJetc- 
TION, and ready OBEDIENCE of sour and cox- 
SCIENCE to the whole WILL of GOD in Scrip- 
TURE,ZEAL for the Honour of ScripTURE, 
and ardent ATTEMPTS to diffuſe the KNow- 
LEDGE of SCRIPTURE to the utmoſt of our 
ABILITIEs,-The moſt pungent moTives to 
ZEAL briefly repreſented. 


VIII. | © of being happy in the poſſeſſion 

of the noxnovks and jovs diſcovered 
in the ScrieTuRE, is another affection due to the 
word of Gov, and eſſential to the ſpirit and 
character of a true chriſtian, 


In our glorious book, the grand objects of 
hope are moſt clearly revealed—the grace of 
hope is powerfully infuſed=the exerciſes of hope 
are richly encouraged—and the fruits and works 
of hope are moſt generouſly rewarded, 

CC 2 Hope 
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Hope is the ardent deſire and expectation of 
abſent Faith regards objects as preſent 
to the mind: but hope conſiders thoſe objects 
and bleſſings as abſent. And this affection is 
raiſed and cheriſhed in the ſoul by the clear 
proſpect of the poſſibility and probability of en- 
joying them, founded on the ſincerity and faith- 
fulneſs of Gop in his promiſes ; the oath of God, 
which has confirmed thoſe promiſes ; the blood 
of Chriſt, which has bought thoſe bleſſings ; and 
the infinite fulneſs of the grace and power of 
Chriſt to apply all thoſe promiſes to the ſoul, 


As the grace of hope will be conſidered at 
large in a ſubſequent part of this work, we muſt 
not enlarge upon it here, I ſhall only ſhew how 
the rich fulneſs of Chriſt, revealed in Scripture, 
is the precious object of the chriſtian's hope. 

The fulneſs of Chriſt conſiſts in the infinite 
all - ſufficiency of his nature for his own hap- 
pineſs, and for the complete happineſs of all his 
people, without the leaſt deficiency or failure 
through our eternal duration. In him dwells 
all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. Col. ii. . 
This is his eſſential fulneſs.—It hath pleaſed the 
Father, that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell. 
Col. i. 19. Of his fulneſs we have all received, 
and grace for grace. John i. 16. Full of grace 
and truth. This is his relative and diffuſive ful- 
neſs towards us. His eſſential fulneſs as Gov, 

_—_— and 
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and his relative fulneſs as mediator, both con- 
ſpire to raiſe our hope to the moſt ſublime 
height and vaſt extent into eternity. The whole 
fulneſs of the Deity ſubſtantially dwells in him: 
his human nature is the temple of the Deity: 
and all the perfections of God, in their utmoſt 
fulneſs and glory, abide for ever in his incarnate 
perſon: and the fulneſs or perfection of Deity is 
a natural idea of all that is comprehended in 
Godhead. * Now hope views Chriſt in all his 
fulneſs, as revealed in Scripture; and this ex- 
cites its moſt lively and vigorous exerciſe: and, 
indeed, what can there be to damp or diſcourage 
our hopes, when we view him in his full glory 
and dignity, becoming a ſubſiſtence in the eternal 
perſon of the Son of Gop, Full in his commu- 
nion with his divine father; delighting always 
in him full in a ſufficiency to anſwer every end 
of Gop the Father's grace full to the utmoſt 
capacity of an uncreated Gop ; and full to the 
utmoſt capacity of the moſt wonderful and glo- 
rious creature—full of the greateſt beauty and 
lovelineſs of a living temple—full of a divine 
fatisfa&tion to infinite juſtice—full of a divine 
and infinite righteouſneſs to juſtify our ſouls— 
full of a divine and infinite ſpirit to ſanctify our 
hearts—full to ſuit all ſorts of neceſſities at all 
times, and in all conditions in which his dear 
people can poſſibly be—full in the moſt active 


and 
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and ardent readineſs of bounty to ſupply all ſorts 
of wants—full in the abilities of a Gop to gain 
a perfect victory over all kinds of temptations, 
trials, and oppoſitions whatſoever, from men or 
devils—full as a complete example, or beautiful 
pattern of obedience to angels, but eſpecially to 
all believers in the world—full to give the ut- 
moſt pleaſure and delight to all holy ſouls; and 
to give infinite pleaſure to his divine father—full 
to be an everlaſting memorial of the grace and 
glory of the Father, in giving ſuch unparalleled 
excellencies to the Son of Man in union with the 
Son of Gop. * 

Now, clear views of this aſtoniſhing fulneſs of 
Chriſt, revealed in the goſpel, have the fitteſt 
tendency to cheriſh the moſt vigorous hopes of 
enjoying all ſorts of bleſſings for this life, and 
that which is to come. Hope is one of the moſt 
delightful affections of the mind: and is the ſup- 
port and guide of the foul in all ſorts of labours, 
trials, and afflictions: it is of a cheering and 
enlivening nature: and it is an abiding grace 
at all times: *tis an ever living grace, and is 
always more or leſs in exerciſe, Hope has this 
remarkable and ſingular property, that it is 
living when other graces ſeem to be ready to 
die; and when a true chriſtian is in the worſt 
condition, he cannot give up his hope ; nor will 

he 


o Sce Dr, Owen on Communion with Chriſt in Grace, p. 72. edit. 1657+ 
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he PART WITH IT FOR ALL THE WORLD.——See Dr. 
Wright on Hope, in his Great Concern, 8vo. 
p. 201, And Dr. Gill on Hope. Body of Prac- 


tical Divinity, p. 99- 


In a word, this lively ſcriptural hope th 
the moſt noble and ſublime rorxTITUDE : it raiſes 
a man above the frowns of the world, the rage 
of hell, and the terrors of death: it carries us 
cheerfully through all the difficulties of life, and 
makes hard things eaſy to the mind : it keeps us 
from the two extremes of true fortitude—raſh- 
neſs and inſenſibility, and fearfulneſs and impa- 
tience : it cheriſhes real Macnan1MITY or great- 
neſs of ſoul, which raiſes a man above the in- 
fluence of the good or evil things of this world.* 


IX. SvsJecTion and intire OBEDIENCE of sour. 
and CONSCIENCE to the whole wiLL of GOD in 
SCRIPTURE, is another eſſential bisposir1oN of 
the true CHRISTIAN. 


The grand fundamental law in God's rational 
empire is love : it reſembles the ſupreme, univer- 
ſal, and eternal law of gravitation in the New- 

tonian 


A man of true MAGNANIMITY does not think an affluence of 
worldly goods neceſſary to make him happy ; nor does he leave it in the 
power of the evil things of the world to make him miſerable. He who 
will not be a fave to rzrONs, hating all ſubjeftion which is not 
founded in juſtice and reaſon, will, from the fame principle, ſcorn to be 
enflaved to TurnGs; forsLavenry is the ſame, whoſoever or wharſoever 
be the TYzanT. A man that hopes to dwell eternally with Gop in the 
higheſt heavens, diſdains all Navery to TYRANT PERSONS Of TYRAND 
THIN gs. See Grove's Mor, Philoſ. vol. 2. p. 2177179, 
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tonian ſyſtem of the natural world, which rules 
every particle of matter, from the vaſt maſs in 
the body of the ſun, to the leaſt grain of duſt 
under our feet: not an atom, that Gop has 
made, is exempted from this law for one mo- 
ment through univerſal nature.“ And thus it is 
in the moral world with reſpe& to the grand law 
of love: it binds every rational mind that Goo 
has made, to univerſal and eternal love to Gon 
and our fellow- creatures. From this law Goo 
will never depart; it never can be relaxed for 
one moment, with reſpect to any one rational 
creature in heaven, earth, or hell: the eternal 
and immutable rectitude of Gop binds it down 
on every conſcience in the world : and in the 
church of Chriſt his law is farther explained, 
beautified, extended, and enforced, beyond all 
that reaſon ever knew. By this law I am bound 
to eſteem Gop as the moſt excellent exiſtence in 
himſelf—to deſire his preſence above all things 
—to bear the moſt ardent good will to him, as 
worthy to receive all poſſible good—and to de- 

light 


Of all the philoſophical writers I ever read, no man equals the moſt 
ſagacious and devout Mr, Andrew Baxter, in his Enquiry into the Nature 
of the human Soul, with the Appendix; and his Dialogues, ſtiled Matho. 
I fay, no man equals him for inceſſant attention to the agency of Gov ia 
the natural world, Juſtice has got yet been fully done to this great man 3 
but I hope a Time will ſoon come in which his excellent character ſhall 
be ſet in a fairer light by ſome friends that love his name. At preſent 1 
can only hint, that this worthy man was born in Aberdeenſhire, Scotland, 
in the year 1687, and died at Willingham, in Eaſt-Lothian, March, 175% 
aged 63. I deteſt the iogratitude of the preſent age for paying no atten- 
tion to his memory, | 


1 393 J 


: light in him as the life and joy of my immortal 
ſoul. By this law I am bound to love all man- 
kind as myſelf: and more eſpecially to eſteem every 
true chriſtian as poſſeſt of the moſt lovely qualities 
---to deſire their happineſs equally with that of 
my own ſoul---to bear the moſt perfect good will 
to their perſons and intereſts, as worthy to re- 
ceive all poſſible good from me. I am bound to 
delight in their company, to rejoice in their ſal- 
vation, and do every thing in my power to pro- 
mote their felicity; and to avoid every thing 
that may injure their nobleſt intereſts, by in- 
vading the rights of their conſciences, or refuſing - 
to allow them all the comforts and privileges of 
the ſons of Gop. 


I can give only a ſmall ſpecimen of that ſub- 
jection of ſoul and conſcience to the will of Gop 
in Scripture, which is ſo eſſential to the temper 
of a true chriſtian. | 


Gop commands in his word, Thou ſhalt love 
the Loxp thy Gop with all thy. heart. Matth. 
xxii. 37. The chriſtian replies, I will love thee, 
O! Lord, my ſtrength. Pf. xviii. 1. Gov ſays, 
Believe in the Lord Jeſus, and thou ſhalt be 
ſaved. Acts xvi. 31. The ſoul replies, Lord, I 
do believe; help thou mine unbelief. Mark 
Ix. 24. God ſays, Grieve not the holy Spirit. 
D d d 
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Eph. iv. 30. The ſoul replies, Thy ſpirit is 
good, lead me intg the land of uprightneſs. 
Pf. cxliii. 10. Gop ſays, Ye that love the Lord, 
hate evil. Pf. xcvii- 10. The ſaul replies, [ 
hate vain thoughts, but thy law do I love. 
Pf, cxix. 173. Gan ſays, be ſaber, be vigilant. 
1 Pet. v. 8. The foul replies, I will keep under 
my body, and bring it into ſubje&ion, 1 Cor. 
ix, 27. Gop ſays, How long ſhall vain thoughts 
lodge within thee ? Jer. iv. 14. The ſpul replies, 
Create in me a clean heart, and renew a right 
ſpirit within me. Pi. li. 19, ' Gop, commands; 
Be ngt proud. Jer. xiii. 15, The. ſoul replies, 
Lord, my heart ſhall not be haughty. Pf. cxxxi. 1. 
Gop ſays, Put on the ornament of a meek and 
quiet ſpirit. 1 Pet. iii. 4. The ſoul replies, I 
will take heed to my ways, and keep my mouth 
with a bridle. Pf. xxxix. 1. God fays, be not 
lothfut in buſineſs, but be fervent in ſpirit. 
Rom, xii. 11. The ſoul replies, I will keep 
thy precepts diligently. PL. cxix. 4, 8. G00 
commands, Thou. ſhalt love thy neighbour as 
thyſelf. Matth. xxii. 39. The ſoul replies, I 
would love mine enemies, and do good to them 
that hate Me. Luke vi. 35+ If my enemy hun- 
get, I will feed tim. Rom. xii.. 20. Gob ſays 
to his peqple, A new commandment I give unto- 
you, that ye love one another. John xiii. 34. 
The ſoul replies, My goodneſs extendeth to the 

ſaints, 
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ſaints, the excellent of the earth, in whom is all 
my delight. Pf. xvi. 2, 3. Gop ſays, Do juſtly, 
love mercy. Micah vi. 8. The foul replies, 
Let inTEcrITY and UPRIGHTNESS preſerve me. 
PC. xxv. 21. I have an ardent regard for the 
rights of all men, and feel a fixed determination 
to preſerve thoſe rights inviolate. Gop com- 
mands us to an unfeigned love of the brethren 
with a pure heart fervently. 1 Pet. i. 22. The 
foul replies, 1 love the brethren, and I will love 
them for ever. Therefore I am affuredly paſſed 
from death unto life. 1 John iii. 14. 


But we muſt ſtop our hand; for you ſee, my 
dear reader, there would be ho end, if we were 
to enter minutely into all the duties and gtaces 
of the chriſtian life : let it ſuffice, at preſent, to 
obſerve, that there is not a true believer on 
earth but, in his beſt moments, aims to pleaſe 
Gov in all things, and wiſhes to do it at all 
times: and he ardently deſires to know the 
whole will of Gop, in order to perfarm it with- 
out any reſerve, or ſtated allowance in fin; and 
he wiſhes to be ſincere and conſiſtent with his 
principles in his thoughts, words, and actions. 
No man can enjoy any ſolid comfort in his ſoul, 
if he is deſtitute of the above diſpoſition: for 
then only can we ſay, we are not aſhamed when 

we 
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we have reſpect to all Gop's commandments.“ 
Pſ. cxix. * 


X. Zeal for the noxour of the holy Scnir- 
TvREs, and for the PROPAGATION of their 
'glorious EVIDENCES and DISCoveRtEs. through 
the woRLD, is another eſſential zgrRancn of the 
true CHRISTIAN TEMPER. 


Zeal is a mixed paſſion, compoſed of the moſt 
vehement love, and high degrees of rational, fer- 
vent anger; for whatever object a man ſincerely 
loves, he defires to ſee it honoured with the 
higheſt diſtinction and reſpect; and he riſes into 
a vivid ferment of anger to ſee it undervalued, 
deſpiſed, and trampled under foot with contempt 


and ſcorn. 
The 


* The cxanD TEST of a true CHRalSTIAN'S OBEDIENCE to the 
ond of God conſiſts in the following things: 

1. To mortify his deareſt luſts ; fignified by the command to pluck out 
a right eye, and cut off a right hand. Matth. v. 29, 30. And to cut off a 
right foot. Mark ix. 45. 

2+ To forgive the keeneſt and worſt perſcna} injuries, vpon repentance 
ot the offender, even to ſeventy times ſeven. Matth. xviii. 22. Luke 
xvii. 4. 

3. To deny ourſelves daily, in our ſclf-will and ſelf-righteouſneſs; and 
to take up our croſs and follow Chriſt, Matth. xvi. 24. Mark viii. 34. 
Luke ix. 23. 

4. To do good for evil: if our enemy hunger, give him meat; if he 
thirſt, give him drink : and overcome all evil with good. Prov. xxv. 23. 
Rom. xii. 20, 21. 

8. To hate father and mother, huſband or wife, houſes, lands, and 
children; yea, our own life, when any of theſe come in competition 
with the glory and cauſe of Chriſt, .Luke xiv. 26. 


6. To 
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The Bible is a book of ſuch tranſcendent 
worth, that it deſerves and demands the utmoſt 
honour from men and angels. 


The honour of the holy Scriptures conſiſts in 
the following things :---they are the product of 
the eternal underſtanding of Gop, and the copy 
of the grace and juſtice of his heart---they ſtand 
cloſely connected with all the divine perfections, 
and contain the whole plan of the moral govern- 
ment of God from the beginning to the end of 
the world---they are ſealed with the blood of the 
Son of Gov, and were infuſed into the minds of 
wiſe and holy men by the eternal Spirit---they 
have been the grand means of converting millions 
of men from fin to holineſs, and from miſery to 
happineſs f they contain a clear diſcovery of all 

| good 

6. To be heartily willing to lay down our lives for the bretkren, be- 
cauſe we perceive and feel the love of . his life for us, 

n iii. 16. 
n confeſs our connexion and attachment to Chriſt, as the Son of 
Gop and our redeemer, with a daring intrepidity before the whole world; 
being fully convinced, that if we confeſs him, he will acknowledge us 
before his ſather ; and if we are aſhamed of and. deny him before men, he 
will be aſhamed of us and deny us before his father and his holy angels 


at the laſt judgment. Matth. x. 32, 33. Luke xii. 8, 9. 


N. B. Theſe ſeven glorious acts conſtitute the grand cx1TzRrioNs, or - 
MARrxs of ſincere and univerſal obedience to the will and word of Gov, 


+ All the light and wiſdom ; all the life, and ſtrength, and beauty, of 
holy fouls ; all their ſupport and conſolation in the duties of religion, in 
the troubles of life, and terrors of death, have flowed from the holy 
Scriptures for thouſands of years paſt. The church of Gop hath lived 
upon the Scriptures, and, by their means, has triumphed over all her 
enemies to this very day ; and will do ſo to the end of the world. What 
a ſtate of dignity, honour, and uſefulneſs do the Scriptures hold in God's 


empire | 
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good and bad characters that ever have been, or 
ever ſhall be, in God's rational creation they 
have been punctually fulfilled in the natural and 
moral world to the preſent hour, and are now 
fulfilling in the world. Gob is reſolved to ſup- 
port their credit and authority with all the 
wiſdom of his mind, the grace and vengeance 
of his heart, and the power of his omnipotent 
arm. Theſe ſacred and lively oracles muſt ſur- 
vive all their enemies, and triumph over all 
oppoſition. . Kings and beggars muſt bow or 
break to pieces, and be grinded to powder under 
their force. Gop is determined to trample all 
reſiſtance to the Scriptures under his feet. Their 
dignity will farther appear in a moſt illuſtrious 
manner, when they ſhall become the grand in- 
ſtrument of bleſſing the whole world of mankind, 
and ſpreading knowledge, holineſs, and happineſs 
all over the earth. 


They will appear the ſtandard and rule of 
God's univerſal judgment at the laſt day, and 
will ſhine forth in their final accortpliſhment be- 
fore devils, then, and angels. Yea, farther ſtill, 
when ten thouſand times ten thouſand ages ate 
rolled off beyond the day of judgment, theſe 
Sctiptures will be then fulfilling in the tor- 
ments of the damned, and the happineſs of the 
righteous: and thus the threatnings of juſtice, 
and the promiſes of grace ſhall never, never 
have an end. GREAT 
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GREAT and IMMORTAL Gor! what veneration, 
love, and honour, doth thy book deſerve and 
demand! Forgive me, that I almoſt diſhanour 
thy Scriptures, wHlſt I attempt to praiſe ; pity 
the poverty and littleneſs of my underſtanding, 
and forgive the coldneſs, the indifference, the 
ingratitude, and irreverence of my heart ; fire 
my paſſions into the moſt ardent devotion, and 
graciouſly accept my feeble, but ſincere attempt 
10 do everlaſting honour to thy haly word! 


Let us now take a proſpect of the moſt weighty 
motives to excite us to pay eternal attention to 
the Scriptures, and exert the moſt vigorous, wiſe, 
and unbounded zeal for their honour, and the 
propagation of their glorious contents through 
the Britiſh empire. 

Let the following train of thoughts have their 
full force on all the ſprings of action within us, 
io animate us to che moſt godlike public ſpirit 
to our laſt hour on the bed of death. 


God the Father is exceedingly zealous for the 
honour and propagation. of his divine revelation: 
Cop the Son has the revival of the credit gf his 
word deeply and powerſully at heart: God the 
holy Spirit values the book, which he himſelf in- 
ſpired, above all the worlds his hands have made: 
the ſublime doctrines of grace deſerve and de- 
mand aur utmoſt zeal : Gap will be very zealous 


for 


ſor thoſe ſervants of his who are ardently zealous 
to propagate the diſcoveries of his _ far and 
wide, at home and abroad. | 


How can the zeal of a rational human ſoul be 
expended if it is not laid out for the honour and 
credit of the word of Go What a ſmall part 
of the world are capable of zeal for the glory 
and diſplay of the Scriptures ? and how few in 
the church of Chriſt are-zealous to proclaim the 
glad news of falvation ? How deteſtable is neu- 
trality and lukewarmneſs concerning this bleſſed 
and God-breathed book? How muſt the Lord 
Jeſus abhor a coldneſs and indifference for that 
book which he bought with his blood and. ſoul ? 
What curſed miſchief has lukewarmneſs towards 
the Scriptures done in all ages? and what aftoniſh- 
ing objects of the inviſible world are there ever 
near us, to rouſe us to the moſt vivid and flaming 
zeal! Ohjects ſo new, ſo grand, ſo lovely, and 
ſo awful, that if we were not blind, or ſleepy, 
and half dead, would work us up to the utmoſt 
fear, and terror, and wonder, and love of Gop's 
book. 7 
Zeal for the honour and ſpread of Gop's word 
is. the only way to eſcape Chriſt's terrible rod, 
which now hangs over this kingdom ! The only 
way to eſcape ruin is to rouſe up all our powers 
to the moſt mighty zeal for the glory of the 


« a Zeal will purge out our luſts--- 
will 
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will beautify the foul---and advance Chriſt's 
glory in the churches, by the diſplay of his 

. How much- great and good work may 
zeal for the Scriptures do: amongſt magiſtrates 
and ſubje&s---nobles and commoners---rich and 
poor---preachers and people---parents and child- 
ren---tutors and ſcholars---maſters and ſervants. 
True zeal would ſpread the triumphs of perſonal 
and domeſtic religion through cities, towns, and 
villages, and bring back again the beauty and 
glory of the reformation from popery. The ſig 
and miſery of millions of men, who are without 
the word: of Gop, ſhould excite our moſt in- 
defatigable zeal ! 

Love to our own fouls ſhould excite our zeal 
for the Bible. This is the belt way to advance 
in the peace and ſatisſaction of our own con- 
ſciences: in the ſtrength, purity, and joy of gur 
own minds. Patterns of zeal, in all the beft 
and worſt ages of the church, ſhould excite 8 
noble zeal for God and his word. Tis aſtoniſn- 
ing to read of brave and generous ſouls, even in 
the dark periods of the church, who have mani - 
feſted an intrepid and daring zeal for G. 

What glorious prophets, kings, prieſts, po- 
ftles, martyrs, fathers, and blefſed heroes, have 
diſcovered an ardent and inextinguiſhable zeal 
for Gop:!. whilſt, on the other hand, how many 
Tony puny, narrow ſouls have been zealous 

Eee for 
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for falſe religions, and the vain inventions of 
men: they have ſpent the zeal and rage of their 
little ſouls for the tithing of mint, anniſe, and 
cummin; whilſt the grand eſſentials of the law 
and goſpel of Gov. have been neglected, forgot- 
ten, and loſt ! 


How zealous are the devils and bad men 
againſt the word of Gop! to deny the inſpira- 
tion---to deſtroy the authority---to deprave the 
doctrines- to diminiſh the bleſſings---to pervert 
the grand deſigns---to mangle and impoveriſh the 
promiſes---and break the laws! And ſhall not 
this conſideration” rouſe up all the blood and 
ſpirit of your nature to defend the dignity and 
diſplay the glory of divine revelation. 

- How zealous are all forts of finners to commit 
| fin, and rebel againſt Goo! What pains do they 
take to ſerve their luſts? What labour and ex- 
pence are they at to gratify their impure paſſions, 
and pleaſe their vile appetites? How will they 
fit up night and day to indulge their furious de- 
fires! What journies will they take ! and what 
fatigues will they endure to enjoy their inſatiable 
and outrageous inclinations and- taſtes! With 
what zeal do they ſerve their maſter, as though 
they were to be rewarded with an eternal heaven 
of happineſs for their pains ! What a vaſt number 
of the devil's apoſtles are engaged in his ſervice, 
to propagate his cauſe, to diffuſe his books, to 

frequent 
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frequent his chapels! to become his faithful 
martyrs! to ſweat, and bleed, and die for his 
intereſt and kingdom in this world ! Surely the 
zealous ſlaves of Satan may ſhame and confound 
you all ! O ye lukewarm, flumbering chriſtians ! 
bluſh ! bluſh! and let your cheeks burn for 
ſhame, to ſee the devil's ſervants more zealous 
to be damned than you are to be ſaved, than you 
are to publiſh your maſter's glories, diſplay his 
grandeur, proclaim his grace, obey his law, and 
propagate and adorn his goſpel ! Lord Jeſus, 
are we thy chriſtians! either let us change our 
name, or change our temper and conduct, to act 
more for thy glory 


The more ſacred zeal has been diſgraced by 
low enthuſiaſts, and fly hypocrites, by their plau- 
ſible pretenſions to chriſtianity, or their abſurd 

zeal for its propagation, the more ought all wiſe, 
rations] chriſtians to exert themſelves for its de- 
fence and glory. I ſay, rational chriſtians ought 
to employ their beſt powers and influence to 
ſpread abroad the glories of law and goſpel. 
But who are theſe rational chriſtians? I anſwer, 
all honeſt free - thinkers are rational- chriſtians. 
But who are honeſt free-thinkers ? all thoſe who 
uſe their underſtandings to find out the truth, 
with an upright aim to pleaſe Gon, and glorify 
him for ever: all thoſe who ſearch impartially 
and humbly into the evidences and contents of 
| Eee 2 diyine 


14 


divine revelation, and who are determined to 
ſubmit to evidence as faſt as it ſhall ariſe, and 
are reſolved to follow wherever the word of Gon 
- ſhall clearly lead the way. Theſe are the oy 
men who have a right to be ſtiled RATIONAL 
CHRISTIANS ; and ſuch men diſdain to call any 
man maſter on earth; as they know, to their 
unutterable joy and happineſs, that they have a 
wiſe and good, a * 1 infallible maſter in 
heaven. | 


Recollect the times when you were zealous for 
fin and the indulgence of your Tufts : and let this 
pungent conſideration rouſe you into zeal for 
God:--O! how many years, months, days, and 
hours were ſpent without one good thought of 
Gob; or one act of zeal for the honour of the 
holy Scriptures; and let this ſtimulate you now 
to ſacred 2eal. O! how: zealous were you to 
gratify your inſatiable appetites ! to indulge your 
unlawſul inclinations, to ferment your paſſions 
for animal pleaſure 1+ Ah, chriſtians, remember 
the moment when Gop began to change your 
taſte for ſenſual pleaſure, and to make an happy 
exchange of 'the joys of criminal voluptuouſnels 
for” the Joys of religion and the light of his 
countenance.” ON how fweer is it to loſe thoſe 
Fweets of ſenſe and appetite for the ſweets of 
eternal friendſhip and union with Gop; and how 

tranſporting is the thought, that our beſt pleaſures 


arc 
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are but juſt begun, and ſhall never, never have 
an end. Well may we ſay with good Mr. Matth. 
Henry, 1 would not change my pleaſures of 
converſe with Gob in the holy Scriptures for all 
the delights of the ſons of men, and the peculiar 
treaſure of kings and provinces.“ 

Gratitude to Chriſt for his grace and love, 
with the diſtinguiſhing favours of his providence, 
ſhould fire up our ſouls with zeal for jt glory 
and propagation of his goſpel. 

Has he not created your bodies, and built up 
the ſtructure of your mortal part with exquiſite 
art and benevolence? Did he not breathe into 
your bodies the breath of life, and give you a ra- 
tional and immortal ſoul, furniſhed with amazing 
powers and affections! and if you have any diſ- 
tinguiſhed talents of imagination, taſte, and 
judgment, to whom are you indebted for thoſe 
ſingular ornaments and capacities to ſerve and 
bleſs mankind ? Has he not ſeated you in Eng- 
land, ſurrounded with goodneſs; in a land where 
the goſpel ſhines in its native beauty, glory, and 
power! Hath he not redeemed your faculties 
from flavery and death, that you might be 
tapable of a divine zeal for his word! and has 
he not bought the celeſtial fire of zeal to pur 
into your ſoul and diffuſe through all the paſſiops 
of the heart! Ought not his diſtinguiſhing and 
effectual grace to rouſe up all your gratitude and 

ardor ! 
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ardor ! Did not his Spirit open your eyes, unſtop 
your ears, enlighten your underſtandings, bow 
your ſtubborn wills, perfect your freedom to 
heavenly things, and fix your whole ſouls on 
Gop for eternity! And ſhall not all theſe in- 
finite and endearing kindneſſes fire up the zeal 
and gratitude of your heart! 


Teal, exerted for the honour of the word of 
"ry would clear up your SINCERITY, and 
ſcatter your doubts and fears concerning your 
gracious ſtate, and your intereſt in Chriſt. Many 
of you complain that your ſalvation is a doubtful 
thing, and that you know not whether you are 

the children of Gop or no. You have great 
fears. concerning your gracious ſtate; and you 
feel painful ſenſations at the proſpects of death : 
you are afraid of the approach of the king of 
terrors, and know not where death will land you 
in another world! Now, what is the beſt me- 
thod you can take to have your doubts baniſhed, 
your fears ſcattered ; and your hopes of eternal 
life ſtrengthened, cleared up, and made to riſe 
into a. rational joy and a well - grounded con- 
fidence ! Why, my friends, try what an exertion 
of zeal for Chriſt's goſpel will do: ardently 
implore his divine majeſty to ſend down the 
heavenly fire of his bleſſed Spirit: this will burn 
up your droſs and rubbiſh, will drive away the 
Tmoke and darkneſs of your luſts, and raiſe you 
above 


». 
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above the foggy atmoſphere of doubts and fears, 
into the clear ſky of joyful aſſurance. 


Teal for the honour of the Bible will dare to 
look Gop in the face! becauſe Gop's heart ap- 
proves of ſuch zeal: he delights in it, and will 
richly reward it with temporal and fpiritual bleſ- 
ſings. God beholds ſuch a man as he did the great 
Phineas with triumph and approbation, becauſe 
he was ZEALOUS FOR HIS Gop, Numb. xxv. 17. 
and he crowned him with everlaſting honour : 
and he will equally approve of all rationally- 
zealous chriſtians to the end of the world. 


Conſcience tells you plainly and pungently, 
how much time you have loſt in lukewarmneſs 
and drowſineſs, and 'tis high time to rouſe up 
your ſtupified ſenſes, ſhake off your ſlumbers, 
and awake to your duties, your dangers, and 
your beſt intereſts: and how can you employ 
yourſelves in nobler work than ſearching the 
holy Scriptures, and propagating, to the utmoſt 
of your powers, the glories of this immortal 
book. 


Zealous ſouls are neareſt to Gop and heaven, 
and the moſt likely to come to heaven above all 
men in the world. If you wiſh to breathe the 
air of Paradiſe, and live in the ſuburbs of glory, 
be every day and every hour zealous for the per- 
fection, the dignity, the uſefulneſs, and — 
— _ holy Scriptures, 


The 
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The zeal of the Son of Gov. for the ſalvation 
of your ſouls," and the agonies'he felt in the 
garden, the inſults and cruelties he met with 
from his enemies, and his torments and horrors 
on the croſs, ſhould ſting up your immortal 
paſſions to the higheſt ſervöur of holy zeal for 
that goſpel which diſcovers all the glories of his 
Har and the worth of his . and 
2 Gethiſemane | go to inen to fereh 
the fire of divine zeal! I will expreſs this grand 
motive in fix e for the __ . our * 
memories. 
Fetch fire from che cold manger in which Cugisr 
Was lay d, | 
Feich fire from the cold mountain on which 
Itsuvs pray'd; * 
Fetch fire from thy garden i in which Jesvs bled, 
Fetch fire from mount Calvary to which he was 
—_— 
Fetch fire from the'crofs on which * dyed, 
Fetch fire from the water that flow'd from his 
of ide, a 


Zeal far. Goo! S log — in che goſpel, is 
ee, grace which, wall endure as long as Gov 
exiſts.; it will lame out in heaven in ten thouſand 
{plendors, and brighter than ten thouſand funs. 
vhs a lukewarm, — {foul will be found in 
221 heaven 
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heaxen to &eraity : but all the happy throng will 
be like Millions of che moſt brilliant, intellectual 
fires; all aſpiring upwards towards the lofty 
throne of Gop ; whilſt Gop himſelf will return 
love for love through an eternal duration, We 
ſhall then have a compoſition" of all the fineſt 
feelings of the mind, acting and re- acting on 
each other, to wrarſe each to the moſt intenſe 
vigour and fire, ſtreaming into Gov, and rolling 
back from Gov- again, 10 increaſe the mighty 
flame? 


R ECOLLECTION. 


Lat us review theſe MorivEs r conſiderations 
f good to he enjoyed, an V to be avoided, 
iin 
the 
incomparable Dr. Witfus's Oeconomy of the Covenants, in his own 
„est and energetic words ; which no tranſlation can ſo well expreſs. 
Vifionem hanc Dt, qul effentialis veritas eſt, comitabitur amor 
- Gem us fmvl ovigayaiunys guidem Dx 1, qui otiam petſecta. byvitas 
eſt, Neave fieri potaſt, vt aller ft. Nam quando intellectus Da ym 
plum, ,b, u, perietigaes,. non. ſub ſallaci ſpecie, ne · 
Av<iub.ghſeuria ac copiulis idejs, uti. hic, Jed. in native. luge ſua, cerait 
cue contemnlatur, Heri. hequit, guin Aagraptifime earundem amore 
ſancta valuntas exardetcat. Beatailla mens, preterguam. quod in lumiye 
Dti Nava utilaryam. haminis intucatyr, diving caritatis flanumis undi - 
que circumadatur : quibus mutya catitgte jugiter raſpandeat. .Fagitque 
z catitas, ut in, praſentia, .contemplatiape,. ac, fruitiane Ds 1, nullum 
diam, laſbtudinem nullam ſentiat; nova idegtidem volapeate, ex damm 


* I cannot forbear inſerting a maſt.righ ancl. beautiſul 


— pridam i ruĩtionis aſt. Atque hæc eſt lla caritas, quam ſemper 
2 1 Cor. xiii... 
, vill "ec ar chap. * 4. 
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in order to ſtimulate our powers to the moſt 
daring and indefatigable zeal for the glory and 
propagation of the holy Scriptures. 


I deſire you, my dear reader, to conſider every 
thing as applicable to yourſelf; then you will 
enter with ſpirit and atterftion into the following 
reflections and reſolutions. Say within yourſclf, 
whilſt you read, I have here before mine eyes 
motives-to zeal, addreſſed to my fears, my hopes, 
my gratitude, my juſtice, intereſt, and compaſ- 
ſion: I have motives addreſſed to my honour, 
my ambition, glory and ſhame, ſcorn and diſdain, 
pain and pleaſure ; and furely I muſt be ftupid 
as an ideot ; I muſt be froſt and flint, and harder 
than adamant, if I do not, at any time, feel theſe 
awakening, alarming motives. 


I. MorTives 


. This view or proſpect of Gov, who is eſſential truth; ſhall be accom- 


panied with the moſt holy and moſt delightful love of Go, who is like- 
wiſe perſect goodneſs : nor can it otherwiſe be. For, when the underſtand- 
- ing difcerns, and, without interruption, contemplates Gop himſelf, and 
his moſt raviſhing perfections; not in a fallacious appearance, nor with 
- obſcure and confuſed ideas, as here j butintheir native light, the holy will 
cannot but burn with the moſt paſſionate and flaming love to them, That 
happy ſoul, not only in the light of Gos, ſees Gov as the fountain ot 
light, but is, on every hand, ſurrounded with the flames of divine love; 
for which it continually. gives love tor love. And that love makes it fer! 
neither wearineſs nor uncaſineſs in the preſence, contemplation, and 
fruition of Gop ; while new pleaſures, one after another, arifing from 
- the intimate poſſeſſion of the chief good, ſupremely beloved, and its un- 
varied complacency, charm the, foul. For, that love is not a leye of de- 
fice, but of fruition, that had long been. wiſhed for. And this is that love, 
. which the apoſtle, 1 Cor. xii. 8, declares, abides ſor ever, when even 
faith and hope are no more, 


L 4 
I. MorTives addreſſed to Fear. 


I have ſeen that neutrality and lukewarmneſs 
is moſt deteſtable to the Lord Jeſus; and he 
terribly threatens, by an awful figure, which 
ſtrongly ſhews how loathſome a lukewarm tem- 
per is, that he will ſpew fuch perſons and 
churches out of his mouth 


O! my ſoul, what. dreadful miſchief has — 
warmneſs done to the church of Chriſt in all ages. 
Lukewarmneſs has betrayed divine revelation : it 
has betrayed Chriſt in the glory of his perſon, 
godhead, ſatisfaction, righteouſneſs, and grace, 
It was lukewarmneſs in Judas, blended with 
covetouſnęſs, that ſold Chriſt's blood for thirty 
pieces of ſilver; that is, he fold the blood of 
. the Son of Gop for three pounds fifteen ſhillings. 
And lukewarmneſs would do the ſame now, if 
Chriſt was on earth, and within the power of a 
Laodicean, who undervalues his own ſoul, the 
Scriptures, Chriſt, and eternal happineſs. 


O my ſoul, Chriſt's dreadful rod will be 
_ dipped in fire to ſcourge lazy ſouls in this life; 
or, if found deſtitute of grace, to damn them to 
eternity, - 
The two- inviſible worlds are juſt at hand: 
nothing but this thin vail of fleſh; and the breath 
| | | in 
Fif 2 
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in my noſtrils, are tlie partitions Betibeen my 
ſoot and an eternal heaven or hell, | 


II. Morives addtefftd ts Hats. 


Wise and ardent zeal is moſt acceptable to the 
Lord Jefus : he loves and admixes the ſublime 
and manly zeal and fortitude of a enerous 
chriſtian; and will ſhew himſelf zealous for 
active, worthy men: he will rejolee over them, 
to do them good, with His Whole heart and his 
Whole ſoit, We have nothing ts fear; and every 
thing to hope for Whillt we go on reſolutely and 
willy to Tu and propugate the coodit and 
honbur bf t hey Scriptures. e 


III. Moriyrs addreſſed to „ 


- 'Fli6ri haſt feen; ©! my ſoul, that Gor has 
choſen ther to holineſs and real 5 and call not! 
love 


e this fibdelous und pb phitotoptth; Db. Stephen Frakes; F. R. 8. 
in his Vegetable Statics, vol. x, vo. clit. 3. 1788, $243, obſerves, that 
the reſpiration of tht lungs conſiſts of abobt twenty movements in 


wn and ſo often the queſtion js put, whether we ſhall live or die 
| 1 K Gob stens thitt Jetktmints this Yuemion th che negative or 
— — our wh.ittence Awfo! and alarming thovgiy, 
poem oy nh hor my op the caſe of all the millions ot 

on the Face of the Whole | | 


But we have reaſon for higher wonder and terror than the above, 'Tis 

by all anatomiſts, that the heart beats ſeconds ; that is to ſay, there 

above fixty movtments of the hdd tho the heart in thie fpace 

4 minute: and thus the Hueſtion is put ſixty times every minute of my 
etifiagee, "whether I (Mall Five here or in the Inviſible * ? 


© Review this thought, my reader, and let us confider, that, by the re- 
ſpiration of our lungs, the queſtion-is put twelve hundred times every 
| hour, and twenty-eight thouſalid timés every day and night, whether we 
Hal! 
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love him for ſuch a diftingaiſhing act of his 
grace? Chrift's blood has bought my ſoul out of 
the hands of divine juſtice : he has bought my 
Bibfe with the ſame blood ; and he has bought 
zeal es put into my heart and diffuſe through my 
paſſions : ſitefy then gratirude to Chriſt for his 
love and death, and gracious providence; calls 
doud for the otmott exertion" of real fäf his 


glory, and the ſpread of his goſpel. 


IV. MoTivzs addreſſed. to Jusxicz, IuTenasr, 
and ComPpas$10n, , _ 


We ate: hn in debn be Gov dur Father, ad 
we are equally drowned in debt to God the Son, 
and holy Spirit. Moral honeſty. and juſtice re- 
quire us to pay out. debts: and how can we pay 
our debts but by zeal for the divine glory our 
INTEREST is deeply at ſtake. By zeal we ſhall 
eſcape ten thouſand evils, and the rod of Gon, 
which muſt ſcourge lukewarm chriſtians, whiltt 
mal me or de © And by te trewlativn of de diood/ ren te 
dert ad lunge, m Which you (oe motion conſumed n motion renew et 
every moment, the queſtion is put above three thouſand times every hour, 
and Ave tightry Houſed tim dvery day and Rt of our Kees, whether 


we thall fray in this wothd, or be in heaven or hell toeternity! Alarmiug 
confideration | and tremendovs thought. O Gen, wo 5 Rately and 
wonderruny fade and preſerved. 

| Vf ach header bas babwllity und Revehion EhGugh to wah rime be might 
eel in every Herve, tremble in every power, and adore and wonder with 
every breath, to his dying moment, let him real the eloquent and devdut 
Dr. Gi6ſv6acr'on the Worker of Reach, p. b5--h3, eo. , m. ang 
we moſt ſagacious and pious Mr. Andrew Baxter's Appendix to the En- 
quiry into the Nature of the Human Soul, $vo. 1750, p. 48--2c0, 
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zealous chriſtians are exempted with honour : here- 
by we ſhall obtain ten thouſand folid bleſſings 
which lazy proſeſſors never enjoy! This bright 
and burning zeal for the Scriptures will clear up 
or intereſt, in Chriſt ih a wonderful and delightful 
manner; nothing can be more alluring, inviting, 
and perſuaſive. . This is an addreſs to ſelf- love; 
therefore love to ourſelves ſhould rouſe up our 
zeal, and kindle it into a moſt vehement flame, 
ety of Songs, chap. viii. 6. 


Comrass10w for periſhing ſouls ſhould awaken 
our zeal, O! hrs, view the miſery of a world 
full of fallen, finful, miſerable ſouls : here is a 
whole world loſt for ever, without a divine reve- 
lation; and theſe poor fooliſh mad ſinners know 
not the guilt and miſery of their condition, and 
the deſperate hazards they run by neglecting and 
abuſing their ſouls, and expoſing them to Gov's 
vengeance: they do not conſider the danger they 
are in every moment: they do not conſider that 
there is but a puff of breath between millions of 
ſouls, and the eternal loſs of their Bibles and the 
kingdom of Gov ina future world! The breath of 


our noſtrils is reckoned to be the bond of union 
between the ſouls and bodies of all mankind! and 
how tremendous will be their miſery if they go 
out of the world without a real intereſt in the pro- 
miles of the goſpel! Let love to mankind then 
fire up our zeal to do every thing in our power 

| pay tO 
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to ſave precious and immortal ſouls, by this 
bleſſed and holy book of Gop. 


V. Mortvrs addreſſed to Hoxvoux id aun. 
TION to awaken Z EAI. 


Honour is a lively ſenſe of the fitneſs and 
beauty of tempers and actions, and a generous 
ſcorn of acting meanly, or doing wrong to Gop 
or man, 


Nothing can be more contrary to the true 
honour of the chriſtian temper and character 
than lukewarmneſs. 


Devotion when lukewarm is undevout.“ 
Dr. Youxs. 


If we, therefore, have a quick ſenſe of right 
and wrong, of good and evil, in tempers and 
actions, we ſhall, with intuitive readineſs, diſcern 
the ſolid glory and real greatneſs of a rationally- 
zealous and generous heart: and we ſhall look 
on the oppoſite with diſguſt, and loathe it as a 
diſpoſition diſhonourable to God, to the goſpel, 
and to our fouls, We ſhall deſpiſe ſuch a tem- 
per, as it flows from infidelity, pride, and little- 
neſs and poverty of heart. 


If we have any honeſt and or" ambition to 
be like God, we ſhall wiſh to riſe into the moſt 
- ſublime fervours of ſacred zeal, becauſe Gop is 
a moſt zealous and fervent being: he has an 
ardent regard for the productions of his eternal 

mind, 
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mind, and u keen reſentment againſt iajurtes 
done to the richeft diſnoveries of this glerious 
gaſpel. Zeal is a noble imitation of Gop. Jeſus 
is full of flaming aeal for his blood-bought book; 


and a zealous foul is an image of the beautiful 
temper of Jeſus Chrift, 


The Spirit of Gov feels infinite zeal for the 
glory and propagation of his own book, and will 
richly reward all our zeal for the honour of it, 
with the ſmiles of his countenance, ante grace 
of his heart. 

O! my brethren! how much great and good 
work may rational zeal do in the church and in 
the world, as well as in our own families, and 
tawarts our -own peflons. Zeal would prompt 
intelligent men to purſue noble enquiries into 
_ the ſtrutture end beauty of the works of creation 
and providence. Teal would ſtimulate kings 
ani magiſtrates to beifathers-&f mankind. Zea 
would rouſe chriſtian preachers to a flame of in- 
tellectual - fire to propagate the knowledge of 
-falvation'by the Lord Jeſus; Zedbwoukd ftimu- 
-hte our mobility and gentry to ſtand up ſor the 
authority and glory of Uvine / revelation ! Wile 
and jndicious rl ould animate: heads f col- 
Leges, und :tutors f ynuth, to rrecommencl and 
aduru tlie bar ĩous gaſyel, and :they-would think 
it theirhigheft alignit i ta explain and enſotee the 
lively eracks ef Gop:: the: arretl origipalsavould 
bol be 
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be diligently ſtudied: the beauty, elegance, and 
ſublimity of theſe heavenly pages would be diſ- 
diſplayed: and tutors and pupils would agree to 
ſit down at the feet of our divine and adorable 
maſter, to imbibe his ſpirit, to copy his example, 
and learn every thing grand and venerable from 

his mouth. | 
Zeal for the inſpired Scriptures of Gop would 
powerfully animate maſters of families to ſet up 
family religion, conſiſting in faithful inſtruction 
of children and ſervants: in ſerious reading the 
Bible : in family prayer, and devotional pſalms 
and hymns, to enliven their affections. Zeal 
for Gop would make an aſtoniſhing reformation 
amongſt the lower claſſes of people; and poor 
day -Jabourers would then appear with wiſdom 
and dignity as the children of Gop. And ſurely 
the ſublime and glorious examples of well - in- 
formed zeal in the Scriptures, and in the hiſtory 
of the church of Chant, ſhould fire our ſouls 
with a rational enthuſiaſm to imitate men fo 
dear to Goo, and who will ſhine with immortal 
| honour to the end of the world. And let the 
zeal of the angels of Gop,* in ſtudying the holy 
Scriptures, provoke our imitation ; for we arg 
more deeply intereſted in the Scriptures than they 
are : 


It is ſaid of theſe heavenly ſtudents, x Pet. i. 12. © Which things the 
angels deſire to look into. The word parakupſai ſignifies to ſtoop down 
ty ſtudy and contemplate with the moſt attentive curiofity and humble 
tation. - Doddiidge in loc. 
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are: and if we neglect this bleſſed work, the 
angels of heaven will be aſhamed of us; their 
example will reprove our indolence, and give us 
juſt cauſe for bluſhing and ſelf-contempt. 

This leads me to another ſource of motives 
to rouſe our zeal for the glory of the holy 
Scriptures. 


VI. MorTives addreſſed to Same, Scorn, and 
| DrsDain. 

With what ſorrow, grief, indignation, and 
tears, ſhould we review the paſt part of our life. 
Conſcience muſt upbraid us in the moſt pungent 
manner, when it looks us in the face, and tells 
us how much time we have loſt in lazineſs and 
deteſtable Noth : but that is not the worſt of our 
abomrnable temper and conduct; we have nor 
been content to be neutrals in the cauſe of G00 
and religion; we have been zealous to indulge 
our Juſts, to gratify our impure paſſions, to pleaſe 
our low brutal appetites, and ſerve the intereſts 
of the prince of hell! O! chriſtians, how 
zealous have many of you been to read and 
ſtudy the devil's books ;* to fit up late to read 
plays, romances, novels, -and all ſuch vile traſh 
as hath a direct rr to diſſipate the mind. 

vitiate 


This was the name our worthy anceſtors uſed to give to thoſe vulgar 
bits of paper tiled cards, which were originally invented to divert that 
drivelling lunatic, Charles VI. king of France; who died anno Dorn 


244. This was the goodly origin of theſe ſpotted-papers, which have 


been the diverſion of millions of lunatics for the ſpace of three hundred 
and fifty-ſeven years, 
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vitiate the taſte, and corrupt the paſſions of the 
heart ! 

How many little fuperſtitious ſouls are zealous 
for trifles: this ſhould awaken in us a generous 
zeal for great things. How many millions of 
the human race are zealous for luxury, impurity, 
and all kinds of vice and wickedneſs ! and ſhould 
not the zeal of the drudges of ſin and Satan 
awaken us all to a mighty and indefatigable zeal 
for Goo! How can the zeal of a human ſpirit 
be exerted in a wiſe and beautiful manner, but 
for the glory of Gop's holy word! What a ſmall 
part of mankind are capable of a rational and 
generous zeal for the Bible ! and how few in the 
church of Chriſt are prudently. zealous for the 
honour of this precious goſpel! The devil is 
zealous to murder ſouls; for he was a murderer 
from the beginning. John viii. 44. And ſhall 
not the aeal of Satan to deſtroy, rouſe up our 
zeal to ſave immortal ſpirits. Low enthuſiaſts, 
and putrid hypocrites have diſgraced ſacred zeal ; 
and ſhall we not therefore fludy more to adorn 
and honour it, and render it lovely and honour- 
able in the eyes of men and angels 

VII. MorTivss addreſſed to Gyorxy * 

PLEASURE, 

Rational and manly zeal is a pleaſure to every 
wiſe man in the world. Zeal makes all the duties 
of religion a pleaſune, There is a pleaſure in 

Ggg 2 ardent 
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ardent contemplation, in zealous action for Gov ; 
in zealous reflections, fruitions, and hopes. All 
the ſublime exerciſes of religion will be pleaſant 
when they are animated by ſeraphic zeal : ſinging 
the divine praiſes ; addreſſing the throne of grace 
in prayer; hearing the word preached by able 
miniſters of the new Teſtament ; inceſſant read- 
ing the holy Scriptures, and the celebration of 
all other divine ordinances, will be ever pleaſant, 
when facred zeal reigns in the chriftian's heart. 
Religion is never a dull and diſmal thing but to 
drowſy and lukewarm ſouls ! 


O! what a raviſhing pleaſure and honour would 
it be to diffuſe the true knowledge of , the holy 
Scriptures thro! all the counties in England, thro' 
the whole Britiſh empire, and, if poſſible, thro' 
the whole world! O! God, my redeemer, let 
every nation that rolls at the foot of thy throne 
every twenty-four hours, be bleſſed with thy goſ- 
pel, waſhed in thy blood, and illuminated with the 
light of thy countenance. Let all the people 
praiſe thee. - O God! let all the people praiſe 
thee, and enjoy thy prefence for ever ! 


In true zeal, there is true on; and we can 
go no higher than this in our ideas of its incom- 
parable excellence. Real glory is the oppoſite to 
ſhame; and it always includes in it joy in an in- 
finite good, connected with the moſt rational 


and ardent felf-love. Let the motives drawn 
from 
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from ſolid glory aſſault and ftorm your ſoul with 
all their utmoſt force. True zeal dares to glory 
in Gop himſelf: it is bold enough to carry the 
ſoul to the very foot of his throne, and look 
Chriſt in the face. True zeal is infinitely pleaſing 
to Gop the holy Spirit, becauſe he is the author, 
the feeder, and the finiſher of this moſt ſublime 
and godlike diſpoſition. Zealous ſouls are the 
neareſt to the ſpirit of heaven, and the only 


people that are fit to enter that glorious world! 


Zeal for Gob is an eternal grace: tis immortal 
as our exiſtence, and endures, like the zeal of God, 
for ever and ever. God's zeal for the Law will 
blaze through hell in puniſhing the violation of 
its awful precepts, and will burn with unbounded 
fire and terror againſt all final infidels for deſpiſing 
and rejecting his glorious cos. ! 

And, on the other hand, what a thought, big 
with glory, is this! that we ſhall ſpend a vaſt 
eternity in the bliſsful preſence of God; and 
every moment the diſcoveries of the goſpel will 
blaze on our mental eye, penetrate, transform, 
and bleſs the ſoul, and produce unwearied and: 
unbounded praiſes to the ſacred three, for their 
grace, love, and fellowſhip, which we ſhall en- 
joy without interruption, world without end. 


DxvoTIONAL EXERCISE to CuRTST, as the auTHOR 


of the nor ScrIPTURES. 


Let us conclude this volume of ConTzMeLa- 
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rroxs with a view of the glory of Cnxisr, as 


the AUTHOR, MATTER, bl END of ue HOLY 
ScrIPTURES. ÞBÞ 


The grandeur and glory of Chriſt wot in 
his original nature and properties as true Gan--- 
in his ilkeftrious power to fave ſinners to the 
uttermoſt of their guilt, pollution, deſires, and 
duration---in the bright aſſemblage of all his 
great perfections and good qualities---and in ten 
thouſand various and beautiful ſplendors of his 
appearance as the Gop and ſalyation of immortal 
ſouls. | 


O! Lord Jeſus Chriſt? thou eternal Son of 
Gop1 I adore thee as the author of the holy 
Scriptures, and as the author of eternal ſalvation 
to all that believe and obey thy goſpel ! 


IL adore thee for all thine. original perfections, 
as the image of God; and eſpecially for thy 
bright and beautiful moral perfections of wiſdom, 
goodneſs, holineſs, juſtice, truth, majeſty, and 
dominion over all worlds! I ardently deſire thy 
glorious appearing, O! thou great Gop,* even 


our ſaviour Jeſus Chriſt, Titus ii. 13. 
I adore 


* Epiphaneian teq doen. top megalon Theou. The appearing of the 
gory of the great Gov, (Kai Soteros) even our ſaviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
Note, Chriſt is here tiled 2 G0. Let us enlarge a little on this 
title, the great God. Tit. Ii. 14.----He is not only great in his original 
nature and perfeRions, but he is likewiſe great in the manner of his 
gracious, government in the conſciences and paſſions of his prope on 

earth: his adminiftration is rational and eaſy, juſt and good: how — 
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Is adore thee as Jehovah, our righteouſiieſ and 
ſtrength. Iſa. xlv. 2 As our Lonxp and our 
Gov. John xx. 28. I adore thee as the true 
| Gov. 1 John v. ©. The great Gop. Titus 
ii. 239- The mighty God. Iſa. x. 6. The only 
wiſe Gov. Jude ver. 25. I adore thie as Gov, 
and none elſe, Iſa. xlv. 22. I adore thee as Gon 
over all, bleſſed for ever. Rom. ix. 6. The 
Gop of Abraham: the I am. Exod. iii. 6. I 
adore thee as the Loxp of hoſts, and the Gop 
of the whole earth. Ifa. liv. 5. I adore thee as 
the firſt and the laſt, the beginning and the end- 
ing, the Loxpd which is, and which was, and 
which is to come, the Almighty. Rev. i. 8. I 
adore thee as Emmanuel, Gop with us. Matth. 

L 23. 


and gentle! how full of majeſty, mingled with grace and the ſmiles of 
his love: and he is thus great in his dominion over all the ſaints and 
angels in heaven, He is great in his commiſſion given, and ſealed, 
and ſworn to him by Goo the Father. He has all in heaven and 
earth, Matth. wxxviii. 18. He has power to fave or damn; to fink or 
uphold; to preſerve or deſtroy ; to cruſh or exalt ; to diſtreſs or comfort; 
to confound or bleſs, through all the worlds that Gop has made. 


He is great and wonderful in his throne at the right hand of Gov the 


Father, where he enjoys all the direct prerogatives of his Godhead. Chriſt, 
in all things, has a ſpecial pre-eminence above all creation, i. e.. perſons 
and things. Coloſ. i. 18. His ſpecial pre-eminence, or prerogatives, ariſe 
directly out of his nature and original dignity. His dignity, or royal 
charaQer, conſiſts in the moſt glorious attributes of perſonal ſovereignty, 
abſolute perfection, and perpetuity of dominion, His regal power is 
every way equal to the executive part of his government; and his royal 
revenue comprehends all the love, obedience, and praiſe,” which is due to 


him from the whole rational empire of Gao, without the — | 


of any ope creature in the univerſe. 
Chriſt appears great in his wiſe, holy, juſt, and awful government of 
all his enemies in earth and hell, His grandeur farther appears in his 
| glorious 


* 
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i: 23: The Son of the living Gov. Matth. 
yi, 16. The word of Gon. Rev. xix. 13. 
The image of the inviſihle Gop. Coloſ. i. 15. 
L adore thee.as Ml in all. Coloſ. iii. 11. Cl 
eternal, omnipreſent, ever- actie Gon, thou haſt 
intruſted me with this grand treaſure, the ſacred 
oxacles ; and thy will determines my exiſtence 
and powers, from moment to moment, through 
life and to eternity. Thou art the life and foul 
of all divine revelation. Amen, 


|  _ Yſorious attendants: millions of angels and ſaints ſurronod his throne in 
© all their brighteſt ſplendors of light, ſtrength, and purity. 

His grandeur will ſhortly appear more illuſtrious in the converſion of 
millions of ſouls, out of all nations on the face of the earth, who will 
heartily agree to be his free and loving ſubjeQs to eternity, and will crown 
his head with ten thouſand names and titles of honour. He appears as 
the awfully-great Gov in all his tremendous judgments on earth, which 
are frequently ſent abroad to proclaim his hatred of fin amongſt the 
guilty nations. The ſword of war and death is under his direction, to 
chaſtiſe mankind for their luxury and infidelity : floods, fires, carth- 
quakes, plagues, famines, and all ſweeping diſeaſes, are his ſervants to 
march and his enemies, or ſcourge his friends. He is now, and 

er will be-the ſupreme arbiter of life and death to the whole world. 

He is great in the final ziſue of all his vaſt affairs, and the whole of his 

wol dreadful and delightful adminiſtration through heaven, earth, and 
. + hell: here grandeur and beauty all unite in one aſtoniſhing blaze, to 
charm and ſurprize his people. And to conclude; we ſhall then ſee him, 

at the laſt and terrible day, ſhine out as the great judge of the whole 
world. When the trumpet roars---the dead ariſe---the world is on fire 
the books are opened---the judge on the throne-- -and all mankind at the 
bar, waiting the final deciſion of his mouth; then he ſhall be owned as 
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Select B OO KS. 
1. Lowth's Expoſtion of the larger and leſſer Prophets, is a moſt judi- 
- cious continuation of Bp. Patrick.----2. Alciphron, or the Minute Philo- 
ſopher, by the great Dr. Berkley, is ſuch a glorious defence of revelation, 
as every man taſte will w ich, if poſſible, to read at once. 2 vols. 8%. 
3 Sacred Zeal a Virtue, by the learned and pious John Reynolds, is the 
deft * on the ſudject I ever read. Iz mo. 1716. 
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